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preface 


(i) The 1970 annual historical report f or the Studies and Observe- 
* • , r-«.. n ik Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACSUb;, is put> 

S3K « 

that occurred during the year. 

(i) The history describes the functions oT the different staff elej h 
ments and^coJnands^and , in general follows^ basic organize t n 

rJu awwrw'Ms 

operations. 

Members of the Plans Division who aided significantly in^the editing 
TcSrrin 3r r U SA) aUst single handedly accomplished the enomou _ 

the^following: 

^S e T r 3. (U p S o^s^ L (U^)° n Ln.J: s;yier (USN); 
and SSGT M.J. Ferrara (USAF). 

(U) The history could not have been Prepared without th ® e c °^ era ' 
tion and assistance from all members of the MACSOG 
grateful for this support. 



LCDR, USN 

1970 MACSOG Historian 
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ANNEX B TO MACV 1970 COMMAND HISTORY 
studies ANO OBSERVATIONS GROUP 


INTRODUCTION 

Charged with the preparation^ classified 0 ^*- " 9 i MACV staff a 9ency 
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff ?„ 11/ J tudles for MACV * CINCPAC, 
tinues to be, a M ACV JubortiMt* ?? G has been * and «>n- 

staff relationships ODeratin™i C ? a: nd with the normal command and 
by COMUSMACV . P Operational control of SOG forces was exercised 

ducting^ Uncon ven t i oi5a iTwarf are 2 (UW ) "a nZs n!r * (° r the purpose of con- 
east Asia (SEASIA) and hlshlL+hl i Spe< T ial °P e r abi °ns in South- 
to conduct these operations since the^rea^w;. 03 m «Ji tary or 9anization 
conducted in conjunction with the |j!! a £ 0raan T a r*- A11 activities were 
the RVNAF UW/Special Operations^lf^nJ *3° T ®^ hnical Directorate (STD), 
General of the RVNAF Joint General Itoff d One™ the Conniand i n 9 

with US diplomatic and military forces in CAS tho°J* * 6re coordinated 

ment RVNAF, and the STD. but because S0G/STD*o2l J-' etnamese G qvern- 
contmue to be extremely e ^Ob/STD operations were, and 

JCS, and in so^e cases, ^t the Jrelidentiaf^ 10 ! 56 ?? P r oved at CINCPAC, 
to the Republic of Vietnam * esidential level. Advisory support 

operations, was Zr m ’ ‘ >er “’"'"9 to covert and cross-border 

received from higlfer levels.' -J res P° nsibl llfc y based on guidance 

control's , ^added 3 restr? c ti on^on^o^ increased requirements, tighter 
tions and increased emphasis on imnrnv™ 9 ^^’^ 01 ^ minor reorganiza- 
STD. Programs againn the Ho??h Til? 6nt f d m ? der ?ization of the 
(VC) elements in-^oJntry and in lilt ( !! VA) and Viet Con 9 ' ' 
Intelligence informal gathered b^fiACSOG^n 3 ^-^ 6 ° MZ continued - 
exploited and utilized in the mfior reconnais sance efforts was 

Cambodia. Planning for contwi! etnamese incursions into 

existing COMUSSEASIA pi a^s conti nuL 3 "^* 0 " 9 ra " ge . UW activities under - 
to the STD in maritime cro^n^! ’ AdviCe ’ K ai "ing and support 
warfare increased. ’ 0 der ’ unconven tional , and psychological 
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FIGURE I 

MACSOG ORGANIZATION 
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ORGANIZATION 


General 


(/£) In terms of organization and functions, SOG is in effect, a 
Joint Unconventional Warfare Task Force (JUWTF), tailored to perform 
specific tasks. The headquarters was organized with the normal staff 
sections and complete logistics support capabilities. Operational 
elements included seven subordinate commands, known as Studies Groups 
to maintain their cover on organizational charts, and the Recovery 
Studies Division or Joint Personnel Recovery Center (Figure 1). 


Office of the Comnander 


(J50 Chief, SOG, under COMUSMACV, exercised operational comnand 
over the U,S forces and personnel assigned or attached to MACSOG and 
continued to develop RVNAF unconventional warfare (UW) capabilities 
through advice, assistance, and support. He was responsible for the 
preparation of UW plans for SEASIA and acted as the Comnander (desig- 
nate) JUWTF for the area encompassing Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, 
North and South Vietnam, the Red China provinces of Yunnan, Kwangsi, 
Kwangtung, and Hainan Island (Figure 2). Chief, SOG was directly 
assisted by a Deputy, an Executive Officer, a Comnand Sergeant Major, 
and an administrative section. In addition, the Office of the Com- 
mander included a CAS representative in the position of the Special 
Assistant (MACS0G-03), a Headquarters Support Branch (MACS0G-05), 
and an Inspector General (MACS0G-04). 


Headquarters' Support Branch " - 

\i) The Chief of MACS0G-05 served .as the civilian personnel officer 
for ttte hiring of indigenous drivers, guards, maids, maintenance, and 
clerical personnel. He also acted as the MACSOG Postal Officer and super- 
vised the billeting and messing for transient personnel assigned to 
MACSOG. He provided all vehicle and equipment maintenance support for 
HQ MACSOG and administered the supplies and equipment issued to the 
various staff agencies, including weapons and vehicles. 


Inspector General 

(U) Although MACSOG has had an acting Inspector General (IG) since 
July 1969, the first full time IG was authorized by the MACSOG Joint 
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_ _ FIGURE 2 

JUWTF 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY - 
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Table of Distribution (JTD) dated 28 November 1970. The JTD also pro- 
vided two additional positions within the IG office for administrative 
and clerical support. 

(U) The IG provided Chief, SOG a continuing assessment of the 
operational and administrative effectiveness of SOG activities through 
evaluation of managerial procedures and practices pertaining to person- 
nel, materiel and fund resources; identified problems areas, situations, 
and circumstances which impaired mission performance; determined the 
necessary corrective action and evaluated the adequacy of such actions; 
and determined the state of MACSOG discipline and morale. The IG was 
also charged with making inspections, investigations, inquiries, sur- 
veys, and studies as directed by Chief, SOG and«as prescribed by law 
or regulations. Reports were, made directly to the Deputy Chief, SOG. — ** 

{jf) The IG accomplished several major tasks during 1970. 

1. The first Annual General Inspection (AGI) of MACSOG Head- 
quarters was conducted 7-18 September 1970. This included inspection 
of Headquarters Support Branch, Personnel and Administrative Division, . 
Intelligence Division, Operations and Training Division, Logistics Division, 
Plans Division, Conmuni cations Division, and the Comptroller Division. 

2. A designated inspection team also conducted AGIs and 
Operational Readiness Inspections of the Command and Control Detach- 
ments and all Studies Groups. The inspection team consisted of at 
least 10 individuals in addition to the team chief and the IG. Each 
team member was responsible for inspecting one of the following areas: 
Personnel, Logistics, Security, Administration, Intelligence, Operational 
Readiness, Training, Comnand Crypto, Medical, Clubs and Funds, and Com- 
munications. Audits of mess associations and funds were an inherent 
part of the AGIs. 

3. The Quarterly Complaints Sessions were initiated by the 
IG under the provisions of AR 620-1, and sessions were held at all 
MACSOG activities during staff visits. 

4. Close liaison with the MACV, USARV, USAHAC, and 7th AF 
IGs was maintained. 

5. The IG initiated and established an IG section within the 
STD organization. Five ARVN officers formed the nucleus for this IG 
section and briefings were conducted in their duties and functions. 

The transition between concept and implementation was accomplished in 
four months, and the first combined S0G/STD AGI was conducted on 19 
October 1970. 
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Staff Elements 

(U) The staff elements of the command were designated as divisions 
and encompassed all of the major areas required to effectively supervise 
the activities and operations of MACSOG. There were seven divisions. 

1. Personnel and Administrative Division , MACS0G-10 (Appendix I) 

2. Intelligence Division , MACS0G-20 (Appendix II). 

3. Operations and Training Division, MACSOG-30 (Appendix III). 
MACS0G-30 was further divided. into five sub-elements: 

a. Maritime Studies Branch (MACSOG-31). 

b. Air Studies Branch (MACSOG-32). 

c. PSYOP Studies Branch (MACSOG-33). 

d. Ground Studies Branch (MACSOG-34). 

e. Status and Analysis Section (SAS). 

4. Logistics Division , MACS0G-40 (Appendix IV). 

5. Plans Division , MACS0G-50 (Appendix V). 

6. Communications Division > MACS0G-60 (Appendix VI). 

7. Comptroller Division , MACS0G-90 (Appendix VII). 

Operational Elements 


" There were eight operational elements with the mission" of 

executing the special operations assigned to MACSOG. 

1. Ground Studies Group , MACSOG-35 (Appendix VIII). The 
principle efforts expended by the Ground Studies Group were directed 
against specified areas of Cambodia and Laos, which served as NVA/VC 
sancturaries or base areas. These areas were identified by the nick- 
names SALEM HOUSE (SH) for Cambodia and PRAIRIE FIRE (PF) for Laos. 
Subordinate elements of the Ground Studies Group were the Command and 
Control detachments, referred to as C&C's. Each C&C detachment was 
organized basically the same and could be correctly called a strategic 
reconnaissance battalion. In addition to a normal staff, the detach- 
ment had two launch teams for control of operations launched from any 
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of several sites located along the South Vietnamese border. A security 
company provided security for the forward operating bases and any for- 
ward launch sites established. Two exploitation companies were avail- 
able to exploit targets uncovered by the reconnaissance teams (RTs) - 
the basic units and work horses of the C&Cs. Each C&C was authorized 
20-35 RTs Of 12 men each, and each team was made up of three US or three 
ARVN, plus nine Special Commando Unit (SCU) personnel. There were three 
C&Cs: 

a. C&C North (CCN) was located in Oa Nang, and had primary 
interest in the northern PF AO and the DMZ. 

b. C&C Central (CCC) at Kontum, eperated in both the PF 

and SH areas. - ^ 

c. C&C South (CCS) at Ban Me Thuot, had primary interest 

in the SH AO. 

2. Airborne Studies Group (Appendix IX). MACSOG-36 was respon- 
sible for agent operations which complemented other cross-border intelli- 
gence and psychological warfare programs. Originally, the group's assets 
were targeted against North Vietnam, but since the bombing halt, most 
activities against North Vietnam have ceased. MACSOG-36 was, however, 
charged with maintaining the capability to go north, and re-oriented its 
assets to other MACSOG cross-border areas of operations. 

a. The SINGLETON agent program used single individuals in 

low level clandestine collection of information. The agents were indigenous 
to Southeast Asia and were targeted against MACSOG areas of interest in 
Cambodia during 1970. Concepts for their employment were coordinated with 
MACV J2 and CAS. 

b. The EARTH ANGEL program- employed former NVA ralliers to 
perform as 3 - 4 man intelligence collection teams. These personnel were 
carefully screened and recruited at Chieu Hoi centers, and had to success- 
fully pass a polygraph examination before being accepted into the program. - 
They were given five weeks of training in intelligence collection procedures 
in an isolated training facility near Saigon. Then, documentea and out- 
fitted as NVA soldiers, teams *normally walked into and out of short to 
medium range target areas in Cambodia, spending an average of seven days 

in enemy controlled areas. Ten EARTH ANGEL teams were authorized. 

c. Ethnic Khmer intelligence collection operations, with 
the nickname PIKE HILL, used South Vietnamese citizens of Cambodian ances_- 
try to operate in Cambodia. Using their language fluency and knowledge of 
the area and customs, 3-5 man teams established a cover as Cambodian 
citizens residing in or transiting assigned target areas and provided 
information. PIKE HILL teams were inserted and extracted overland or by 
helicopter, and were trained to receive resupply, communicate with the 
control station in Saigon, and direct TAC AIR strikes. Ten teams were 
authorized. 
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d. Preparations for a program to develop a. modest UW 
capability within the Cambodian armed forces began in November 1970 
under the nickname CEDAR WALK? “The program concept envisioned 25 
FANK military volunteers, provided by the GKR, to be integrated into 
the PIKE HILL program, initially, and then returned to the GKR. Train- 
ing for the program was scheduled to commence in early 1971. 

e. Short Term Roadwatch and Target Acquisition (STRATA) 
teams maintained their proficiency and capability to resume operations 
in NVN by conducting similar operations in Laos and Cambodia. A 
transition of STRATA teams from a mixture of civilians and military to 
all ARVN personnel was completed on 1 July 1970. The teams operated 
from a base near Da Nang, and nine twelve-man STRATA teams were 
authorized. 


f . Project OODLES (J?) was *She nickname for notional agent 
teams designed to portray an apparently extensive and successful agent 
network operating within North Vietnam. Fourteen of the eighteen 
notional teams created to support' this- project, have been activated. 
Prior to the bombing halt, radio message traffic and air drops of re- 
supply bundles, notional personnel parachutes, and actual pseudo agents, 
were used to credibly establish and maintain the existence of these 
notional teams. Since November 1968, notional teams presence has been 
maintained through the use of family morale messages sent via one-way 
voice link radio. 

g. The BORDEN ()0 program was another diversionary pro- 
gram that employed volunteer prisoners-of-war to create the illusion 
that extensive agent activities existed in NVA controlled areas. The 
recruited agents were provided approximately three weeks of training 
in selected subjects and were then parachuted into specially selected 
objective areas. Missions were fully expected to be compromised; the 
probability that an agent would be captured by the enemy was high. 
Consequently he was given deceptive information to be revealed in 
detailed interrogation, and/or compromising documents and materials 
were concealed on his person. Over 130 BORDEN (£) agents have been 
inserted into areas of North Vietnam, South Vietnam and Laos. . 

3. Maritime Studies Group , MACSOG-37 (Appendix XV). The 
Maritime Studies Group was responsible for covert maritime operations 
conducted by the Vietnamese Navy Coastal Security Serviced s The capa- 
bility to carry out missions against North Vietnam was maintained 
through extensive training at Da Nang and by conducting operational 
missions against selected targets in South Vietnam. Four Vietnamese 
Navy boat crews were well-trained and capable of operating PTF's on 
operations without US advisors. Six cross-beach action teams with 
15 Vietnamese per team were authorized; four teams were operationally 
ready for raid or interdiction missions and a sufficient number of 
Vietnamese PSYOPS/interrogation teams were available to accompany the 
PTF's and PCF's on operations in northern v/aters. 
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n u f* Psychological Sfudipc Grnun. MACSOG-39 (Appendix xl 
,Ps vchol oo i ca l“uo i es Groupf - - lMDDencm X) 


Thp 


... , . .5. Radio St udies Group . MACSOG-70 (Appendix XI) * The o>ai- 

Studi es Group operated the Voice of Freedom VOF) orey radio 

J- r 6 ‘ — Studies Group . MACSOG-75 (Appendix XIV) The Air 

Studies Group-provided and coordinated aircraft support from th^fK 

ss^-ssfris 6 

?oT&L‘: 

consisted of four F C- r n 3 fci 9ht De “ Cteent Has ,ocate<l « "ha Trang and 

R^nh R a „ • e b \ 20th Sp€cial Operations Squadron (SOS) moved to Cam 
op^a^onr^ 0 " " d COntl '"“ ed “ >™ ida be ^ icopter^upport^for 

SOS) was located ““ 15 “ 

Train,— ll .IHlglSS S tudies Group . MACSOG-38 (Appendix XIH1 The 
Je«ssa?v traF^ ‘ 1 T’’ was lo«t*d at Long Thanh and conducted ' the 

MACSOG P^ooramsl n9 HACSOG-38 e was a f’ f ’ ed l Pe ^ 0nn t! "*7 ava11ab,e 'for 

Operations "and W Tra?ning d OWision Pe ° f tha «-tor. 

Rorn , a f* Recovery Studies Division . MACS0G-80 (Appendix XTTi th. ” 
It acted a tU til eS Oivision is the Joint Personnel Recovery Center * (JPRC) 
unde^f? S / he clearin ? h °“se and coordinating agency for operltion^ * 
en to recover missing and captured personnel in Southeast Asia. 
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However, there were no recovery assets under the direct control of the 
JPRC. Functionally the JPRC acted as a sub-element of SOG; in matters 
concerning missing in action and captured personnel, it was under the 
authority of COMUSMACV and CINCPAC in performing liaison with US agencies 
throughout Southeast Asia. The JPRC maintained close liaison with MACV J2, 
CAS, CINCPAC, and the Southeast Asian Embassies. In addition, contact 
officers for PW matters were maintained by each military region. 


Personnel Strengths 


Headquarters 

(U) MACSOG Headquarters began 1970 operations under a JTD aporoved 
by the JCS on 21 May 1969 and revised in October 1969. The authorized 
strength was 394 spaces. On 10 February 1970, a revised JTD was submitted 
which contained 383 authorized spaces; it was approved by the JCS on 
19 March. Another revision was submitted to JCS. on 28 November 1970 
which shifted several positions within the organization but did not 
change the number of authorized spaces. Approval had not been received 
at the close of the year. 


Command 

(^) SOG was authorized about 10,000 US, Vietnamese, and third- 
country personnel, but the assigned strength averaged a little over 
8,000 during 1970 (Table 1). Most of the US personnel were furnished 
by the 5th Special Forces Group and 7th Air Force and were placed under 
the operational control, of MACSOG. The large number of Vietnamese civilians 
were recruited as mercenaries and paid by SOG to perform any one of the 
many missions assigned. The Chinese were contracted to service and fly 
certain aircraft. The Filipinos were craftsmen, technicians, and mainten- 
ance supervisors stationed at various SOG locations. 


TABLE 1 

MACSOG PERSONNEL ASSETS 


-US 


VN 

3rd Country Nationafs 

Army 

1,041 

Military 

3,068 

Chi nese 

81 

Air Force 

476 

Civilian 

5,402 

Filipino 

44 

Navy 

74 


8,470 


125 

Marine 

17 





Civilian 

7 






1,615 



TOTAL: 10 

,210 
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Key Personnel 


(U) Personnel who occupied key positions within MACSOC are indicated 
in Table 2. 


TABLE 2 

KEY PERSONNEL, 1970 


POSITION 

DATES 

IflCUMBENT 

1. Chief, SOG 

.1 Jan - 7 Jul 
8 Jul - 31 Dec 

COL S.E. Cavanauqh 
COL J.F. Sadler ' 

a . Deputy 

1 Jan - 20 Feb 
21 Feb - 31 Dec 

COL B.P. Gibson - 
COL L. Franklin 

b. Executive Officer 

1 Jan - 10 Mar 
11 Mar - 16 Dec 
17 Dec - 31 Dec 

LTC F.G. Wilmot 
LTC W.E. Little 
LTC R.T. Holden 

c. Special Assistant 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 

Mr. J.H. Malone 

d. Acting Inspector 
General ! 

1 Jan - 21 Jun 
22 Jun - 31 Dec 

LTC A.C. Monshower 
LTC H.C. Hudlin 

e. Conmand Sergeant 
Major 

1 Jan - 3 Mar 
4 Mar - 14 Dec 
15 Dec - 31 Dec 

CSM A.E. Schmidthans 
CSM J.W. Crawford 
CSM H.P. McCullah 

2. Director, Pers & 
Admin Div 

1 Jan - 18 Mar 
19 Mar - 9 Jun 
10 Jun - 31 Dec 

MAJ E.D. Duran 
CPT W.L. Nixon 
MAJ H.J. Hagerty 

3. Director, Intel Div 

1 Jan - 1 Nov 

2 Nov - 31 Dec 

COL J.F. Smith 
COL C.J. Portaluppi 

a. Chief, Security Br 

1 Jan - 15 Jan 
16 Jan - 14 Feb 
15 Feb - 31 Dec 

MAJ H.W. Areheart 
SA D.M. Rudd 
CPT K.A. Rogowski 

4. Director, 0&T Div 

1 Jan - 18 Mar 
19 Mar - 11 Aug 
12 Aug - 31 Dec 

COL T.E. Marriott 
COL F.C. Petway 
COL B.J. Pinkerton 

a. Chief, Maritime 
Studies Branch 

1 Jan - 17 Jan 
17 Jan - 31 Dec 

CDR J.F. Baumgardner 
CDR T.H. Millen 
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POSITION 

b. Chief, Air 
Studies Branch 


c. Chief, PSYOPS 
Studies Branch 


d. Chief, Ground 
Studies Branch 


e." Chief, SAS 


5. Director, Logistics 


a. -‘Chief, Medical 
Branch 

6. Director, Plans Div 


7. Director, Commo Div 


8. Comptroller 


9. Director, Maritime 
Studies Group 

10. Director, PSYOPS 
Studies Group 

11. Director, Ground 
Studies Group 

12. Director, Airborne 
Studies Group 

13. Director, Radio 
. Studies Group 

14. Director, Recovery 
Studies Division 


DATES 

1 Jan - 15 Apr 
16 Apr - 10 Nov 
11 Nov - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 10 Feb 

10 Feb - 27 May 
28 May - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 10 Mar 

11 Mar - 5 Jul 

22 Aug - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 21 F@b 
22 Feb - 13 Jul 
14 Jul - 15 Nov 
16 Nov - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 21 Oct 

22 Oct - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 24 Apr 
25 Apr - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 22 Jun 

23 Jun - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 17 Feb 

18 Feb - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 29 May 
30 May - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 18 Aug 

19 Aug - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - .15 Jun 
16 Jun - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 27 Feb 
28 Feb - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 2 Jul 

3 Jul - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 


1 Jan - 3 Jul 
4 Jul - 2 Oct 
3 Oct - 31 Dec 


INCUMBENT 

LTC K.E. Heller 
LTC R.T. Hillerud 
LTC D.R. Graham 

MAJ D.J. Thiessen 
MAJ J. Klapp 
MAJ H.R.'Moladay 

LTC E.T. Hayes 
LTC F.G. Wilmot 
LTC G.W. Radke 

MAJ R.W. Wall 
MAJ N.B. Lang 
MAJ A.R. Foss 
MAJ J.O. Adams 

LTC T.C. Perkins 
LTC D.W. Huff 

LT R.A. Gross 
LT J.H. Ganchan 

LTC H.A. MacDonald 
LTC J.H. Blair 

CDR W.T. Hollenback 
CDR M.E. Emmerson 

LCDR L.H. Klosky 
LCDR A.F. Wilson 

CDR H.W. Bergbauer 
CPT W.A. Sundt 

1 

COL J.J. Isler 
COL D.F. Schungel 

LTC R.E. Scofield 
LTC E.W. Hollenbeck 


LTC G.R. Reinker 
LTC R.L. Morrissey 
LTC G.E. Mcilmoye 
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f en secret 


OPERATING AUTHORITIES 


Cambodia 


(j€) SALEM HOUSE (SH), formerly DANIEL BOONE, was the unclassified 
nickname for MACSOG cross-border operations into Cambodia. The stated 
mission for SH operations continued to be intelligence collection and 
verification (Msg (JS), JCS 172009Z Dec 68). This mission has been 
modified explicitly by authority to control tactical air strikes (Msg 
(J5), CJCS 240136Z May 70) and implicity by authority to conduct pla- 
toon size operations (Msg (*S), CINCPAC 011520Z*Jul 70). 


Area of Operations 

At the end of 1970, SH operations were authorized in zones 
ALPHA, BRAVO, and CHARLIE (Msg (;*), CJCS 240136Z May 70) and in the 
FREEDOM DEAL Zone (Msg (K), CJCS 092315Z Jun 70). (See Figure 3.) 

1/ Zone ALPHA was the northern zone and extended from the 
Laotian border to Rt 13 at a uniform depth of 50km from the Vietnamese 
(SVN) border. 


2. Zone BRAVO was the southern zone and extended from a line 
drawn west from Lo Go, RVN (WT 9775) to the Mekong River at a uniform 
depth of 30 km; and from the Mekong to the Gulf of Siam at a uniform 
depth of 20 km. 

3. Zone CHARLIE was the mid-section and extended from Rt 13 
to Lo Go at a uniform depth of 30 km. 

4. The FREEDOM DEAL Zone, or Air Interdiction Zone (AIZ), 

was that portion of Cambodia bounded on the north by the Laotian border,, 
on the east by the SVN border, on the south by Rt 13, and on the west 
by a line 200 meters west of the Mekong River. MACSOG was authorized 
to conduct SH operations throughout the FREEDOM DEAL Zone. In effect. 
Zone ALPHA was extended west to the Mekong River, however, this authority 
expires on 1 May 1971 (Msg (J5), CINCPAC 06047 Z Nov 70). 


Operating Restrictions 

There were no restrictions on the number of operations that 
could be conducted in Zones ALPHA and CHARLIE, however, a two day intent 
was required (Msg (j£), JCS 172009Z Dec 68 and Msg (JST) , JCS 271617Z Nov 70). 
Operations in Zone BRAVO had to be approved on a case-by-case basis, and 
a five day intent was required. Operations in Zone CHARLIE were seldom 
conducted due to the density of the civilian population. 
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( ) On 1 July, US personnel were prohibited from participating in 
cross-border operations in Cambodia, and all ground operations had to 
be conducted by ARVN and/or indigenous personnel (Msg (*5'), CJCS 272237Z 
May 70). The employment of platoon size forces (Msg (J5), CINCPAC 
011520Z Jul 70) and the use of ethnic Cambodian assets in the SH AO was 
authorized. 

Restrictions were also placed on air operations after 1 July. 

1. Trooplift Helicopters. The use of US trooplift helicopters 
in support of SH operations was prohibited (Msg CJCS 272237Z May 70) 

The VNAF 219th Sauadron supported SH operations and was tasked to provide 
MACSOG with ten (10) operational CH-34 helicopters per day. 

* 2. TAC AIR and Helicopter Gunships. The use of US TAC AIR and 
helicopter gunships in support of SH operations was authorized when such 
support was beyond VNAF's capability (Msg (3*), CINCPAC 011520Z Jul 70). 

3. Air Interdiction. MACSOG FAC's were authorized to conduct 
air strikes against targets of opportunity within S0G no bombing lines 
(NBLs) (Msg (J S'), CJCS 240136Z May 70). TAC AIR was also authorized 
throughout SH Zones ALPHA and CHARLIE (Msg p*), CINCPAC 060647Z Nov 70). 
Targets of opportunity outside NBLs had to be reported to the appropriate 
DASC and assets were allocated by DASC. 

P'S} The insertion of US-led BRIGHT LIGHT teams into Cambodia was 
authorized only when there appeared to be a reasonable chance for the 
successful recovery of US evaders/PWs. Use of US helicopters and TAC AIR 
was authorized in support of these operations. Notification to CINCPAC, 
with info to JCS, was required for each US-led BRIGHT LIGHT team inserted 
into Cambodia under this authority, together with supporting intelligence 
evaluation which generated the operation, and results of the operation. 
This authority was scheduled to expire on 1 May 71 (Msg CPS'), CINCPAC 
060647Z Nov 70 TANGO 16) . 


Additional Authorities 

P#) Several additional authorities were granted which increased 
the effectiveness of operations. 

1. Mining Authority. SH teams were authorized to insert 

antipersonnel and anti-vehicular mines throughout zones ALPHA and 
CHARLIE, and, until 1 May 71, throughout the FREEDOM DEAL Zone (Msg 
CPS'), CINCPAC 251247Z Dec 70). ... 

2. Based upon MACV Rules of Engagement for Cambodia, SH teams 
could employ artillery from gun positions in South Vietnam against enemy 
targets in Cambodia (Msg (3#), C0MUSMACV 281208Z Jun 70). 


( 


3. Sensors. Emplacement of sensors in the SH AO was authorized 
(Msg (j£) ADM MOORER CJCS 101043Z Jun 70 (BC) ) . Selection of sensor loca- 
tions is dependent upon read out capabilities at Nui Ba Ra and the aerial 
orbiting platform. 


Laos 


ptf) PRAIRIE FIRE (PF), originally known as SHINING BRASS, was the 
unclassified nickname assigned to MACSOG covert cross-border operations 
in Laos. The basic concept of PF operations ^was one of reconnaissance H 
and interdiction. Operations were to counter* infiltration of enemy — 
forces through Laos. The basic operating authorities were specified 
in CINCPAC message 310138Z Mar 67, subject PRAIRIE FIRE Operation Order. 


Area of Operations 

(?6) The PF area of operations (AO) in Laos was from UTM grid coor- 
dinate XD 430980, to XD 430400, to XD 700000, to XC 800950, to YC 030890, 
to YB 496801, to YB 497380, to YB 400380, to YB 400020, thence along the ' 
Laos, Cambodian border to SVN (Figure 4). 

(J5) COMUSMACV Message 141103Z May 70 proposed a five km change to 
the PFAO just north of the tri -border area to enable MACSOG RT's to 
monitor and exploit targets on the road net entering this area from the 
west. The proposal was considered but not approved. 


Operating Restrictions 

(J#) Multi-platoon exploitation operations were authorized in the 
PFAO, but forces could not exceed three platoons in any single operation. # 

CJPS) There were no restrictions by area or time frame as to the number 
of RTs that could be inserted within the PFAO. RTs could also be inserted 
outside the boundaries for operations inside the AO, subject to the con- 
currence of AMEMB Vientiane (Msg pPS), CINCPAC 032012Z Apr 68). 

There were no restrictions as to the number of personnel by 
ethnic origin that could comprise any given RT. Thus the number of 
US personnel that could be inserted was not restricted by the rules of - 
engagement. However, US leadership and participation in these operations 
has been directed to cease on 1 April 1971 (Msg (JKf). SECDEF 160011Z 
Dec 70). 

(J60 US/VNAF aircraft were authorized to infiltrate, exfiltrate, 
and resupply PRAIRIE FIRE forces. Airborne forward air controllers. 
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visual and photo reconnaissance, and radio relay flights were employed. 

TAC AIR was authorized within the full depth of the PFAO to exploit 
targets of opportunity, interdict lines of conmuni cations and to support 
the insertion and extraction of reconnaissance teams. 

£KT) JCS Message 7312/262148Z Sep 67 (#) authorized the deployment 
of personnel to Nakhom Phanom, RTAFB, to establish a launch facility 
to support MACSOG operations. Restrictions and limitations were formulated 
by command agreements, coordination conferences, and/or Chief, SOG. 
directives. AMEMB Bangkok message 021015Z Nov 70 (JF5") expanded the 
restrictions to allow more personnel to remain at the facility for a 
longer period of time. 

«* _ r' 

- 1. A maximum of 24 indigenous personnel were allowed to remain, 
overnight (RON). 

2. No more than one case officer. per STRATA or ARVN team could 
remain at NKP to monitor teams.. . 

3. Teams had to remain in isolation during RON. 

4. Teams could not remain overnight for a period longer than 
four consecutive nights..- If it was necessary for a team to remain 
overnight, the Political /Military Section of the American Embassy in 
Thailand had to be contacted and advised of the team's presence by 
means of a prearranged message. 

pFi) AMEMB Bangkok message 220/070955Z Dec 69 (J#) authorized* Ubon, 
RTAFB to be used as a launch facility. Verbal agreement of the Royal 
Thai Government (Msg (J5f), MACTHAI 130410Z Jun 70) authorized MACV to 
utilize Ubon as a permanent launch site subject to certain restrictions. 

1. No team personnel could RON -at the Ubon facility. If an 
insertion was not accomplished during the hours available, the team had 
to be returned to Nakhon Phanom. 

2. The maximum number of US personnel that could be stationed 
at Ubon. for duty as the launch control .team was three officers and ten 
enlisted personnel . These personnel were assigned to the 46th SF Company, 
and used a cover story of supporting a Special Forces FTX. 

3. Indigenous personnel could not be stationed at the launch 

site. 

4. The maximum number of personnfel staging thru Ubon, -at any 

one time, could not exceed two RTs totaling not more than six US and 
twenty indigenous personnel . - . . . 


Additional Authorities 


(J5) Additional authorities were granted to increase the effectiveness 
of PF operations and aid the RTs. 

1. Mining. There were no stipulations restricting the use of 
mines within the PFAO. M-14 anti-personnel mines were employed to reduce 
the aggressiveness of enemy trackers. The locations of emplaced mines 
were reported as soon as possible thru channels in eight digit coordinates. 

2. Artillery Support. MACV rules of engagement for Laos authorized 

the use of artillery fire from RVN against valid military targets in Laos 
(Msg COMUSMACV 221149Z Dec 69). 

3. Sensors. Sensors could be emplaced in the PF AO under 
authorities granted «in the IGLOO WHITE program. IGLOO WHITE operations 
were conducted in Laos in support of the personnel/vehicular anti-infil- 
tration system, primarily by USAF elements. 

4. CS/CN Gas. The authority to use CS/CN gas within the PF AO 
was held by the US Ambassador to Laos. Its use was considered on a case 
by case basis and was last utilized to assist in an extraction of an 
exploitation force on 14 Seotember. 


Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 


MACSOG operations conducted in the DMZ south of the Provisional 
Military Demarkation Line (PMDL) were assigned the unclassified nickname 
NICKEL STEEL (Msg (*S), JCS 6319/142123Z Feb 67). The basic concept for 
operations was reconnaissance to counter. infiltration of enemy forces 
and provide early warning for use by other agencies and military units. 


Area of Operations 

(JSO The NICKEL STEEL AO (Figure 5) was defined as the area within 
the DMZ south of the PMDL and west of north-south grid line YD 00 (Msg 
(JSO, COMUSMACV 42037/14 1145Z Dec 68). Other MACV forces operated east 
of YD 00. The YD 00 phase line evolved through coordination with the 
first military region and XXIV Corps by MACSOG (CCN). 


Authorities 

(3#) Basic operating authorities as they applied to NICKEL STEEL 
operations were established by JCS Message 2865/201835Z Oct 69. This 
message cancelled all previous DMZ authorities and contained all 
authorities for the conduct of friendly operations in and near the 
Vietnam DMZ. 
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1. Squad-size reconnaissance patrols, with appropriate 
infantry unit backup to assist in extraction if required, could be 
conducted in the DMZ south of the PMDL. 

2. Artillery, Naval gunfire. Tactical Air, and B-52 strikes 
were authorized south of the PMDL as required by the situation. 

3. Enemy small arms/arti llery/motar/ rocket fire from north 
of the PMDL could be countered with heavy ground, naval or air fire 
until enemy weapons and ancillary facilities were neutralized. 

4. Sensors could be implanted south of the PMDL. 

*5. No ground forces were authorized^north of the PMDL. 

Authority was requested to employ unlimited size patrols in 
the DMZ south of the PMDL, artillery, TAC AIR strikes and Naval gun- 
fire north of the PMDL as the situation required, and the right of 
overflight north of the PMDL by observation aircraft (Msg (T-Sf), 
COMUSMACV 29851/171253Z Jun 70) and to employ PRAIRIE FIRE platoons 
in the DMZ south of the PMDL (Msg QF5T), CINCPAC 200517Z Jun 70). 

These requests were denied by JCS message 041659 Sep 70 C^S 1 ). 


OPERATIONS 


Targeting Process 


(i) Targets for operations conducted by SOG were recommended by 
several sources and underwent critical examination before final approval. 
SOG operational elements were one source of targets. Other targets were 
nominated by the Field Forces and 7th Air Force to MACV J2, where they 
were combined with targets nominated by various MACV J2 agencies. J2 
and the SOG agencies then forwarded their targets, together with assigned 
priorities, to a. target workshop, which reconciled SOG operational capa- 
bilities with target feasibility and intelligence collection require- 
ments. The workshop was composed of represenatives from MACSOG-34, 35, 
and 36 and the C&Cs. A review panel, composed of the Deputy Chief, SOG 
and Directors of MACSOG 20, 30, 34, 35, and 36, then met and produced 
a final target list for Chief, SOG's approval. SOG's Operations and 
Intelligence Division commenced development of target packages for use 
in team preparation. 


(/) The approved target list was forwarded to J2 for presentation 
to COMUSMACV and final approval on or about the 20th of each month. 
Operations commenced the first day of the target month. 
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/s a N<1W taraets requiring immediate action, could be nominated at 
any Se. pfnel met weekly, or as needed, to make adjustments 

in the monthly target list. „ 


Reconnaissance Information 


(X) Information collected by SOG forces was reported to the 
intelligence conmunity by several means. 

1 While the team was still in the field, important information , 
was reported to a FAC or radio relay site, who«further relayed it to a 

C&C detachment. The C&C detachment then issued a Spot Report with the 
i nf ormati orTto Headquarters , SOG, and the Field Force concerned. 

2 When a team returned, an Advanced Intelligence Report was 
filed immediately. A detailed After -Acti on-Report fol ' wed the thorough 
debriefing of the team. These reports were forwarded to MACS0G-20 for 
further dissemination to MACV J2 and the US intelligence community in 
the form of Intelligence Reports. 


1970 SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 


General 


(*) Periodic wrap-up briefings were- ^ 

S-SSS ^i^r=U^fgtio;m 

s, silted 

USiaS EE WO. Although 7**, were • 

:s;-s savrs 

(Figure 5). 


Wrap-Up: 1 - 14 January 


/ 


1 


BAs 350/351 

(xrf An RT heard an unknown number of trucks moving south on RouteJl4 
durinf the night of 4 January and a tracked vehicle moving north the next 
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morning. On 6 January, the RT made contact with an enemy platoon and 
was extracted under heavy fire. Based on past experiences in this area 
and the fact that the Cambodians were keeping V C/NVA traffic off of its 
major routes, the traffic heard by this RT was evaluated as Cambodian. 
Another team surprised two NVA soldiers and tried to get them to surrender 
however, both soldiers attempted to escape and were killed. As the team 
moved forward to search the bodies, approximately 12 additional enemy were 
observed moving into the area, forcing the teams extraction. Three teams 
reported no significant sightings. 

(JSl SOG aerial observers photographed an extensive Cambodian 
village on a well used road leading into BA 350. The village was not 
there in April 1969, and most of the construction had taken place since 
September 1969. Low level photographs verified that the village of ov^r * 
95 dwellings was occupied by Cambodian civilians. It was speculated 
that the Cambodians built the village near BA 350 and astride a major 
road to impede VC/NVA use of the area. 


BA 740 

(J5T) One RT walked in from the Bu Prang Special Forces Camp, but 
was extracted a short time later after being compromised by 3 civilians. 
Two EARTH ANGEL teams walked in from the Due Lap Special Forces Camp 
on 11 and 12 January and continued their missions of area reconnaissance. 

(J5 - ) North of BA 740, three teams encountered squad size NVA/VC 
elements and were extracted under fire. 


BA 702 

CT$) A company walked from the Due Co Special Forces Camp to an area 
just east of the Cambodian border and established a 10-day patrol base 
for operations. They made contact with an estimated squad on 11 January 
but sustained no casualties and continued operations. Two RTs walked 
into Cambodia from the base, made contact with platoon or larger size 
elements, and were extracted under fire on the second day of their 
mission. 

On 9 January, while moving to an extraction LZ, an RT made 
contact with an estimated enemy squad after eight days in the area. 
During the initial exchange of fire, the two US team members were 
killed. After 10 to 15 minutes of heavy firing, three SCU team members 
succeeded in breaking contact and were extracted. A BRIGHT LIGHT team 
returned to the area, and shortly after insert, was affronted with an 
unknown size force. One SCU and an NVA were KIA. The enemy broke 
contact and the team then recovered the tv/o US bodies along with all 
equipment and personal items. 
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C75T) On 1 January, having been shot off its primary and alternate 
LZ on 31 December, an RT was walkecTinto its target area from SVN. 

The team made contact with an unknown size force and was extracted 
under heavy fire. Another team spent six days on the ground and re- 
ported no significant enemy activity. 

p p£) The Cambodians continued to build-up military positions south 
of the Tonle San River and a no fly area was established to preclude 
any incidents between S06 aircraft and Cambodian AAA positions. 


BA 609 

Four RTs conducted area reconnaissance missions, the most 
significant report was from an ARVN team whicK" 8 had spent five days on 
the ground. On 14 January between 0800 - 1000 hours an estimated 
enemy regiment moved past their position from southeast to northwest. 

A short time later they made contact with an unknown size enemy force 
and were extracted. 

i S') Six roadwatch teams spent a total of 32 days on the ground. 

In most instances the teams were only able to observe the road for 
short periods of time due to the enemy's road security and overall 
high level of activity. Trucks were heard or sighted by most of the 
teams; the engines were well tuned and the vehicles ran with black-out 
lights on. The trucks were 2H tons, stake bed style with sideboards 
that struck overhanging foliage. The general flow of traffic ran from 
west to east and then south into Cambodia to a possible transshipment 
point imnune to TAC AIR and exploitation forces. Two teams on High- 
ways 96/110 reported 34 vehicles passed their locations between 
12 - 14 January. Another team reported sighting or hearing over 100 
vehicles, 61 moving west to east and 40 east to west, along Highway 
110 over a 7 day period. A fourth team reported observing 60 vehicles 
from 10 to 13 January. Half of these appeared to be loaded when 
moving east. A team located on Highway 613 reported that 32 trucks 
moved during the hours of darkness over a seven day period. The team 
estimated that an enemy way station or truck park was located in the 
area as vehicles appeared to leave the. area empty, move north and 
return loaded approximately four hours later. This report was based 
on the sounds of the engines laboring on the return run since heavy 
vegetation and enemy activity prevented the team from moving close 
enough to observe. 

( jg ) A patrol base was operational for 14 days and five team 
walk- ins- were attempted. Three of the five teams made contact and 
had to return to base. The other two elements spent a total of 4 
days on the ground and reported no significant enemy activity. 
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p3") TAC AIR and AC-130 aircraft were called in by several teams 
resulting in 25 vehicles destroyed. On 13 January, four F-4s delivered 
44 750-pound bombs on Highway 110. The road was badly damaged for 
approximately 100 meters, however trucks were reported to be moving 
past the interdicted section on the 15th. Artillery from Ben Het was 
also employed against the road with unknown results. 


Northern PFAO 

(T#) In the northern half of the PFAO, weather limited operations, 
and only two teams were able to get on the ground. One RT was inserted 
on 13 January and extracted on the 14th after contact with an unknown 
size enemy element. Another team was launchedwfrom Quang Tri, but a — ** 
FAC found the target area saturated with enemy personnel and the team 
was diverted back to the mission launch site. TAC AIR was employed, 
but the exact enemy casualties could not be determined due to rapidly 
deteriorating weather. 


Wrap-Up: 15 January - 4 February 


An EARTH ANGEL team tried to re-establish contact in Cambodia" 
with a Montagnard family that a previous team had met in November 1969. 
The family in question was no longer in the area; however, the team was 
successful in winning the confidence of another Montagnard who stated 
he had at one time lived near Due Lap. This individual reported that' 
no VC had been in the area during the past month, and that the villagers 
did not like the NVA or VC. A gift kit containing a mosquito net, 
pajamas, sweater and personal items was given to him, and he agreed to 
report any enemy activity to the EARTH ANGEL element when it returned. 

(J*>) A SINGLETON agent, who was responsible for obtaining an official 
Cambodian party document in December 1969, operated near Mi nut, Cambodia 
as a wood cutter. While in Mi nut, he learned of a VC sapper training 
area just south of the city. The instructors were reported to be Chinese 
Communists, and the class was composed of 40 males and 30 females, all 
SVN citizens between the ages of 15 and 20. This class was supposed 
to have graduated on 15 January. 


BAs 350/351 

Three RTs encountered squad to platoon size elements on the 
second and third days of their missions and were extracted. One of 
the teams observed over 140 enemy moving both southeast and northwest 
near Highway 131 on 25 January. Between 19 and 23 January, one of three 
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other teams observed 15 vehicled moving from the northeast to the south- 
west along an unmarked 3 meter wide "road. Short stay times of these 
elements confirmed that enemy activity in this general area remained 
relatively high. A night parachute infiltration team in another area 
was on the ground for five days and reported no significant activity. 

(J5) A two platoon patrol left the Bu Dop SF Camp and established 
a patrol base in SVN. After launching one RT, the PB covered its move- 
ment and then moved east where it made contact with an unknown size 
enemy force. The platoon broke contact after 3 SCU were slightly 
wounded. Enemy casualties were unknown. 


BA 702 
" . 

(JS) On 20 January, an ARVN team was compromised by an estimated 
enemy platoon shortly after insert and was extracted. Ten days later, 
another ARVN team was reinserted, also compromised, and subsequently 
extracted the same day. The first team observed about 40 enemy in the 
platoon, only half of which were armed. The unarmed individuals were 
believed to be laborers working cultivated areas seen in the inmediate 
vicinity. 

(J57 ‘North of BA 702, three elements made contact with platoon 
size units and were forced to be extracted from hot LZs. 

(J5T) The Cambodians continued to build up south of the Tonle San 
River and photo intelligence indicated that they were also building a 
semi -permanent base north of the river. This activity was believed to 
cause the enemy to move a regiment south into BA 701. 


BA 609 

CPS’) Six teams operated in the Cambodian salient, five of which 
engaged unknown size enemy units. Between 25 and 29 January, -one of 
these teams heard over 75 vehicles moving both north and south along 
Route 613. The sixth team was an EARTH ANGEL team which was listed 
as MIA on 3 February. 

CPS) In the PF portion of BA 609, two ARVN-led teams were on the 
ground for 13 days before making contact; both elements were extracted 
under fire. A team made up of eight US and two ARVN moved to a position 
200 meters south of Route 110 on 21 January to capture a PW. They heard 
an estimated 75mm to 105nm artillery piece firing and impacting approxi- 
mately 4,000 meters from their position, 'this was the fifth report in 
a month of artillery firing generally to the west. (In May 1969, recon 
teams reported similar artillery firing before an attack against Ben 
Het.) The RT kept the road under surveillance from 21 thru 23 January 
and over 100 vehicles carrying rice and POL were seen or heard. The 
following pattern of enemy activity was noted: 
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X. At 1730 hours, a five man security element cleared the 
road and individual guards were randomly posted along the road. 

2. At 1900 hours, two shots were fired from the west, fol- 
lowed by two shots from the east, then trucks began to move from 
west to east. 

3. The trucks moved at about 15 to 20 MPH and only drivers 
were seen in the vehicles. 

4. Whenever an aircraft was heard, a signal shot was fired, 
followed by two rapid shots, and the trucks would come to a halt on 

the road. At one time due to an orbiting FAC, ijt took one group of __ 

vehicles an estimated 2% hours to go roughly 3,000 meters. 

C*S0 On the night of 23 January, the RT established its ambush, 
and twenty vehicles passed thru the ambush before a target was selected. 
A truck carrying 50 pound sacks of rice and one POL drum was hit but 
unfortunately the- driver was KIA. The RT immediately came under fire 
by an enemy security force and evaded to an LZ where it was extracted 
under heavy ground fire. 

C?S”) On 25 January, a second RT was inserted alonq Route 110 and 
engaged an estimated company before it could take up a position to 
observe the road. They were extracted under the cover of TAC AIR and 
helicopter gunships. Two other teams observed only 20 vehicles on 
Route 110 over a period of 7 days and were extracted under light small 
arms fire. Decreased truck activity was attributed to TAC AIR, RT - 
activity along Routes 96/110, and a diminishing of the enemy's “Crash 
Program" to resupply units in the south. 

PS) Photos taken by RTs and FACs indicated Route 110 was highly 
maintained. When the route was interdicted, it was usually repaired 
within 3 to 4 hours. On 21 January, a FAC flying in support of opera- 
tions spotted nine vehicles on the road, called for TAC AIR, and all 
nine vehicles were destroyed. 


BA 614 


£F5“) Northwest of BA 614, a STRATA team was inserted on 23 January. 
On the 25th, the team sighted a small enemy force and became split. 
Three of the six team members were extracted; the others were listed 
as MIA.- 


BA 607 

£F 50 Three teams west of the base area confronted unknown size enemy 
forces and were extracted under fire. Another RT was able to conduct a 
10 minute wire-tap before making contact with an estimated platoon. The 
team was extracted under fire, and the tape was released to the 8th Radio 
Research Group (8RRG) at Phu Bai. 
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BA 611 


( ) The northern portion of the PFAO continued to be a center of 
high enemy activity. Nine teams operating in this area were beset 
with platoon size elements and one team encountered an estimated 
company after discovering a 30 bunker complex. The enemy's anti- 
commando activity kept RT stay times to less than 2H days in their 
respective target areas. 

CH) One team was able to complete a wire-tap on a six wire multi- 
plex system before being compromised. Unfortunately the wire-tap devices 
could only record up to 10 kilohertz band width, and the enemies system 
in this case was about 35 kilohertz band width. Only a very limited 
signal could be picked up, but the tap was forwarded thru RR channels.— •* 


Wrap-Up: 5-25 February 


BAs 350/351 

* 

(H) On 14 February, an EARTH ANGEL team observed five groups of 
enemy moving northwest to southeast on Highway 13 ranging in size from . 
one man to an estimated company. On 15 February, the team observed an 
additional three groups of NVA/VC totaling 41 people moving in the same 
direction. On the 16th, the team moved to a new vantage point and 
sighted four groups of enemy moving southeast ranging in size from 3 
to 20. Most of the elements sighted wore green fatigues, web gear and 
were armed with AK-47s and B-40 rocket launchers. The team returned 
overland to the Loc Ninh Special Forces Camp on 17 February after 
completing its mission. 

CH) A two platoon patrol base (PB) continued operations out of 
the Bu Dop Special Forces Camp and covered the movements of three 
recon elements to a drop-off point near the SVN border. In one incident 
the PB made contact with an unknown size enemy force shortly after 
launching an RT. The platoons were successful in engaging the enemy 
and giving the recon team additional time to clear the area and continue 
its mission. All three RTs were extracted on the third day of their 
missions after making contact with unknown size enemy forces. One 
team reported that a track vehicle was heard moving north between 7 
and 8 February. Four trucks and what was believed to be earth moving 
equipment were also heard. Another team found two east-west oriented 
roads four meters wide, capable of accomodating up tofive ton vehicles. 

One of these roads showed signs of recent heavy use. 

CH) While performing a trail watch mission on a southwest-north- 
east oriented trail, an RT observed approximately 300 enemy moving 
southwest in six groups. Two groups sighted were accompanied with 
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six large individuals that appeared to be Chinese. They spoke in a 
dialect not recognized by any of the team members and they wore green 
fatigues, black berets and were armed with pistols. The enemy troops 
themselves wore clean green fatigues, black or gray head bandanas, 
rucksacks and web gear and carried AK-47s. The soldiers were carrying 
their weapons in a relaxed manner, and no point or flank security was 
observed, indicating that the troops had recently left a bivouac or 
rest area in or near BA 351. The team was compromised by an unknown 
size enemy force; gunships supporting the extraction reported an 
estimated 30 enemy KBA and 60 enemy WBA. A second team was reinserted 
into the same target area, but it was immediately compromised and 
extracted. 

(J5) Four teams spent eight days on the ground and all four were 
extracted after being compromised by unknown size enemy forces. One 
team heard a total of 19 trucks moving near its position over a two 
night period. Another team in the same target area between 19 - 21 
January, observed 15 trucks moving on a northeast - southwest oriented 
road . 

CH 1 ) A team inserted on 20 February was extracted on 23 February 
after reporting negative enemy activity. Another team was reinserted 
on 25 February and was shot out of its LZ by an unknown size enemy 
force. 


BA 740 

CFS) On 20 February, an RT observed seven enemy armed with AK-47s 
moving northeast along a trail. On the 21st the team observed four 
NVA pulling a cart which contained an 82mm mortar. All uniforms appeared 
fresh. The team was later compromised by an estimated two squads of 
enemy and was extracted under cover of helicopter gunships. 

(H) An EARTH ANGEL team walked into the area from Due Lap Special 
Forces Camp on 20 February to reestablish contact with a Montgnard in 
the area . 


Wasteland 

(TS1 In the wasteland area, one RT was inserted by parachute from 
a helicopter during hours of darkness with the mission of trailwatcn 
but was ‘compromised the first day and extracted. An ARVN-led team was 
compromised by an unknown size enemy force on the fourth day of its 
operation. 


BA 702 

(jg) in BA 702, seven teams were active. Five team were compromised 
by small numbers of enemy shortly after insertion. Two ARVN led teams 


were compromised by squad and platoon size enemy forces. All units were 
inmediately extracted under gunship cover. 


BA 609 

jpF5) In Cambodia, four of five teams were extracted without incident 
after completing their missions. The fifth team observed a well roain- 
tained 3-4 meter wide north-south by-pass road off Route 613 before 
being compromised by an estimated enemy squad and extracted. None of 
the five teams observed equipment or supplies moving into SVN* 

CTS") From 1450 to about 1530 on 21 February, an Army FAC from CCC 
observed a 40-man enemy formation moving south along Highway 613. Twenty-^ ^ ^ 

five of the enemy wore green fatigues, web gear and ruck sacks and 
carried small arms; the remaining 15 wore black pajamas and carried 
heavy loads with no weapons. The formation extended 30 meters with 
10 - 15 meters between individuals and moved along both sides of the 
road. A US type k ton jeep led the formation with a second jeep in 
the rear. Each time the FAC came within range, the enemy fired at the 
aircraft. The SH rules of engagement at this time precluded the employ- 
ment of TAC AIR or artillery from Ben Het against this lucrative target. 

(?£) In the Laotian section, nine teams operated in six target 
areas. Two teams spent a total of 18 days on the ground. Between 
7 and 8 February, one of the RTs reported hearing 22 trucks and 8 _ 
other vehicles moving east on Route 96G. Based on truck noise and 
gear shifting the team estimated that all of the trucks were loaded. 

Throughout the six days that it was on the ground,^ the same team heard 
82mm and 105mm artillery fire northeast of its position. Impact areas 
could not be determined. This was the sixth report in one month of 
artillery firing in this area. An ARVN-led RT was inserted into the 
same target area on the 11th and was extracted without incident on 
21 February. 

Two teams were shot out of their LZs. A third RT, conducting 
a roadwatch mission on Routes 96/110, observed an enemy company size 
complex containing 15 - 20 bunkers, each with an overhead cover con- 
structed of dirt and bamboo. Fields of fire had been cleared for 100 
meters in all directions. On the second day of its mission, the RT 
made contact with an enemy platoon and was extracted. Another team 
heard a total of 70 trucks moving west to east on Route 110 over a 
period of seven days. 

!(f£) A two platoon size force of 107 personnel was inserted on 
23 February under the cover of TAC AIR on a roadblock mission. The 
operation was conducted in 3 phases. In the first phase an LZ and a 
vantage point overlooking Highway 110 were selected and subsequently 
secured. In the second phase, the force seized and physically blocked 
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a portion of Highway 110 for interdiction. Phase three included recon- 
naissance along the highway to determine the flow of traffic, interdict 
targets of opportunity, and capture a POW. TAC AIR, which included C-119s, 
C-130s and F-4s, and 175nm artillery from Ben Het were employed to inter- 
dict the highway, strike enemy troop concentrations, and counterattack 
enemy ground probes. Over 165 enemy rounds of mixed 60nm, 82mm and 57 RR 
of both HE and CS varieties were directed at the force, and enemy ground 
probes were continuous. No vehicular traffic attempted to pass the 
interdiction point and the only traffic sighted or heard was west of 
the road block. Portable loudspeakers were used in an attempt to get 
enemy soldiers to Chieu Hoi but the only results were mortar rounds. On 
24 February,, an all ARVN RT provided a diversionary effort and early 
warning for the two-platoon force. On the 25tfe* the RT engaged an _ ** 

estimated platoon size force. One SCU and the ARVN team leader were 
KIA and the team was subsequently extracted. 


BA 613 

C75T) Three RTs were beset with unknown size enemy forces, but reported 
no significant vehicle sightings. One team sighted a slightly damaged 
bulldozer on 26 February and TAC AIR was employed to destroy it. Heli- 
copters supporting extractions received small arms and 37nm AAA fire. 


BA 614 

Two STRATA teams were descended on by estimated platoons and 
extracted under ground fire. Two RTs were compromised shortly after 
insert by unknown size enemy forces and extracted. 


BA 607 

CTS') An RT conducted a wire-tap on a wire that was attached to 
overhead poles and trees by glass insulators. The team tapped the 
wire for an hour and a half; tapes were forwarded to the 8th RRG at 
Phu Bai for evaluation. 

(Jg) Approximately 30 enemy armed with AK-47s compromised one team 
on the third day of their mission, but weather prevented a quick extrac- 
tion. The enemy jammed the teams FM radio after making contact; radio 
contact was reestablished on an alternate frequency, and TAC AIR was 
directed on the enemy positions. One machine gun was destroyed and 
there’ was one secondary explosion. On the fourth night, the team 
leader called in C-119 gunships to within 15 meters of his position 
by using a mini-ponder transmitter which positioned the team on the 
aircraft radar. Screams and cries from the enemy were heard through- 
out the night. The weather broke the next morning, and the team was 
extracted under cover of TAC AIR. 
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BA 611 

p#) An RT was extracted on the second day of its point reconnais- 
sance mission after being compromised by trackers. Two other teams 
spent a total of 14 days in one target area. The first RT inserted on 
6 February to conduct a wire-tap and was extracted 8 days later without 
incident. The second team, ARVN-led, was inserted as the first was 
extracted. The team was extracted when three SCU became ill. 

p#) An ARVN-led team was inserted on 15 February and extracted on 
19 February after two team members became ill. Another RT was inserted 
on the 24th with the mission of roadwatch on Highway 921B. It was 
extracted oh 26 February after making contact with an unknown size 
enemy force. _ ** 

ptf) In Laos, one team came under attack by an estimated platoon 
necessitating its extraction on the second day of the mission. North 
of BA 611, two teams launched together on 17 February were inserted 
on separate LZs. Collateral sources, however, reported that the enemy 
had seen the insert and both teams were extracted the same day. 


BORDEN (jQ Program 

9 V 

CKO The activities of several BORDEN (]C) agents were brought out 
in a document captured on 19 January in Phu Yen Province by an element 
of the Capital ROC Division. This document indicated that SOG diver- 
sionary efforts were receiving satisfactory results and listed the 
names of eight ex-BORDEN (£) agents; five were inserted in Laos and 
three in SVN from November 1968 to April 1969. The document was hand 
written by a political officer in Phu Yen Province utilizing guidance 
he had received from the B-3 Front, and it ordered the arrest of 
captured NVA soldiers employed in intelligence activities by the 
enemy. The document described the method by which agents were infil- 
trated; described their mission in part as persuading members of VC/NVA 
units to respond to the Chieu Hoi Program; and described their uniforms 
and equipment. 


Wrap-Up: 25 February - 18 March 


(J&) Inserts in the SHAO were restricted during the visit of the 
US astronauts to Cambodia and were also curtailed in BAs 701/702 
because of increased Cambodian military activity. The percentage of 
ARVN-led reconnaissance teams, however, steadily increased. In December 
1969, 202 of the total inserts were VN-led. In January 1970, 182; 
February 282; and during this period the percentage of VN-led teams 
reached 652. 
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BAs 350/352 


y&') Three EARTH ANGEL teams were inserted overland from the Loc 
Ninh Special Forces Camp. These teams were the first reconnaissance 
elements to be reinserted into the Fishook area since August 1969. 

On 14 March, one team observed what it believed to be an NVA/VC platoon 
moving SE into SVN. It returned to Loc Ninh on the 15th. 


BA 351 

Although reliable sources reported no known enemy elements of 
major size in BA 351, SOG teams experienced difficulties with what was 
believed to be rear service elements, especially"™ LZs west of BA 351 — 
near Reiners Road, the bypass of Highway 131. Truck traffic had been 
entering BA 351 from the west; however, during this period, FACs flying 
out of Quan Loi observed that traffic moved into the base area from the 
north. Teams were targeted accordingly, and it was discovered that 
between 350/351, a large enemy build-up had taken place which included 
a divisional headquarters, two regimental size units and several uni- 
dentified elements. 

CTS) One team was compromised by an unknown size enemy force on the 
first day of its mission and extracted under cover of gunships. While . 
located on a three meter wide trail, another element observed several 
small groups of enemy moving to the west. Most were engaged in some 
type of logistical activity such as transporting rice. On 4 March, the 
team found a hootch containing from 40 to 50 large bags of grain. The 
RT was extracted by helicopter the next day after being compromised 
by an unknown size enemy force. 

An RT monitoring a northeast - southwest trail on 9 March 
observed approximately 40 NVA/VC moving northeast. The enemy wore 
clean green fatigues, belt type web gear, heavily loaded rucksacks 
and carried AK-47s. They moved single file on the trail with 2 - 5 
meters between individuals and were led by what appeared to be a 
Chinese. This was the second report of personnel with Chinese charac- 
teristics in this area. The team was compromised shortly thereafter 
and extracted by STAB0 rig without further incident. 

(J50 A recon element, launched overland from the Bu Prang Special 
Forces Camp on 27 February was compromised on 1 March. During extrac- 
tion, a UH1H was shot down by intense enemy ground fire, seriously 
injuring. a US team member. Team and crew were extracted under cover 
of gunships. 
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An EARTH ANGEL team walked overland from Due Lap Special Forces 
Camp on 27 February and contacted a friendly Montagnard farmer. The 
farmer stated that he had observed many NVA/VC in the hills about two 
kilometers northwest of his village, but he could not give an exact lo- 
cation. When the team returned to Due Lap, one agent defected to the 
enemy and unsuccessfully attempted to capture one of the other team 
members to take with him. 

Three teams reported negative enemy activity, and an ARVN RT 
was extracted on the 2nd day of its mission because of Cambodian 
civilian activity in the area. One RT made contact with an estimated 
two platoons and was extracted under fire. On 19 March, another team 
was extracted with a POW, but the POW died from wounds received durinq 
a fi refight with the RT. 


BA 701 

C*50 South of BA 701, an RT was compromised by an unknown size 
enemy force on the 2nd day of its mission and extracted under light 
small anns fire. In the BA, an EARTH ANGEL team found a storage area 
containing a rice cache and a bunker complex during a seven day mission 
but sighted no troops. * 


BAs 609/613 


Traffic was monitored in Cambodia to ascertain whether supplies 
were stopping in this area or moving into SVN. A FAC photographed a 
newly constructed bridge, estimated to be 75 meters long and 4 meters 
wide. There were definite signs of recent use, probably by trucks 
moving south. CAS also reported that supplies (mostly food and POL) 
were being shipped from the northwest for temporary storage in this 
area prior to being moved south toward BA 702 and into SVN. 

£*5) In Laos, photographs of Highway 96/110 were taken by FAC 
riders on the evening that the two platoon road interdiction force 
extracted. _The photos clearly showed that the highways were 
impassable at several points. At 1000 the next morning, the FAC 
returned to the area; photographs showed that the road was repaired 
and had already been used. In addition, new security bunkers had 
been established. 

Two teams reported hearing an estimated 65 2 h ton trucks 
on Highway 110 on 2 and 8 March. Another team was inserted on 15 
March to conduct a roadwatch on Highways 96/110* but was extracted 
on 17 March because of heavy enemy activity. Three elements were 
extracted immediately after insert under heavy enemy ground fire. 
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Three other elements spent from two to “four days in their target areas 
before being compromised. 

p#) An ARVN-led BRIGHT LIGHT team was inserted into a target area 
with a mission of recovering an ARVN team leader lost in the same area 
in late February. While searching, the element was compromised and 
in the ensuing fire fight, the ARVN team leader and one SCU were WIA. 

P#) Northeast in BA 613, one recon element was attacked by an 
estimated two enemy squads on 25 February. The team detonated claymores 
and hand grenades, killing an estimated 10 NVA and withdrew. It was 
extracted on 27 February. 


BA 614 

CJ5”) In the base area, an RT was active for six days before being 
extracted, reporting no activity. Northeast of the BA, two RT's made 
contact with an estimated two platoons resulting in 3 NVA/VC KIA and 
5 NVA/VC WIA. This heavy contact plus FAC reports of ground activity 
indicated that BA 614 and surrounding area- was a probable logistical 
base and staging area. 


BAs 607/611 

pFST) An RT was inserted in BA 607 on 13 March, but was compromised 
by an undetermined size force and extracted the same day. Southwest 
of the area, a STRATA team reported no enemy activity. 

In the southern portion of BA 611, one RT contacted an estimated 
two squads of enemy and was extracted on 5 March. Another team was 
compromised by an estimated platoon and extracted on the same day of 
insertion. A STRATA team was separated after contact with an unknown 
size force on 19 March; three team members were extracted on the 20th 
reporting that the other 3 were KIA. 

CJ5') North of BA 6ll, two teams spent 11 days on the ground. The 
first team discovered a cache of five 140mm rockets. When it was 
extracted on 13 March, the second team was inserted to destroy the 
cache and continue the mission of area reconnaissance. This team was 
extracted on 16 March after a SCU stepped on an M-14 mine. On 13 March, 
another team discovered a camouflaged comnuni cations/liaison station 
containing 10 hootches. TAC AIR was directed against the area and dense 
black smoke indicated that the strike hit some type of fuel storage. 

This area was also believed to be a troop infiltration route between 
the DMZ and the Khe Sanh area. Two other elements were beset with an 
unknown size enemy force and were lifted out shortly after insertion. 
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DMZ 

&Z) One team reported numerous enemy sightings during nine days 
in its operational area, and discovered a total of 29 rounds of 82mm 
mortar ammo stacked near a suspected firing position on 27 February. 
Enemy security precluded destruction of the Cache. This team was 
extracted on 5 March and another team was inserted. The second team 
was extracted on 9 March after being compromised. Another flip-flop 
operation was a roadwatch mission and terminated on 13 March after 4 
SCU became ill. 

The radio relay site north of Khe Sanh continued to provide 
an exceptionally useful means of maintaining contact with teams 
operating west of the DMZ. Seven US and 35 SCU were normally on top 
of the hill armed with two 4.2 mortars, a 57mm recoil less rifle and 
machine guns. They were capable of directing the fires of 175mm 
from a fire base to the east. Despite difficulties in resupply the 
risk and hazards to the personnel were offset by the advantages of 
having a radio relay site capable of monitering team activity with 
secure voice 24 hours a day. 


Cross-Beach 

0 % 

(/) Twenty-two cross-beach missions were conducted from 1 January 
to 15 March. Operations were conducted along the coast of I Corps, 

II Corps and the Delta. Missions in the Delta were along the southern 
coast of the Ca Mau Peninsula and were conducted under the nickname 
IVY COVER. SOG teams utilized the MARKET TIME facilities at Seafloat 
to conduct nine separate missions in coordination with NAVFORV SEAL 
teams. The four most successful operations resulted in 11 VC KIA. 

2 VC WIA and 5 VC captured. 


Wrap-Up: 19 March - 1 April 


BAs 350/351 


12%) An EARTH ANGEL team was captured by the NVA while enroute to 
its objective area on 15 March. During interrogation, team revealed 
that they were on a routine mission from the Loc Ninh Special Forces 
Camp. On 19 March, the team leader was forced to transmit a message 
to a radio relay aircraft that his team had captured an NVA prisoner 
ana had a wounded team member who required helicopter evacuation. By 
using a predesignated duress signal, he alerted his Vietnamese case 
officer that the team had been compromised. On 21 March, the leader 
overpowered a guard, escaped, and returned to Loc Ninh the same 
evening. During the debriefing, the team leader stated that 26 NVA 


armed with AK-47s, B-40 rockets and two 12.7nm AAA guns were deployed 
in an attempt to destroy any evacuation helicopters that were sent for 
the reported POW and hypothetical wounded team member. Since SOG 
policy does not permit use of helicopters to extract EARTH ANGELS, 
the enemy plans could not have been successful - even if the duress 
signal had not been transmitted. This was the second known occasion 
in which the NVA/VC attempted to set up a helicopter extraction for 
EARTH ANGELS. 

CFS) Between the two BAs, two platoon patrol bases launched seven 
RTs from SVN into Cambodia. Three teams were extracted by helicopter 
shortly after insertion because of contact with asemy elements. One _ , 
of two teams launched into another target area reported hearing a 
track vehicle on 23 March. This was the third occurrence since mid- 
February where track vehicles had been heard in this area. The second 
team was attacked by an unknown size enemy force on 28 March resulting 
in 1 SCU KIA and 1 US WIA. A sixth team reported hearing four groups 
of enemy, ranging from 10 to 100 in size, moving northeast and west 
between 25 and 28 March. The team also reported hearing or observing 
a total of twelve 2 H ton trucks. Two trucks contained eight bags of 
rice, estinjated at 400 pounds each. 

(j5) On 24 March, the third day of its mission, an ARVN RT came 
in contact with an estimated 40 enemy accompanied by two dogs. Three 
NVA/VC and one yellow enemy dog were KIA; the RT was safely extracted. 

CH) Two teams operated in another target area. The first team 
located an estimated 10 ton rice cache being stored in a bamboo hootch. 

The hootch was 25 feet long, 15 feet wide and 13 feet high with a 
floor two feet off of the ground. The rice was stacked in 150 pound 
bags, three bags deep, five high, in nine rows. This team also found 
a heavily used unmarked road oriented northeast to southwest that was 
not indicated on any maps. The second team was compromised by an 
unknown size enemy force after one day and extracted. 


BA 609 

(H) On 19 March, a two platoon patrol base from Dak To established 
a position along the SVN border in the northern Plei Trap Valley. The 
PB launched nine reconnaissance elements into Cambodia to reconnoiter 
suspected supply routes leading into SVN. Photographs from the teams 
indicated well used trails and possible bivouac/way stations. There 
was also phographic evidence that supplies were being transported 
by man-pack conveyance, including bicycles and two-wheel carts. One 
team reported a foot bridge across a 5 - 7 meter wide strean and a trail 
oriented north/south that ran parallel to the stream. Two other trails were 
oriented generally northwest to southeast and were about 1.5 meters wide. e 
surface of one trail was covered by bamboo mats that appeared to be about four 
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months old. The second trail appeared, to be frequently used and well 
maintained. This trail led into an area that contained 15 bamboo 
houses in good repair, believed to be a bivouac area or way station 
facility. 

tfS’) Northeast in the area an RT reported negative enemy activity. 
Another team was active for 6 days reporting heavy trail activity on 
trails oriented north-south and east-west. On an east-west oriented 
trail, a multi -company size base camp was observed with 30 bunkers 
and 10 sleeping huts. These trail networks strongly suggested an infil- 
tration route or resupply LOC where supplies were being man-packed 
toward BA 702. FAC photographs of an east-west oriented bridge, esti- 
mated to be 25 - 30 feet long and capable of handling vehicular traffic 
of up to 2Js tons, further increased this speculation. 

(JFS") In another target area, one RT was shot out of the LZ on 
20 March. On 23 March, the team was reinserted, but it was surrounded 
the next day by an estimated three squads. Helicopter gunships engaging 
the enemy caused the grass to catch on fire near the teams position. 
Because of the impending hazard, caused by the combination of the superior 
enemy force and the fire, a UH1H chase ship landed to recover the team. 

As the aircraft lifted off the LZ, it exploded and crashed into the 
burning jungle, bursting into flames on impact. Four US crew members, 

3 US teanf members and 5 SCU were considered MIA. The fire prevented 
immediate insertion of any rescue force and subsequent elements were 
aborted because of heavy epemy ground fire. 

CPS') In the PF portion of BA 609, an RT reported no activity on 
Highway 110 from 19 to 21 March. On 26 March, an RT was reinserted 
into the same area. At approximately 2130 hours on 29 March, the team 
detonated claymore mines which destroyed the front wheels of a ZH ton 
truck moving from east to west along Highway 110. The driver of the 
vehicle was dazed by the blast, quickly apprehended, and removed to a 
rally point. The vehicle was destroyed with thermite grenades. The 
team and POW were extracted to Kontum on 30 March. 

£F5T) Interrogation of the POW was conducted in Saigon. The POW 
stated that he was a corporal in the 1st Squad, Transport Platoon, 

40th Artillery Regiment, and that his unit was responsible for hauling 
food from a pick-up point in Laos to a delivery point in Vietnam west 
of Ben Het. He* further stated that the 40th Artillery Regiment was 
composed of the 44th, 1st, and 33rd Battalions and that he thought 
these units were located west of Ben Het. The prisoner knew nothing 
of Chinese advisors in the area. He gave details of his pick-up of 
supplies .and delivery to elements of the 40th Regiment, and spoke 
of rumors in his unit about an offensive in -the western part of the 
central highlands. 
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In another target area, a team met heavy enemy resistance on 
25 March and was extracted the next day after contact with a platoon 
size enemy force. Another recon element was inserted into the area 
on 31 March and reported negative enemy activity. 

(Jf€) An ARVN-led element was inserted on 24 March on Route 16. 

The team was extracted in two groups on the 28th after making contact 
with an enemy platoon. Ten enemy were KIA and 1 SCU MIA. The missing 
SCU walked into the G-5 radio relay site on 29 March. 


BA 607 

(j£) In BA 607, three RTs and a STRATA team were active. In one 
target area a team reported making contact with an estimated company 
shortly after insert on 20 March, but weather precluded extraction 
of the team until the 24th ^ While supporting the teams movement to 
an LZ, a Marine UH1E gunship was hit by enemy ground fire and crashed 
killing all aboard. Two other RTs made contact with an estimated 
platoon and were subsequently extracted. 


BA 611 

In the Laotian salient, a STRATA team made contact with a 
company size unit on 18 March resulting in one team member MIA. North 
of BA 611, a team located and destroyed a cache of 140mm rockets pre- 
viously located by another RT. They also discovered- an elaborately 
constructed and recently used bunker complex that contained six large 
bunkers with interspersed foxholes, and commanded an excellent view 
over Route 925. 

0&) North of BA 611, an RT conducted a successful wire-tap of 
enemy wire traffic. After recording for 15 minutes, the team severed 
the wire, secured a cross piece with insulators and wire attached, 
and moved to an LZ for extraction. 


Sapper Attack 

pS) On the morning of 1 April, approximately six sappers attacked 
CCC at Kontum. They were supported by mortars and succeeded in pene- 
trating the north wall of the camp. As a result of the approximately 
eight minute attack, the CO's billet and headquarters building were 
completely destroyed, and 16 SCU were wounded. There was minor damage 
to other buildings. The sappers successfully escaped. 
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Wrap-Up: ^2.- 22 April 


BAs 350/351 

(25) South of BA 350, two EARTH ANGEL teams were active, both con- 
ducting trail watch missions on suspected border crossing points. Over 
100 enemy troops were observed crossing from Cambodia into SVN. BA 350 
remained an enemy strong point and missions were temporarily curtailed. 


(25) A two platoon size PB launched a team on 31 March, in BA 351. 
The RT observed over 160 enemy troops moving along a well used road 
network, Rhiners Road, which had a heavy canopy making it very diffi- 
cult to. see the road surface from the air. The team also observed a 
company-size base camp which had been recently used. Attempts were 
made to insert three teams in another area, but two were aborted be- 
cause of heavy ground fire on the LZs, and the third team was extracted 
the same day of insertion. During the aborted inserts, one large cache 
and an estimated 400 - 500 enemy were seen on and around the LZs. One 
of three other elements observed both NVA soldiers and Montagnards 
during its mission. 

£25} V A second PB was inserted from Bu Dop on 22 April and the patrol, 
captured an unarmed male west of Bu Dop who was sent to the Special 
Forces Camp for interrogation. The P0W was subsequently turned over 
to the 11th Armored Cav -Regiment. 

(J5) Reconnaissance reports indicated that the enemy was building 
up a base of supply in the eastern part of BA 351. This assessment 
was based on the amount of truck traffic monitored by FACs and RTs 
since mid-March, and the fact that Cambodian pressure was increasing 
to the west. 


Wasteland 

(25) On 18 April, an ARVN-led team. located a platoon size bivouac 
area and found a briefcase and rucksack containing a notebook and other 
personal items. The notebook, which was written in Cambodian, was the 
property of an individual possibly assigned to a rear service unit of 
a Cambodian Communist organization in northeastern Cambodia. The latest 
information in the book was dated January 1970 and referred to various 
logistical activities for support of the VC/NVA. 

(25) A company-size patrol was active from 1-14 April in the 
area south of the Tonle Srepok River. One of two teams operating with 
the patrol observed a well used trail. The other team was compromised 
by an enemy patrol with a scout dog. One US and two SCU were wounded; 
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three enemy and the dog were kill ed . A" UH1H helicopter was lost during 
extraction when a B-40 rocket hit its tail boom. 

One RT located a well used trail oriented northwest to south- 
east. Another located a north-south trail and also observed four deser- 
ted bivouac areas or base camps. A third team was compromised by an 
estimated platoon accompanied by a dog. Thirteen VC/NVA were KIA and 
two US and two SCU were WIA. 

CTS') In other target areas, five RTs were extracted after encounter- 
ing unknown size enemy units. One element located an enemy base camp on 
the night of 22 April where three generators were heard running and a 
large building, 15 feet wide, 30 feet long and 20 feet high was observed „ 
under construction. A series of 6 trails and mahy signs of foot traffic 
were also observed. Early the next morning, the team was compromised 
. by a platoon size element with a leashed scout dog. This was the fourth 
^ sighting of a patrol and dog in the Wasteland area. 

C^S*) On 19 April, a FAC flying out of Ban Me Thuot observed 10. enemy 
pushing bicycles loaded with bags of grain. This was the fifth sighting 
by FAC pilots of this type activity, each identical in nature including 
direction of movement to the south. The same day, another FAC photo- 
graphed a»40 foot suspension bridge crossing the 0 Phlay River and the 
first AAA position located in the Wasteland. Other photographs indi- 
cated that the enemy was bringing in bamboo matting in an effort to 
build up the roads prior to the rainy season. This was a change in 
transportation emphasis since the enemy by-passed this area in the past-r- 
This increased buildup and improvements in the Wasteland area fell into 
line with other enemy troop movements southward. 


BA 609 


(3*0 On 20 April, one team engaged an unknown size force in Cambodia 
and captured a P0W and 2 AK-47s. The P0W was wounded in the neck and 
was placed in the hospital under heavy guard. Interrogation revealed 
that the P0W was a member of the 2nd Platoon, 2nd Company, 2nd TC Battalion 
of the B-3 Front. At the time of capture, he was engaged in rice planting 
with other members of his squad north of a base camp located across the 
border from Dale To District, Kontum Province. He stated that his battalion 
was engaged in rice growing and in transporting weapons, food and 
ammo into SVN. 

(T50 _In Laos, eight out of ten teams were compromised before complex 
ting their missions. 

\^f) One team was almost surrounded by an estimated two squads of 
enemy while conducting a wire-tap. The NVA wrapped their feet in rags 
to suppress noise as they walked through the jungle, but the team still 
'nj got away. The tap readout revealed that the enemy was knowledgeable of 
someone tapping their wire. 
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A second team was attacked by an enemy platoon, five flVA were 
KIA and the team evaded. Later they observed an estimated 100 enemy 
sitting in a clearing as if they were in a class and a regimental size 
bivouac area containing approximately 850 camouflaged foxholes and 
bunkers . 


BA 614 

(J5) In BA 614, three out of five RTs were extracted after contact 
with enemy elements. One platoon (4 US and 35 SCU) also established 
a mobile patrol base along the Laotian border on 17 April. On 21 April, 
the PB engaged an estimated platoon resulting in one SCU KIA. 


BA 607 


On 9 April, a pen flare from the ground was sighted near an 
insertion LZ. It was a signal from the co-pilot of a Marine AH-1G 
Cobra gunship that had crashed on 21 March while supporting another 
SOG element in this area. When picked up, the co-pilot stated that he 
had been thrown clear of the aircraft as it crashed and that the 
pilot was KIA. The co-pilot was taken to the 85th EVAC at Quang Tri 
where he was treated for malnutrition and injuries suffered in the 
crash. 


BA 611 

tTS) Information from a team on a riverwatch mission south of 
BA 611, indicated the Xe Sap River was not being used as an infiltration 
route. Inside the area, four ARVN teams were continually in contact 
with enemy elements. North of BA 611, nine reconnaissance elements 
engaged enemy elements. A team from NKP met an NVA squad shortly 
after insert, and one of the wounded enemy surrendered to the team 
as a POW. He stated that he was an LZ watcher and had notified a 
squad of eight Laotians that the RT had landed in the area. The 
POW and several Laotians were wounded by claymore fragments during 
contact; the POW surrendered when his friends withdrew leaving him to 
die. 


t?Sy From the preliminary interrogation of the POW it was learned 
that the prisoner was a 29 year old NVA Lieutenant named Tran Dinh 
Thang. While in NVN, he had been chief of an ordnance sub-section, 
rear service section, 27th Regiment, B-5 Front. In early February 
1970, he was assigned to a twelve man civilian proselyting team to 
organize and train the local inhabitants in Western Quang Tri Province. 
After arriving in the target area, the team members separated, moved 
to their assigned areas, and were not in contact with each other there- 
after. He lived and worked with the mountain tribes in Laos and Western 
Quang Tri Province where he helped the local inhabitants increase 
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food production and organize an area 'detense force. He stated that the 
27th Regiment operated out of the central DMZ area with the mission of 
attacking allied forces and interdicting Route 9. He also indicated 
that the 3rd Bn, 27th NVA Regiment was located in Western Quang Tri 
Province. 


West DMZ/DMZ 

pS") West of the DMZ an RT was active for two days before making 
contact with an estimated enemy platoon. In the. DMZ, two RTs were 
extracted after compromise by an estimated two enemy squads. A third 
team remained active. 


Wrap-Up: 23 April - 6 May 


(JP5T) The JCS approved the PATIO Of) program for the conduct of 
tactical air strikes in Cambodia on 20 April, and a SOG FAC directed 
the first attack on 24 April against an enemy column of 125 troops in 
the Wasteland area. A total of 175 sorties were directed against 
lucrative targets during this period. 

{*£) Only 10 US-led RTs were involved in the PATIO- (/) operation 
until 5 May, when the close hold nature of the program was lifted. 

Then it was decided to utilize both US and ARVN-led teams to direct 
TAC AIR. In addition to these recon elements, nine FACs flying seven 
0-2s and two OV-lOs and four Army observers flying 0-ls out of Ban Me 
Thuot covered the 740, 701 and Wasteland complex; and three FACs and 
four Army observers from Kontum covered BA 609 down to the 80° east- 
west grid line. Four F-4s from Phu Cat supported BA 609 efforts, 
while six F-lOOs were dedicated to support strikes in the 740, Wasteland, 
and 701 areas. 


BAs 350/351 


pS) In BAs- 350/351 and vicinity, three RTs were active with 
PATIO (j z) missions. One RT was extracted on 4 May after contact with 
an unknown size enemy force, but not before the team observed an occupied 
base camp and bunker complex. TAC AIR struck the target on the morning 
of 5 May, resulting in 7 bunkers destroyed and several secondary 
explosions and sustained fires. All SOG elements active in BAs 350/351 
were extracted by 5 May to accomodate pending allied cross-border 
operations in the area. 
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&S) Four TAC AIR strikes were employed against lucrative ground 
targets in BA 740. An F-100 strike resulted in five military structures 
destroyed, an anti-aircraft position containing a 51 Cal. machine gun 
destroyed, one large secondary explosion with numerous balls of black 
smoke and flying debris, and ten enemy KBA. Four F-lOOs struck an 
occupied base camp and destroyed 15 bunkers/ structures and 200 meters 
of trench line; 15 enemy were KBA. Two sorties of F-lOOs struck an 
area described by the FAC as a small city under complete camouflage. 

The FAC also stated that while the TAC AIR strikes were doing considerable 
damage, they were not getting the desired results in this type double 
canopy and the target was better suited for an ARC LIGHT strike. 

CF5T) Nine TAC AIR strikes were directed against targets in the 
Wasteland. One target reported by an RT was identified as an occupied 
bunker complex and suspected ammunition storage area. TAC AIR destroyed 
three large structures, and there was a large secondary explosion with 
a fireball rising to 500 feet. 


BA 701 

(3*>) fATIO operations expanded to BA 701 on 5 May in order to 
screen the southerly movement of any enemy forces evading the thrust 
of IFFV elements in BA 702. Twenty-six TAC AIR sorties were employed 
against 12 targets. On 5 May, 4 F-4s and 8 F-lOOs struck an occupied 
enemy base camp containing an estimated 150 enemy in trenches and a 
river crossing point; 14 structures, 24 bunkers and 150 meters of trench 
line were destroyed. There was one secondary explosion and 40 enemy 
were reported KBA. Another strike the same day included six sorties 
of F-lOOs which struck an occupied base camp and river crossing point. 
Eighteen structures, 12 bunkers, and 3 boats were destroyed. On the 
7th, two F-4s struck a reported occupied base camp resulting in three 
large secondary explosions and ten hootches and five bunkers destroyed. 

C ) S0G air assets were utilized to resupply FANK units at Ba Kev 
and labang Siek in a liaison effort nicknamed Operation STICK. 


Wasteland 


(J5) In the Wasteland area, eight RTs were active in six target 
areas. Three teams were extracted when team members became ill; four 
teams were extracted under fire after compromise by unknown size enemy “ 
forces. The eighth RT observed heavy enemy activity around its trail- 
watch position from 25 - 30 April. It also observed a large bunker 
complex and a well used north-south trail in the vicinity. TAC AIR 
was directed against the bunker complex and several structures and 
one bridge were destroyed. 
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BA 609 

5) In Cambodia, two RTs reported no significant activity and a 
third RT had contact with an estimated two enemy platoons. On 1 May, 

BA 609 was added to the PATIO ft) target area, and on the 5th, the 
area was expanded in order that SOG elements could screen the north- 
ward movement of evading enemy from BA 702. Eleven strikes were directed 
against targets in this area. On 5 May, the first 175mm artillery 
strike from Ben Het was employed against a suspected truck park. Results 
of the strike were unknown. 

(■TST) In Laos, six elements reported negative enemy activity. Two 
teams were extracted after compromise by unknown size enemy forces. __ ^ ** 


BA 614 

CJ5) A STRATA team reported no significant enemy activity during 
an 11 day mission. A platoon size patrol base launched three teams 
into target areas and combatted an estimated platoon; one SCU was WIA 
and three enemy KIA. One of the PB RTs was extracted on the eleventh 
day of its operation after contact with a possible Pathet Lao squad. 
The enemy' wore blue-gray uniforms and were armed with AK-47s and one 
Soviet 7.62 PPS 1943 sub-machine gun. 


BA 611 


CT5T) South of BA 611, four RTs were extracted after compromise. 

A fifth team recovered the remains of a helicopter pilot from a chopper 
that crashed on 21 March while supporting a SOG operation. North of 
BA 611, two RTs were affronted by NVA squad size elements and subse- 
quently extracted. A STRATA team continued to report negative enemy 
activity. 


Wrap-Up: 7 - 27 May 


Zone CHARLIE 

(Jg) SOG cross-border operations expanded during the reporting 
period to the area west of the Dog's Head and BA 353 to complement 
allied operations, specifically those of the 25th Infantry Division. 
Operations had not been conducted in this vicinity in the past, pri- 
marily due to the density of the civilian population. 
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p50 One element was extracted the" same day of insertion after 
compromise by an unknown size enemy force. A second team observed 
approximately 20 VC/NVA standing by a hut wearing gray shirts, khaki 
trousers and armed with AK-47s. The team was compromised by a screaming 
Montagnard woman and withdrew, throwing a WP grenade into the hut. Ten 
enemy were killed in an ensuing fire fight, and eight helicopter gun- 
ships supported the extraction; an estimated 50 enemy were KBA. Another 
RT was reinserted on 25 May with a JPRC mission of locating an under- 
ground POW camp recommended by the 25th Inf Div. The camp supposedly 
contained 11 US prisoners and 80 ARVN soldiers. The team located the 
underground facilities, but they had been vacated. 

CPS') Northwest of the Dog's Head, RTs sighted several well used 
roads oriented east/west and northeast/southwes't. Approximately ten _ * 
dark colored 3/4 ton trucks were observed along one of these roads. 

The vehicles were in a complex of small buildings with an estimated 
50 enemy soldiers. At 2000 hours a generator was started and ran 
throughout the night; at 0600 the generator was stopped. The troops 
then remounted their trucks and departed the area. The generator was 
believed to power some type of communications equipment and the enemy 
element was possibly a mobile communications unit. 


BA 740 


(j£) Two RTs were extracted before completing their missions when 
team members became ill. A third team was inserted and extracted the 
same day due to impending IFFV operations. 


BA 701 


(JS) Operations south of BA 701 to the Prek Nam Lieu River were 
terminated on 10 May to provide a buffer zone between S0G operations 
and allied elements. 

(JSO A company size patrol base launched RTs into Cambodia and 
conducted reconnaissance patrols on the west side of the Tonle Srepok 
River to the SHAO western limit. The patrols had a mission of locating 
cache sites along the river and exploiting targets of opportunity with 
TAC AIR. Twenty-five targets were struck by 66 sorties resulting in 
126 bunkers/structures destroyed and three secondary explosions. 

(JfT) One RT engaged a company size enemy force on 28 May resulting 
in one SCU KIA, three SCU WIA, four VC/NVA KIA, and two AK-47s captured 
Eight sorties of TAC AIR were employed in breaking contact. One wounded 
POW was captured; he was a platoon leader in the 32nd Company of a 
bicycle rice transportation unit. Nine other reconnaissance elements 
encountered enemy elements and were subsequently extracted. One RT 
was extracted because 6 team members became ill. Only one team 
reported negative activity. 
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Ba Kev 


CUT) SOG's mission team at Ba Kev continued to advise the FANK 
force in rifle markmanship, patrolling, and small unit tactics. 
FANK patrols with US advisors comnenced overnight operations which 
produced several targets for TAC AIR. Air strikes destroyed 172 
bunkers and caused 32 secondary explosions. 


BA 609 

Utf) ARC LIGHTS limited team activity in the Cambodian portion 
of BA609 during this period. FACs flying out o£*Kontum identified an 
extension of a previously discovered trail that ran almost to BA 702 
and noted a great deal of activity along the trail; numerous hootcr.es 
were seen and at one point row crops were spotted just off the trail. 
TAC AIR struck 22 targets resulting in 223 bunkers/structures destroyed 
three secondaries, and 30 NVA/VC KBA. 

(T*) In Laos, five teams were active. Two elements reported no 
significant information. Two ARVN RTs were compromised by an estimated 
enemy platoon armed with AK-47S. A US-led RT reported hearing 3 trucks 
moving southeast. 


BA 614 

(T#) Two STRATA teams spent a total of 22 days in the AO. One 
team completed its mission; the second was extracted after contact 
with an unknown size enemy force. One RT was also extracted after 
enemy contact. 


BA 611 

n^) South of the BA, one RT was in almost constant contact with 
enemy elements for three days. Then the team was ambushed by an 
estimated ten NVA armed with AK-47s and rocket launchers on 15 May. 
There were only light casualties and the tea" 1 was ext ract ed wi tho ut 
incident after a days weather delay. North of BA 611, an ARVN RT 
completed a seven day mission, and three other teams encountered 
NVA forces necessitating extraction. 


DMZ 

Two RTs observed and heard truck traffic moving west on a 
suspected east-west road. This traffic was probably carrying supplies 
into Laos for subsequent transshipment across Laos into SVN. Otner 
sources also reported that the number of transportation elements in 
the DMZ area had increased. 


Wrap-Up: 28 Hay - 10 June 

{J S) 0n 28 Mav, SOG received approval to utilize ethnic Cambodian 
teams as stay behind elements in base areas after allied elements pulled 
out. The program was initiated under the nickname PIKE HILL (Se 
Appendix IX). 

BAs 350/351 

(J50 No reconnaissance missions were conducted within the base 
areasbecause of allied operations. ^Six te^s.jiorth t °!L!£ e 3 u?: 
located eight trails, six of which showed signs of extensive use. 

These sightings and the extensive trail activity indicated that, 
sizeable enemy forces remained north of the BAs 35 ^ 351 7 c U v C / NVA i n 
with allied forces. On 31 May, one team observed 50 -. 75 VC/NVA in 
a bivouac area. Armed helicopters and F-lOOs struck the targe * u 
heavy foliage prohibited accurate bomb damage assessment \Buaj . 

BA 740 

(tf) On 8 June, while making an insertion, two J eli J°P^ s a ^ re 
hit b> ground fire and could not lift off the LZ. Two F-100sand 
four helicopter gunships supported the ^covering £*^opt ers, 

crews, and recon teams later the same day. Both helicopters were 
recovered from the area by CH-47 helicopters. 


BAs 701/702 

(J4) A platoon size element began operations on 4 June. On L 
June the platoon located a bivouac area containing J 22 large structures 
and a large munitions cache. The structures were burned, and the 
munitions were evacuated the same day to Due Co for * u ^®9 red a 
to the FANK forces at Ba Kev. On 10 June the platoon c JP*£ed * . 
wounded P0W after a short fire fight. The P0W underwenttreatme 

at the 18th Surgical Hospital, Pleiku. In a s ®P a r;i%^l°" ^- es 
10th the platoon engaged an unknown size force with light casualties. 
Operations continued with periodic contact with a determineene y 
force believed to be members of the T-12 Coninum cations Liaison 
Station reacting to B-3 Front instructions. 

(JSl'One RT called in air strikes on an estimated enemy P la *J°" 
position; there were five secondary explosions and ^ bunker and 10 
hootches destroyed. Six other elements were extracted after engaging 
enemy elements. One RT did locate three recently used trails and 
2 June, the team heard an unknown number of trucks moving west. 
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This was the third time since January that RTs had heard truck traffic 
in this general area. The enemy was probably moving supplies deeper 
into Cambodia because of the allied operations. 

tyS) Thirty-nine targets were struck by 190 TAC AIR sorties. 
Results: 500 structures destroyed/damaged, 73 bunkers destroyed/ 

damaged, and 52 secondary explosions. The BOA was confirmed by SOG 
covey riders flying with FACs using low-level hand-held photography 
techniques. 


Ba Kev 

A SOG team continued liaison efforts with FANK forces at Ba 
Kev. On 7 June a convoy arrived at Ba Kev from Labang Siek consisting 
of two bulldozers, two road graders and a dump truck. This equipment 
was used to improve the defensive positions at Ba Key and to extend 
the length of the runway. Supply levels however remained critically 
low. FANK training continued to stress local patrolling and defensive 
techniques. 

CT50 Op 6 June an ARVN-led liaison team was inserted into Labanq 
Siek to effect coordination with HQ MR5 and to direct TAC AIR strikes. 
Thirty-three TAC AIR sorties were flown in the Ba Kev/Labang Siek area . 
with the following results: 87 structures destroyed/damaged, 18 bunkers 

destroyed/damaged, and five secondaries. These TAC AIR strikes were 
considered successful in relieving enemy pressure around Labang Siek 
and Ba Kev. However, in order to simplify conmand and control problems 
in the Labang Siek area, SOG control of TAC AIR in that area was re- 
linquished to 7th Air Force on 10 June. 


BA 609 

C^) Three RTs were extracted after completing their missions 
reporting nothing significant. A fourth RT located four recently used 
trails before being compromised and extracted under fire. 

J^RT) A platoon size element was inserted 28 May. to assess ARC LIGHT 
strikes. The platoon investigated and searched bunkers and craters and 
looked for tunnel and cave openings. On 30 May, it was compromised by 
15 - 25 VC/NVA. During extraction, a UH1H helicopter was struck by 
enemy ground fire, crashed and burned on the LZ killing 1 SCU and one 
US c rew member. On 3 June, a second platoon, located a 3 meter wide 
bypass of Route 613 oriented NE/SW. Newly constructed bunkers were 
built along the road about 50 meters apart. On 4 June, the platoon 
was attacked by an estimated two squads of VC/NVA and the US team leader 
was killed, four VC/NVA were KIA. AlEs and helicopter gunships struck 
the enemy enabling the platoon to be extracted; 20 enemy were estimated 
KBA. 


CfS) Sixty-six TAC AIR sorties were flown in BA 609 during this Deriod 
resulting in 349 structures and 10 bunkers destroyed, 20 NVA/VC KBA, and 
four secondary explosions. 

(JJ?) In Laos, two ARVN teams reported no vehicle traffic for 17 days. 

A US-led RT reported sightings of VC/NVA on 3 June. On the 4th the team 
engaged the enemy with a total of two US and six SCU wounded in action 
and was extracted under light ground fire. 


BA 607 


(JiT) Southwest of BA 607 four teams were inserted from a new radio 
relay site. The teams reported extensive agricultural - activity, groups^ ♦* 
of well 'armed enemy, increased trail activity, and suspected communi- 
cations liaison or way stations. One RT discovered six recently used 
bamboo houses containing normal household equipment and several NVA 
khaki uniforms. The team also observed 58 enemy dressed in khaki shorts 
and long sleeved shirts armed with AK-47s, B-40s and RPDs. They were 
moving in groups of 8-10. 

Photographs taken in the area indicated wood chips were used 
to make .trails more trafficable during the rainy season. Hootches 
were permanent and well constructed with thatch roofs supported by 
10 to 12 foot steel beams. 


BA 611 


iT50 North of BA 611, a team ambushed three enemy on 31 May; two 
were killed, and a wounded P0W died enroute to the hospital. The team 
was reinserted in the same target area on 6 June. On the 8th the team 
ambushed four enemy; again all but one enemy were killed, and the wounded 
prisoner died of wounds. The team did, however, recover documents that 
identified these enemy as part of a road maintenance crew. 

In another target area an RT was shot out of its LZ on 1 June - 
and reinserted the next day. They engaged enemy units on two occasions. 

In the second engagement, three NVA were KIA; a wounded captured NVA died of 
wounds in the 18th Surgical Hospital. The team also observed a com- 
munications liaison or way station overlooking Route 1032B. The enemy 
units encountered were believed to be part of the security elements of 
this complex. 


DMZ 

CPS} In the DMZ one team was active for seven days and reported no 
significant information. Another RT was engaged by an enemy squad and 
was extracted under light ground fire. Results of S0G team activity 
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west of the DMZ continued to confirm large numbers of enemy troops in 
v this area. SOG and 7th Air Force FACs continued to report large concen- 
x trations of POL barrels floating in the river networks of the northern 
PFAO. From 1 April to 10 June, approximately 10,000 barrels were counted. 

£ 2 $) Since the middle of May, SOG covey riders from NKP reported 
extensive and rapid road construction along Route 1032B from the western 
edge of the DMZ south to Route 925. Bulldozers widened the road to 
30 feet and fording sites were improved with crushed rock. Bunkers and 
shelters were constructed in the banks of the road. Aircraft also reported 
an increase in 14.5 and 12.7 millimeter anti-aircraft fire. SOG FACs 
noticed a peculiar ten foot high fence running down the center of Route 
1032B that. was constructed of bamboo and elephant grass. Close-up photo-** 

^ graphy indicated that the fence was well maintained and that it camo- 
flaged the size of the road by causing shadows and blending in with 
the surrounding vegetation. A photograph taken on 5 June showed the 
end of the fence, several roadside bunkers, and a drive-in bunker under 
a large earth mound. The entrance of the bunker was shored much like 
that of a mine shaft entrance and was 8-10 feet high. A turn around 
point with vehicle tracks was evident at the entrance. 


Wrap-Up: 10 June - 7 July 


(JFif) SOG assets were necessarily 'realigned when US forces were 
prohibited from operating in the SHA0 on 1 July 1970. RTs were reas- 
signed and the 219th VNAF CH-34 helicopter squadron was deployed in 
support of SH operations. Ten RTs were organized by the ARVN during 
June at each of the three C&C detachments, increasing MACS0G assets 
to 20 US teams and 10 ARVN teams at each location, ARVN- led RTs and • 
selected personnel at CCN were reassigned to CCS on 28 June for SH 
operations. Fifteen US-led teams at CCS were reassigned on 30 June 
for operations in the PFAO. 


BAs 350/351 

P J S') In BAs 350/351, five teams reported extensive well used trails 
oriented northeast to southwest with heavy enemy patrolling activity. 
Visual reconnaissance reports of bunkers, tents and above ground cache 
sites indicated a possible base area along the Prek Pour River. 


BA 702 

A patrol base was operational for 25 days to determine whether 
or not VC/NVA were constructing base areas west of the border sanctuaries 
and to determine if the enemy had re-entered the base areas in strength. 
RTs operating from the base confirmed the presence of sizeable security 
forces and active enemy patrolling by squad sized elements. The patrol 
base made almost daily contact with small patrols. Information from 





POWs and documents captured by the patrol base indicated that a way 
station existed in the vicinity. 

In another target area, an RT observed a group of 15 enemy, 
seven farming and eight acting as guards. Later the RT was descended up- 
on by 30 enemy and was extracted under heavy ground fire. Another team 
observed 11 enemy armed with an RPD, a B-40 and AK-47s within 500 meters 
of a hospital and storage complex located and reported by conventional 
forces operating in the area. The team also reported that the enemy 
moved west carrying fully loaded ruck sacks and returned with them 
empty. A third RT made contact on 26 June with an unknown size enemy 
force. During the extraction, helicopters received an intense volumn 
of 12.7, AK-47 and RPD fire. 

pS”) Results of these RT activities and FAC reconnaissance sightings 
indicated that the enemy was continuing to use BA 702 as a major 
refitting and restaging area. On 25 June a PIKE HILL team was inserted 
on the Tonle San River west of BA 702. On 2 July the team met an 
unknown size enemy force and split up to evade. The team was success- 
fully extracted from two locations on 3 July. 


AIZ 

lT5f Ih the AIZ, 15 teams were operational from 16 to 30 June. All * 
teams were ARVN-led and were targeted against the principal route net- 
works and the Mekong, Tonle Kong, Tonle San, and Tonle Srepok Rivers. 
Enemy sightings were infrequent and logistic movements on the routes and 
waterways was not as active as was expected. 


p-ST On 19 June, an ARVN roadwatch team on Highway 13 heard four 
3/4 ton trucks moving in an undetermined direction. On 20 June, the 
team sighted 18 motorbikes, five jeeps and ten 3/4 ton trucks all 
moving from west to east. All motorbikes stopped at a suspected 
check point on the highway, but none of the trucks stopped. The team 
encountered an estimated platoon on 21 June and was extracted under 
fire. On 25 June, another RT sighted a platoon size force moving 
southeast and, later in the evening, northwest. They were singing in 
Chinese and North Vietnamese. On 29 June, just before being extracted, 
the team observed a h ton truck and an old French tank possibly abandoned 
by the FANK. 


A riverwatch team reported four motorized boats operating 
on the Mekong River. Another team on the Tonle Srepok River observed 
no river traffic from 19 to 26 June. A roadwatch team near Route 194 
reported several civilians carrying household goods moving west from 
16 to 25 June. The route was well used by ox cart, but no other 
vehicles were sighted. 
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ptf) A STRATA team was launched on 21 June from Ubon to the Ton- 
le Kong River. This was the only team that reported a significant 
degree of river or route traffic. On 23 June, the team spotted a 
battalion sized force, but weather was unworkable for TAC AIR. On 
25 June, a seven meter boat was observed moving north on the river 
with a crew of four. A machine gun of undetermined size was mounted 
on the boat. Two boats, approximately five meters long were observed 
at dusk on 26 June moving north. Five men, dressed in black uniforms, 
were in each boat. 


Ba Kev 

On 21 June, a half starved Montagnard male surrendered to the 
garrison at Ba Kev. He stated that he had defected from an armed group 
of 40 men and 10 women, all from his tribe, that had been pressed into 
service as laborers by the NVA. He indicated that he would be willing 
to accompany a force to induce the remainder of his tribe to surrender. 
A US- led patrol escorted the individual to the area on 23 June and 
located and evacuated two men, two women and a child. All were suf- 
fering from malnutrition. On 23 and 24 June the SOG liaison teams 
at Labang Siek and Ba Kev returned to Pleiku. 


BA 609 

Two platoon-sized reconnaissance- in-force operations engaged 
large enemy forces, possibly of company size and reported that the 
enemy was well disciplined, used fire and maneuver and arm and hand 
signals, and were heavily armed. Experience still indicated that 
infantry line units were present in considerable strength, and sub- 
stantial enemy forces from Dak Seang/Ben Het campaigns were known 
to have retired to this area. 

(J5") In Laos an ARVN team with an area recon mission affronted an 
unknown size enemy force on 12 June killing one enemy. On the 13th., 
the team emplaced M-14 mines to harass trackers following the team. 

One mine detonated shortly afterwards, and the team heard screaming 
and heavy firing in all directions. A second mine detonated, and 
the team evaded 'without detection. In another target area a team 
engaged a small group of VC/NVA and killed one enemy armed with an 
AK-47. The team was in the area for six days and reported that seg- 
ments of Route 110 were in bad state of repair and had not been used 
by vehicular traffic. Enemy transport and logistical activity appeared 
to be dormant throughout BA 609. Road and trail activity was negli- 
gible; routes were not being repaired when interdicted; and route 
maintenance did not appear to be emphasized. 



BA 607 


{?£) Southwest of BA 607 two teams walked from the SUGAR LOAF radio 
relay site. Both teams encountered severe electrical storms and returned - / 
to SUGAR LOAF because the Montagnard team members were firmly convinced 
that evil omens had beset the operation; one team had three members 
wounded by wood splinters when lighting struck their location. 


BA 611 

(J5T) North of BA 611, a US sniper team located a recently used AAA 
position with approximately 200 expended 12.7mm*casings. On 13 June, tt - 
the team- engaged two enemy squads supported by 60njn mortar. The enemy *■ 
force used fire and maneuver and was heard to call instructions to 
capture one of the team members. The team was extracted without further 
incident. A STRATA team was inserted on 12 June from NKP, encountered 
an enemy platoon, and evaded with no casualties. On 17 June, the team 
located a battalion size base camp that had been unused for about three 
months. On 18 June, 30 men, women and children were seen planting rice 
and corn. While under the teams observation, the laborers were warned 
of approaching aircraft by signal shots at which time all work ceased. 

The team was extracted on 19 June. 


DMZ 

CJ5) West and southwest of the DMZ, teams reported frequent contacts. 
The enemy patrolled the area extensively with squad size elements. A 
STRATA team reported several trucks moving on Route 1032B. Additionally, 
heavy road equipment operated almost continuously during their nine days 
in the area. The team had five confrontations with enemy forces and was 
extracted under light ground fire on 27 June. Another STRATA team reported 
light enemy activity in another area and was extracted without incident on 
28 June. A US team was extracted under emergency conditions after having 
been surrounded by a superior enemy force that attempted to induce the - . 
team into surrendering. Several enemy were shouting in English. Five ^ 
teams were extracted under heavy fire after combatting unknown size 
enemy elements.^ A trailwatch team heard extensive bulldozer activity 
and several trucks on Route 1032B from 21 to 23 June. The team was 
compromised on 24 June and extracted under light ground fire. 

On 30 June, an 0V-10 aircraft from NKP was flying a visual 
reconnaissance mission to locate landing zon.es west of the DMZ and was - 
downed by enemy AAA. The covey rider bailed out at 300 feet and was 
recovered with minor injuries. During the SAR effort however, an Air 
Force CH-53 helicopter was downed by AAA fire that exploded and ripped 
off the left side of the aircraft. The CH-53 inverted and exploded on 
impact. Crew members were listed as MIA. 


B-55 


(jg) An ARVN team successfully evaded an unknown size enemy force in 
the DMZ and continued to note extensive activity. On 22 June a US RT 
was inserted in the same area and reported that it was surrounded by 
enemy forces the next day. The team was extracted under heavy ground 
fire. Twenty enemy were killed by helicopter gunships supporting the 
extraction. On 27 June another US team was inserted and engaged forces 
the next two days. The team was extracted on 30 June under light ground 
fire. 

( Jg ) An ARVN team made Contact on 12 June and was extracted the 
next day. On 21 June, a US team in this same area was surrounded. 

C— 119 gunships expended on suspected locations and the team evaded 
until 22 June when they were extracted under liqht ground fire. In a _ 
third target area a US team reported hearing several trucks moving '*'* 
north to south during the evening of 21 June. During their three 
days in the area several explosions were heard in groups of two and 
three along Route 1032B. On 22 June, the team was attacked by about 
70 VC/NVA, and was extracted under heavy gunfire. 

(■?ST The enemy reacted very aggressively during this period to 
reconnaissance activities in the DMZ and the area in Laos west and 
southwest of the DMZ. This strong reaction.was evidenced by the large 
number of enemy encountered, the proliferation of tracking elements, 
extensive AAA fire received by air assets, and by the use of mortars 
to probe and attack SOG reconnaissance teams. Two conclusions were 
drawn from the enemy's apparent over-reactions, either the enemy had 
moved into the western portions of the DMZ in strength, or the enemy 
possibly believed that increased activities, which included many false 
insertions and extractions, were a prelude to future larger scale 
military operations into his Laotion and DMZ sanctuaries. In either 
event the enemy was laboriously improving Route 1032 southwest from 
North Vietnam and skirting the western portion of the DMZ. Evidence 
of this activity was noted by numerous FAC and RT reports. RTs heard 
numerous explosions indicating probable road construction and also 
heard continuous nocturnal bulldozer activity and occasional truck 
movement. Several visual observations were made of actual working 
parties on this route. Building and maintainance efforts on Route 
1032 strongly suggested that it would be a major infiltration supply 
route to the south. 


Wrap-Up: 8 July - 19 August 


CTS^fThe all -Vietnamese effort in Cambodia had better-than-expected 
results under the new SH authorities and restrictions that were effective 
1 July. The ARVN teams proved to be very reliable and team stay times 
„ c re ah st three times what was expected. Training for the teams had 
been an on-going \ -oqram for several months, but it was designed for a 
mush smaller scale of participation. The ARVN staffs, case officers. 
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launch site conmanders, and team members accepted their expanded u "“ 
responsibilities and turned in some excellent missions. MACSOG intel- 
ligence ana lists, using all available collateral sources for verifica- 
tion, did not detect any degradation of the information reported in 
the SH program. 

(JS) Problems included shallow reserves for teams, a lack of ARVN 
leadership available for exploitation forces, and limitations for troop 
lift helicopter assets. SH troop lift was provided by one VNAF heli- 
copter squadron with 27 CH-34 aircraft. Twelve to fourteen aircraft 
were provided each day in an operational ready status. This figure 
compared favorably with other VNAF rotary wing units, however the 
CH-34 was an old helicopter and required a grealTdeal of maintenance. _ 
Additionally, the number of hours flown by the squadron was far above 
the average usage factors for other VNAF units. The squadron supported 
three launch sites at Quan Loi, Ban Me Thuot and Due Co. The end 
result was that the 219th, the sole SH source of helicopter lift capa- 
bility, was spread extremely thin and had no reserve capability. SOG's 
concern was how long the unit could maintain their current rate of 
activities before they experienced serious maintenance difficulties. 

CfST Ninty-one teams were active during this period spending 646 
days in the SHAO. Teams were generally targeted to monitor water and 
land lines of communication in the AIZ and to determine enemy activity 
in BAs 702, 701 and the 350/351 complex. * 


BAs 350/351 

CFS'T In and near BAs 350/351 teams made frequent contact with the 
enemy. The NVA was apparently reestablishing way stations and base 
camps in western BA 351, and a significant amount of truck traffic 
was heard by teams operating north and west of the base areas. One 
ARVN recon team supporting a JPRC mission had one of the best team 
missions in months. Inserted on 23 July, the team was moving towards 
a possi^e POW camp, descended on a group of NVA with a large box, and 
set up a successful ambush. The box contained a CHICOM 15 watt CW 
and voice receiver transmitter in excellent condition. The radio and 
the auxiliary equipment were brand new, and CMEC considered it a signifi- 
cant find since this radio was issued normally only to large headquarters. 
The radio and its components were turned over to a radio research unit 
for possible use in the field. 


BA 740 

P*') RT and visual reconnaissance (VR) information indicated a 
build-up of enemy activity around the 0 Rang area. One intelligence 
collection team was active for 8 days before radio contacts indicated 
that the team had <been captured. 
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Wasteland 


(J5f A PIKE HILL team was continuously active for 52 days and 
reported substantial low level information from two small villages. 

In general, other teams made contact with individuals and small groups 
of enemy who did not appear to be patrolling. The teams were not 
pursued and encountered no fire and maneuver. The nature of contacts 
in the Wasteland supported the assumption that the enemy were rear 
service troops,. probably of the 250th Transportation Regiment respon- 
sible for moving supplies through this area. Several reports indicated 
increased aari cultural activity in the Wasteland. The enemy was forced 
to rely on locally grown foodstuffs due to the closing of the port of 
Sihanoukville, the damage to the rice crop in Nortff Vietnam, and the 
allied incursions in Cambodian base areas. 


AIZ 


ftsl In the lower portion of the AIZ, teams reported increasing 
truck traffic. Trails were widened into single land roads, and one 
new road was opened. On 25 July, a low level VR aircraft was able to 
spot a truck pn a segment of the new road, but, except for sporadic 
vehicle sightings and this new route, enemy activity appeared to be 
light in the lower portion of the AIZ. 

(TSl In the northern AIZ, teams were targeted against LOCs through- 
out the AIZ with specific interest on the principal route networks and 
the Tonle Kong, Tonies San, and Toni e Srepok Rivers. Enemy sightings 
were infrequent and logistical movements on the routes and waterways 
were not significant. In general, teams monitoring the LOCs reported 
that the area was not as active as was expected. This Indicated that 
the enemy was not yet moving large amounts of supplies south on the 
river networks. Collateral information from 7th Air Force VR missions 
supported this conclusion. 


BAs 701/702 


CT5f) Teams were, targeted in this area to determine whether or not 
VC/NVA were constructing base areas west of the border sanctuaries and 
to determine if the enemy had re-entered the base areas in strength. 
During the first half of July teams generally reported little enemy 
activity; however, during the latter part of July and early August both 
areas showed -signs of a build-up of enemy activity. The enemy was 
apparently reestablishing way stations, infiltration routes, and base 
camps. VR missions indicated that a transshipment point was being 
established near Lomphat. Frequent sightings of vehicle traffic on 
the routes and sampan traffic on the Tonle Srepok River were reported. 
Additionally a great amount of agricultural activity was noted. 



(JSj" : Weather in the Laotian Panhandle had a significant effect on 
MACSOG operations for the first three weeks in July and severely limited 
team insertions and extractions by helicopter. In and near the Laotian 
portion of BA 609, analysis of team activity and VR sightings indicated 
that enemy transport and logistical activity appeared to be dormant. 

Road and trail activity was negligible. Routes were not being repaired 
when interdicted, and route maintenance did not appear to be emphasized. 
Routes 96/110 were still not being used. 


SUGAR LOAF - 

(JSl Near the SUGAR LOAF radio relay site, a US team attempted a 
POW capture by the deception technique of declaring a false emergency 
and simulated extraction under fire. The team was in ambush to engage 
any enemy that would investigate the area after the mock battle. The 
ruse worked too well; a large enemy force swept the area and in fact 
surrounded the ambushing force. The team was extracted under heavy 
fire. 

On 14 August, a point reconnaissance team was engaged by an 
unknown size enemy force. Three members of the team were wounded and . 
the team declared a PF emergency. A BRIGHT LIGHT team was inserted to 
assist the team during the attempted extraction. Two UH-1 helos 
crashed, and, during a subsequent extraction attempt, another UH-1 
crashed when its ladder became entangled in a tree. Total casualties 
were three US and two SCU KIA and six US and five SCU WIA. Three 
helos were destroyed, two of which were lost to ground fire. Further 
insertions by helicopter were suspended in this area pending a re-evalu- 
ation of the enemy threat. 


DMZ 

(JTS'f^West and southwest of the DMZ, 18 teams were active. Teams 
were targeted on roadwatch missions to monitor logistics activities 
on the Route 1032B complex and almost every team made contact with 
enemy forces. On three occasions the enemy was heard to shout instruc- u 
tions in English. In the western portion of the DMZ, all teams made 
contact with enemy forces. In the eastern portion of the DMZ AO, there 
was a distinct lack of enemy activity. With increased activity in the 
western areas, it was assumed that the enemy had geared his security 
forces to counter small reconnaissance team operations. As a result 
SOG began development of new techniques for insertion of team assets 
which included parachute operations with . standard and high altitude 
drops. 
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MAROPS 

(T5) Maritime operations (MAROPS) along the South Vietnamese coast 
were nicknamed DODGE MARK or DEWEY RIFLE and used the PARBOIL (C) 
assets. Twelve DODGE MARK missions were completed along the MR 1 
coast. All missions were considered successful, however only two made 
contact with the enemy. On 5 July, "Nasty Class" PTFs landed a cross- 
beach team south of Da Nang to teconnoiter the beach. The team leader 
smelled mosquito repellent and crept up to four sleeping VC. The team 
surrounded the four VC; three enemy were killed, one was captured and 
taken prisoner. Two weapons, several grenades and 5 lbs of documents 
were also confiscated. The documents included information pertaining 
to village level VC/VCI activities in Quang Ngai Province. Significant 
was a list of persons in the province whom theJVC had marked for assas- ** 
ination. All information was provided to the Quang Ngai PHOENIX coor- 
dinator. On 11 August, a Sea Commando Team ambushed a samban with 
two armed VC south of Da Nang. Both VC were killed, and a pouch of 
documents was recovered. 


PSYOPS 




CPS') During this period, , 


Two official 

reactions were noted in captured documents. One dolJBBfent was a security 
regulation that prohibited listening to enemy radio stations; the 
other was a training document v/hich described false ammunition and 
contained methods to check suspected ammunition to determine if it 
had been tampered with, f 


JPRC 


(/) JPRC operations were mostly unsuccessful. Available infor- 
mation was not exploited on a timely basis and there was a distinct 
lack of coordination for conducting recovery operations. Operations 
emphasized the need for more rapid reaction in recovery operations, 
and an operations plan was cpordinated to establish procedures for 
major comr.ands to authorize unilateral recovery operations against 
perishable intelligence data in their respective areas (See Appendix 
XII). 


On 15 July a SEAL platoon conducted a raid against a PQW camp 
containing 30 ARVN and 2 US prisoners. The point man tripped a booby 
trap and the prisoners and guards scattered, thinking that they were 
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receiving a mortar attack. One ARVN prisoner was recovered later that 
same day. Subsequently, a PSYOPS boat with loud speakers attempted to 
have all escapees turn themselves in to friendly forces, and ARVN out- 
posts in the area were cautioned to be on the look out for the ex-pri- 
soners. None of the escapees turned themselves in. 

A SEAL platoon was inserted in Kien Hoa Province on 31 July 
acting on information from a 525th MI Group agent. Voluntary infor- 
mation received from a local villager confirmed the presence of 3 US 
PWs but indicated that they had been routinely moved approximately 4 
hours before the raid. «*. ' 

| ^ ) An agent report indicated the location of a POW camp in MR 1, 
and an RT from CCN was inserted on 1 August. The team approached the 
target area, came under attack, and extracted under emergency conditions 
on 3 August. A team was reinserted on 5 August to locate the same camp, 
but again encountered heavy resistance and extracted on 8 August. 


Wrap-Up: 20 August - 11 September 


BA 350 


(JS) West and northwest of BA 350, team sightings indicated an in- 
crease in enemy activity. Trails were widened into single lane roads, 
and the number of team contacts with enemy forces increased. One team 
received an estimated 40 rounds of 82mm mortar fire on three separate 
occasions. On 23 August the team eluded a platoon wearing khaki uni- 
forms and pith helmets and armed with AK-47s and Tight machine guns. 

On 25 August the team out maneuvered about 15 enemy who v/ere similarly 
equipped and was successfully extracted without incident. Another team 
was beset with an unknown size force and called helicopter gunships 
which killed seven enemy. A third team killed two enemy and captured 
three Enfield rifles, a MAT-49, and a 2.36" bazooka of WWII vintage. 


CPS') On a new high speed road constructed in this area, teams and 
VR aircraft continued to report vehicle traffic; one team observed a 
total of ten 2 H ton trucks operating on and near Highway 13. Low-level 
photographs were taken of a camouflaged bicycle and honda convoy south 
of the Mekong. Some of the vehicles were carrying rice bags and some 
were carrying boxes with unidentified cargo. This general area was 
one of the suspected locations for elements of COSVN Headquarters, and 
it was speculated that the enemy was also establishing base camps and 
storage areas in the area east and south of Kratie. 


BA 351 


(;*f 


Northeast 


of BA 351, a PIKE HILL 


team was inserted on 4 August. 



On 14 August it was determined that the team had been compromised and 
was transmitting duress signals. The team was declared MIA on 31 August. 

(TSi A STRATA team conducted a roadwatch on Highway 14 from 21 to 
28 August. Over 50 enemy were observed moving both east and west on 
the road. Sixteen enemy moving east wore mixed uniforms and carried 
AK-47s; some wore gray uniforms and gray baseball caps with red stars 
on them. 


BA 740 
~~ 

(Jgf East of BA 740, a three platoon mobile patrol base was inserted 
on 7 September for the purpose of conducting reconnaissance-in-force — 
along the border and launching recon teams overland. On 10 September, 
one team observed an enemy platoon and a suspected way station. The 
team was later compromised by an unknown sized enemy force and extracted 
under light ground fire. On 11 September, another team killed three 
enemy wearing black and white checkered head bands and then was extracted 
later that same day without incident. 


~Bte 701/702 


(J&f In and west of BAs 701 and 702, enemy elements were returning 
in strength. Teams could not move as freely in the area and contact 
with enemy forces was more frequent. The troops were line combat 
soldiers and not the rear service elements previously observed in July 
and early August. Platoon and company sized elements armed with AK-47s, 
B-40 rockets and light machine guns were observed moving north as well 
as south. Infiltration routes, bivouac sites, and way stations used 
prior to the conventional cross-border operations were apparently being 
re-established. Teams found it increasingly difficult to remain on 
the ground in areas that historically contained cache sites and storage 
areas. Analysis of team activity and visual reconnaissance missions 
Indicated that a transshipment point was being established near Lomphat. 
There were frequent sightings of vehicle traffic on the routes and sam- 
pan traffic on the Tonle Srepok River. Additionally, a great amount 
of agricultural activity was observed. 

A platoon sized ARVN-led exploitation force, the first of its 
kind tor MACS0G, was active for seven days with a reconnaissance- in- 
force mission to locate a way station. The platoon was launched and 
supported- by a US-led company from a patrol base established on the 
Vietnamese side of the border. The ARVN platoon encountered the enemy 
on three occasions and called for TAC AIR support with unknown results. 
Five abandoned platoon sized bivouac areas were searched and an ammo 
cache consisting of approximately 400 rounds of mortar and B-40 ammuni- 
tion was destroyed. The mission provided an opportunity to evaluate 
ARVN exploitation leadership and was judged moderately successful. 
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AIZ 


(jsf In the northern AIZ, only light and scattered traffic was 
observed on the routes and waterways. Route 194 was not yet being 
used and was still in a state of disrepair. Significant sightings 
of boat traffic, however, were made on the Tonle San. On 23 and 
24 August, a STRATA team reported 10 large motorized sampans, each 
approximately 8 meters long, moving in both directions on the river. 
The sightings were made just before nightfall, preventing observation 
of the cargo and TAC AIR exploitation. 


BAs 609/613 

41 

(JS) Four teams and a two platoon exploitation force operated in 
and near the Laotian portion of BA 609. One team observed two enemy 
soldiers and heard other enemy talking in what the team interpreter 
thought was a Chinese dialect. To avoid a suspected ambush the team 
moved away and called in gunship strikes with unknown results. The 
team returned to the Golf- 5 radio relay site and a two-platoon force 
was infiltrated to exploit a suspected platoon-size base camp. The 
exploitation force established a patrol base and dispatched recon 
patrols to search the area, but nothing was found. The exploitation 
force was extracted and another recon team walked off the Golf-5 
site to continue the mission. This team discovered an 82mm mortar 
pit about two kilometers southwest of the site constructed with bunkers 
built into the side of the pit and containing nine misfired 82mm CS 
and HE rounds and three 82nm fuzes. 

( TST^ Teams operating near Routes 96/110 continued to report 
negative truck traffic. Enemy contacts were not aggressive, and it 
was suspected that the enemy was preoccupied in agricultural activity, 
training, and political indoctrination for future offensive operations. 



BA 614 

West of BA 614, Operation TAILWIND, consisting of two path- 
finder teams and three platoons, commenced 11 September in conjunction 
withC. ^Operation GAUNTLET. The force had the mission or recon- 
naissance-in-force with a secondary mission of diversion for 
operation near Chavane. Several major supply 'caches were destroyed 
and contact with the enemy was heavy. See Appendix VIII for further 
details. - 


SUGAR LOAF 

(TST^Near the SUGAR LOAF radio relay site, one team encountered 
approximately twelve enemy troops, and a second team reported no 
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activity. On 30 August an 0V- 10 aircraft flying a VR mission crashed 
500 meters north of the site. A BRIGHT LIGHT team was immediately 
dispatched from the site and recovered the bodies of the two crew 
members. Cause of the crash was undetermined. 


DMZ 


(1ST In the area west and south of the DMZ a team on an area 
recon mission discovered two ammo caches near Route 9. One cache 
contained 100 to 200 rounds of 60mm and 81nm moetar rounds; the other 
cache had approximately 250 rounds of 7.62mm and 12.7mm ammo. The 
caches appeared to have been partially destroyed by airstrikes. On 
25 August, the team engaged an unknown size enemy force and called — 
in helicopter gunships; five enemy troops were KBA. Route 9 was not 
being used, but it was in good condition and could support heavy 
traffic with only a little improvement. 

(.T5 T An ARVN-led team encountered a possible North Vietnamese, 

Pathet Lao v platoon-sized element, and received B-40 rocket fire and 
mortar rounds. The imnediate and persistant pursuit of the recon 
team indicated a continued high enemy counter-reconnaissance effort 
in this area. 

(JF51T Recent FAC debriefs and results of several VR missions indicated 
that heavy rains significantly damaged the motorable routes and trails 
in the DMZ. Route 1032 had several large wash-out areas and there were 
deep ruts where heavy trucks attempted to traverse the route. However, 
engineer crev/s were continually repairing the damaged areas, and the 
route was able to sustain wheeled vehicle traffic. 


MAROPS 

(Jit) Ten cross-beach missions were conducted by the Maritime Studies 
Group. DODGE MARK 37-70 was aborted when the scout swimmers detected 
enemy fcrres on the beach. Three groups of approximately six to eight 
men each were crouched along the beach. with weapons pointed seaward. 

The team returned to the patrol boat and artillery was called in with 
unknown results*. Local commanders in the area believed the enemy was 
preparing to attack a nearby Popular Forces camp. 

00DGE MARK 39-70 consisted of two cross-beach teams with inser- 
tion targets in the DMZ. The first team aborted when a voice on a radio 
said, "We know there is a rubber boat coming ashore." Immediately there 
after, three red lights appeared on the beach at the insert point. The 
second team inserted well to the south of the first team's location and 
established an ambush site. They observed nine unarmed men early the 
next morning, but the group was not engaged, and the team withdrew to the 
PTF. 



■ TOP -SECRET 

(^) On 8 September, three teams were placed under the operational 
control of the Americal Division and conducted cross-beach missions 
into a VC/NVA operating base. During one mission, a team received 
sniper fire, but destroyed four bunkers. There were no casualties. 


JPRC 

The number of intelligence reports and recovery operations 
increased, indicating that field commanders had added their personal 
emphasis to the POW recovery program. Six recovery operations were 
conducted during this period, and one operation was conducted in Laos. 
Twenty-nine ARVN personnel were recovered. 


Wrap-Up: 12 - 23 September 


BAs 350/351 


£J5^Northwest of BA 350, teams reported considerable bicycle and 
motorbike traffic moving in both directions on Route 13, and one team 
avoided ten enemy armed with AK-47s and B-40 rockets. 


(TST In and near BAs 350/351, seven RTs reported very little signif- • 
icant enemy activity. A STRATA team reported groups of six to eight 
gray-uniformed enemy moving on Highway 13 carrying AK-47s. An EARTH 
ANGEL team walking into their target area spotted 20 enemy in black 
pajamas and armed with AK-47s; the group included three females. On 
13 September, the team broke contact with an unknown size force and 
returned to their SVN infiltration point. A PIKE HILL team established 
contact with a friendly village and was developing a low level intel- 
ligence net. 


BA 740 


In and west of BA 740, five teams tried to determine a reported 
movement of enemy supplies from the Nam Lyr Mountain storage areas. 
Monitoring began on 5 September, but no significant movement was sighted. 
A three platoon patrol base operated for 17 days on the South Vietnamese 
side of the border. On 22 September the base reported that they had 
seen an estimated 65 trucks in the early hours of the evening moving 
from west to east. FACs and a Flare Ship were alerted but could not 
locate the column. 
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AIZ 

(tA) in the northern AIZ, teams reported negative traffic on High- 
way M> and only scattered boat traffic on the Tonle San and Toni e 
Kona Rivers. Highway 19 seemed to be the most active LOC. A STRATA 
team llZled a total of nine 2k ton trucks and two 3/4 ton trucks 
moving southeast and northwest. Four trucks carried about 50 enemy 
soldiers with weapons. Due to darkness, the team could not identify 
the type of equipment or exact number of soldiers. 


BAs 609/701/702 ~ 

(ij Enemy activity was very light in all three base areas, and 
weather continued to be a significant factor in TAC AIR and heli- 
copter operations. An ARVN led RT in BA 702 was attacked by two 
enemy squads. Three VNAF AlEs supported the team and killed an estima- 
ted ten enemy. The team was then extracted without further incident. 


^ t* 


BA 607 

(tA) on 14 September a team was extracted under heavy ground fire 
from a target area west of BA 607. One UH-1H helicopter was shot down 
and destroyed. During their mission, the team observed the confluence 
of the Xe Sap, Xe Kong and Xe Ron and estimated that the junction was 
not navigable by boats due to rapids, large boulders and sand bars. 
Another team also reported that the Xe Ron and Dak 
not navigable. The team did observe a cable suspended across^the Xe 
Ron, and numerous cultivated fields were observed along the banks of 
both rivers. Team sightings and VR missions consistently verified 
agricultural activity in this area. 


BA 611 

t-A) North of BA 611, three enemy carrying AK-47s were sighted 
on a trail: two were dressed in brown shirts; the third was wearing 

a blue shirt* and carrying a white bag. The team attempted to capture 
a P0W, but all three enemy fled and a search of the area produced 
negative results. A second team was extracted after compromise by 
an 9 enemy squad. On 22 September, a third insertion was aborted when 
the lead helicopter received intense ground fire from both the pri _ 
mary and alternate LZs. 


DMZ 

(l/) Southwest of the DMZ, an RT reported that an unknown size 
enemy force was attempting to surround them. Two five man elements 
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approached their position from the north and west, but the team evaded 
to the east where they were extracted without incident. On 3 September, 
two BORDEN (fl) agents were parachuted into the area carrying homemade 
chemical time bursters to be emplaced in the bung of a POL barrel. 

They also had instructions to notional teams for the destruction of 
POL facilities. Collateral information indicated that the agents were 
captured within 12 hours of insert and that NVA security forces were 
subsequently alerted to guard against C-130 parachute insertions under 
the cover of leaflet drops. 

No teams were inserted in the DMZ. FAC. debriefs and VR missions 
indicated that the major routes were being repaired, and bulldozers and 
work parties were sighted on Route 1032B. The roads were fairly dry, ,, 
and most of the interdiction points appeared open. " 


JPRC 


The remains of two US Army crew members were recovered that had 
been missing in action for over a year. Negotiations for 21 US POWs held near 
Nui Ba Den were in progress with the VC Camp Commander. This was to be a 
straight money exchange, but the situation was believed to be compounded 
by internal greed. 




II Field Force Units conducted two unsuccessful attempts to 
locate six suspected US POWs based on information given to the 25th 
US Division by a GVN sympathizer. A Hoi Chanh reported that he knew 
the burial location of two crew members from an L-19 crash in early May 
1970, but during an attempted search the Hoi Chanh became sick and 
refused to lead the recovery team. 


C sf 


US Navy SEALs received word that US prisoners were being held 
at a POW camp. During the operation two VC guards were killed, one VC 
was wounded and one VN prisoner was liberated. Debrief of the prisoner 
and examination of documents captured contained no indication of US 
among the prisoners. 




Wrap-Up: 24 September - 9 October 


Zone CHARLIE 


C*5f One recon team encountered enemy forces on three occassions in 
Zone CHARLIE. During the second contact on 4 October, the team directed 
helicopter gunships against the enemy positions with unknown results and 
evaded. On 6 October, the team skirted an enemy squad and was extracted 
without incident. During the extraction, a pilot saw an occupied enemy 
base camp, and two Air Force A-37s were employed against the camp. There 
were secondary explosions with orange flame and black smoke. An artillery 
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position was observed by another team before encountering an estimated 
platoon. The team broke contact and withdrew. Later that same day the 
team returned to the gun positions and observed several field artillery 
pieces of unknown types oriented in an easterly direction. TAC AIR 
struck the target resulting in one weapon destroyed and several secon- 
dary explosions. The remaining weapons were camouflaged after the air- 
strike. On 6 October, the team made contact with an unknown size enemy 
force and was extracted under light ground fire. The employment of TAC 
AIR on these two targets was an excellent example of the effective com- 
ination of reconnaissance and exploitation. 

pSf An EARTH ANGEL team observed an estimated 100 enemy troops 
wearing khaki uniforms and armed with AK-47s on 6 October. ^ 

Low level photography missions indicated Route 75 from Ph Chhland 
to Dambie was very active. Observers saw numerous Hondas with trailers 
and personnel on bicycles loaded with supplies. The bulk of traffic was 
moving north. Many small side roads along the route showed signs of 
heavy use and large bags of rice were photographed stacked under the 
trees. The area around Dambie seemed to be the controlling point for 

the movement of supplies. The enemy was probably moving supplies north 

on Route 75 to Chhlong, then across the Mekong River for further ship- 
ment to enemy units operating around Kampong Cham and Kompong Thom. On 
7 October, a VR plane observed heavy bicycle traffic loaded with supplies 

moving north on Routes 243 and 244. Nine sampans were also observed by 

a damaged bridge across the Kompong spear River. The boats were probably- 
used to ferry personnel and equipment. 


BAs 350/351 

(gf Southwest of BA 351 in SVN, a two platoon patrol base with a 
secondary mission of reconnaissance-in-force was active for 12 days. 

They located and destroyed a company size bivouac area and a bicycle 
repair shop. On three nights the PB heard an unknown number of heavily 
loaded trucks moving in a westerly direction north of their location. 

Six RTs provided area coverage for movements of enemy supplies 
and personnel north and wes 1 ; of the 350/351 complex. 

CTTf^A PI!'£ HILL team was active for 23 days and was able to solicit 
the willing support of Pu Char - a Montagnard village of about 60 persons. 
The team used one cf the villager's huts as' a safe house and often talked 
to the village chief about VC/ilVA activity in the area. An interesting 
note was that the VC/NVA enjoyed vast quantities of the the Montagnard 
rice beverages with the attendant results. 

A STRATA team on Highway 13 from 19 to 29 September reported 
103 sightings of civilian and military movement and observed an enemy 
checkpoint. The checkpoint was a. cement house, 3 meters square and 5 
meters high, manned by two enemy in khaki uniforms and armed with SKS 
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rifles. Vehicles were not stopped at the checkpoint during daylight, 
but were delayed for approximately five minutes during the hours of 
darkness. There were 44 sightings of motorcycles and 30 sightings of 
bicycles; all but 18 were ridden by military personnel. Eleven h ton 
vehicles and twelve heavily loaded trucks were heard during the hours 
of darkness moving both north and south. Helicopter gunships were 
directed on the check-point with unknown results. 


BA 740 

An RT discovered a battalion size base camp containing 40 
huts, 60 bunkers, a kitchen, and a dispensary. In the camp were two 
caches consisting of 150 B-40 rockets, 210 60mm mortar rounds, and 
400 brand new gas masks. On 25 September the team evaded 10 to 15 
enemy and was extracted under light and scattered ground fire. TAC 
AIR was employed on the cache sites with unknown results. 

(J5T During a resupply mission on 25 September a US Air Force 
UH1P helicopter gunship struck a tree, crashed, and caught fire. 

Two of the crew were killed, and the bodies were recovered by a S0G 
BRIGHT LIGHT team the next day. A FAC also received ground fire and 
directed three VNAF AlEs and two USAF F-4s against the enemy. There 
were four secondary explosions, two secondary fires, and 16 enemy 
estimated KBA. 

(JS) A STRATA team on Route 141 observed over 60 NVA/VC in small 
groups moving south from 21 September to 9 October. Most of the enemy 
wore khaki uniforms with green hats, and were armed with AK-47s. One 
other STRATA team was active for 16 days and reported negative enemy 
activity. A third STRATA team observed a NVA company on 4 October 
wearing khaki and black uniforms moving northwest on Route 132. On 
6 October, the team observed seven trucks driving without lights 
traveling northwest. The team was not able to determine if the trucks 
carried supplies. TAC AIR struck the area on 7 October, destroyed a 
truck, and caused two secondary explosions. 

CTST Two members of a three man PIKE HILL team missing since 
31 August, escaped from the enemy on 29 September and walked into a 
night defensive position of a US Infantry Company. The third member 
of the team was killed during their escape. Both individuals were 
carefully interrogated, and a Polygraph examination substantiated 
their story. 


Northern SHA0 


CF5T Thirteen teams were targeted against base camps, storage 
areas, land and water LOCs in the northern SHA0. The teams reported 
little significant NVA activity. A STRATA team destroyed a bridge on 



Route 19 on 2 October . They had f^^TcSbSdlf. «* 

was crossing, h0 “ v *^ *5® “ m °“ ! h °y J^te about to blow the bridge; he was 
a bicycle observed the team as they were aoout ^ # new ^ability 

?oJ a sofsTRAT* X StS e ihi 1 ch^ was developed to insure lucrative demolition 
targets fnTt“?fetS, could be attacked with a minimum of advanced 
warning should the need arise. 

BvzfA s rsssi ss TJS^i j rsa 

IHnemriut P rhrteri:Lrd\^afurertracS e without incident, , 


BA 609 

(vti On 24 September a VR aircraft saw a set of bulldozer tracks on 
Rout£ll0° These track sightings represented a significant ^ a J|J m f ^° ned 
Drevious' ‘sightings and mining missions were conducted. One 
Route 110E on 4 October with two H-7A2 mines and two pounds of TNT On 
9°0ctober, the road was mined again with two M-7A2 mines and a Claymore 
mine with an anti disturbance device. 

ngf Near the Golf-5 Radio Relay site, one team wbushed eight enemy 

a&r • 's'snisisfsspi - -f ~ 

forceon 8 October and one SCU was KIA and one wounded. 


BAs 607/611 

uhr KSH?? 

fourtl^team ^“ope?a?ors’Ittemptin, to contact the 

team using the SUGAR LOAF Radio Relay Site Call Sign. 

C^f In BA 611, one team reported that they had enemy movement on 
?^^d S is e mUs?nl tW Sn U e S «Tai^t support^ Section crashed 

Sd on another hill. The team found several small caches, US^ 

iteration and was stationed on this hill with three platoons. He 
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showed the team that the entire hill top was mined, and the team was 
extracted when the SCU refused to move off the hill. 


OMZ 

(JPSf Southwest of the DMZ, two road-watch teams on Route 925 heard 
heavy vehicles moving in both directions on the road. One ARVN and one 
US team were confronted with unknown sized enemy forces and extracted 
under small arms fire. In the DMZ three teams made contact with enemy 
forces, although no significant enemy sighting^ were noted. 


Analysis. — 

(#P5T" During the 3rd quarter of 1970, 74 teams were inserted into 
the northern PFAO. Two out of three teams experienced significant 
enemy contact at some time during the conduct of the mission. The 
NVA/VC had obviously intensified its counter-reconnaissance activies 
in the DMZ and more noticeably in the northern PFAO west and south- 
west of the DMZ. Reconnaissance teams experienced an increasing 
number of enemy tracking units, many with dogs. The NVA was also 
apparently making a concerted effort to monitor and occasionally jam 
team radio frequencies. Although these expended efforts were apparent, . 
they did not interfere with team operations to any appreciable degree. 
One hundred and sixty-five intelligence reports were submitted as a 
direct result of these reconnaissance operations which confirmed the 
fact that the enemy had developed a relatively sophisticated rear 
area security system. 


MAROPS 

p) A forward operating base was temporarily established at Qui 
Nhon to furnish a quick reaction capability for perishable intelli- 
gence. Information was provided locally by a Naval Intelligence Liaison 
Officer, and operations were conducted from 24 September through 9 
October as an adjunct to normal operations from Da Nang. Seven missions 
were planned, but only three were conducted due to weather conditions; 
these did not precipitate any enemy contact. 

P'5 DODGE MARK-51 was launched on 7 October with a mission to 
capture a small band of VC/VCI. The team infiltrated ashore and set 
up an ambush approximately 200 meters inland. At 2330 hours a flashing" 
light appeared 500 meters from the teams position. A sampan came into 
the beach at the light and departed 10 minutes later. Coastal Group 13 
was called to interdict the sampan but was unable to navigate among the 
fishing weirs in the area. No VC were captured. 
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PSYOPS 

^JS^Voiee of Freedom programs for the month of October were 
written "with the viewpoint that the South Vietnamese people were more 
determined than ever to prevent SVN from falling under Conmunist con- 
trol. It was pointed out that SVN continually strived for peace at 
the Paris Peace Talks and that the North was merely using the talks 
as a sounding board for its propaganda lines. The POW situation was 
stressed as a very sensitive political problem, in that North Vietnam 
had never officially acknowledged the fact that they had troops in 
SVN. VOF continued to air a program called "Bf*idge of Love", on which 
the names of NVA soldiers who had rallied or who had been identified 
as KIA were broadcast for the information of their families back home. 
President Nixon spoke at 0900 hours on 8 October. By noon-time the ** 
same day his speech was put out over VOF; even before Hanoi could 
react to it and expend their own anti -propaganda. For more VOF infor- 
mation, see Appendix XI. 


JPRC 

SOG representatives flew to Ca Mau on 25 September to assist 
in planning a PW recovery operation. Navy SEAL Team One, which had 
previously recovered 28 ARVN PWs, had information on a camp reported 
to contain two US, 40 ARVN and 150 Political PWs. The source was a 
local school teacher and a former VC, who had contact with the camp 
security guard. The SEALs had been working on this operation for 
some time, but the camp was moved and required a change in plans. 

The operation was supposed to commence within 24 hours after the 
source had reestablished contact with the security guard. 

CTSf In late September, an NVA Lieutenant rallied to the Cambodian 
Army in Phnom Penh and during debri ef i ng • f urni shed information regarding 
a VC PW camp. It supposedly contained 12 US and 24 ARVN PWs. An 
EARTH ANGEL team was inserted in the area on 3 October to verify its 
existence but did not locate the camp. MACV J-2 dispatched an inter- 
rogation team on 8 October to Phnom Penh with a polygraph and verified 
the rallier's report. FANK gave permission to JPRC to use the rallier, 
who volunterred to lead a PW rescue operation. A US led rescue 
operation was "planned as soon as the PW camp was accurately located. 


Wrap-Up: 10 - 23 October 


Zone CHARLIE 

CTSf’A STRATA team monitored Route 7, and the majority of the 
traffic seemed to be civilians on Hondas, with only sporadic military 
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traffic. On 9 October, the team came under small arms fire and R an 
rockets and was extracted without incident the nex?™ay An EARTH 
ANSEL team conducted a JPRC mission from 3 to 18 October tnino to 
locate a POW camp which supposedly contained 12 US and 24 ARVN pows 

force^to^withdraw^ 00 "“T ° f the reported ^ loca??on! b« was S ‘ 
rorced to withdraw by enemy forces before it was able tn rmvFinn ti, a 

camp Aerial photographs of the area indicated smoke penetratina the 
ft one point. Further blow-ups of ™e selected I?ea 
showed the smoke in greater detail indicating a possible camD One 

ba?h ?n a , P h Sh r d J hree pe0p,e °" the tSo P«Jle “king a 

ba *5. ln 3 crater ‘ Laundry was laid out t# dry on a loo in 

facility in th?J Irtl* activities indicated a possible static type 


BA 740 


• r*» 


on 180ctober an/Jh 740 ’ 3 team observed t* 0 enemy moving southeast 
STRATA team - and Was extracte d under enemy ground fire A 
STRATA team, inserted on 17 October, ambushed four NVA three davs 

u ri 0 ^J e h' 

under light ground fire. estlmated 10 enemy and was extracted 
one P Mnth h<! A^pfra 1 ^ ^^,.^; Positions had been abandoned about 

iz £ B ss; 0 r eral 

noon, and a FAC direcS'nine mfTu “oT^' ’S.SS th?" ' 
enemy troop concentration; seven structures weredestrov^d?wn 
secondary explosions erupted and an estimated 55 enemy S kb A. 

khakP^ rthWeS i 0f BA 740 > an RT observed two enemy dressed in 
khaki uniforms and armed with AK-47s, movinq north Thp 

team U nh« ed 2" unknown size enem y force and was extracted A STRATA 
on is n42 e<l nUmer0US secondar y trails with negative activity ™d 

located t Thp , tL COmPany '! iZed reSt area with f resh-cut lumbe^was 
located. The team was extracted on 16 October without incident 

BA 701 

hamK<l'^ S ^2 n ^ T ’ 1 " serted on 6 October, found 100-200 foxholes with 
bamboo and rice thatching which appeared to abouttwomonthsoTd 
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In a nearby location, ten rectangular foxholes and two medium-sized 
bamboo houses were observed. On 9 October, three NVA were observed 
moving southwest, but a capture was not attempted due to the 
suddenness of the sighting and the team not being in an ambush posi- 
tion. The team was extracted on 12 October. 

(jxtf On 19 October an RT reported observing an estimated enemy 
company 150 meters south of its position, but TAC AIR could not be 
called because the team did not have communications with a FAC. Con- 
tinuing their mission. Route 19 was found to be in a poor state of 
repair, and two trails and a large punji field were located off 
Route 19. 

CFST.A platoon met with stiff resistance during its stay on the 
ground on 21 and 22 October. During the insertion, the enemy used 
loudspeakers telling the platoon to surrender or be killed. Four 
^ languages were used: North Vietnamese, Chinese, Cambodian and 

Montagnard. The platoon circumvented three separate enemy forces 
ranging in size from an estimated squad to two platoons, and when the 
platoon was extracted, it came under heavy ground fire, which included 
12.7 AA fife. VNAF A-ls destroyed the gun position. 


BA 702 

On 13 and 14 October, an RT located a wire north of BA 702 
and tapped it for 11 hours and 45 minutes. The tape was translated, 
but only small pieces of information were picked up due to a high 
noise level. The number of converstaions, however indicated that 
the wire was connected to a switchboard with more than one subscriber. 

On 15 October, the team fell upon five enemy and killed three. The 
team was then extracted. 

CJ5f A FAC directed three VNAF A-ls against five structures on 
an insertion LZ. All structures were destroyed and a team was inserted. 
As the team was being extracted on 14 October, another enemy camp was 
seen. VNAF A-ls again struck and four structures were destroyed. 

{?%) On 22 October, a hi -low VR mission was flown along Routes 197 
and 19 and the Tonle San River. No enemy activity was sighted and 
there was very little civilian activity. Substantial amounts of aban- 
doned Cambodian equipment was located and photographed. A Soviet BTR-152 
^armored personnel carrier and two Allis Chalmers bulldozers were located 
near the village of Labang Siek. Photographs of the airfield at Virachey- 
indicated it was clear of trash and destroyed equipment, but it had not 
been used. This was the only low-level hand-held aerial photography 
mission flown during this period due to the non-availability of assets. 
The importance of these missions in SOG reconnaissance efforts was an 
accomplished fact and discussions commenced for the procurement of 
aircraft. The low-level program was firmly established under the nick- 
. name FORD DRUM. 
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AIZ 

(J87 In the western portion of the AIZ, five teams were active near 
the Tonle Kong River. A riverwatch team was extracted on 10 October 
and reported night boat traffic and barges. A second team was inserted 
on 16 October and reported heavy traffic in the form of motorized boats 
moving both north and south. Lack of communications during the hours 
of darkness precluded the use of TAC AIR. 

One RT, discovered twelve punji traps from 10 to 13 October. 

On the 13th, the team observed and attempted to photograph the fin 
assembly of a suspected 60mm mortar, but the device exploded, killing 
one SCU and wounding another. Another team was active from 12 to 17 
October and eluded five NVA and eight to ten NVA on 14 and 15 October 
respectively. - * **• 

CJS7 A PIKE HILL team reported motorized sampan traffic on the Prek 
Smong River from 2000 to 2300 on 21, 22 and 23 October. During normal 
radio traffic with the team, however, the team responded with duress 
signals, indicating that they were under enemy control. 


BAs 609/613 

In BA 609, a point recon team was inserted on 18 October to 
ocate an NVA training camp. On 19 October, the team was pursued by 

NVA st l uads - Th ® team broke contact and then combatted four other 
NVA. CS was thrown 1 and the team continued to withdraw. Three SCU and 
one US were WIA and one SCU and one US became MIA. A "May Day" was 
transmitted by the US MIA, and AK-47 fire was heard in his direction. 

The rest of the team was extracted on 19 October. On 22 October, audio 
distress signals were monitored and a S0G rescue team attempted inser- 
tion on the 23rd. Enemy action precluded the insertion and TAC AIR 
was employed with unknown results. 

(Tsf Dn 9 October a team observed three trails and 15 bunkers 
On 14 October, an enemy soldier was captured when the team leader'simply 
jumped out on the trail and told him he was a prisoner. The NVA immedi- 
ately put up his hands and offered no resistence. At that same instant 
four more enemy. were observed about 60 meters down the trail. The team 

LI. at thenr ’ two NVA were KIA and two were wounded. The team and the 
POW were subsequently extracted on 14 October without incident. The 
POW was a medic PFC and assigned to the D-2 'Engineer Battalion doing 
road construction on 8 kilometers of Route 110. The POW expressed fear 
of the RT- due to warnings from his CO that he would receive bad treat- ’ 
men if captured. He also expressed some knowledge of the reconnaissance 
practice of insertions of S0G teams. Further interrogation revealed 
t at many members of the POW's unit suffered from malaria, swollen 
limbs, and low morale. 
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tF5l Three US-led platoons established a patrol base on 19 October 
on the SVN border. On 21 October, contact was made with an estimated 
enemy squad, and 175mm artillery from Ben Het was directed aqainst sus- 
pected enemy positions. 

CTifT On 13 October, B-40 rockets, RPD and AK-47s were expended 25 
meters south of a US-led teams location. The team moved north and 
directed two helicopter gunships on the suspected enemy position with 
unknown results. On 14 October the team made contact with about eight 
enemy, moved 50 meters to the south, and then directed two A-ls and 
four cobra gunships against the enemy with unknown results. The team 
was subsequently extracted under heavy small arsts fire. 

CTST' Several major trails were crossed and 20 - 30 smaller trails — 
were noted by other RTs. All trails appeared recently used. Most of 
the teams also made contact with an unknown sized enemy forces. 


BAs 607/611 

PS< A. -team was inserted and extracted on 23 October after contact 
was made with an estimated enemy squad. One SCU was KIA and there were 
unknown enemy casualties. North of BA 611, a team spent only 39 minutes 
on the ground and engaged the enemy twice. 


DMZ 

('TSTf On 10 October, a team made two attempts to insert west of 
the DMZ, but was prevented because of grass and brush fires caused 
by the suppressing gun support. An insertion was made on the third 
attempt and a radio transmission was monitored in North Vietnamese. 

It said "The team just landed, everybody .move up." The supporting 
helicopter immediately returned to the LZ and extracted the team with- 
out incident. During the extraction, a second transmission was moni- 
tored, which stated, "The team is going back, everybody stay alert." 

A second team was inserted on 13 October and was on the ground for 
five hours. The team could not move because of the extensive enemy 
activity in their immediate vicinity. A third insertion on the 14th 
was hindered by- two SCU being injured upon insertion. The team sub- 
sequently extracted without incident. A fourth insertion resulted 
in contact with an estimated enemy squad on 23 October. Prior to 
extraction, two A-ls and an 0V- 1.0 armed FAC expended in support of the 
team. 

In another target area, a team was inserted without incident 
on 18 October. The team made contact the following day with four enemy, 
resulting in one injured SCU and unknown enemy casualties. The team 
attempted to extract only the wounded SCU, but an estimated five enemy 
advanced on the team and everyone was extracted. 
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CT5T In the DMZ, one team was active from 14 to 17 October and 
reported extensive enemy movement. Another team attempted a walk-in 
on 22 October from an LZ that was secured by the ARVN. On the 23rd, 
contact was made with an unknown size enemy force, and the team was 
extracted by helicopter. 


MAROPS 

(S) DODGE MARK-50 was the third in a series of four riverine 
missions. This mission was conducted on 10 OctETber with the objective 
to ambush or capture VC/VCI using the rivers south of Da Nang as an 
avenue of travel. Three ambushes were set up, but there were no 
contacts. 

Utf In support of COMNAVFORV attempts to counter mining in the 

Cua Viet River area, a team was dispatched to Coastal Group 11 on 

12 October. The objective was to observe villages from across the 
river with starlight scopes in an attempt to spot sapper activity, 
and to capture one of the sampans believed to be bringing sapper 

supplies into the area. Ambushes were set up on the nights of 13, 

14 and 15 October with negative results. While these operations 
were conducted, however, no mining incidents occurred. 

(S' ) On 20 October, the Coimanding General, 1st Military Region 
requested CSS to conduct operations during the next four weeks in 
Tuy Loan, Yen and Cau Do Rivers in conjunction with Hieu Nhon District 
forces. The objective was to interdict enemy boating and logistics, 
especially those in support of enemy rocket attacks on Da Nang Air 
Base. DODGE MARK-54 was the first of these missions, and was con- 
ducted on 20 October with negative results. 


JPRC 


(sf 


A JPRC mission was conducted on 23 
of an 0-1 pilot were recovered. 


October, and the remains 


(Jrf On 11 October, JPRC representatives returned to Tay Ninh 
to continue negotiations for repatriation of 21 US, two Thai, and 47 
Vietnamese POWs. Letters signed by COMUSMACV were delivered to the 
alleged POW camp commander which appeared to'allay any previous 
doubts on the part of the camp commander. However, direct questioning 
concerning the US POWs brought evasive answers, and the representatives” 
were told again that negotiations would take time and must not be hurried 
US representatives were requested to not visit Tav Ninh aoain until they 
had been contacted, and arrangements were made for the VC to contact 
JPRC through B-32 5th Special Forces or Advisory Team 90. 
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(rf On 9 October, a FAC reported the wreckage of an 0V-10 and JPRC 
requested II Field Force and 7th Air Force to investigate. The 25th 
Infantry reported ground forces located the plane and found it to be 
an old wreckage. An intensive search of the crash area was conducted 
but nothing was found. 

(#7 On 23 October, the Chief of Staff approved OPLAN 201 » "BRIGHT 
LIGHT," which prescribed an operational concept for recovery of US and 
Free World Military Assistance Forces. This new plan was drawn up 
because the rescue and recovery of PWs had met with little noticeable 
success. The plan outlined general considerations for recovery and 
indicated some of the enemy tactics. 


Wrap-Up: 24 October - 18 November 


Lower AIZ 

(-T57 On 9 November, a STRATA team commenced a roadwatch on High- 
way 13. From 1700 to 2300 hours, 10 November, the team observed 
twenty 3/4 ton trucks, each carrying about eight enemy, moving in both 
directions. The following day the team observed an NVA platoon moving . 
southwest followed shortly by an estimated enemy battalion. Unfortun- 
'n ately a FAC was not on station and TAC AIR could not be used. On the 
night of 13 November seven motor bikes with trailers moved south, each 
ridden by two NVA soldiers armed with AK-47s and carrying rucksacks. 

Five trucks carried four to five enemy each and moved southwest on 
15 November. The next day, the team had to elude an unknown size 
enemy force and abandoned its rucksacks. The Learn was resupplied on 
17 November and continued its mission. 

tJSf A second STRATA team, inserted further west on Route 13 
skirted four enemy accompanied by a dog on 10 November. The following 
day, two GMC trucks were seen moving west. No cargo was observed and 
Ns * TAC AIR was not used because a FAC could not be reached. On 12 Novem- 
ber, the team met seven NVA, and in the ensuing fire fight, two NVA 
were KIA. A scheduled resupply was later cancelled when the team 
reported that it was being followed by an unknown size enemy force. 

The team finally evaded and was extracted without incident on 18 
November. • 

CTSfii.i 24 October an RT made contact with an unknown size enemy 
force, separated into two elements, was rejoined by a FAC aircraft, 
and extracted without further incident. This team was reinserted on 
the 28th, and was descended on by an estimated enemy platoon on 30 
October. The team broke contact and evaded southeast. TWo other 
teams on the Prek Te River reported negative enemy activity. 
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Six teams operated east of Kratie on Highway 13 and observed 
continuous nighttime motorized traffic. Each team was in the target 
area about one week, and, as one was extracted, another was inserted 
in a flip-flop manner. One of the teams was pursued and fired upon 
by an estimated enemy platoon on 31 October. The team did not return 
fire, but evaded to their extraction point on the following day. A 
STRATA team in the same general area observed a daily pattern of seven 
enemy soldiers moving north to south at 0900 hours from 23 - 30 October 
and was ordered to take a prisoner. As the team prepared the ambush 
site, ten enemy approached on bicycles, and asked if the team were 
friendly. The team answered yes, but panicked*and fired into the group, 
killing two. The remaining enemy then fled to the opposite side of 
the road and engaged the team with small arms. The team fired clay- 
mores, threw grenades, and withdrew, suffering no casualties. — ** 


BA 350 


C<FS^ In BA 350, A STRATA team observed a new road 5 meters wide 
J hat had baen used by tracked vehicles. Routes 13/11 showed signs of 
heavy GMC'type truck traffic in both directions. Two bridges were 
also observed. An enemy Cambodian platoon was in the vicinity of 
one bridge and was joined by a second platoon on 25 October. On 26 
October, the team spotted four caches of ammunition containing an 
estimated 280 cases of ammunition. One of the enemy platoons began 
closing in on the team’s position, and the team withdrew. Following 
an extraction without incident, a FAC directed six VNAF A-ls against 
the enemy caches with unknown results. 


on,, Northeast of BA 350, a PIKE HILL team was inserted to obtain 
POW information. On 25 October, local inhabitants were questioned 
about the location of US POWs with negative results; however, on the 
Z/th, the team received information that a US POW camp was located 
in the area. Camp security was reported to consist of 130 enemy at 
the camp itself and an unknown number of additional enemy stationed 
in civilian houses around the camp. On 28 October, the team reported 
that a villager had observed two US Negro POWs being escorted to a 
stream to take a bath. In addition to the POW information, a villager 
also reported that the enemy was moving south on Route 14 using ox carts 

K«Ih n9 -i he °f. darkness * and that they were digging foxholes on 

both sides of the highway. On 29 October, a sympathizer reported an 
estimated enemy company had moved into the area and one anti-aircraft 
weapon had been emplaced. On 30 October, an enemy cache was located in 
. pot VilJage which consisted of clothing, weapons, anmunition, and 
rice and was guarded by 45 enemy soldiers. The team was extracted 
without incident on 3 November, due to illness of a team member. 
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BA 740 

tr%) An EARTH ANGEL team observed a recently used enemy base camp 
composed of 16 bunkers on 23 October. On 27 October, the team inadver- 
tently met an NVA soldier, who fled upon seeing the team. A search of 
the area produced two M-16 rifles. The following -day the team exfil- 
trated overland to Due Lap Special Forces Camp. 

An estimated ten enemy were heard talking in a Cambodian 
dialect and moving towards an RT's position on 26 October. When the 
enemy group was approximately fifteen meters frran the team, a claymore 
mine was detonated and the team got away. On 6 November, in the same 
vicinity, a STRATA team observed three VC armed with SKSs, moving 
south to north. Two hours later, approximately twenty enemy with 
two scout dogs were observed moving north to south. On 7 November, 
seven enemy with a dog were bypassed. On the 8th, a dog and handler 
moved towards the team's location. When they were approximately seven 
meters away, the team leader opened fire and killed both the dog and 
handler. An estimated enemy platoon then closed in on the team, but 
the team broke contact and was extracted without incident the following 
day. 


Wasteland 

CJST A STRATA team ambushed four enemy moving south on Route 141 
on 18 November and three enemy were KIA. As the team moved forward 
to search the area, another group of about nine NVA opened fire. The 
team broke contact and directed four F-lOOs against suspected enemy 
positions, resulting in three secondary explosions. The team was 
subsequently extracted without incident; 

pF5) On 12 November, a PIKE HILL team was inserted with an ARVN-led 
RT to provide security. On 15 November, the PIKE HILL team made contact 
with the village chief in Mereuch, who informed the team that he had 
observed a well camouflaged enemy base area 50 kilometers northwest of 
the village. He reported that the site contained a hospital, two large 
rice warehouses, an artillery site, and one battalion of enemy troops. 
The chief also said that his people wanted to move to South Vietnam. 


BA 701 

iPSj-Uez* or BA 701, a team located a six meter wide road which 
was not on any map, not visible from the air, and showed signs of recent 
use by track vehicles. On 31 October, while observing the road, the 
team made contact with an estimated enemy platoon. An emergency was 
declared, and two helicopter gunships provided suppressive fire during 
the extraction. Four team members were listed as MIA. An RT in 
supporting an ARVN operation in BA 701, found abandoned gear and STABO 
rigs on 16 November that presumably belonged to the four MIA team 
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members ; but no trace was found of the personnel. Shortly after- 
wards, the team located a possible enemy headquarters building and 
was surrounded by an enemy platoon. The team was reinforced by a 
recon company from the 22nd ARVN Division and escaped; ten enemy 
were KIA. On 17 November * the force located three caches of 85nm 
amnumtion, totalling 9000 rounds, revetments for ten tanks, a full 
fifty- five gallon gas drum, and four empty twenty liter qas cans. 

Tank tracks were also observed in the area. TAC AIR was directed 

a ? a J n SJS« t 5S P° slt10ns - Later the same day, two additional caches 
of 3,000 AK-47 rounds each were located. The next day, the team 
captured two radios, a switchboard, two belt-dsiven generators, one 
eavySG-43 Soviet Machine Gun with trailer, plus numerous documents 
from the K-37 Sapper Battalion. 

» •* 

BA 702 

(^STAn RT observed an abandoned enemy staging area, consistinq 
of numerous bunkers, trenches, and hootches on 4 November. The team 
estimated that the area served a battalion or larger size force and 
had been abandoned for about two months. On 5 November, the team 
combatted an estimated enemy platoon; one team member was KIA, one $ 

was wia. Enemy casualties were unknown. The team was extracted 
under fire. Another mission was aborted when heavy ground fire 
killed a team member during insertion. A third team succeeded in 
placing several mines along Route 194 on 26 October before encoun- 
tering an enemy squad. 


Northern AIZ 


(JSfAn ARVN- led roadwatch team on Route 19 observed one enemy 
on a Honda moving northeast on 28 October. Two hours later, two 

rwL r J dl ?i! 3 Ho !J da ? a p ed the team's position. As the team moved 
closer to the road, eight to ten enemy from across the road came into 
view and opened fire. When the team returned the fire, the enemy 
withdrew into the woods. The team was then extracted. 

(WT From 16 to 20 October, a riverwatch team observed numerous 

boats* during the hours of darkness on the Tonle Kong River. 
?°L rafflC / aS h< r?, d from 20 t0 26 October. This team also observed 
’ + ° f P°;> sible Caucasian origin, taking a bath in the river. 

Iu team °? se r ved the river from 26 October to 2 November and 
Zl™ three motorized boats. A third team was inserted without 

2 November and extracted on the 12th. This team heard 

of ^ motorized boats, which indicated a pick-up of river 


B-81 


* 



top - secret 


BAs 609/613 


CJST^On 1 November, after a second attempt to insert, an RT was 
attacked by an unknown size enemy force on the LZ and was extracted 
under extensive small arms and rocket fire. A second team was inserted 
into the same target area on 12 Novenber, encountered NVA/VC on several 
occasions the next two days, and was extracted. 

CTST A US-led team, active from 7 to 12 November in another target 
area, heard enemy tracker activity in the vicinity of its RON position 
on the 12th. Later the same day the team again heard extensive enemy 
movement, evaded to the southwest, and was extracted. On 13 November, 
a US-led platoon, with a reconnaissance-in-force mission, was inserted 
into this- area and killed three enemy the next day. On the 15th, the 
platoon was attacked by an estimated enemy platoon, suffered heavy 
casualties, and was subsequently extracted. 

(JST Aircraft supporting an insertion on 6 November received heavy 
ground fire from 100 to 200 meters east of the LZ and the insertion 
was aborted. A pilot supporting the insertion observed a two meter 
wide trail that showed signs of extensive and heavy use off of Highway 
96. Photographs of Highways 96/110 also showed extensive road repair 
and construction by bulldozers. 

A US-led company size patrol base was set up on 19 October. 
Severe weather conditions that plagued the area had its effects on 
the US and SCU, causing coughs, colds, water- logged extremities, 
immersion foot, fever, and heat exhaustion. Eighteen men were extracted 
because of these problems, and on 3 November, the company was extracted. 

(J5T A US-led team was confronted with an estimated platoon on 
4 November, armed with RPD machine guns, B-40 Rockets, AK-47s and 
hand grenades. The team broke contact, evaded to the west, and was 
extracted under small arms fire. Another team observed a two month 
old regimental size bunker complex that could hold about 1,000 person- 
nel. After the teams extraction, a FAC directed two F-4s against the 
bunker complex, resulting in four large fires, five small fires, and 
one possible secondary explosion. 

PPS) On 4 November, after four days in its target area, a team 
engaged an unknown size force and one NVA was KIA. The team broke 
contact and evaded during the night. On 5 November, the team reported 
extensive enemy activity from trackers with dogs and killed two NVA 
when they -closed on the team. An AK-47, a K-54 pistol, and several 
documents were removed from the bodies. The documents revealed that 
one of the NVA was a senior sergeant assigned to the 40th Regiment. 

The team was extracted later the same day under heavy ground fire. 
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SUGAR LOAF 

(JST SUGARLOAF Radio Site was closed on 4 November because of the 
Northeast Monsoon. This caused a concurrent reduction of insertions 
into the surrounding area. 


BA 611 


(JST On 13 November, after seven days in its target area, an RT 
encountered three enemy. There were no casualties. Later the same 
day, an NVA squad fired at the team with AK-47s, and the team called 
for TAC AIR. Enemy casualties were unknown. The team was then 
extracted under automatic and small arms fire. *• 

Another team noted extensive enemy movement in its area and 
requested that an exploitation platoon be inserted to possibly intercept 
the enemy force. The platoon engaged enemy forces on four separate 
occasions, suffered light casualties, and requested air support. The 
101st Airborne Div reported 37 KBA. The RT was extracted on 7 November; 
the platoon was extracted on 9 November under intense enemy ground fire. 


DMZ 


tTSf Enemy movements west of the DMZ increased. An estimated 
twenty-five enemy engaged one team during an extraction on 24 October 
and a UH-1H was lost. Another team was on the ground only thirty-five 
minutes before being hit by about ten NVA. On 8 November, a team made 
contact with an NVA squad and v/as extracted. On 14 November, a team 
encountered an estimated 30 - 40 NVA troops. An emergency was called, 
but the team was unable to contact anyone. One US team member was •/ 
KIA; seven members were WIA. The team was extracted after a second 
encounter with the NVA. 

In the DMZ, a US-led trailwatch team heard movement of approx- 
imately six tracker personnel about 20 meters southwest of their loca- 
tion on 24 October. Shortly after seven hours on the ground, the team 
declared a tactical emergency, and was extracted without incident. A 
second team was inserted on 3 November into this same area and reported 
no enemy activity for eight days. Four other teams reported some enemy 
movements, but nothing significant. 


MAROPS 

t£T DODGE MARK 56 was a two team mission on the night of 11 November 
with a mission to capture or ambush VC/VCI using trails in MR I. The 
teams established their ambushes but did not make contact. DODGE MARK 57 
was a one team mission conducted during the night of 15 November. A SEAL 
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team inserted into a lake by An Tra Hamlet and established an ambush 
location at 1845 hours.. At 2130, a combined force of a PF platoon 
and a US Marine squad began patrolling toward the SCT location in 
an effort to flush out the enemy. At 2140, two sampans were observed 
with four VC moving south along the lake, and the SCT team opened 
fire at about 20 meters. The VC fell into the lake, and the sampans 
swamped. Two ammunition cans were recovered containing documents, 
several bags of food, clothing, and two grenades. Initial readout 
of the documents revealed that the four VC in the sampan were members 
of the VC District 3, Da Nang Finance Economy Section, tasked with 
the collection of taxes and food from local villages. 


JPRC ' 

(jgf Two US Navy personnel were lost at sea on 30 October. On 31 
October, two Vietnamese fishermen from Co Luy Village reported to the 
US Naval Coastal Group 16 that they had found their bodies and were 
paid 27,500 piasters under the JPRC reward program. On 5 November, 
the 1st Cav. Division advised JPRC that a detainee told of a small 
P0W camp which contained two US PWs and was guarded by one platoon. - 

Five Air Cav Recon teams were inserted between 9 and 12 November but 
were unable to find any evidence of the alleged camp. 


Wrap-Up: 19 November - 11 December 


Zone CHARLIE 

FORD DRUM missions out of the Quan Loi Launch Site were 
especially active in Zone CHARLIE. Along Route 154, to the northwest 
of Tay Ninh, considerable bicycle traffic, loaded with supplies, was 
photographed heading in a northwesterly direction. A large barn- type 
aluminum building, used as a rice storage shed was observed on Route 
155. On 22 November, a mission on Route 154 was flown in response 
to J-2 for ARC LIGHT BDA; photographs indicated there were no damaged 
or undamaged structures in the area and that all bomb craters were 
within the stri*ke box. On the same day, a photo was taken of a check- 
point where a well -used trail intersected the highway. The check-point 
was a platform built between two trees and covered with a poncho. 
Photographs of a damaged bridge on Route 75 indicated a large raft 
and a cable stretched across a river just beneath the surface of the 
water, apparently part of a ferry system. At one point, a man in 
uniform was photographed carrying a pack board with 4 - 6 rockets 
and a rocket launcher. 
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pST Near the intersection of Route 1543C and Route 155, a FORD 
DRUM crew observed supplies camouflaged with rice straw. Two enemy 
soldiers were also seen riding west with AK-47s and various assortments 
of* web gear. The crew continued along Route 155 and a photo was taken 
of a partially camouflaged jeep. No people were in or around the jeep, 
but the engine was still running because exhaust fumes could be seen. 

On 20 November, a second mission was flown in this same area plus Routes 
15 and 7. The aircraft was fired on with 60 to 80 rounds of automatic 
weapons fire from three or four men concealed in the trees during this 
trip. At. one point the pilot saw a tank, but there was a heavy canopy, 
and it could not be determined if the tank was operational or not. A 
large rice storage area was also photographed. 

(JSO-On 20 November, a STRATA team made contact with an enemy *• 
squad north of BA 352 and evaded west. On 22 November the team reported 
that it had been followed by an estimated enemy platoon throughout the 
day. Two helicopter gunships struck enemy positions in support of the 
team and destroyed two structures. The team was extracted on the 23rd 
due to continued enemy tracker activity. Two RTs spent a total of 17 
days in otjier target areas and reported no enemy activity or sightings. 


BA 350 


( A STRATA team observed three enemy movi ng south on Route 13 
northwest of BA 350 on 6 December. On 8 December, the team ambushed 
a Lambretta, killing five enemy and capturing one SKS rifle and numerous 
documents. The documents contained political lessons written by a member 
of the Khmer Rouge Party, stating that the main purpose of the revolution 
was to liberate the people from the domination of American imperialists, 
feudalists, and .reactionary capitalists. One captured pamplet included 
instructions for training farmers and rural workers in party policies. 

(J An RT located an abandoned platoon size bivouac area on 18 
November. At 0300 hours on 19 November, several vehicles were heard 
moving for about ten minutes, and at 0330, the team heard more equip- 
ment moving and people talking. An enemy company was believed to be 
moving to the south. The team was followed on 20 November by an un- 
known size force, and the next day three enemy advanced toward the 
team's location with AK-47's in the ready position; two were killed 
by claymore mines and the other was wounded. The team then came under 
heavy fire from approximately thirty enemy. -When a FAC came overhead, 
the enemy stopped their pursuit and the team was extracted the next 
day. 

(J31 A trail watch team eluded enemy squads using dogs on three 
different occasions. This team's reporting of dogs coincided with 
reports by other teams working in the area around Kratie, and it ap- 
peared that the enemy was making more extensive and effective use of 
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tracker dogs. Instructions pertaining to counter-measures against 
tracker and scout dogs were disseminated to all SOG field elements. 

(JSf Along Route 13, enemy traffic was heavy from 15 to 22 November; 
one RT observed 132 2 4 ton trucks moving east and 53 24 ton trucks moving 
west. In addition, 12 4 ton vehicles were seen and 12 enemy on nine 
Hondas passed the team's location. From 22 to 28 November, another team 
observed 19 24 ton trucks, 13 of which were moving west. On 28 November, 
the team ambushed a 25s ton truck using three claymores, causing the 
truck to go out of control and stop. Automatic fire northwest of their 
position precluded a search of the truck, and th^ team evaded to the 
northeast. No traffic was seen by a third team from 29 November to 
2 December. Then, on 3 December, nine 2 4 ton trucks, one three-wheeled^ 
motorbike, two Hondas., and 17'enemy were observed moving on the road. ~ 
On the 5th, the team ambushed a 24 ton truck, but a second truck loaded 
with troops precluded a search of the wrecked vehicle. The team engaged 
the troops with automatic weapons fire, broke contact, and withdrew in 
two elements. The following day the team was reunited by a FAC and 
extracted as a fourth team was again inserted in a "flip-flop" manner. 

CrsT On 29 November, a STRATA team located a four bunker complex 
in BA 350. The bunkers were covered by a bottom layer of logs, a sheet 
of plastic, a layer of dirt, and a second layer of logs twenty centi- 
meters above the dirt layer. Three bunkers contained wooden packing 
crates believed to contain anmunition; the fourth was empty. A fifth 
bunker was later found which contained fifteen 55 gallon drums of gaso- 
line. Near this bunker was a partially constructed platoon size camp. 
That evening the team began observing a bridge six meters long and a 
little over three meters Wide. At 1820 hours, the team observed a 
green colored 24 ton truck moving from north to south hauling a full 
load of white covered objects. A second truck's headlights were ob- 
served at 1920 hours. The next oay, at 1500 hours, the team heard a 
group of er.emy soldiers moving in the vicinity of the bridge, cutting 
wood, and singing. At 1800, a truck stopped at the bridge for a few 
minutes, then moved across the h-iige and stopped again. The truck 
then continued north. A second truck went through the same routine. 

Then, the team heard men speaking in both the North and South Vietnamese 
dialects. The earn believed the trucks were bringing in sentries for 
the bridge and road. Between 2200 and 0030, the team heard foot traffic 
and ten trucks loving without headlights from north to south. On the 
morning of 1 December, the team moved to within 25 meters of the bridge 
and gave a FAC the distance a,>.d direction to'the target. The FAC lo- 
cated the bri’ge and wa., then told the direction and distance from 
the bridge to the POL bunker. The S'iRATA team then moved to the 
ammunition cache and placed 24 pounds on C-4 in each bunker, primed 
with a ten minute length of time fuse. The ammunition and storage 
bunkers were destroyed. The FAC also directed two F-lOOs against 
the targets, resulting in two secondary explosions near the bridge. 

The team was then extracted. 



SECRE T 


BA 351 

(ttf ' Three EARTH ANGEL teams were inserted in SVN for subsequent 
overland infiltration into Cambodia. All three teams observed extensive 
enemy activity in the BA and returned overland to Bu Dop Special Forces 
Camp. 


Wasteland 


(JSjr On 19 November, a PIKE HILL team reported that the enemy 
controlled the population in and around Mereuch by confiscating and 
holding all personal papers. There were no markets in Mereuch and 
the villagers had to travel to Khao Nhek, about 38 kilometers to the 
west. Written permission had to be obtained to travel between the 
two villages. On 2 December, three enemy entered Mereuch and impressed 
three villagers and three elephants into service. On 6 December, a 
villager informed the team that three Cambodian communists and six 
Montagnards conducted a meeting with 115 villagers of Mereuch and Otien. 
Four points were covered. First, an appeal was made for the villagers 
to move to Khao Nhek because US aircraft would attack those living 
along the border. Secondly, each villager was required to contribute 
500 Riels (about $6.30 US) to the communists. Third, a tax of 30 
kilos of rice was levied on each family and fourth, Mereuch villagers 
were told to provide 10,000 two-meter long punji stakes to be placed 
around the villages. The communists stated that they would return 
in ten days and escort the villagers to Khao Nhek. 


BA 701 

(•TST Three RTs attempted unsuccessfully to locate the headquarters 
of the K-37 Sapper Battalion. One team discovered a large rice cache... 
Another team found six hootches with rice caches, some tank revetments, 
and four storage houses with boxes which contained on& Soviet and 
eleven CHIC0M 85mm rounds. Tank repair tools, a US made sensor device, 
two Soviet R-108 radio sets, and a 55-gallon drum were also confiscated. 

(Wf On 18 November, an RT discovered a platoon size staging area 
containing thirty covered bunkers and numerous foxholes. Four tin cans 
of rice, a basket of fruit, and a rock cooking pot, which was still 
warm were found in one of the shelters. The team was then extracted 
without incident. 


BA 702 

(ttf ' West of BA 702, an RT encountered an estimated 20 enemy on 
7 December. The team directed three A- Is against the enemy positions. 
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resulting in 10 enemy KBA and two secondary explosions. Ouring the 
teams subsequent extraction, 40 structures were observed in the area. 
Two helicopter gunships and five VNAF A-ls damaged or destroyed 38 
of the structures and caused five secondary explosions. 


BAs 609/613 


(JSj On 28 November, an RT was in almost continuous contact with 
the enemy for seven hours. Three anti -personnel mines and fifteen 
claymores were detonated against approximately 350 enemy moving towards 
the team. The enemy opened fire with AK-47s, RPDs and B-40s, and the 
team suffered heavy casualties. As the team became surrounded. Cobra 
gunships and A-ls were directed against the enemy, and the team was 
extracted. On 29 November, another team suffered light casualties 
against an enemy squad. The team was extracted under cover of A-ls 
and helicopter gunships, and a Covey aircraft reported that an entire 
hilltop in the area was honey-combed with buildings and bunkers. 

(T5 T On 23 November, a team observed a recently used north/south 
trail and 'two partially constructed foxholes that showed signs of use 
within the previous two hours. Movement, voices, and whistles were 
heard and two A-ls and three Cobras were directed against suspected 
enemy positions. The activity ceased, but the team was extracted due 
to compromise of its location. On 25 November, another team observed 
numerous recently improved trails. That evening approximately 100 - 
150 enemy were heard setting up for an RON. On 26 November, the team 
encountered three different groups of NVA, suffered heavy casualties, 
and extracted under small arms fire. On 27 November, a mission was 
aborted when helicopters received small arms fire from the LZ. On 
4 Oecember, a team that was inserted on 30 November ambushed and killed 
two NVA who were over six feet tall and weighed between 180 and 200 
pounds. The team later made contact with an estimated enemy company, 
suffered heavy casualties, and was extracted under heavy ground fire. 

One US-led exploitation platoon investigated a previously 
reported regimental bunker complex area, located a high-speed trail, 
and implanted anti-personnel mines in the area. A second platoon 
engaged 14 to 20 enemy on 25 November and suffered light casualties. 

The next day, the platoon discovered and destroyed a three ton cache 
of rico and fresh vegatables. On 27 November, the platoon received 
sporadic small arms fire and B-40 rockets fire, but sustained no in- 
juries. On the 28th, the pi atooii discovered a ten ton rice cache and 
encountered an estimated 30-man company of enemy. Heavy casualties 
ensued, and the platoon was extracted under heavy ground fire the 
next day. 


I 


QCCRCT - 

BA 614 


CJSf On 28 November, a US- led RT, composed of three US and three SCU 
were HALO-dropped into the area at 0200 hours. Although the weather was 
extremely poor and the team became separated, the mission was considered 
successful. See Appendix VIII for further details. 


BAs 607/611 


(J6) On 6 December, west of BA 607, an RT &as extracted after 
spending thirty-two minutes on the ground. Twelve NVA affronted the 
team ten minutes after landing; three NVA were KIA. 


In BA 611, an RT made contact with the NVA twice in three 
hours and fifteen minutes on the ground and was extracted under exten- 
sive small arms fire on 23 November. 


i* 


DMZ 

/ *■ 

7th Air Force requested an investigation of Ban Seu Doun & 

Village, and a US-led platoon was inserted on 20 November; the village 
was uninhabited. On 24 November, the platoon reported that it was 
surrounded by an unknown size enemy force with one US KIA, one US 
WIA, and one SCU WIA. At 1500 hours, the KIA and WIA were extracted 
by helicopter while under intense small arms fire. A second UH-1H 
helicopter, while attempting the extraction of remaining platoon 
members struck a tree and crashed in the vicinity of the LZ. VNAF 
A- Is and helicopter gunships provided effective suppressive fires 
and after a successful extraction of the platoon and crew, destroyed 
the downed aircraft. The pilots of these aircraft estimated that 
four to six platoons, in three separate positions, provided anti- 
aircraft .and supporting fire for two enemy assault platoons attacking 
the US forces. All three supporting positions were engaged by the 
Cobra gunships and A-l aircraft. The composite BOA for all A-l and 
Cobra gunships was 75 enemy killed, possibly 75 to 100 more enemy 
KBA, and three automatic weapons positions destroyed. 


MAROPS 

0*5 Weather conditions limited DODGE MARK operations. Two 
missions.were run, 6 and 10 December, and both had negative results. 
Three PTFs supported MARKET TIME operations from 26 November to 4 
December to counter possible enemy trawler resupply attempts in the 
vicinity of the Batangan Peninsula. A number of craft were checked 
by the 18-man PTF crews, but no enemy craft were intercepted. 
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JPRC 

(jsf On 22 November, nineteen ARVN POWs were rescued by a Navy 
SEAL team. On 28 November, the 1st Air Cav Oivision found a possible 
prison complex about 85 miles northeast of Saigon. There were four 
bamboo pens, 25 feet in diameter and 10 to 15 feet high, and two struc- 
tures, 20 feet by 20 feet, with locks on the doors. The area was 
burned, and all structures were destroyed. On 7 December, a VC platoon 
of 30 men and four Caucasians, were seen in and around An Hoa. Residents 
of the hamlet reported that the Caucasians were not prisoners, but were 
operating with the VC. The unit was armed with AK-#7s and three M-16 
rifles. 


Wrap-Up: 12 - 31 December 


Lower AIZ 

(J8r) ADS ID and SPIKESID sensor devices were placed in the vicinity 
of Kratie on 20 and 22 December to be monitored by TACC-ALPHA, the 
Cambodian communications relay aircraft, between 0700 and 0100 daily. 

(XST The National Photographic Interpretation Center in Washington 
requested FORD DRUM missions southeast of Dambie to locate stocks of 
supplies or rice. High altitude US Air Force photos taken on 8 November 
and 6 December had indicated stacks of supplies or rice, and possible 
anti-aircraft positions. SOG crews located the areas in question, and 
low-level photographs indicated the rice straw had been harvested and 
that the anti-aircraft positions were rice straw stacks. 

CJST On 13 December, FORD DRUM crews observed nine POL drums on Hwy 73. 
stacked along side a house. In the village of Chak, 15 to 20 bunkers 
and trenches were photographed. On 16 December two photos of Krabau 
Village indicated that foot and bicycle traffic could still cross a 
partially destroyed bridge. Photographs of other destroyed bridges 
indicated that effective ferry systems. had been set up to shift cargo 
from one side to the other. On 22 December, a FORD DRUM crew flew 
southeast along Route 13 to a destroyed bridge. New defensive posi- 
tions were observed at the bridge, and as the crew started east along 
the Prek Te River, approximately 400 rice bags and supplies stacked 
under trees on both banks of the river were photographed. TAC AIR 
destroyed approximately 90% of these supplies on 23 and 24 December. 

($5 )' On 29 December, an RT avoided an enemy platoon and shortly 
thereafter found 20 bunkers, 10 thatched huts and many ration cans. 

On 31 December, the team bypassed another platoon and found a platoon 
size bivouac area, abandoned approximately two days. The bivouac area 
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included two dug- in bunkers, 20 to 30 individual foxholes, three huts 
and one latrine. A company-size bivouac area was then located which 
consisted of ten dug-in bunkers, ten huts, and 70 to 80 individual 
foxholes. This area also had been vacated about two days. 

(T5f On 28 December, an RT observed a well -maintained portion of 
Route 13. Metal telephone poles, carrying four lines, paralleled the 
road. That evening, the team heard four 2*s ton trucks moving southeast 
at ten minute intervals. The next evening the team heard several 2% 
and 3/4 ton trucks moving in small groups at 10 to 20 minute intervals. 

On 30 December from 2000 to 2130 hours , the tees heard seven 2H ton 
trucks moving southeast. On the 31st, the team observed 23 2h ton 
trucks moving northwest at ten minute intervals. TAC AIR was not * ./ 

used because the team leader felt it would have endangered his personnel * •** 
and compromised his position. 


BA 350 


(JS-)".An RT, operating northwest of BA 350 from 7 to 15 December, 
observed truck, jeep and Honda traffic on Route 13 during the last 
four days of its mission. On 12 December an enemy patrol discovered 
an electric wire from one of the RT's claymore mines and then opened 
fire on the team. The RT detonated two claymores and evaded. On 14 
December at 2200 hours, the team ambushed a Soviet-made truck carrying 
a heavy load of rice and about nine people. As the team moved toward 
the disabled truck, they were forced back by the heavy fire coming 
from the truck and both ends of the road. The team evaded and was 
extracted on the 15th under heavy ground fire. Two other teams in 
this area reported no significant enemy activity. 

(JST" Between 16 and 25 December, AC-119 gunships destroyed or 
damaged 11 trucks and 17 sampans, substantiating reports of increased 
traffic on Route 13. Trucks continued to turn off their lights and 
shut-down engines whenever an aircraft was heard or seen. 

CTST On 17 December, four Cobras destroyed an underwater bridge 
and raft in BA 350. On 20 December, an RT observed an estimated 
100 NVA/VC moving in small groups on Route 13. Two Cobra gunships 
struck the troops with unknown results. On 21 December, a FAC directed 
two F-4s against an enemy base camp discovered during a routine VR 
mission. There were two secondary explosions. On 29 December, a team 
observed an abandoned enemy base camp northwest of BA 350 containing 
20 structures. While searching the camp, the team heard dogs barking 
and movement of about 20 enemy and evaded. On the 30th, the team 
began moving back toward the enemy base camp to mark it for TAC AIR 
exploitation. The team was discovered by tracker dogs and engaged 
an estimated 20 enemy, resulting in no friendly casualties and three 
enemy killed in action. After breaking contact, the team successfully 
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evaded the enemy force and was extracted. The RT was reinserted on 
an alternate LZ without incident that same day and located another 
camp. While searching the camp, an unknown size enemy force descended 
on the team, but it successfully evaded. A second team was inserted 
into this same general target area on 31 December, but was compromised 
shortly after insertion. The team was extracted and reinserted into 
an alternate LZ. One hour later, the team was affronted by ten enemy 
and one team member was WIA. The team withdrew to its reinsertion LZ 
and was extracted under enemy small arms fire. 


BA 740 


(JS'T’On 14 December, a FAC directed two F-4s against an enemy 
base camp discovered during a routine VR mission. Six structures 
and one bunker were destroyed. On 15 December, another FAC directed 
two F-4s against a truck park. One unidentified vehicle was destroyed, 
and there were two secondary explosions. 


Wasteland 

(TSf In Mereuch, where a PIKE HILL team had been operating since 
12 November the villagers abandoned their hones for fear of communist . 
oppression and began to move toward the South Vietnam border on 10 
December. The villagers killed most of the livestock for food and 
turned the remainder loose, after trying to sell the livestock to 
the team. On 12 December the team reported that a total of 150 
villagers had crossed the Tonle Sreook River. On 15 December, the 
villagers and 16 elephants arrived at Ban Drang Phok. The refugees 
were secured by the 72nd ARVN Ranger Battalion and were resettled by 
Dar Lac Province civic action organizations. On 17 December the 
PIKE HILL team was resupplied in the Mereuch area and five old and 
sick villagers were extracted by helicopter and reunited with their 
v. people. On the 23rd, a false helicopter extraction, using dummies 
was conducted, and the PIKE HILL team and several sympathizers stayed 
in the target area. On 30 December, the team was extracted with 
three Ca.:ih*dian sympathizers by helicopter without incident, after 
spending 49 days in the target area. 

On 18 December, an RT observed a battalion size base camp 
with 60 to 70 thatched huts, two kitchens, some fresh bamboo hut 
frames, and several zigzag trenches. Approximately 150 to 200 NVA 
were working on the huts. The team requested TAC AIR, and five A-ls 
struck the enemy positions for thirty minutes, resulting in three 
secondary explosions. 


** ft* 
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(J57 A STRATA team spent five hours and fifteen minutes in another 
target area on 31 December. Shortly after insertion, the team found 
a recently used platoon size enemy bivouac area. Five enemy engaged 
the team. As the team was evading this group, an unknown size enemy 
force bore down on the team, and two team members were WIA. The team 
was then extracted under heavy ground fire. 


Northern AIZ 


C^STTw o teams encountered unknown size forces the second day of 
their mission along the Tonle Kong and were extracted. Another RT 
spent only twenty-five minutes on the ground on 20 December before 

ho^oL C ‘?S£! Ct U 1 2j n u Unknown size enemy force - From 6 t0 12 December, ' 
between 1900 and 0600 hours, an RT heard numerous convoys of Zh ton 

trucks moving on Route 19 moving in groups of two and three. The road 

was six meters wide, had a hard surface and was well maintained. 

(•TSTOn 13 December a riverwatch team observed two motorized sam- 

NVA^nlriillr h* th ® T0n1 . 6 ^ The neXt da *’ the team killed an 
sol ier, but his companion escaped. The team was extracted with- s 

out incident due to its compromise. Another RT observed a motorized 

sampan on the Tonle Srepok on 15 December. On the 17th, the team 

stopped two farmers traveling west on a trail from Lomphat. The 

^ rP rf d - a travel P ass issued by their hamlet chief which 
*• Chairman of Neang Ny Hamlet, Lomphat Village, Lomphat 
Rata " aklre Province, authorize Mr. Non, living in Neang Ny 
t0 * 9 ° ? L ° m P hat District to get vegetables for food. Mr Non 

anH*ko ay f ! r tW ii da £ s Wlth our brother of tbe "front in Lomphat Village 
and then return. The two farmers were extracted with the team. 

'>y» T n n1e k° n9 r j, verwatch team heard one motorized sampan moving 
n« rho S Jh December. No other river traffic was observed or heard. 

6 + * bhe .team combatted three enemy, broke contact, and was 

then extracted without incident. On 30 December, a team was extracted x 
arter five hours in its area due to compromise by three NVA. Three 
a- is struck suspected enemy positions with unknown results. On 31 

in C nn b ^r^i T WaS confronted with an estimated 30 - 40 enemy, resulting 
in no friendly casualties and two enemy KIA. The team evaded successfully. 


BA 701 


(J$T On 13 December, a STRATA team on the Tonle Srepok found two “ 
underwater cables, used to pull boats across the river, and siohted 
tour enemy in a motorized sampan loaded with banannas. On 16 December, 
an RT eluded an estimated 30 enemy one hour after insertion. On 17 
December, the team encountered an enemy platoon, and four enemy were KIA. 
The team was then extracted without incident. 
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pSX The area west of BA 701 was increasingly active and the enemy 
appeared to be re-establishing the area as one of his major base areas, 
possibly to launch future operations into MR 2. The importance • the 
Tonle Kong to the NVA was becoming apparent as teams had considerable 
difficulty operating in the area. The enemy appeared to be moving 
several units to secure the entire river before an anticipated flow of 
supplies began in volume. 

(^) On 23 December, an RT discovered a company size camp west of 
BA 701. The camp was 150 meters long, 200 meters wide, and contained 
four thatched structures and numerous bunkers. Inside one of the 
structures, the team discovered a cache of 12.7mm ammunition. TAC AIR 
was requested, and on the 27th, a FAC directed two A-ls and two F-4s 
aqainst the camp, resulting in one cache destroyed and two secondary 
explosions. On 25 December another team observed a four meter long, 

80 centimeter wide bridge. While trying to photograph the bridge, 20 
enemy attacked the team. One team member was WIA and two enemy were 
KIA. The team broke contact and became separated into two groups. 
Enemy troops were throughout the area, and the team suffered several 
casualties. They were extracted under light small arms fire on the 
26th. Two other teams were extracted under heavy fire on 27 and 28 
December. 

{ 25 ) An EARTH ANGEL team was walked into the area on 20 December 
and changed into NVA uniforms. On 22 December, the team observed 
four NVA soldiers moving from northwest to southeast. The next day, 
the team observed a one month old NVA base camp, consisting of 24 
bunkers. On the 27th, the team had completed their mission and ex- 
filtrated overland to the Due Co Special Forces Camp. On 25 December, 
another EARTH ANGEL team was inserted by helicopter. On the 27th, 
this team observed an unarmed enemy platoon carrying supplies south 
on a trail. The team also observed a fenced-in area, surrounded by 
punji fields, and reported that the area- was a possible PW camp or 
PW transshipment point. On the 29th, the team was beset with three 
armed enemy, resulting in no friendly, and unknown enemy casualties. 
The team then exfiltrated overland. 


BAs 609/613 

CTSf'A US-led RT spent only one hour and thirty minutes on the 
ground on 10 December, reinserted on the 11th, and subsequently ex- 
tracted on the 12, because of continued enemy tracker activity. 

Another RT met heavy resistance two and one half hours after insertion 
The team suffered heavy casualties and was extracted under continuous 
ground fire. 
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FAC directed two A-37s on a road-cut mission against a 
Route 110 bypass on 13 December. The strikes resulted in two, five 
meter wide cuts, one secondary fire which burned for four hours. On 
the 14th, in this same general area, another FAC received 12.7mm 

ground fire and directed two F-4s against the AAA positions, suppress- 
ing the fire. ■ 

On 20 December, a team observed a suspected enemy way station, 
which had approximately 40 new buildings with bunkers constructed under 
the floors. The next day, the team observed approximately 20 enemy, 
and was extracted after hearing numerous signal shots and trackers. The 
team felt they were being forced into an ambush* On 22 December, a FAC 
directed two A-ls against the suspected enemy way station, resulting in 
three medium size secondary explosions and three secondary fires. A ** / fe*. 
parachute insertion mission in another area on 22 December was termina- 
ted after seven hours and fifteen minutes because one SCU member was 
killed and a US member fractured his leg on the landing. 

(-TSt'On 25 December, an RT discovered ten enemy in an "L" shaped 
ambush. Five of the enemy were about 6 feet tall, weighed about 165 
pounds, and looked like Chinese. As the team attempted to evade, the 
troops opened fire with AK-47s and B-40s, but there were no casualties. 8? 

The team was then extracted under heavy 12. Turn machine aun fire. A-ls rw 

and helicopter gunships silenced the guns, and two helicopters sus- 
tained numerous hits but returned safely to the base. 

(. TST“0n 27 December, an RT wearing NVA uniforms came face to face 
with nine enemy on a security patrol. The patrol said they were search- 
ing for a force that had been inserted by helicopter the previous day. 

When the enemy force requested to search the team's rucksacks, the 
team opened fire, immediately killing five of the enemy. The remaining 
four returned fire, and the team radio operator was killed by a B-40 
rocket. The team withdrew and secured an LZ. An attempted extraction 
was aborted when one of the helicopters was hit by two rounds of 12.7nm 
AA fire. The next day 21 sorties of VNAF A-ls struck suspected enemy 
locations around the team's position, silencing the AAA position, and 
the team was then extracted. 

(J5f On 26 December, while hovering to insert an RT, the lead 
helicopter received automatic weapons fire from a bunker adjacent to 
the LZ. The insertion was aborted and an attempt was made to insert 
into the secondary LZ. This also was aborted because of intense small 
arms fire. Three other missions were likewise aborted due to heavy 
concentrated fire in the LZs. - 


BA 611 


On 17 December, a team observed six enemy and heard additional 
movement. The team evaded, using rockets fired by a FAC to support its 
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evasion. The team was extracted after spending only twenty-one minutes 
on the ground. Another mission was aborted the same day when the lead 
helicopter received ground fire from the vicinity of the intended LZ. 

On 18 December, another team observed a file of four enemy troops fol- 
lowed by another six further behind. The RT attacked and killed the 
first four. The other six were fired upon with unknown results. The 
team then called for extraction and was lifted out with no further 
incidents. 


DMZ «. 

CJ5t"A US-led RT found a company size bivouac area right after , ^ 

insertion on 13 December. A couple of hours later, the team heard 
movement around their position and began transmitting an emergency 
distress signal on its URC-68 radio. At the same time, the team 
heard the emergency signal being received on another radio approxi- 
^ mately 30 meters to the east. The team continued to hear movement 
and whistles and helicopter gunships were directed against the sus- 
pected enem/ positions. All activity ceased, and the team was extracted 
without further incident. An ARVN-led RT was engaged by an unknown p 

size enemy force in an LZ on 16 December. One UH-1H helicopter crew i' 

member was KIA, and two helicopter gunships were directed against the 
enemy positions forcing the enemy to break contact. The team was 
extracted after only 18 minutes on the ground. Another RT was 
extracted under heavy small arms fire after three hours on the ground. 

On 23 December, an ARVN-led team made contact with an unknown size 
enemy force after three days. The team was then extracted under heavy 
small arms fire i while four helicopter gunships were directed against 
the enemy positions. 

(J&f On 26 December, after four days in its target area, an 
ARVN-led RT heard an estimated 10 enemy moving approximately 30 
meters to its northwest. At this time, the team also heard a pre- 
viously implanted M-14 mine explode, and several of the enemy started 
yelling. Later, the team engaged an enemy squad, resulting in no 
friendly and unknown enemy casualties, and was then extracted with- 
out incident. A US- led RT was able to. spend only two hours and thirty 
minutes in its target area on 27 December. The team heard enemy 
activity 125 meters northwest of the LZ, and was extracted after 
directing two helicopter gunships against the enemy positions. 

(TS^SOG operations in the northern PFAO and the DMZ were at a 
low level due to the weather. However, reports continued to show 
increasing enemy activity. In the area just north of BAs 609 and 
613, RTs were reasonably successful, even though enemy reaction in- 
creased. MACSOG/STD teams continued to locate base camps, bivouac 
areas, caches and communication wires with increasing frequency. 

The enemy continued preparations for an influx of personnel and 
supplies in the coming dry season. 
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CS'f DODGE MARK 59-70 and 60-70 were run during the nights of 10 
and 11 December to ambush a group of 20 to 30 NVA reportedly coming 
down from Elephant Valley to procure rice. Both of these two-team 
missions produced negative results. DODGE MARK 63-70 was a two- team 
mission conducted the night of 19 December. The team inserted across 
the beach at 2015 hours and established ambushes near several bunkers. 
They remained at their ambush sites until 0230 without contact. The 
Sea Commando Teams then recovered to the PTFs and the PTFs moved in 
close to tne beach and bombarded the bunker area«with mortar and 40 
millimeter gunfire. DODGE MARK 65-70 was a one-team mission conducted 
22 December, but scout swimmers observed what appeared to be armed 
personnel -on the beach, and the Sea Commando Team returned to the 
PTF. Again, the PTF moved in close to the beach and bombarded the 
area with mortar, 40mm and 20nm gunfire for a period of 20 minutes. 


JPRC 
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(4T) On 17 December, the Vinh Binh Popular Forces conducted a 
raid on a P0W camp which resulted in the release of 49 POWs. This 
included 31 civilians, eight ARVN and ten VC who were being punished. 
One of the released POWs knew of another camp and led a force against 
the camp on 20 December. The camp had been vacated four to five hours 
earlier and no POWs were recovered. Documents recovered in this 
second raid included the preliminary interrogation of two US pilots 
who were shot down in a Mohawk on 15 November 1969. The document 
gave a description of how the aircraft was shot down, the damage it 
suffered, and the tactics used to capture the two pilots. 


Recapitulation 


Extensive statistics for MACS0G operations are provided in 
the supporting Appendices, however a short recap is presented below 
to provide an insight into the scope of SALEM HOUSE and PRAIRIE FIRE 
activities. 


Table 3 


1970 RT ACTIVITIES RECAP 


ACTIVITY 


SALEM HOUSE/RVN PRAIRIE FIRE/DMZ TOTAL 


Number of Inserts 612 
Enemy KIA (Counted/Estimated) 227/93 
Operational Days 3,284 


491 

490/701 

1,770 


1,103 

717/794 

5,054 
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ACTIVITY 

SALEM HOUSE/ RVN 

PRAIRIE FIRE/OMZ 

TOTAL 

Enemy POWs Captured 

9 

3 

12 

Caches Destroyed 

26 

6 

32 

Vehicles observed 

.. 540 

. 187 

727 

TAC AIR Sorties 

1,324 

1,439 

2,763 

Aircraft Losses 

18 . 

28 

46 

Friendly KIA/MIA 

24/12 

68/10 

92/22 


NEWS RELEASES 


(•rsT* Personnel assigned to MACSOG, or who have access to its sensitive 
information, are thoroughly indoctrinated in the required security measures 
for its clandestine operations. However, in spite of the precautions taken 
to keep SOG activities undercover, the size and complexity of its opera- 
tions have not gone unnoticed by the news media. As early as October 1967, 
an issue of RAMPARTS magazine had an article on the Vietnam war which re- 
lated to SOG. The largest outflux of information occurred in 1969 when 
the eight Special Forces personnel gained so much notority with the alleged 
killing of a Vietnamese National. The incident received nationwide 
coverage and many articles included information on SOG and its activities. 
With the incursions of allied forces into Cambodia in 1970, increased 
speculation about US involvement in cross-border operations also produced- 
articles containing information on SOG. 

(JST Although these articles touched on many facets of SOG operations, 
not all of the information printed was accurate. In fact, some of them 
included invalid data, were incomplete, or misrepresented the facts; how- 
ever, there could not be a denial or confirmation of the information with- 
out further compromising SOG's cover. Excerpts from several articles are 
included in this year's history, not to give credence to their authenticity 
but rather to give an indication of the type of news that v/as printed. 

1. RAMPARTS Magazine, October, 1967; 

...Special Force? loaned [personnel in 1965] to 
the CIA for their SOG project (Special Operations 
Group — - a name so obvious that the CIA changed it 
to Studies and Observation Group), SOG drops "long 
range" teams into North Vietnam (OP-3^), as veil as 
Laos. Most of these have been remarkable for their 
lack of success, OP-35 — "Shining Brass," ...was 
more successful. Most of the group's operations are 
short range jaunts into Laos and North Vietnam. . . 

The te ams are led by US personnel, usually Special 
Forces types... In addition to the "hunter-killer" 
type mission, the teams also tap telephone lines. 
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One method is to steel an insulator ? bring it back 
and rebuild it vith a voice activating bug. They 
also plant seismic graphic listening devices along 
trails that record traffic. In Laos the teams are 
often sent to call in air strikes on villages and 
trails. Other times in Laos they approached team 
member's old village for the purpose of bribing 
the villagers to set up future in-country bases 
for longer range operations — 

2. New York Times, 15 August 1969, "4 Berets Linked to a Secret 
Unit" by James P. Sterba. — 

- Saigon, South Vietnam, Aug lL — Reliable sources 
said today that at least four of the eight Special 
Forces soldiers facing possible murder charges in 
the fatal shooting of a Vietnamese national worked 
in highly secret intelligence and guerrilla opera- 
tions vith special ties to the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

’• Informants here and in NhaTrang , the headquarters 
of the Fifth Special Forces Group, said that several 
of those detained by the Amy in the case vere members 
of the "B-57 detachment", of an organization known as 
the Special Operations Group, or S. 0. G. 

The organization, the informants said, conducts 
clandestine operations, ranging from intelligence 
gathering to kidnapping, on special assignments from 
the United States military co mm a n d in Vietnam and the 
Central Intelligence Agency ... 

. . .Although the specific details of the operations of 
these detachments vere not available, the informants 
said they performed missions on assignment for high- 
ranking members of the United States intelligence 
establishment in South Vietnam. The missions included 
intelligence-gathering, sabotage, kidnapping and, not 
too infrequently, the elimination of certain persons 
in South Vietnam and the bordering countries of Laos, 
Cambodia and North Vietnam... 

. . .The organization known as S.O.G. is said to work 
only- on delicate assignments ordered directly by high 
officials. In general it works at a higher level than 
the intelligence-gathering units' of Army divisions... 

" . . .The Special Forces make use of aircraft supplied 
by the lLth Special Operations Wing of the Air Force, 
based in NhaTrang. Tucked in back of the airfield 
proper, there is a section used exclusively by the 
Special Forces. There one can see huge transport 
planes with black and green camouflage paint and 
slip-in and slip-out insignia. . . 


B-99 


TOP - SCCRET - 

3. Baltimore Sun, 24 August 1969, "Some Things the Spooks Do 
by John S. Carroll. 

"Remember the stories about Red Flag?" my friend, 
a Green Beret officer, asked one afternoon last year 
as we shared a table, on the veranda of the Continental 
Palace Hotel... 

...I remembered Red Flag. A few months earlier the 
Saigon newspapers had gleefully told of broadcasts 
monitored from a clandestine Viet Cong radio station 
which called itself by that name. Apparently the 
broadcasts were aimed at Viet Cong un i ts in the field, 
for they enumerated the mistakes made in the recent 
Tet offensive and called on the insurgent forces to 

pull themselves together. 

"Yes,” I replied, "I remember. The V.C. radio 

station.” 

The officer grinned. "Wrong. The station was 
v ours . We did it. We wanted to undermine their 
morale by convincing them that Tet was a failure... 

From time to time in Vietnam one gets a glimpse 
into the murky netherworld inhabited by the Special 
Forces, the CIA, Army Intelligence, the Navy Seals, 
informers, agents, double agents, and other assorted 
dark figures. Often one's brief insights come from 
people like the Green Beret officer, who should have 
kept quiet but didn't. 

At present the whole world is getting a look at 
the activities of the Special Forces thanks to the 
strange case in which seven officers and a senior 
noncom have been jailed... 

...There is to my knowledge, neither a SPECTRE nor 
a SMERSH in Vietnam, but there really is a SOG. 

SOG — the Studies and Observations group 
is about as spooky an outfit as there is • Whether 
some of the eight detainees were assigned to SOG is 
an unanswered question. The New York Times, in a 
recent dispatch from Saigon, says yes; Pentagon 
sources say no, adding that SOG is not a Green 
Beret outfit at all. At any rate, some Special 
Forces men, including my friend at the Continental 
Palace, find themselves assigned to SOG, sans 
- beret ... 

...SOG is, or at least was, involved in snatching 
fishermen. When I was in Vietnam, Hanoi Radio used 
to complain almost daily about piracy and missing 
North Vietnamese civilians. 

What is behind .the bitter broadcasts is SOG's 
practice of using fast boats to swoop down on hapless 
North Vietnamese fishing vessels and kidnap the crews. 

On occasion, victims have even been plucked from the 
shore. 


The captives are whisked, south for interrogation 
about conditions in North Vietnam, troop and gun 
positions, and such matters. Then, like fish, some 
are kept and some are let go. 

SOC was also responsible for sending patrols into 
North Vietnam. Seldom, if ever, did the Americans 
themselves go bn the missions, although Americans 
went into North Vietnam in helicopters to ''insert'' 
and "extract" the patrols. The patrols themselves 
consisted of Vietnamese, Montagnard tribesmen, and 
Nungs, who are of Chinese descent. 

Some of the patrols were gone ao long as a year. 

These were resupplied by parachute drops from speci al 1 y 
outfitted transport planes or,if a patrol found itself 
in a well defended area, bundles were parachuted from 
Jet fighter-bombers. How the patrols are supplied since 
the bombing halt I don't know, but I do know that the 
SOG people were concerned about this problem last fall. 

The patrols had a number of f unctions. One of the 
main ones was directing the bombers to traffic on the 
'• v Ho Chi Minh Trail. They also helped the pilots in 
dropping other things , such as transistor radios which 
tune only to South Vietnamese propaganda broadcasts, 
and devices that look like rocks but explode when trod 
upon. 

What else is SOG up to? . . . 

Answers about the spook trade come slowly and in 

pieces. Perhaps by virtue of the murder case before 
us we will be able to pick up a few more fragments 
for our collection. 

4. Newsweek, August 25, 1969, "The Case of the Green Berets 

...The fact... is that while almost all Green Berets 
are potential intelligence agents, only a relatively 
few are involved in purely covert operations. Those 
who are so employed belong to SOG — the so-called 
Studies and Observation Group whose assignments re- 
portedly include missions into Laos, Cambodia and 
North Vietnam, as well as the assassination of enemy 
commanders. One SOG uni t, known as the B-57 detachment, 
was based at Nha Trang, and of the eight Green Berets 
allegedly involved in the Chuven murder, six worked 
- in B— 57 ... 

5. New York Times, 1 October 1969, "Behind the Intelligence 
Curtain" by Joseph B. Treaster. 

... In the sketchy reports on the recent Green Beret 
case, there have been repeated references to tvo 
secret intelligence-gathering units. Detachment B-57 
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and the Studies and Observation Group, or S.O.G... 

..Some dispatches from Saigon identified B-57 as a 
part of the Studies and Observation. Group, an element 
of the American command, subsequent investigation 
indicates that they are separate units. Both seek 
tactical intelligence, but S.O.G. also engages in 
sabotage and places emphasis on operations outside 
South Vietnam. 

The Studies and Observation Group, which seems 
to have no less sensitive mission than B-57, operates 
without cover from offices in centres. Saigon in the 
compound from which Gen. William C. Westmoreland 
once ran the war. -It is listed as a staff section 
of the American command and draws personnel and 
neccessities . from all branches of the armed forces. 

There are thought to be as many as 2,000 Americans 
and many more Vietnamese in S.O.G. Informed sources 
say that the Americans seldom if ever go into North 
..Vietnam on missions except for brief helicopter trips 
to emplace or recover teams. 

The group's commander, an Army colonel, has an 
Air Force colonel as his deputy , and there is a 
"civilian special assistant" who presumably serves 

as liaison with the C.I.A. 

Because of their extensive training in guerrilla 
warfare. Special Forces soldiers are assigned to both 

B-57 and S.O.G... ■ 

Vital as they are, B-57 and S.O.G. are like the 

exposed peak of an iceberg. Much more work, less 
spectacular but no less necessary, goes on unnoted. 


m A lot of it is just day-to-day plugging. 


a former province senior adviser. The little things 
they put together don’t make he a dlines and hy them 
selves they’re not very important. But eventually 
you get a picture ...” 

6. The New Republic, 4 October 1969, "Revolt in the Pentagon? 
by Zalin B. Grant. 

...The Special Forces, with its close CIA ties, may 
be viewed by the Pentagon’s generals as the paleo- 
lithic. . .stage of this evolving politico-military 

^The 5th Special Forces arrived in Vietnam on special 
CIA assignment in 1961, and for four years worked in 
close coordination with the Agency. The CIA provi e 
its prot&gi with excellent supplies and much money, a 
fact that rankled more conservative elements of the 
US Army. During the buildup in 196U and 19o5» however. 
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the Green Berets were diluted by nev soldiers, less 
experienced and less enthusiastic than the original 
contingent had been; predictably, the gilt began to 
vear off the Green Beret image. Then the 5th Special 
Forces was reassigned to the. same co mman d and supply 
channels as other American units in Vietnam. It no 
longer operated as . a free- swinging arm of the CIA. 

With a big exception: the Studies and Observation 

Group soon appeared on Saigon military organization 
charts as a new and independent unit. Commanded by 
an Army colonel, SOG in reality vas.a special opera- 
tions group that continued to work under CIA direction. 
(The CIA operates under the unlikely nom de guerre of u 
Combined Area Studies, or simply CAS — rhymes with 
mass.) The SOG agents mainly vere Green Berets based 
on Okinawa and sent to Vietnam on temporary duty under 
civilian cover. The job was to mount intelligence 
operations , train saboteurs for insertion into North 
Vietnam and run border-crossing operations in Laos 
and C amb odia. One e xamp le of a CAS-SOG operation was 
-the formation of counterfeit VC guerrilla units. SOG 
recruited and reindoctrinated Communist defectors who • 
had joined the South Vietnam government side. The 
ex-eneny soldiers vere outfitted with VC and NVA gear 
and sent into contested areas to pose as politicaLl 
cadre, where they frequently kidnapped or ki lled 
village leaders. The Vietcong, of course, took the 
blame with the local peasants. During Saigon street 
fighting laLst year, one such counterfeit unit infil- 
trated among tired enemy soldiers and convinced them 
to surrender. 

SOG’s most noticeable activities were its border- 
crossing operations. To monitor and harass the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail, SOG established its own highly restricted 
compounds within 5th Special Forces camps near the 
borders of Laos and Cambodia. Small patrols of American 
SOG agents and Chinese Nung mercenaries were landed 
in Laos by unmarked Vietnamese helicopters whose pilots 
— the only Vietnamese involved — reportedly were 
handpicked by then Premier Nguyen Cao Ky. SOG suffered 
heavy casualties. North Vietnamese observation posts 
often spotted the Americans as they infiltrated Laos... 

Newsweek, 23 March 1970, "Laos: Plain (and Fancy) Talk." 

Most, if not all, ... incursions into' Laos are 
run by the US Studies and Observation Group (SOG), 
which has its headquarters in a heavily guarded and 
rarely visited building in downtown Saigon. And there 
the secrecy is impressive. Reporters are strictly 
non grata, and Newsweek correspondents were sternly 
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warned last week that detailed reporting on U.S. opera- 
tions across the border into Laos would be in contra- 
vention of "Ground Rule 5." This military regulation 
forbids the press to report on specific "intelligence 
activities, methods of operation or specific locations." 

A possible penalty for violating Ground Rule 5 is the 
revocation of press credentials in South Vietnam. 

8. Message (U), USINFO, Washington, DTG 281851Z Oct 70. This 
message reported that Tammy Arbuckle had written the following in the 
October 28 issue of the Washington Star: 

Vientiane — U.S. advisers have been on the ground 
vorking in combat- situations in Laos since 19^, Lao 
military sources say. 

Lao military sources, commenting on stories Monday 
that U.S. troops have been leading ground strikes in 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail area in South Laos said "Yes, 
sometimes there are Americans and South Vietnamese in 
, attacks- there. The North Vietnamese have taken over 
' that part of Laos. We have no control over it now. 
Souvanna Phouma has said the trails are part of the 
Vietnamese War. 

The sources admitted they knew of occasions when 
U.S. advisers were present during fighting in other 
parts of Laos. 

U.S. ground advisers in Laos break down into 
three categories. 

One group is composed of advisers belonging to 
the Studies and Observation Group of the Special 
Forces. These men, apart from certain special 
operations , operate against the Ho Chi Minh Trail in 
the Laos Panhandle. Their missions include leading 
troops of various Asian nationalities in what the Lao 
military call "2 Commando Destruction" operations 
against parts of the trail. . . 
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APPENDIX I 

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
GENERAL 


(U) The Personnel and Administrative Division (MACS0G-10) performs 
the functions of G-l and Adjutant General Staff organizations; there- 
fore, it acts in the capacity of both a coordi Rating and special staff 
agency. ~ 

t gf The division continued to supervise and exercise control of 
the personnel and administrative functions of MACSOG and to advise and 
assist the administrative sections of the Strategic Technical Director- 
ate. 


ORGANIZATION 


(U) In June, 1970, the Personnel and Administrative Division 
changed the internal organization to conform with actual functions 
performed by realigning missions and changing the names the two 
internal branches. The Personnel Services Branch became the Per- 
sonnel and Administrative Branch. The Administrative Services Branch 
became Classified Control, Publications Supply and Records Branch. 


Personnel and Administrative Branch 

(U) The Personnel and Administrative Branch is under the direction 
of an Army Captain and: 

1. Reconmends, prepares and disseminates MACSOG personnel 
and administrative policies and procedures from guidance received 
from the Director. 

2. In-processes and allocates personnel resources in ac- 
cordance with operational priorities and policies. 

S. Recormtends personnel policies pertaining to local national 
civilian labor forces, maintains local national civilian table of dis- 
tribution and case files of local national employees. 
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4. Processes all personnel actions to include: awards and 

decorations, extensions, rest and recuperation leaves, verification 
and initiation of security clearances. Of f/EM efficiency/fitness/ 
effectiveness reports, and feeder casualty reports. 

5. Processes requests for TOY, emergency and ordinary 
leave for military personnel assigned to MACSOG. 

6. Publishes MACSOG administrative publications. Provides 
reproduction service support to MACSOG activities. 

7. Processes and authenticates outgoing correspondence, to 
include congressional correspondence and special actions. 

• 8. Maintains a reference library of military publications. 

9. Provides technical supervision on unit mail postal 
matters to the support section. 


Classified Control, Publications Supply and Records Branch 

(U) This branch is also under the direction of an Army Captain 

and: 


1. Provides administrative procedural guidance in functional 
areas to the staff and specifically to the administrative personnel 
assigned to each staff activity. 

2. Distributes MACSOG administrative publications. 

3. Processes incoming correspondence. 

4. Receives, processes and distributes electrically trans- 
mitted messages. Processes outgoing messages from headquarters staff 
activities for transmission. 

5. Operates the headquarters distribution center to receive, 
process and control all incoming and outgoing correspondence. 

6. Formulates procedures to handle and control classified 
documents, and serves as the MACSOG classified control office. 

7. Provides forms control for the headquarters and provides 
reproduction service for forms. 

8. Consolidates requisitions for publications and forms 
required by staff activities. 
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9. Provides records management support and inspects all 
MACSOG activities on the MACV .Records Management Program. 

10. Maintains the Headquarters files plan. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


(Jtf The following projects and programs were accomplished during 
1970: 


1. The MACSOG Joint Table of Distribution was completely 
revised to conform with organizational changes as required by mission 
and role revisions. The revision was completed and forwarded to HQ 
MACV on 31 August 1970. The JTD as approved by HQ MACV was 
received 6 December 1970. The authorized strength remained the same, 
382 military personnel and one civilian. 

2-.‘ The Director's office and Personnel and Administrative 
Branch was relocated from room 401 to room 201, 8uilding 3, MACV 1 
Compound during the month of August, 1970. 

3. The MACSOG Personnel Sponsorship Program was formally 
established with the publication of MACSOG Directive 600-5 (Person- 
nel Sponsorship Program) on 25 August 1970. The program has proven 
to be very effective and rewarding for newly assigned personnel. 

4. The MACSOG Records Management Program was officially 
initiated 13 September 1970 with the publication of MACSOG Directive 
340-4 (Records Management). 

5. The MACSOG Suggestion Awards Program was established 
28 September 1970. Seven suggestions were received and evaluated 
by the Incentive Awards Comuittee. 

6. The MACSOG Accident Prevention Program was established 
under the control of Director, Personnel and Administrative Division. 
MACSOG Directive -385-1 (Accident Prevention Program) was completed 

on 24 December 1970 and submitted for staffing. 

7. The Studies and Observations Group's Organization and 
Functions Manual was revised and sent to HQ MACV for publication 
on 24 December 1970. The effective date is 1 January 1971 and the 
manual is classified secret. 

8. Continuity files and desk SOPs were revised/updated 
or established to conform with mission changes. 
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9. 79 out of a total 105 directives were revised or published 

during the year. Of the 79 directives revised or published, 16 were 
new directives. 

WORKLOAD STATISTICS 

(U) The following statistics are indicative of the 1970 workload: 

1. 671 U.S. awards and 98 foreign awards were processed. 

2. 750 letter orderlS were published. 

3. 5,070 personnel actions were processed on many varied _ ♦< 

subjects. - 

4. 1,569 civilian personnel case files were processed. 

5. 651,798 unclassified pieces of correspondence were processed 
through Classified Control, Publications Supply and Records Branch. 

6. An average of 12,120 controlled secret and top secret 
documents were on hand. 

7. 150,885 impressions were reproduced in support of SOG's 

mission. 


8. 20 of a total of 79 forms were revised. 

% 

9. 19 new forms wer% published. 

10. 9 of a total of 40 policies were revised. 

11. 14 new policies were published. 

12. 32 Staff Digests and 8 MACS0G Bulletins were published. 


I 


£- 
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APPENDIX II 
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

GENERAL 


The goals set forth by the Intelligence Division (MACS0G-20) 
for 1970 included continued improvement in both quality and quantity 
of intelligence produced from MACSOG operations <ki terms of timeliness, 
substantive content, and utility. Increased participation by Vietnamese 
counterparts in the division's activities was established as a major 
goal for the year. 

{2$ Through initiation of new concepts, refinement of existing 
techniques, exploitation of all available intelligence, and direct 
personal contacts, MACS0G-20 continued to improve its position with 
respect to established goals. Further development of the Targeting 
Workshop concept achieved a coordinated intelligence collection and 
dissemination program responsive to the needs of all command components 
concerned. Continued refinements in photo- intelligence and collection 
techniques have insured thorough mission planning support for field 
elements and have improved quality and content of mission results. 

The Intelligence Division has continued the use of intelligence data 
handling systems and explored methods of adapting new technology to 
increase support of the intelligence mission. Daily contacts and 
organized training programs have provided Vietnamese counterparts 
with knowledge and experience in intelligence procedures and techniques. 

(#f The Intelligence Division continued in its mission to collect, 
collate and disseminate intelligence information to MACSOG staff agencies 
in support of MACSOG operational elements, and to receive, collate and 
disseminate intelligence information derived from those operations to 
the . i ntel 1 i gence commun i ty . 


ORGANIZATION 

Csf During the first ten months of the year, the Intelligence 
Division operated under the JTD dated February 1970, with an authorized 
strength of 57, and an actual strength of 54.* The last two months of 
1970 were manned under the JTD approved in November 1970 by MACV, with 
an authorized strength of 55, but an actual strength of 50. 

(JfSj At the close of 1970, the division was organized into four 
branches. 
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1. Operations Branch. The Operations Branch managed all 
aspects of operational intelligence and was composed of five sections. 

a. The Laos Studies Section managed intelligence relative 
to MACSOG operations in Laos and the DMZ. 

b. The Cambodian Studies Section managed intelligence 
relative to MACSOG operations in Cambodia. 

c. The North Vietnam Studies Section maintained avail- 
able intelligence information on North Vietnam for contingency planning 

d. Intelligence Data Handling Systenr (IDHS) Section 
provided automated intelligence data to support MACSOG operational 
elements. . 


e. The Exploitation Section was responsible for intel- 
ligence exploitation of SOG POW's, other detainees, captured enemy 
documents, and material, and for headquarters staff supervision of 
RODCA and all matters related to MACSOG Agent Programs. 

2. 'Photo Analysis Branch. The Photo Analysis Branch provided 
photographic intelligence and photographic laboratory assistance to 
MACSOG staff agencies in support of MACSOG operational elements. 
Assigned tasks were accomplished by five sections within the branch. 

a. The Imagery Interpretation Section provided photo 
intelligence reports and materials on all MACSOG targets as well as 
special studies. 

b. The Photographic Lab Section provided a variety of 
photo processing and photographic activities in support of all MACSOG 
staff and operational elements. 

c. The Photo Analysis Support Section provided photo 
reconnaissance requirement support, film and map library facilities, 
and photo intelligence research in support of the Intelligence 
Division. 

d. The Aerial Surveillance Section provided low-level 
hand-held aerial photographic reconnaissance activities within the 
SALEM HOUSE area of operations (SH AO). 

e. The Support Section (Team) was responsible for 
branch administration. 

3. Security Branch. The Security Branch advised the 
Director, Intelligence Division on all matters of internal physical 
security and prepared necessary security directives. 
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4. Administrative Branch. This branch provided administrative 
support to the Intelligence Division. 


MAJOR PROGRAMS 


SALEM HOUSE 

i^sf The Cambodian Study Group, with representatives from all 
military intelligence collection agencies in Vietnam, State and MACV J2 
continued to meet monthly and discuss over-all Cambodian collection 
requirements. In addition, a pilot group consisting of CAS, State, 

MACV J2 (6IIB, CIED, and SRA),'and SOG, met prior to the regula 
monthly meetings to discuss all -source intelligence on Cambodia and 
to prepare the agenda for the regular meeting. 

(JSf Special briefings were given throughout the year in support 
of various units and operations. 

# V 

1. In January, CG, IFFV was briefed concerning the northern 
movement of enemy line units through the wasteland into Base Area (BA 
702. The purpose of the briefing was to inform CG, IFFV that the enemy . 
units involved in attacks against Bu Prang and Due Lap in November and 
December of 1969 were moving north and would possibly become involved 

in attacks against allied installations in the central portion of MR II. 

2. In April, a briefing was given to CG, 7th Air Force _ 
concerning lucrative targets located in Zone Alpha for the PATIO (*) 
program. This program involved 7th AF strikes on sanctuaries and base 
areas in Cambodia in support of the May cross-border operations into 
Cambodia. The first PATIO (J2) target was struck on 24 April resulting 
in 100 enemy KIA. 

3. During April, a series of briefings was given in support 
of the impending conventional force cross-border operations into 
Cambodia. COMUSMACV was briefed by Chief,. SOG concerning the impor- 
tance to the enemy of Base Areas in zones Alpha and Charlie, and what 
MAC SOG felt should be the priority of attacks against these Base Areas. 
CG, IFFV and CG 4th Infantry Division were briefed specifically on 
Base Areas 701 and 702. Representatives from G-2, I IFFV were briefed 
specifically on Base Areas 350, 351 and 352* Allied units entered 

all of these Base Areas, utilizing intelligence provided by the SH 
desk. 

SH collection capabilities changed extensively during the 
year as a result of the conventional force cross-border operations 
and requests originated by MACSOG. 
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1. After 30 June, when the conventional force cross-border 
operations ceased and all US personnel were ordered out of Cambodia, 
MACSOG was no longer authorized to employ US led teams in Cambodia 
(CJCS msg 1049/272237Z May 70). At the same time, however, all- 
indigenous teams were authorized and MACSOG operational limits were 
extended from a uniform depth of 30km to 50km in Zone Alpha; from 20km 
to 30km in Zone Charlie; and from 20km to 30km in Zone Bravo from the 
boundary with Zone Charlie to the Mekong River. From the Mekong River 
to the Gulf of Thailand, the Zone Bravo depth remained 20km from the 
RVN border. 

2. Prior to 30 June, MACSOG received authority to operate 

in the Air Interdiction Zone which encompassed tne area bounded on the 
north by the Laotion border, on the west by a line 200 meters west of 
and parallelling the Mekong River, and on the south by Route 13 running 
southeast from Kratie to the point where it intersects the other 
established operational limits (CJCS msg 2006/092315Z Jun 70). This 
authority was extended to 1 October 1970 (JCS 3821/300012Z Jun 70). 

At MACSOG 's request, it was extended again to 1 May 1971 (JCS msg 
6781/271617Z Nov 70). 

<.*• 

(J&) From 1 January to the time of the conventional force cross- 
border operations in May and June, SH teams continued to collect intel- 
ligence on known enemy base areas and infiltration and supply routes. 
After the conventional force cross-border operations, SH teams expanded 
their intelligence collection to determine if the enemy would return 
to his old sanctuaries, and reestablish old infiltration routes and 
lines of communication, and to determine which areas would be developed 
for future use as the enemy now controls all of northeastern Cambodia. 

(J 5^ SH Intelligence Reports written and distributed by MACS0G-20 
during 1970 included: 

1. 41 spot reports on enemy activity, provided to MACV J2 

(CIIB). 

2. 477 Intelligence Information Reports (IIR's) on enemy 
activity and terain. This compares with 607 IIR's written during 
1969. 

{J&f Target selection and development during 1970 included: 

1. A total of 840 targets, as compared to 901 targets durinq 

1969. 

2. Four wire tap operations, conducted under the CIRCUS ACT 
program (MACV Directive 381-45, Exploitation of Enemy Landline Communi- 
cations Systems (#)). Two of these operations were successful. 
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(^S<A total of 544 missions were conducted during the year, as 
compared with 443 in 1969. Significant intelligence was produced and 
disseminated as follows: 

1. 1,014 trails were reported. 

2. 176 active and inactive bivouac areas and way stations 
were reported. 

3. 23 sightings of communication wire were reported. 

4. Six PM's were captured. — 

5. 9,171 enemy were sighted. 

6. 791 vehicles and cycles were observed. 

7. 12 storage sites and caches were discovered. 

8. Four training areas were discovered. 

V 

9. Three truck parks were located. 

10. Aerial and ground photography was taken of roads, trails, 
bridges, storage and bivouac areas, enemy fortifications and Cambodian, 
terrain. 


PRAIRIE FIRE 

During 1970, the Laotian monthly targeting workshops were 
expanded to include participation by representatives from the Field 
Forces, HQ 7th Air Force and Vietnamese counterparts of MACSOG 
personnel. This direct participation has provided a better understanding 
of MACSOG capabilities and resulted in more realistic target requests. 

(jg^ Several events produced significant intelligence concerning 
the PFAO. 


1. In late March, a POW who had been assigned to the 40th 
NVA Artillery Regiment provided intelligence about his unit, which is 
subordinate to the B-3 Front. The presence of his unit in the area 
indicated that two headquarters elements, the B-3 Front and the 5b9tn 
Transportation Group, shared responsibility for activities in Base 
Area 609. A document also captured in March north of Base Area 609 
revealed additional Order of Battle (0B) on the 40th NVA Artillery 
Regiment and the Headquarters, B-3 Front. This document also helped 
to further delineate the AO of the 559th Transportation Group. 
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2. In September, an operation on Route 966 on the western edge 
of the PFAO yielded 34 documents. Some 400 pages of these were 
evaluated by the MACV Combined Document Exploitation Center as Category 
A, containing significant intelligence. They were described by MACV J2 
as "appearing to be the most significant collateral intelligence on 

the 599th Transportation Group since the beginning of the war." 

3. A POW captured in October provided further information on 
the 559th TransDortation Group, which has the highest intelligence 
collection priority in Laos. He was a former member of the D2 Engineer 
Battalion, Binh Tram (Military Station) 34, 559th Transportation Group, 
and provided information on the unit's OB, its training and tactics, 
and on the effects of allied interdiction efforts. 

4. In November, another operation in Base Area 609 found and 
destroyed an estimated 40 tons of rice. The cache was in an area which 
has been extensively used, by enemy units during the periodic attacks 
against 5th SFGA units at Dak Seang and Ben Het, and it is believed 

that the rice had been stored for use by units in similar future attacks. 

(-TS-f During 1970, fewer IIR's on enemy activity and terain in the 
PFAO were prepared by the PF section due to revised criteria.for the 
submission of terrain IIR's. Whereas such reports were previously 
written on each mission, they are now prepared only when held infor- 
mation is more than six months old, or when there is a discrepancy 
between current maps and the actual terrain. 

CTSt PF Intelligence Reports written and distributed during 1970 
included: 

1. 10 spot reports on enemy activity, provided to MACV J2 

(CIIB) . 

2. 558 IIR's on enemy activity and terrain. 

(JST'Target selection and development included: 

1. A total of 645 targets as .compared to 864 targets in 1969. 

2. Ten wiretap operations were conducted under the CIRCUS ACT 
program; seven were successful. 

A total of 436 missions were conducted during the year, as 
compared to 458 in 1969. 

1. 540 trails were reported. 

2. 39 active and inactive bivouac areas and way stations 
were reported. 
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3. 1,789 vehicles were observed. 

4. Seven enemy cache sites were discovered. 

5. Two PW's were captured. 

6. Aerial and ground photography was taken of roads, trails, 
bridges, storage and bivouac areas, enemy fortifications and Laotian 
terrain. 


PARBOIL (ll 

As a result of thp 1 November 1968 standdown on operations in 
North Vietnam, PARBOIL (j 2) (previously PLOWMAN (#f) operations have 
ceased. Since that time, MACS06 has been required by JCS to maintain 
the capability to conduct operations against NVN. In light of this 
requirement, the establishment and maintenance of contingency target 
packages was the primary concern of the NVN Studies Section. Order 
of Battle information was maintained so that targeting could be accom- 
plished by analysis of the threat. 


TIMBERWORK (£) 

With the cessation of operations against North Vietnam, all 
TIMBERWORK (pf assets were shifted for use in Laos and Cambodia; Intel- 
ligence support was provided by respective intelligence sections in 
coordination with the Exploitation Sectior.. In audition to spot reports 
of significant information to MACV J-2, all relevant data was reduced 
to an HR for widest dissemination within the intelligence community. 

CKfJ Contingency planning for possible NVN operations continued 
to be supported by NVN desk personnel . 


INTELLIGENCE DATA. HANDLING SYSTEM 


Computer Output 

CS'f During the first seven months of CY 70, the IDHS program was 
monitored and administered by the North Vietnam Study Section. In 
August, the IDHS Section was created and expanded to three NCO's, in- 
cluding the Air Intelligence Analyst. All inputs into the system were 
accomplished by this section. An average of 300 creation sheets were 
submitted weekly to update the MACSOG file. 
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^ pFS”) Computer products consist of 'three basic printouts: 

1 . VC/NVA Use of Laos Vol I: This volume is a , C °N FI *J5 f ulJcnr 

monthly listing of items of intelligence reported excusively by MACSOG 
assets. Distribution of Vol I was made to non-SOG units. 

2. VC/NVA Use of Laos Vol II: This volume is a ^j^NTIAL 

monthly listing of items of intelligence derived from both SOG and 
non-SOG assets It was distributed to MACSOG operational units. 

3. VC/NVA Use of Cambodia: This printout is a CONFIDENT IAL 

monthly listing of SOG and non-SOG derived intelligence aj d i^the most 
comprehensive intelligence file for the eastern portion 
Distribution of the printout was increased to 33 copies i*nd was suppneo 
to all SOG -operational units, J-2 and other units requiring knowledge 

of this area. 

Monthly printouts give a six-month history of the 
PF and SH AOs aiid are arranged in UTM coordinate sequence The print- 
outs are classified CONFIDENTIAL because no SOG operational < data is 
included and the source of information is indicated by number only. 

Tte source code key list is classified TOP SECRCT/UMOIS end dtssesr 
inated on a strict need to know basis. 

(T&r The MACSOG computer listing was of great assistance to the 
Field Force Commanders in their planning for the Spring cross- ° erations 
operations into Cambodia. During and inmediately after these operafons. 
the IDHS Section (then the NVN Section) encoded and put ^toSOGs 
orogram such items of intelligence value as «che sites, troop contacts, 
AAA firings, etc. This was done for correlation of SOG sported 
intelligence with the materiel and troops actually en count?red. _ 
special compilation of all intelligence derived from the Cambodian 
operations was produced in a CONFIDENTIAL printout and disseminated 
?o units receiving the monthly printout. This compilation provided a 
a?aphic display of the material utilizing the Gerber Plotter with 

different color overlays showing RT re P° r J s : FAC rep °^ s ! th^analysis 
and conventional troop findings. It aided immeasurably in the analysis 

of SOG’s effectiveness. 

(J^ Special data handling included: 

1. Target Mission Packages. A TOP SECRET/LIMDIS printout 
and CONFIDENTIAL machine plotted overlays were provided ^oreac g 
approved by COMUSMACV. This printout contained all SOG operational 
data as well as a compilation of all intelligence data in the MACSOG 
file for the past six months. Acetate overlays were keyed to 1.50,001) 
AMS sheets and graphically displayed the material listed in the pnnto . 
Distribution of this product was limited to SOG operational units. 
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2. AAAOB Computer Listings. A SECRET printout containing 
information was distributed to SOG operational units twice a 
month. The primary data source in this printout was the Pacific Air 
Defense Analysis Facility (PADAF) weekly update. The printout con- 
tained AAAOB information for the SHAO, PFAO and AAA threat areas of 
Laos and NVN up to 20 degrees North Latitude. 



Air Intelligence Activities 

The Air Intelligence Section, due to reorganization of the 
Division, was reestablished. under the newly formed IDHS Section. 

This was accomplished so that all intelligence inputs into the com- 
puterized file could be centralized and better controlled. 

1. The section maintained Order of Battle on aircraft and 
airfields (AOB), Anti-Aircraft Artillery and. Automatic Weapons (AAAOB) 
and Electronic Systems (EOB) of North Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia; as 
well as Surface to Air Missiles Order of Battle (SAMOB) of North 
Vietnam and enemy AAA threat information in South Vietnam for use by 
MACSOG and its subordinate units. 

2. All applicable information on enemy aircraft, anti- 
aircraft artillery radar and SAMs was forwarded to MACSOG operational 
units as it became available. 


CT5T The production of a computer listing of AAAOB was expanded to 
include NVN south of 20°N and all AAA threat in all southern Laos in 
addition to the PF and SH AO's. The printout format was adapted to 
be compatible and integrated with the existing MACSOG format. Dis- 
semination was increased to twice monthly and was made to headquarters 
elements and to all MACSOG operational elements. 


sem 
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PHOTO ANALYSIS 


J 


Target Materials 

(•TS") During 1970, continued improvements were made in intelligence 
support for MACSOG operational teams. Target materials derived from 
photo reconnaissance imagery and other forms of intelligence were pre- 
pared, produced, and disseminated. These target materials were in the 
form of area analysis of 10 x 10 kilometer squares which were target 
centered. Photo maps were compiled at a scale of 1:50,000 and repro- 
duced at a scale of 1:25,000 on waterproof paper. Comprehensive narra- 
tive reports were also prepared, detailing: terrain and vegetation, 

rivers and streams, roads and trails, military activity/defenses. 



village/civilian activity, agricultural activity, landing and drop 
zones* avenues of movement and miscellaneous information. SH Photo 
Interpretation Section produced 505 Target Material packages during 
1970; PF Section produced 416. 


LLHHAP 

A major program developed during 1970 was Low-Level Hand-Held 
Aerial Photography (LLHHAP). The program had its ad hoc beginning in 
July 1969, and consisted of obtaining hand-held aerial photography 
from an aircraft flying at tree top level. It was expanded into a 
sophisticated intelligence collection effort whieh consisted of a 
Photographer/ Aerial Observer flying in the rear seat of an 0-1 air- ^ 
craft at tree-top level, using -an Asahi Pentax Spotmatic camera with 
either a 135iran or 200mm telephoto lens. A second aircraft was employed, 
normally an 0-2 or 0V-10, at an altitude of 1,500-3,000 feet. This 
combination proved very effective in producing valid .intelligence 
reports supported by excellent photography from 125 LLHHAP combat 
missions flown over the SH and PF AOs. 

iX) The LLHHAP program was formalized on 21 October 1970 under the 
nickname FORD DRUM. In November 1970, dedicated 0-1 and 0-2 aircraft 
flying hours for FORD DRUM were obtained from MACV J-3 and 7th AF. 

This provided a responsive and unique intelligence collection system 
for use by Chief, MACS0G and C0MUSMACV. 

As a result of the increased emphasis on LLHHAP activities 
within the branch, on 18 August 1970, a proposed change to the JTD 
was submitted requesting the establishment of an Aerial Surveillance 
Section with one officer and four NCOs. Based on the requested JTD 
change, one officer and two NCOs were provisionally assigned to man 
the section. • 


Training 

( Continued and expanded instruction in ground and airborne 
hand-held photography was presented in the RT Leaders Course at Camp 
Long Thanh. Instruction included data on camera operation, items of 
intelligence value to be photographed, and techniques of obtaining 
the best photography possible. 

C&f As a result of the Vietnamization effort within MACS0G and 
the proposed STD takeover of many programs currently operated by 
MACS0G, a LLHHAP training program for Vietnamese Officers and Non- 
commissioned Officers was developed and presented at the Camp Long 
Thanh training center from 31 August to 18 September 1970. Eight 
Officers and one NCO from STD operational detachments were graduated 
with sufficient expertise to organize, conduct and train others in 
the LLHHAP techniques. 
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Capabilities 

C %T In May 1970, a photo lab was planned and established at CCC 
by the Photographic Lab Section. CCC personnel were trained to operate 
and maintain the new lab. 

In early August, the Photo Lab Section was relocated from the 
building adjacent to the MACV-1 Compound to the second floor of 
Building H of the Compound. The new quarters provided adequate 
space for new equipment and expanded activities of the lab. 

(J2) Production was greatly expanded during the year, as reflected 
by the following figures: 


Prints (B&U) 
20" X 24" 


528 

11" X 14" 

- 

2,460 

8" X 10" 

- 

44,400 

5" X 7" 

- 

‘ 6,984 

‘ 4" X 5" 

- 

8,796 

ZH" X 2 V' 

- 

5,880 

Film (Processed) 

* 


35mm (B&W Rolls) 

_ 

1,250 

35mm (Color Rolls) 

- 

744 

35mm (Copy Slides) 

- 

4,584 

4" X 5" (B&W Frames) 

- 

2,268 

4" X 5" (Color Frames) 

- 

144 

8" X 10" (B&W-Viewgraphs) 

- 

1,272 

8" X 10" (Color Frames) 

- 

12 

4" X 5" (Polacopy Frames) 

- 

796 

Award/Ceremonial 



Photographic Requirements 

- 

252 


CT5T*The Photo Analysis Branch Support Section maintained an average 
of 30,000 to 35,000 feet of aerial reconnaissance film representing 
coverage of MACSOG's AOs. An additional 6,000 to 7,000 feet of film 
were borrowed each week from the 12th RITS at Tan Son Nhut in order to 
provide photo analysis for preparation of the 'target material packages 
produced by the branch. An estimated 5,000 to 6,000 maps and charts 
were continuously maintained to supply the Photo Interpretation Section, 
staff divisions within MACS0G Headquarters and the STD Liaison Officer 
with required maps. 
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SECURITY BRANCH 


(jrf Throughout 1970, Security Branch (MACSOG-21) increased emphasis 
on security programs which needed bolstering and prepared appropriate 
guidelines for strengthening the entire security posture of MACSOG. 

Security directives were reviewed and updated to provide more specific 
guidance. The most significant documents revised were: 

1. MACV Directive 380-29 (£ 1. Access to Studies and Observations 
Group Information. This directive was prepared by MACSOG-21 to provide 
guidance to all MACV elements requesting access to SOG information. The 
associated briefing program was revised during the^period April to August 
1970 and again during November and Oecember 1970. Appropriate changes to ^ H 
coincide with these revisions were made in the MACV Directive. 

2. MACSOG Directive 380-7 (U), Access to Studies and Observations 
Group Information. A change in the briefing program necessitated a 
revision of this directive in an effort to establish policy and pro- 
cedures for requesting MACSOG briefings. Responsibilities for the presen- 
tation of these briefings were also delineated. 

3. MACSOG Directive 380-5 (U), Military Security, Safeguarding 
Defense Information. This directive provided guidance in areas of 
document, personnel, and physical security, particularly concerning the 
protection of working papers. It incorporated miscellaneous policy 
documents into one directive, and gave guidelines consistent with opera- 
tional requirements. 

4. MACSOG Directive 380-11 (jtf. Cover Stories Cover 

stories utilized by SOG activities were reviewed and revised as necessary 
to conform to current situations. 

5. MACSOG Directive 606-1 (U), SOG Headquarters Pass System. 

This directive outlined procedures for entry into the MACV-1 Compound. 

In conjunction with its revision, a new series of access passes was 
issued to all personnel assigned to Headquarters MACSOG and stationed 
in the Saigon area. Special Instructions were issued to the Military 
Police posted at the front and rear of the compound to enforce provisions 
of the directive. - 

A series of 51 security inspections began on 1 April 1970 in 
an effort to identify and correct deficiencies in the security program 
of MACSOG. Inspections were first performed a't the initiation of - 

Security Branch, secondly as part of the annual general inspection, and 
then as a follow-up to the annual general inspection. In addition, the 
following technical surveys were conducted throughout MACSOG activities 
by representatives of the 525th Military Intelligence Group at the 
request of Security Branch: 


B-II-12 



1. All sensitive areas of Headquarters MACSOG, including 

the communications center. (This had not been previously accomplished.) 

2. The Tactical Operations Center for both CCC and CCS. (This 
had not been previously accomplished.) 

3. The sensitive areas of the Naval Advisory Detachment, and 
Detachment B, Airborne Studies Group (MACSOG-36). 

The Security Branch conducted police checks on all indigenous 
personnel employed by MACSOG. The system for getting these forms to 
Security Branch had broken down, and consequently the program was back- 
logged. To reestablish the program and eliminate the backlog, over 3,000 
police checks on this category of personnel were conducted. In addition, 
a dossier for each individual was initiated. 

The security officer of STD is the point of contact for all 
background investigations, and over 200 security clearances for the 
MACSOG Civilian Personnel Officer were processed through STD. One 
applicant was discovered to be a Viet Cong sympathizer and was released 
from employment. 

(U) Preliminary and formal investigations involving MACSOG personnel 
or information were conducted under the suDervision of MACSOG-21. 

1. Six preliminary investigations were conducted. Five were 
possible security violations involving MACSOG information, and one v/as 
an incident investigation involving apparent misconduct. 

2. Eight formal investigations were conducted. Six were 
possible security violations involving MACSOG information and two were 
incident investigations involving apparent misconduct. 

(£) The MACSOG Permanent Access Roster (PAR) underwent a general 
revision. This roster is an integral part of the briefing program and 
is the basic document authorizing access to SOG information to units 
and staff agencies throughout Vietnam. Correspondence which ultimately 
tasked all units concerned with reevaluation of their requirements for 
this roster was prepared for the Chief of Staff, MACV. PAR inputs were 
compiled into one document and approved by Chief, SOG. 

(J2) In conjunction with the briefing program, two machine printout 
rosters, organized alphabetically by unit/staff agency, are prepared 
monthly. One roster contains the names of all personnel who occupy 
positions orT the SOG PAR and have received briefings. The other contains 
names of all personnel who have received one-time briefings. Frequent 
personnel changes require continuous efforts to maintain current rosters. 
A copy of each roster is distributed to units listed thereon for their 


SSet SSnf^t “oV Ualified operator had not 

yet been assigned. 

Continuous liaison was "^tjinad^with^the f^W^^torate 

VttSSfl S“iar°t.’“c Jacguesh Cl ’Directorate, MACJ222 and other 
miscellaneous agencies for security matters. 

(<A RinnraDhic data files on STD personnel we&e updated and a 
program was iterated , whereby MACSOG personnel provide continuous 
data on their counterparts. 

tcA Security Branch provided advice and assistance to all staff 
also monitored the entire construction. 
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APPENDIX III 

OPERATIONS AND TRAINING DIVISION 


GENERAL 


(fS) The Operations and Training Division, MACS0G-30, provided the 
essential staff support for all air, ground, maritime, and psychologi- 
cal operations conducted by MACSOG during 1970. The division continued 
to make recommendations, during planning and operations,- concerning the 
utilization of and priorities for MACSOG assets, including personnel, 
supplies, installations, and equipment. It coordinated and integrated 
support from all services, US agencies, and counterpart organizations 
necessary to accomplish the MACSOG mission. In addition, it supervised 
the training programs of MACSOG to ensure that the proper personnel 
assets were available to conduct assigned missions. 


ORGANIZATION 


Cef MACS0G-30 was divided into five separate sub-elements to 
accomplish its assigned tasks. These were: 

1. Maritime Studies Branch, MACSOG-31. ; 

2. Air. Studies Branch, HACSOG-32 

3. Psychological Studies Branch, MACS0G-33. 

4. Ground Studies Branch, MACSOG-34. 

5. Studies and Analysis Section, SAS. 

In addition, on 23 October, the Director, MACS0G-30, assumed operational 
control of the Training Studies Group, MACS0G-38 (Figure III-l). 


CAS/SOG CONFERENCES 


Purpose 

(J£5T The Director, MACS0G-30, acted as Chief SOG's principle 
assistant for CAS/SOG conferences and was directly responsible for 
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the planning and conduct of a series of these conferences. The confer- 
ences were initiated in August 1970 to provide an interchange of infor- 
mation, along with coordination and discussion of matters pertaining to 
the PRAIRIE FIRE and SALEM HOUSE areas of operation. 

(jf5}*As the tempo of operations changed in Southeast Asia, it be- 
came necessary to have a closer exchange of ideas and concepts between 
CAS and SOG since both organizations conduct operations. in the same 
general areas. Accordingly, an understanding of operating authorities, 
reconnaissance team locations, targets, stay times and other signifi- 
cant matters germane to the mission typified the. subject matter of these 
conferences. 

The initial CAS/SOG conference was held 
on 24 August 1970. Subsequent conferences have consisted of a review o^- 
the previous agenda items as well as new, timely topics for discussion, 
intelligence updates and plans for future joint operations. At the close 
of each meeting, a decision was made on the location of the next confer- 
ence. 


Participants 

CT&t^Attendance at the conferences included selected representatives, 
from the following agencies: 


1. MACSOG 

2. CAS, Vientiane 

L 1 ? 

5. 7th Air Force 

6. MACV J-2 

Locations 

i'FS'TLocations of 1970 conferences and dates were as follows: 

1. £0dorn RTAFB, Thailand]- 24 August 1970. 

2. ^Bangkok, Thailand]- 28 September 1970. 

3. MACSOG, Saigon, RVN - 28 October 1970. 

4. ^Jdorn RTAFB, Thailand] - 1 December 1970. 
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TO P ^CCRET 

MARITIME STUDIES BRANCH 


General 


tsrf Maritime Studies Branch, MACSOG-31, continued to exercise staff 
supervision and coordination for MACSOG covert maritime and cross-beach 
operations. Maritime operations (MAROPS) were actually conducted by 
Maritime Operations Group, MACSOG- 37, under the cover name of the Naval 
Advisory Detachment, Da Nang (NAD), in conjunction with the Coastal 
Security Service (CSS) of -the Vietnamese Strategic Technical Directorate. 

(Jf£) The type and tempo of MAROPS conducted in 1969 continued in 197ffj, 
Restrictions of the Nov 68 stand-down precluded the conduct of PARBOIL t*7 
missions north of the 17th parallel; however, the requirement to resume 
these operations at any time remained in effect. Patrol Torpedo Boats 
(fast) (PTFs) and cross-beach action teams were maintained in a high 
state of readiness by conducting in-country operations in Military Regions 
I, II, and IV and the DMZ. These operations were normally conducted at 
the request of Field Force Commanders. 

During the latter months of 1970, a number of new concepts in 
MAROPS were attempted. These included simultaneous forward operating * 
bases (FOBs), multiple team missions, riverine operations, shore bombard- 
ment in conjunction with cross-beach missions, and coordinated operations 
with conventional forces. Additionally, PTFs were utilized in support of 
MARKET TIME operations from 26 Nov to 3 Dec in an attempt to interdict 
trawler infiltration of supplies into the coastal waters of South Vietnam. 


Activities 


DODGE MARK 

(«?Sl Conducted under combat conditions from HAD, Da Nang, DODGE MARK 
missions were targeted primarily against the Viet Cong and Viet Cong 
infrastructure located within 5,000 meters of the coast in MR I, witn a 
few missions in MR II and the DMZ. During the latter part of the year, 
authority for these operations was expanded to allow operations b ® 
conducted in any of the rivers and waterways of SVN to a depth of b,uuu 
meters on either side of the banks. The prisoners and the .documents 
captured during these operations proved invaluable in aiding other 
allied units. 
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High surf conditions hampered DODGE MARK operations during the 
northeast monsoon season. During the first part of 1970, maritime 
missions shifted to MR IV with a new nickname, IVY COVER, and were under 
the general auspices of COMNAVFORV rather than MACSOG. During the latter 
part of the year, the poor surf conditions were partially circumvented 
by establishing FOBs at Cua Viet and Qui Nhon. 

1. On 22 Aug, one Sea Commando Team (SCT) and one PCF were 
deployed to Vietnamese Coastal Group 11 (CG 11) Headquarters on the 
Cua Viet River. This FOB remained in operation until 2 Sep, at which 
time the boat and team were withdrawn. However,. at the request of 
COMNAVFORV, it was reopened on 12 Oct and remaned operational until 
22 Oct. The specific purpose of this FOB was to gain intelligence on, 

and prevent the mining of, the Cua Viet River by enemy forces. Although , ^ 

no contact was actually made with enemy units, it is significant that 
there were no mining incidents in the Cua Viet while the team was 
deployed there. 

2. In late September, one action team and PCF were deployed 
to the MARKET TIME base at Qui Nhon to conduct operations in MR II. 

The FOB wa v s operational from 24 Sep until 22 Oct. Operations from this 
FOB were plagued by bad weather, poor or no intelligence, and support 
craft mechanical failures. 

On 9 Sep, a combined operation, using the SCTs and PTFs of 
NAD/CSS, and conventional forces from the Americal Division, was targeted, 
against suspected enemy concentrations south of Chu Lai. The SCTs 
approached their objective from the sea while the Americal Division 
troops approached their objective by helicopter. No significant contact 
was made; however, several bunkers were destroyed and the SCTs came under 
light sniper fire. This was the first combined operation utilizing 
conventional forces along with SCTs and opened a new area of cooperative 
effort. 

During 1970, 73 successful missions were executed with the 
following results: 16 enemy KIA; 7 VC captured; 2 sampans and 8 bunkers 

destroyed; 5 weapons, 13 grenades, 130 rounds of ammunition, 12.5 pounds 
of explosives, 7 pounds of medical supplies, and 13 pounds of documents 
were captured; at a cost of 2 friendly KIA and 2 friendly WIA. 


IVY COVER 

C8^ As a result of marginal surf conditions in MR I during Jan and_ 
Feb 70, a‘n action team was deployed to a US Navy FOB at SEAFLOAT on the 
Son Cai Lon River in MR IV to conduct operations under the nickname IVY 
COVER. These services were specifically requested by COMNAVFORV to com- 
plement a SEAL detachment at SEAFLOAT. The overall objectives and method 
of operation were similar to DODGE MARK missions, i.e., the ambush/ 
capture of VC/VCI/NVA through the use of cross-beach action teams inserted 
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from boats or by helicopter. PCFs, PBRs, SSCs, sampans and HELOs 
were all used for insertions. 

(eS^T During the period of operations, a total of 9 missions were 
conducted with the following results: 11 enemy KIA; 2 VC WIA; 5 VC 

captured; 27 sampans, 30 hootchs, 2,500 kilos of food, 5,400 gallons 
of water, 460 gallons of gasoline, and two gasoline motors were des- 
troyed; 11 weapons, 30 uniforms, and 5 kilos of documents were captured; 
46 suspects were detained; at the cost of one friendly KIA. 


Training 


Boat Crew Training 

(£) Continuous operational and refresher training was conducted 
for the boat crews at NAD, stressing problem areas encountered during 
operational missions. Emphasis was placed on damage control, fire 
fighting, gunnery, communications, unit tactics and engineering 
casualty control. In October, a new program of assigning boat crews 
permanently to specific boats was instituted with a monthly award 
given to the' crew with the best boat. As a result of this policy, 
the readiness of the PTFs showed a marked increase. 


Cross-beach Action Team Training 

[2) The action teams were continually undergoing training in 
ambush tactics, small arms firing, map and compass reading and physical 
fitness. In June and September, courses were started to train new 
recruits for the action teams. These recruits were given rigorous 
training in all facets of the SCT operations. Upon completion of their 
training the individuals were assimilated into the various teams. The 
teams developed a unique capability of cross-beach landing an 81mm 
mortar for use in specific operations. 


In-Country PTF Overhaul Capability 


{J?f In October, staff action was initiated to develop an in-country _ 
PTF overhaul capability. The most desirable location for this facility 
was the Small Craft Repair Facility (SCRF), Da Nang. It was determined 
that in-country PTF overhaul, less engines will be feasible by SCRF, but the 
time cf such capability is yet to be determined. Arrangements are also in 
progress with SCRF to provide skids for in-country drying out of the wood 
hull PTF NASTY" Class by June 1971. 
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Vietnamization and Naval ization 


tsT Considerable progress was made in the Vietnamization of MAROPS. 
CSS forces in the latter part of the year proved that they were capable 
of planning, coordinating and executing cross-beach missions. Repair, 
and maintenance of the boats and facilities by the CSS personnel conti n-^ 
ued to improve. Considerable help from US personnel will be necessary 
until the CSS realizes the importance of preventive maintenance. 

(#f More important is the fact that CSS made, considerable progress 
toward becoming a completely Naval unit during ttse year. Plans for 
phasing out all Army and civilian personnel attached to CSS and. re- 
placing them with VNN personnel were completed. Although the change- 
over to an- all VNN element was 'to occur simultaneously with the re- 
organization of the STD on 1 January 1971, a six month extension was 
granted to ensure adequate training of the VNN replacements. The 
civilians and ARVN personnel held approximately 402 of the key positions 
within the headquarters and the Sea Conmando Teams, and could not be 
simply replaced with untrained personnel without seriously degrading 
the CSS's capabilities. The ARVN and civilian personnel should be 
phased out by 1 July 1971. 
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AIR STUDIES BRANCH 
General 


* 

ITS) The Air Studies Branch, MACSOG-32, continued to obtain and 

air oinnnrt for MACSOG clandestine and covert combat opera- 
“o^ inloS^els^Sa'^dTSoordinate airlift for logistical sup- 
port of MACSOG activities. 

(SX* a wide variety of aircraft types were used to support MACSOG 
activities? 1 ^Air Studies Broun, Nha Trang AB RVN pmvided four^peoanr 

as Vismsd ::r:sr„!"i : S4- srar 

therefore^onl^three tuch^ircraft^we^continually^vailable for HACSOG 

Tactical Air and FAC/Liaison assets we re provi ded ^^y JJJJ! ^nh AF 
USAF, USA, USMC and VNAF units as requested from MAC;J3,VNAF and 7t 
Project JENNY (NC-121) terminated on 30 June 1970. 


ORGANIZATION 

iff HACSOG-32 was managed by a USAF Lieutenant Colonel .responsible 
o the Director, Operations and Training Oivision, and was divided into 
wo major sections: 

1 Airlift Section. The airlift section was responsible for 
he daily scheduling of combat logistic airlift and the coordination 
Sr Mmbat^issions 9 supported by 5-130 and C-123 aircraft under the 
HEDDER (J2j concept of operations. 

? Up! icoDter Section. The helicopter section was responsible 
or daily coordination of helicopter, FAC, liaison, and TACAIR in suppor 
,f MACSOG ground 'reconnaissance operations, and maintaining elose 
Ordination with other MACV staff agencies, 7th AF and VNAF to establish 
Requirements and priorities for future air supported operations. 

AIRLIFT SECTION SIGNIFICANT FACTS 


j 1970 was marked by a year-long series of ^^“^^AF pro- 
Ktifi rations for these assets, beginning in January with a 7th AF pro 
Isalio relocate of deactivate the COMBAT SPEAR unit, and extending 
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through three separate JCS queries rotative to relocation of this unit to 
an off-shore base. The thrust of the USAF/JCS position was that the. air- 
craft were not being sufficiently utilized in a combat role to justify 
their retention in a combat zone, and that the passengers and cargo could 
be transported by the Cormton Service Airlift System. The MACV position 
insisted that these assets were required to remain in Vietnam. Rationale 
cited by MACV included the "Maintain in Readiness" doctrine postulated by 
the JCS after the bombing halt in 1968, and the fact that security considera- 
tions preclude the use of Common Service Airlift to transport MACSOG sensi- 
tive cargo and passengers. The issue has remained dormant since the last 
exchange of messages in October 1970. 

(TSf A new type of airborne insertion for SEASIA was conducted in the 
PFAO during CY 70. RTs were trained in the Higfi Altitude, Low Opening 
(HALO) technique so as to avoid stereotyped, low altitude insertions. Teanf 
preparation included high altitude physiological training as well as prac- 
tice jumps on Okinawa and in Vietnam. An actual combat insertion was con- 
ducted on 27 November 1970. Additional HALO teams were scheduled to commence 
training in January 1971. 

In. .an effort to provide added air support for counterinsurgency oper- 
ations in Cambodia, a proposal was submitted to the JCS which would authorize 
continued use of HEAVY HOOK aircraft for airborne team insertion and aerial 
resupply missions in Cambodia. Such missions would be flown by Chinese 
aircrews.’ The JCS reply indicated that a final determination would be made 
at the Washington level, based on political constraints. Government: of. the 
Republic.of China approval has been obtained to utilize aircrews in Cambodia 
and Laos. 

(#f "During December 1970, a HEAVY HOOK aircraft, manned by a Chinese 
aircrew, sustained moderate damage when the left wing tip struck the runway. 
The accident occurred on takeoff from Tan Son Nhut and was apparently 
caused by wake turbulance from a departing 707, civilian aircraft. There 
were no aircrew or passenger injuries and an estimated 2,500 man hours were 
required to repair the aircraft. It is anticipated the aircraft will be 
returned to operational status in late February 1971. 


HELICOPTER SECTION SIGNIFICANT FACTS 


(sf During 1970, Forward Air Guide (FAG) training continued for RTs. 
The training consisted of ground instruction and an airborne demonstration 
on how to direct air strikes from the ground. 


( 'JSft ' RTs were launched into the PFAO from Nakhon Phanom AB and Ubon 
AB, Thailand— The Ubon launches, using CH-3 helicopters, were staged ^ 
through PS-2 / 
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PS_2 was closed in August due to heavy enemy activity, but fortunately, 

CH-53 helicopters became available for use in Thailand at this time and 
P5_2 staging was not required due to extended operational range of the 
CH-53. Thailand launches provided PF area coverage when weather pro- 
hibited operation coverage with in-country helicopter assets. 

(tff The 219th Helicopter Squadron (VNAF) was maintained at a UE strength 
of 25 aircraft. CH-34s in US storage facilities were made available to off- 
set combat losses and to insure that the UE strength was maintained. It was 
a q reed that flying hour allocation would be distributed with 85% in s uPP°[t 
of the MACSOG mission and 15% to meet unit training, functional test flights 
and unit administrative requirements. The squadron is scheduled to convert 
to UH-1 aircraft during the 4th quarter FY 72. ^ »* 


(J^T Prior to 1 July 1970, the 20th SOS was tasked to provide four USAF 
helicopter gunships and three trooplift helicopters on a daily basis to sup- 
port the Ban Me Thuot launch sites. Subsequent to the change in SH authori- 
ties the 20th SOS was capable of providing only four gunships due to a short- 
age in gun kits and UH-1P air frames. On 25 September 1970, the 20th SOS 
was relocated from Tuy Hoa AB to Cam Ranh Bay AB. The unit is presently convert 
int to UH-1N aircraft and received the first contingent on 21 November 19/U. 


I An Air Studies Branch seminar was conducted during December 1970 as a 
means to improve launch site air operations. Subject seminar was attended by 
ALOs and Senior FACs from the separate Command and Control Detachments. • 
Agenda items included: Tactics and techniques used in support of insertion/ 

extraction operations; communication security, FAC call signs, visual recon- 
naissance requirements, utilization of TAC AIR, and reconmended A-l ordnance 
loads. 


After approval was obtained from the American Embassy Vientiane, Laos 
CBU-19/30 (CS Gas) was air delivered on two occasions in support of RT emer- 
gencies in the PFA0. On 27 February and 14 September 1970, subject teams were 
surrounded by hostile forces and could not be extracted due to intense enemy 
fires. Although the agent did not completely silence enemy activity due to 
force size and disposition, it was suppressed to a point where a successful 
team extraction was accomplished. 


OPERATIONS 


Combat Missions 


(jgj Both COMBAT SPEAR and HEAVY HOOK aircraft continued combat support 
activities in the PFA0 during CY 70. Such activities included air resupply 
and personnel infiltrations. During CY 70 HEAVY HOOK aircraft participated 
in seven combat missions over Laos and COMBAT SPEAR aircraft participate 
16 combat missions in the same general area. 
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CJPST HEAVY HOOK aircraft, manned by Chinese aircrews, participated in 11 
combat missions in support of the Cambodian incursion during June. Such 
missions provided air resupply of food and combat essential equipment to FANK 
ground forces during the seige of LaBang Siek, Cambodia. 

on 9 June, the VNAF received an urgent request from General Neag-Sam 
at Bung Lung, Cambodia for supplies. The request was forwarded to MACSOG via 
7th AF and MACV, J3, and supplies for 15. days were prepared by MACS0G-40 for 
delivery. Fifteen tons of rice and six tons of munitions, weapons, and CHI COM 
ordnance were air dropped into Bakev and LaBang Siek from 19 - 21 June. 

CS-f Project JENNY air operations conti nued*during the first half of CY 70. 

An NC-121 aircraft, call sign BLUE EAGLE ONE, participated in 93 separate mis- 
sions over the Gulf of Tonkin. Subject aircraft conducted black radio bro^d- w; 
casts from the Southern orbit-area (18.40N-107.00E to 19.00N-107.40E) ufftil ^ 
the project was terminated on 30 June. 


PRAIRIE FIRE 

(•TST During CY 70, PF operations were conducted from launch sites in Thai- 
land; Laos and South Vietnam. On 1 July, authorities for employment: of. US-, 
trooplift helicopters were changed, and VNAF CH-34 aircraft previously support- 
ing PF operations were necessarily redirected to support SH activities. The 
following air assets reflect a daily average which were tasked to support PF 
operations for the period indicated. 

1. Prior to 1 July 1970. 


Number 
Of Aircraft 

Type 
Ai rcraf t 

Organization 

Tasked 

11 

CH-34 

VNAF 

3 

CH-3 

7 th AF 

8* 

A-1E 

7th AF 

3 

UH-1 (trooplift) 

XXIV CORPS 

6 

UH-l/AH-1 (gunship) 

XXIV CORPS 

4 

UH-1 

IFFV 

4 

UH-l/AH-1 (gunship) 

IFFV 

2 

U— 1 7 

VNAF 

2 

0-1 

IFFV 

8 

0-2/OV-10 

7th AF 


* Additional TACAIR requirements were provided by diverting - airborne sorties. 
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2. Subsequent to 1 July 1970. 


Number 
Of Aircraft 

3/2 

Type 

Aircraft 

Organization 

Tasked 

CH-3/CH-53 

7th AF 

8* 

A-1E 

* 7th AF 

8 

UH-1 (trooplift) 

XXIV Corps 

6 

UH-l/AH-1 (gunshjjp) 

XXIV Corps 

6 

UH-1 (troop lift) 

IFFV _ , 

4 

UH-l/AH-1 (gunship) 

IFFV 

2 

0-1 

IFFV 

9 

0-2/0V-10 

7 th AF 

0 V 

♦Additional TAC AIR 

requirements were provided by diverting 

airborne sorties 


SALEM HOUSE 


(JST SH operations were conducted from launch sites in South Vietnam. 

On 1 July 1970, SH authorities were modified to delete utilization of US 
trooplift helicopters. In addition, US TAG AIR and helicopter gunships were 
authorized only when VNAF was incapable of providing such support . A1 - 
though VNAF A-l aircraft provided a majority of TAC AIR support after 1^ y, 
US helicopter gunships continued to support SH operations. The 9 

air assets reflect a daily average which- were tasked to support SH opera- 
tions for the period indicated. 


1. Prior to 1 July 

1970. 


Humber 
Of Aircraft 

Type.. 

Aircraft 

Organizati 

Tasked 

4 

UH-1 (trooplift) 

IFFV 

4 

UH-1 (gunship) 

7th AF 

5 

UH-1 (trooplift) 

I IFFV 

4 

UH-1 (gunship) 

I IFFV 

4 

0-2 FAC 

7 th AF 


B— I 11-12 

f en gccncT 




TOP. SECRET- 

• 

Number 
Of Aircraft 

Type 

Aircraft 

Organization 
Tasked . 

2 

0-1 Observation 

IFFV 

2 

0-1 Observation 

IIFFV 

2. 

Subsequent to 1 July 1970. 


Number 
Of Aircraft 

Type 

Ai rcraf t _ 

Organization 

Tasked 

10 

CH-34 

VNAF 

4 

A-1E 

VNAF 

4 

UH-l/AH-1 (gunship) 

IFFV 

4 

UH-1 (gunship) 

7 th AF 

,4.-. . 

AH-1 (gunship) 

IIFFV 

10 

0-2/0V-10 FAC 

7th AF 

7 

0-1 Observation 

IFFV 

3 

0-1 Observation 

IIFFV 

2 

U-17 

VNAF 

2 

0-1 

VNAF 


Support Missions 

US) Combat support airlift was scheduled in response to requests sub- 
mitted from other MACSOG agencies. Airlift was provided by the Air Studies 
Group, Nha Trang AB, RVN utilizing COMBAT SPEAR and HEAVY HOOK aircraft. 
Classified cargo, equipment and personnel were transported, as require , 
specific mission .accomplishment. 

Ltf During CY 70, COMBAT SPEAR and HEAVY HOOK airlifted 8,233 

297 pounds of cargo and 45,975 passengers. COMBAT SPEAR ■ 
sorties utilizing 2,739.2 hours and HEAVY HOOK aircraft flew 3,420 sorties 
utilizing 3,749.4 hours (See Appendix XIV, Air Studies Group). Daily utfli- 
zation of dedicated C-7 aircraft continued throughout CY 70. The C-7was p. 
araimed for 180 hours per month and was furnished by 7th AF to P 3 ^ 3 ' 1 ^ 
?Sm™nsate for the loss of one C-130 to the IRAN/Modifi cation program in 

CONUS. 
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( MACSOG Directive 59-4, Air Transportation - Airlift Support Procedures 
was rewritten and re-issued on 1 Oct 70. In addition, the Fragmentation Order 
Format was greatly simplified to conform to a standard airlift format. A new 
signature service for cargo pallets was also introduced to provide a more 
positive control over sensitive cargo and equipment. 


Training 

(Sj ECM training was considerably reduced during CY 70. BLACK BARON ECM 
training with fighter aircraft was reduced due to the redeployment of the F- 
102s from Thailand and the non-availability of F-4§*,due to other operational 
commitments . RED BARON ECM training with ground AAA radars increased over 
CY 69 activity. ^ 

1. COMBAT SPEAR aircraft accomplished only nine BLACK BARON training 
missions during the year as compared to 18 missions during CY 69. 

2. HEAVY HOOK aircraft accomplished only one BLACK BARON training 
mission during the year as compared to 20 missions during CY 69. 

3. RED BARON was conducted against SAC Sky Spot radars by COMBAT 
SPEAR aircraft and against Chinese radars on Taiwan by HEAVY HOOK aircraft. 
COMBAT SPEAR conducts RED BARON training during in-country airlift missions 
and does not schedule specific sorties for this purpose. HEAVY HOOK aircraft 
completed 14 scheduled RED BARON missions during CY 70. 

(Jtf Fulton recovery training and demonstrations continued throughout CY 70. 
COMBAT SPEAR aircrews demonstrated eight live pick-ups and accomplished 85 
practice pick-ups for training pruposes. 

Low level training was accomplished on Taiwan for HEAVY HOOK aircrews 
and in the Philippine Islands for COMBAT. SPEAR aircrews during CY 70. HEAVY 
HOOK aircrews received this training approximately once every six weeks and 
the COMBAT SPEAR aircrews approximately once every three months. . The COMBAT 
SPEAR training cycle is considered an absolute minimum to maintain a mission 
capable status. 

(*f China Air Lines (CAL) continued to provide a Tradewind (modified C-45) 
aircraft for use by Chief, SOG and other VIP travel. A C-47was provided for 
general passenger use. These two contract aircraft transported approximately 
5,500 passengers during the year. CY 70 expenditures for utilization of sub- 
ject aircraft (EM-2 and EM-3) totaled $233,465 -US. 

(Xl Reconnaissance team training at Camp Long Thanh was supported with 
SOG air assets. Helicopter support was provided 15 days per month and FAC 
support was made available five days each month. 
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These assets included: 


§ 


top- 


Number 
Of Aircraft 


Type 

Aircraft 


Organization 

Tasked 


4 


UH-1 (troop! ift) 


IIFFV 


2 


UH-1 (gunship) 


IIFFV 


1 0-2 FAC 7th AF 

VNAF Air Asset Support 

Helicopter support was provided by the 219th VNAF Squadron (CH-34L 
and other. aircraft support was- provided by the 110th VNAF Squadron (0-l/“ 
U-17), the 114th VNAF Squadron (O-l/U-17), and the 514th VNAF Squadron 
(A- 1 J - A support summary is provided in Table III-l. 


TABLE III-l 

# V 

1970 VNAF Air Asset Support Summary 
1* W 219th VNAF Squadron Summary 


Month 

Hrs Flown 

Sorti es 

Pax Carried 

Carqo Carried 

Jan 

1,152.8 

1,557 

2,477 

132,550 

Feb 

1,136.7 

1,488 

2,288 

89,100 

Mar 

1,218.2 

1,664 

2,441 

75,130 

Apr 

1,244.5 

1,623 

2,173 

69,960 

May 

1,230.2 

1,633 

2,085 

155.320 

Jun 

1,020.7 

1,258 

1,616 

84,040 

Jul 

1,378*2 

1,693 

3,942 

68,200 

Aug 

1,426.8 

1,784 

3., 574 

82,720 

Sep 

- 1,124.0 

1,638 

3,473 

89,980 

Oct 

1,048.4 

1,412 

3,404 

51,040 

Nov 

1,116.1 

1,649 

4,056 

92,180 
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Month 

Dec 

TOTALS 

2 . 

Month 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

TOTALS 

3. 

Month 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

TOTALS 




oL^rccr 


• 


Hrs Flown 

Sorties 

Pax Carried 

Cargo Carried 


1208.2 

1390 

3358 

80,520 


14,354.8 

18,789 

34,887 

1,070,740 

Ifif 

114th VNAF 

Squadron Sunmary 




Hrs Flown 

Sorties 

Pax Carried 



105.3 

45 

62 



167.2 

72 

104 



.175.0 

81 

112 



137.4 

55 

74 


V 

107.5 

40 

54 



692.4 

283 

406 


(4 

110th VNAF Squadron Summary 

(0-1/U-17 Aircraft) 



Hrs Flown 

Sorties 

Pax Carried 

- 


160.5 

124 

145 



157.1 

88 

138 

1 



143.4 

85 

i 125 

t 



171.3 

93 

| 152 



168.4 

94 

160 



197.1 

122 

187 



•234.7 

146 

203 



251.0 

140 

j 197 



264.4 

161 

. | 215 

- 


257.3 

152 

210 



281.5 

167 

223 



285.5 

155 

231 



2,462.2 

1,527 

2,186 
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4. CS'f 514th VNAF Squadron Summary (A-l Aircraft) 


Month 

Hrs Flown 

Sorties 

Jul 

96.5 

53 

Aug 

208.2 

120 

Sep 

288.6 

136 

Oct 

278.1 

138 

Nov 

188.0 

108 

Dec . 

314.2 

157 


TOTALS 


1,372.6 


712 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES BRANCH 


General 


(/) Psychological Studies Branch, MACSOG-33, was responsible for the 
staff supervision of MACSOG psychological operations against North Vietnam 
and VC/NVA elements in Southeast Asia and provided conceptual guidance to 
the Psychological Studies Group and the Radio Studies Group. 

(/) The ultimate objective of PSYOPS was to brirt? the Vietnam war to 
a successful conclusion. Operations were designed to convince leaders of 
the Lao Dong Party and subordinate communist agencies that the war in South 
Vietnam could not be won and that resources and energies would better be 
used to rebuild North Vietnam. Black and gray radio broadcasts were the 
primary means of executing these operations. While the impact of these 
radio operations is always difficult to evaluate, it is known that about 
two official statements a month appeared in the North Vietnam news media 
warning the people not to listen to reactionary programs and additionally, 
interrogation of POW's and Hoi Chanhs revealed that both the black and 
gray radio programs had a large listening audience. 

(XS) Psycljplogical operations conducted against North Vietnam were 
identified by^ 

. Table III-2 indic ated the PSYOPS programs conducted by 
MACSOG in conjunction with/ | the RVN Joint General Staff subordi- 

nate elements. Strategic Tecflhical Directorate (STD) and the General 
Political Warfare Department (GPWD). Additional program details and 
statistics are discussed in Appendix X, Psychological Studies Group, and 
Appendix XI, Radio Studies Group. * 


TABLE II 1-2 

MACSOG PSYOPS PROGRAMS 
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During the last two years of Ho 





began !"'' 
areas of 


a 


SOG reconnaissance teams 
| insertions into the pkATrIE FIRE and SALEM HOUSE 
opera tiflW during the first week of December and will. con- 


tinue through January 1971. The objective of the program isj 


Future Operations 

(TS) JCS planning guidance, contained in ANNEX J (Special Operations)* 
to the RVNAF I mpro vement and Modernization Plan, published in March 1970, 
cal led for the I 


1. On 16 October 1970, MACSOG requested that the US Mission 
for mulate a US Government policy position regaHing continued support 


a 


2 . 

recommended 


On 30 November 1970, 
to Chief, SOG, that thT"transfer ofj 


— f 


This recomnen- 


dation was concurred in by Chief, SOG, and forwardea to COMUSMACV. 
COMUSMACV has sought CINCPAC and JCS approval for the plan. 
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GROUNO STUDIES BRANCH 


General 


The Ground Studies Branch, MACSOG-34, continued in 1970 to 
provide staff support for the activities of the Airborne Studies Group, 

Ground Studies Group, and Training Studies Group in the conduct of 
covert and clandestine ground operations, agent operations, training, 
and diversionary operations. ■ ** 

* *•* 

Organization 


(S') The Ground Studies Branch consisted of the Office of the Chief 
and three organic sections: Special Studies, Field Studies and 

Training Studies. 

1. The Special Studies Section administered the TIMBER WORK (50 
program, monitored the MACSOG sensor program, and maintained liaison 
with MACV scientific and technical offices. 

2. The Field Studies Section administered the PRAIRIE FIRE/ 
NICKEL STEEL and SALEM HOUSE programs. 

3. The Training Studies, Section administered the training 
program to support TIMBERWORK (5y, PRAIRIE FIRE, and SALEM HOUSE programs. 


Special Studies Section 


TIMBERWORK Cff T 

(J50 The Special Studies Section continued to maintain staff respon- 
sibility for administering the agent operations programs for North 
Vietnam under the code word TIMBERWORK (57. Overall operational pro- 
ficiency and limited capability to expeditiously reinstitute TIMBERWORK Cjp 
operations in NVN were maintained with four major sub-programs: FORAE (2/ 

(Diversionary Operations), STRATA (Short Term Roadwatch and Target 
Acquisition), EARTH ANGEL (3-4 Man Intelligence Collection Teams), and 
SINGLETON (Clandestine Agent) Operations. 

1. FORAE (JZ*) diversionary operations continued to be adminis- 
tered under two subordinate programs: OODLES (5) and BORDEN (6j. 
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a. Project OODLES (#{ is designed to portray an apparently 
extensive and successful clandestine agent network in selected areas of 
NVN. Fourteen notional teams were maintained ip 1970, primarily by 
family morale messages sent by the HUMIDORE SSPL Black Radio Programs 
(See Section 3). 

b. Project BORDEN continued to employ NVA volunteers 
to convince NVN that a successful penetration of the NVA is being con- 
ducted with the mission of inducing defection and collecting intelligence. 
During 1970, fourteen BORDEN {jt) missions were conducted with a total of 
22 agents infiltrated, principally into the PRAIRIE FIRE (PF) area of 
Laos (Figure I I 1-2) - A total of five agents returned to friendly control 
after being inserted into target areas; howeverT four were terminated 

and returned to POW channels while one agent was transferred to the 
EARTH ANGEL program. Throughout the year, the project remained oriented — 
toward the diversion of NVA security forces and resources to counter a 
non-existent penetration of the NVA organization and units in the VC/NVA 
controlled areas of Laos and along the border of SVN. 

2. STRATA teams conducted a total of 75 missions in 1970. 

During the year, STRATA teams were inserted into the SALEM HOUSE (SH) 
area of Cambodia (Figure I I 1—3 ) on fifty-six missions and into the PF 
area of Laos on fifteen missions. In addition, four STRATA missions 

were deployed in support of an in-country JPRC mission. STRATA operations 
in 1970 were influenced by three significant highlights. In March 1970,* 
STD phased out the operational civilian assets and intensified the 
effort to convert STRATA into an all-ARVN program. This, in part, 
alleviated one of the major problem areas in 1969 - that of maintain- 
ing a sufficient pool of trained personnel. In July 1970, STRATA 
teams phased out of the PF A0 and began to operate exclusively in 
SH A0. The nine authorized twelve-man teams were restructured into 
eighteen teams of six men each to conduct reconnaissance missions in 
Cambodia. In August 1970, an intensified training program was initia- 
ted to maintain selected STRATA teams in a ready posture for special 
contingency missions. Emphasis was placed on demolition and parachute 
insertion capabilities. 

3. The EARTH ANGEL program continued to employ former NVA 
personnel for 3 to 4 man roadwatch and reconnaissance teams. These 
personnel were recruited from the Chieu Hoi Centers, carefully screened, 
subjected to polygraph examinations, and then provided intensive 
training in intelligence collection and reporting procedures. During 
1970, a total of six EARTH ANGEL teams completed 40 missions in the 

SH A0. These teams were dispatched against'short to medium depth 
targets, and due to their indigenous character and previous association 
with the NVA, EARTH ANGEL personnel readily adapted to the environment 
in enemy controlled areas. Toward the end of 1970, insertion of teams 
by helicopter complemented the more frequent infiltration by foot. 

Teams continued exfiltration by foot. 
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4. The SINGLETON agent program involves the use of single 
individuals in low level clandestine collection of information, and 
is reported under the RODCA (U) system. In accordance with existing 
security directives, it will not be discussed in this document. 

(J&fLong term TIMBERWORK (C) in-place team operations were 

terminated in 1970 after being initiated^ lin 1961. MACSOG 

inherited the operations in January 1964 and, St that time, 23 agents 
were assigned to five in-place teams. The initial MACSOG mission for 
these operations was to recruit, train, and equip agent teams for infil 
tration into NVA in order to collect intelligence, conduct sabotage 
and psychological operations, and render assistance to downed aircrews. 
From February 1961 to October 1967, a total of 52 teams, composed of 
332 personnel, were infiltrated. TIMBERWORK (C) operations were 
influenced significantly by operational restriction for NVN imposed 
in April and November 1968, and by a joint[_- Isecurity evaluation 

in June 1968 which concluded that all TIMBERWORK (C) in-place teams 
were compromised and under the control of NVN intelligence. The 
program was then reorientated to encompass a diversionary effort in 
support of a notional resistance organization in NVN. In June 1970, 
MACSOG terminated contact with all in-place teams when the last of 
the teams, ARES, was officially declared KIA. The overall success 
of the in-place team program has been manifested in the continual 
concern of the NVN government. 


PIKE HILL Program 

(2Z) In addition to TIMBERWORK (jt) related activity, the Special 
Studies Section also maintained staff supervision over a JCS approved 
program to use ethnic Cambodians in long term, low level intelligence 
collection operations in the SH AO in Cambodia. In May 1970, Airborne 
Studies Group, in conjunction with its STD counterpart organization, 
implemented this program under the nickname PIKE HILL. 

PIKE HILL teams consisted of three to five ethnic Cambodians 
who were infiltrated into areas with a permanent civilian population. 
The teams established cover as Cambodian civilians in the target 
area and either through observation or contacting local inhabitants, 
obtained information on VC/NVA movements, intentions, and logistical 
build-up. During the period 25 June - 31 December 1970, a total of 
five PIKE HILL teams completed twelve missions. Teams remained in 
their target areas for periods up to 53 days and conducted successful 
operations with the support of local inhabitants. 

p#f The potential for success in the PIKE HILL program led to 
the development of a second similar program under the nickname CEDAR 
WALK in November - December 1970. In this program, the Government of 
Khmer Republic (GKR) agreed to provide volunteers to be trained by 
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MACSOG/STD for the dual purpose of developing a Cambodian unconven- 
tional warfare capability and intelligence collection which will 
enhance SH operations. (See Appendix IX, Airborne Studies Group.) 


Special Programs 

CSj In June 1970, the Special Studies Section was designated to 
exercise staff supervision over the MACSOG sensor program to provide 
advice and guidance on employment of unattended ground sensor devices 
in support of various MACSOG tasks. 

(U) In October 1970, the section was designated as the MACSOG 
contact office for coordination and liaison with the MACV Science 
Advisor. . 

(SO The POLE BEAN program, in which the Special Studies Section 
was involved, was discontinued in February 1970. (See Appendix X, 
Psychological Studies Group.) 


Field Studies Section 


General 

(TST MACSOG cross-border operations began in September 1965, under 
the nick name SHINING BRASS. The program continued with various changes 
in operational areas and rules of engagement of the two separate 
cross-border ground operations: PRAIRIE FIRE/NICKEL STEEL operations 

in' Laos/DMZ, and SALEM HOUSE operations in Cambodia. Both programs 
were under the staff supervision of Field Studies Section, MACSOG-34. 
Actual operations were conducted by the Ground Studies Group (Appendix 
VIII) and Airborne Studies Group (Appendix IX). 


Operations 


(JPS^The year 1970 was .marked by a continual increase in the tempo 
of operations, introduction of new concepts and refinement of previous 
operational techniques. The most unique capability of PF/SH forces 
stems from MACSOG* s mandate for unconventional operations. PF/SH 
elements were the only UW ground forces authorized to operate in Laos, _ 
Cambodia, "and the DMZ. As a result, these forces provided vital intel- 
ligence of VC/NVA intentions. They harassed and interdicted the enemy 
LOCs, way stations, and base areas, which denied the enemy vital supplies 
and spoiled his operational preparations. They also forced the 
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diversion of large numbers of the enemy's forces from a primarily 
offensive role to provide rear area security. 

CJS'f The primary force utilized in the conduct of PF/SH operations 
was the reconnaissance team (RT), aided occasionally by exploitation 
forces. 


1. Programmed mission duration for all RT operations was 
normally six days, but was extended if the situation permitted 
resupply of the team. The ideal level of operations was generally 
accepted to be 1.5 missions per team per month. Assuming all author 
ized RTs to be operational, the cross-border program was capable of 
launching 127 RT missions per month. These missions included: 


a. Area,' point and route reconnaissance. 

b. Road, trail and river - watch. 

c. Route mining and ambush. 

d. PW capture. 

e. Bomb damage assessment (BOA). 

f. Ground photography. 

g. Wiretap. 

h. Hand emplacement of electronic sensor devices. 

i. Direction of artillery, TAC AIR and gunship strikes 
on detected targets. 

j. Limited direct ground combat (normally employed only 
in self-defense). 

2. Exploitation or reaction forces were capable of rapid 
engagement of RT-developed targets by direct ground combat. The 
exploitation force organization permitted commitment of tailored 
elements rangingfrom one platoon to three platoons in size to perform 
the following: 

a. Reconnaissance-in-force (area, point, route). 

b. Route interdiction. 

c. Ambush and raid. 
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d. Establish and secure temporary patrol bases to support 
wide area RT operations. 

e. Short-term area denial (when resupplied). 

f. Cache destruction. 


Restrictions and Limitations 

GTS”) Geographic restrictions affected both the PF and SH programs. 

In the northern two-thirds of Jfche PF Zone, the sgjne of the Annamite 
Cordillera dominates the RVN/Lao border. During the northeast monsoon 
(Oct-Apr) precipitation, cloud build-up, and air turbulence above the 
eastern slopes of the Annamites severely restricted helicopter operations 
into the PF AO from RVN. In the southern portion of the SH AO large 
expanses of generally flat and relatively open terrain make it extremely 
difficult to operate undetected. These same areas become inundated 
during the southeast monsoon and were virtually impassable to foot 
troops operating off established trails and roads. 

V 

(fSf Because of the inherent political sensitivity, JCS imposed 
certain procedural limitations upon conduct of cross-border operations. 

In this respect, operations into the designated PF AO were relatively 
unrestricted, with exception that not more than three exploitation 
platoons could be on any given target at the same time and all operations 
had to be coordinated jwith CINCPAC 24 hours in advance. On the other 
hand, population density and political sensitivity dictated that SH 
operations in Cambodia be closely controlled and all operations had 
to be coordinated with CINCPAC^| hours in advance. 

Air Support 

(J5l Operations required a high level of air support and coordina- 
tion. The majority of operations, both reconnaissance and exploitation, 
were helicopter infiltrated and extracted. Light fixed wing aircraft 
were used to provide FAC, visual reconnaissance, and radio relay coverage 
for committed forces. Both fixed wing aircraft and helicopters were 
used for resupply of operational elements. 

(JS'f MACSOG had no organic helicopter or TAC AIR assets, however, 
units were dedicated to suoDort MACSOG cross-border efforts. 

Further limited additional aircraft were provided by local arrangements 
with adjacent headquarters. Dedicated assets included: 

1. VNAF 219th Helo Squadron 
a. Authorized: |5 CH-34s 
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b. Average daily availability: 11 

2. USAF 20th Special Operations Squadron 

a. Authorized: 15 UH-lPs 

b. Average daily availability: 11 

The average helicopter utilization for 1970 was 50 per day, 
the majority of which were provided from Field Force assets. Of the 
daily average, 27 were used to support PRAIRIE FIRE and 23 were used 
in support of SALEM HOUSE operations. «■ 

1. PRAIRIE FIRE . Helicopter gunship support was scheduled 
for all PF- insertions and was the principle fire support weapon for 
exploiting targets of opportunity: However, dedicated TAC AIR was 

available to support planned insertions and PF emergency situations. 
Additional TAC AIR for exploitation of targets of opportunity was 
provided as required, through normal 7th AF Command and Control 
channels. Overall average of TAC AIR used in PF AO was 3.9 sorties 
per day. Normal support for a PF RT operation included: 

a. Four troop carrying helicopters (UH1D). 

b. Four helicopter gunships 

c. A-1E TAC AIR (as required) 

d. One 0-2 FAC aircraft 

2. SALEM HOUSE . SALEM HOUSE rules of engagement prohibited 
the use of TAC AIR in the SH AO prior to 1 May 70. Subsequent to 
1 May 70, however, TAC AIR was authorized under highly restrictive 
controls and on 1 Jul 70, authority was greatly expanded. TAC AIR 
averaged 5.3 sorties per day during the last half of 1970 with the 
majority of TAC AIR support provided by VNAF assets. Normal support 
for for a SH RT operation after 1 July included: 

a. Three VNAF troop carrying helicopters (CH-34). 

b. Four helicopter gunships (US). 

c. A-1E VNAF TAC AIR (as required). 

d. One 0-2 FAC aircraft. 


PRAIRIE FIRE/NICKEL STEEL Operations 

PFST The PF program included cross-border reconnaissance and 
exploitation operations into the panhandle of Laos. Combined US/VN 
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forces located, interdicted, and destroyed enemy personnel and equipment 
on infiltration routes and LOC's leading into RVN. PF RTs and STRATA 
teams were infiltrated by helicopter, overland and by parachute to 
reconnoiter assigned targets and exploit targets of opportunity. Detected 
targets were exploited by ground forces (up to three platoons), artillery, 
TAC AIR and, when justified, ARCLIGHT strikes. PF forces were authorized 
to operate within the areas depicted in Figure I I 1-2 and supported IGLOO 
WHITE and COMMANDO HUNT programs as well as the basic PF program. Under 
specific case-by-case approval, PF assets were available for missions 
outside of the normal PF AO boundary. 

Csf The basic element of the PF program was the RT. It had a 
flexible organization, but generally consisted of 9 personnel, 3 US 
and 6 indigenous or Special Commando Unit (SCU) personnel. A total 
of sixty US-led RTs and seven ARVN-led RTs were authorized at the end 
of 1970. The ARVN-led teams generally consisted of two Vietnamese 
soldiers (ARVN) as leaders and 6 SCU. 

(J&j PF assets available for exploitation roles consisted of 4 
US- led exploitation companies with 3 US-led platoons each. Each 
platoon was composed of 6 US and 42 SCU. A major change in PF organi- 
zation began during the third quarter when higher authority directed 
that US participation in PF exploitation operations would cease on 
1 April 1971. The conversion from US to ARVN leadership exploitation 
forces began in the 4th quarter and, in December, PF exploitation 
forces consisted of 4 ARVN-led exploitation companies. These companies 
should be fully operational for cross-border deployment by April 1971. 

(JST PF operations were conducted using the Mobile Launch Site 
(MLS) concept in the same manner as in 1969. Two Command and Control 
(C&C) detachments, one at Da Nang (CCN) and one at Kontum (CCC) 
exercised field control of operations in the PF AO. In the northern 
PF AO, under CCN, RTs and exploitation forces were launched from Phu 
Bai ( MLS- 1 ) , Quang Tri (MLS-2), and Nakhon Phanom, Thailand (MLS-3). 

In the southern PF AO, under CCC, operations were launched from Dak To 
and Dak Pek. In addition, Ubon RTAFB, Thailand, and the availability of 

PS " 2 ’L . . 1 

afforded an added capability to reach high priority areas in southern""' ' 

PF AO. PS-2 was closed during the 3rd quarter due to enemy activity. 

At approximately. the same time, however, NKP received CH-53 aircraft 
which have flight capabilities such that the loss of PS-2 was not 
significant. When adverse weather conditions and other operational 
priorities prohibited or hindered helicopter insertions, additional 
emphasis was placed on overland infiltrations from friendly forward 
units, patrol base operations, and Special Forces Camps strategically 
located along the RVN/Laos border. 
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(-TST During 1970, PF elements mounted 491 operations, of which 
441 were cross-border missions and 50 were in-country missions. This 
resulted in an average of 21 missions per month. A complete statistical 
summary of these operations is depicted in Table I I 1-3 . 

(fST PF teams contributed a major portion of the hard intelligence 
on VC/NVA use of Laos as an infiltration/staging area, and missions 
were conducted throughout the PF Base Areas (BAs) and the DMZ. (See 
Figures 1 1 1—4 and 1 1 1-5 . 

1. There were 149 missions (roughly 312 of the entire cross- 
border effort) directed into the tri -border are^(BA 609/613) along 
routes 96 and 110, yielding a considerable quantity of valuable hard 
intelligence. 

2. Further north, in BA 614/Route 165/966 complex, 43 missions 
(112) were conducted. Adverse weather conditions and high elevation 
added to the extremely hostile environment in this .area. 

*3. In and around BA 607, 57 missions (142) were conducted. 

# k 

4. Further north in the vicinity of BA 611, to include the 
Laotian salient, 62 missions (152) were conducted. The number actually 
operating within BA 611 itself was extremely small as was the case in 
1969, due to the extremely high density of enemy troops and air defense 
in that area. 

5. In the BA 604 complex, 24 missions (52) were conducted. 

6. Of the remaining 106 missions, 58 (132) were conducted in 

the northernmost area of the PF A0 and 48 (112) were conducted in the 
NICKEL STEEL Zone of the DMZ. A substantial increase in operations 

in the DMZ (from 8 in 1969 to 51 in 1970) was due in part to a require- 
ment to monitor an increase in enemy activity in the same area, and 

also due to the ten kilometer eastward expansion of the NICKEL STEEL 
Zone. 

(. JPS) Thirty operations were launched from Ubon and Nakhon Phanom 
(NKP) bases in Thailand, and again demonstrated the feasibility of 
long range insertions from the west during periods of adverse weather 
in RVN. 

(*fST) The only major material losses attributable to PF operations 
consisted ojf helicopters downed and destroyed. Twenty helicopters 
were lost. 

(fS^ The following were significant operational aspects of PF/NS 
operations during 1970. 
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TABLE I I 1-3 

1970 SUMMARY OF PRAIRIE FIRE OPERATIONS 


MISSIONS 

Reconnaissance Teams 
Platoon 
Multi -Platoon 

TOTAL 

RESULTS 

Gunship Sorties 
TAC AIR Sorties 
Secondary Explosions 

HELO Losses 
Combat *•" 

Operational 
Unknown 

TOTAL 

Structures Destroyed/Damaged 
Artillery Missions/Rounds 
Vehicles Destroyed/Damaged 
Bunkers Destroyed/Damaged 
Bridges Destroyed/Damaged 
Caches Destroyed 
Weapons Captured 
Personnel /Vehicular Mines Emplaced 
Intelligence Reports 
Prisoners 

Enemy KIA (Body Count) 

KIA (Estimate) 

KBA (Incomplete) 

TOTAL 

US WIA 
KIA 

MIA _ 

TOTAL 

VN WIA 
KIA 
MIA 

TOTAL 

US/VH TOTAL CASUALTIES 


LAOS 


RVN 

TOTAL 

422 


25 

447 

16 


24 

40 

3 


1 

4 

441 

0m- 

50 

491 


r» 


1,116 

64 

1,180 

1,419 

20 

1,439 

57 

2 

59 

14 

2 

16 

5 

6 

11 

1 

0 

1 

20 

8 

28 

• 

75/200 

4/0 

79/200 . 

146/1,601 

14/112 

160/1,713 

48/10 

0/0 

48/10 

9/0 

0/0 

9/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

4 - 

2 

6 

17 

0 

17 

214/10 

0/0 

214/10 

553 

- 

553 

3 

0 

3 . 

485 

5 

490 

701 

0 

701 

82 

0 

82 

1,268 

5 

1,273 

98 

1 

99 

12 

2 

14 

4 

0 

4 _ 

114 

3 

ITT 

157 

19 

176 

53 

1 

54 

6 

0 

6 

216 

20 

236 

330 

23 

353 
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1. Of major significance was a change in the operational 

restrictions governing the use of NKP. In September, the number of 
indigenous personnel allowed to remain overnight (RON) at NKP increased 
from 12 to 24, and teams were allowed to remain a total of four 
consecutive nights, instead of the previous two nights. These more 
flexible operating restrictions, coupled with assignment of CH-53 air- 
craft to NKP, provided a much greater capability for elements operating 
from this base. However, the northeast monsoon of this year greatly 
inhibited launches from both RVN and Thailand during the third and 
fourth quarters. The severity of the weather caused a complete close 
out of the Phu Bai Launch Site. Thus, these greater capabilities had 
not been fully exploited by the end of the year. ^ 

2. An especially noteworthy trend was the increased coordina- 
tion with CAS, Vientiane. This coordination resulted in a greater 
exchange of information and also one major operation in September 

f _J Three additional operations were planned, but were 

Tre-ld in abeyance pending higher authorities decisions and a change 
in MACSOG exploitation unit organization. 

3. Greater emphasis in the third quarter was placed upon 
patrol base operations using the exploitation companies. However, a 
directed change by higher authority in the leadership of the exploi- 
tation companies from US to ARVN dictated a temporary halt of this 
effort. 


4. The NICKEL STEEL Zone was expanded 10 kilometers to the 
east thereby allowing an intensification of reconnaissance efforts in 
reaction to an enemy build up in the DMZ. 

5. In addition to the two semi -permanent radio relay sites 
(RRS), one in the southern PF AO and one in RVN south of the DMZ, one 
new RRS was established in the central PF AO to support operations in 
that area during the period May through November. Upon conclusion of 
these operations, this RRS was closed. 

6. The American Embassy in Vientiane concurred in several 
outside zone insertions during this year. These insertions allowed 
teams to take advantage of being inserted up to 5 km outside the PF 

AO and approaching. selected target areas in the AO from new directions, 
thereby increasing the security and surprise factors. 

7. The enemy's counter- raider capability greatly improved. 

^ Mobile tracker teams were strategically placed along all significant 

high point observation sites. This, plus a more sophisticated communi- 
cations system, allowed the enemy to monitor the insertion of teams, 
direct trackers into the area, and thereby directly influence the 
short stay- time experienced, particularly in the northern PF AO. A 
direct result of this enemy activity was an increased use of LZ blows, 
a system for quickly clearing an LZ with the use of explosives, to 
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insure insertion away from observable areas. When the team was able 
to insert immediately after the LZ blow, the method provided successful 
in countering the normal reaction time for enemy trackers. 


SALEM HOUSE Operations 

(25T Prior to 1 July 1970, reconnaissance operations into Cambodia 
included combined US/VN forces to collect intelligence and to verify 
suspected enemy locations, infiltration routes, and logistical complexes. 
Following the allied cross-border operations in May and June, US 
personnel were no longer permitted to operate fTT the SH AO; therefore, 
operations were continued using all indigenous forces. 

I 

(■S'? ‘The primary operational element in this area continued to be 
the RT during most of the year. The basic SH RT, consisted of 12 person- 
nel, 3 ARVN and 9 SCU. Normally a split team was employed utilizing one 
or two ARVN and four to six SCU, except for offensive type missions when 
the full-RT was employed. Thirty all ARVN RTs were authorized for the 
SH program at the end of the year. 

[25) Two Exploitation Companies, each with three platoons, were 
also targeted in the SH AO. These forces were used primarily to 
establish patrol bases in SVN for launching RTs into Cambodia and, on 
a limited basis, to exploit targets. More extensive use of 'these forces* 
under ARVN leadership is envisioned for 1971. 

(JFSf During 1970, SH operations were conducted from launch sites 
located at Quan Loi, Due Lap, Ban Don, Tieu Atar and Due Co. A limited 
number of RTs were launched from mobile patrol bases along the RVN/ 
Cambodian border. Field control of SH operations wes exercised through 
CCS located at Ban Me Thuot, and CCC at Kontum. 

During the first four months of 1970, the enemy continued his 
unhampered use of Cambodia as a sanctuary for operations in the Republic ' 
of Vietnam. Troops were infiltrated from Laos into secure base areas 
contiguous to all four military regions. Supplies destined for enemy 
forces operating in or near Base Areas 609, 702, and 701 were also 
infiltrated through Laos (Figure I I 1-6). Supplies for enemy forces 
further south were generally shipped through the Cambodian port of 
Sihanoukville. The overthrow of Sihanouk, followed closely by the 
allied cross-border operations, severely disrupted enemy forces in 
Cambodia. 

(TS^TOn 24 May, CJCS authorized the use of US TAC AIR throughout 
that portion of Cambodia bounded by a line 100 meters west of the 
Mekong River on the west, Rt 13 on the south, the Laotion border on 
the north, and the Vietnamese border on the east. This area was 
termed the Air Interdiction Zone (AIZ) and given the nickname FREEDOM 
DEAL Zone. On 2 June 70, COMUSMACV requested authority 
to insert reconnaissance teams into the air interdiction 
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zone to locate and verify targets for exploitation by TAC AIR. This 
reouest was approved on 9 Jun 70, and during the remainder of the year 
MACSOG has inserted 113 reconnaissance teams into the AIZ beyond the 
SALEM HOUSE Area of Operations. Of these, 4 were infiltrated from Ubon 
RTAFB, Thailand. The FREEDOM DEAL authority was twice extended during 
1970 and currently expires on 1 May 71. 

,, 0n 27 Ma y 70 » JCS directed that SH operations be conducted by 

all-indigenous teams effective 1 Jul 71. This message further prohibited 
the use of US helicopter troopships or gunships in support of operations 
,^ bodia * Xt authorized » however, the use of ethnic Cambodians on 
MACSOG SH teams. Finally, it expanded Zone ALSHA to a uniform depth 
of 50 km. Zone CHARLIE to 30 km, and Zone BRAVO to 30 km north of the 
Mekong River and 20 km south of the Mekong to the Gulf of Siam. On 29 Juir 
CJCS restated the prohibition on the use of U.S. personnel, in either a 
leadership or advisory capacity on cross-border operations in Cambodia, 
but rescinded the restriction on U.S. gunships in support of SH teams. 

. (ttT Jhe transition to all indigenous operations was accomplished 
without significant difficulty, and by 2 July reconnaissance operations 
vntrun the.^SH A0 had been resumed using Vietnamese and Cambodian person- 
nel exclusively. In order to comply with the restrictions, MACSOG 
realigned its reconnaissance assets. The ten ARVN-led reconnaissance 
teams at CCN were transferred to CCS giving it a total of 20 ARVN-led 
teams; CCC retained its ten ARVN-led teams and was given the respon- 
sibility for SALEM HOUSE operations north of the XA-YA 00 east-west 
grid line. Ten US-led RT's at CCS were transferred to CCN, five went 
to CCC, and five were retained at CCS to provide a training base and 
to provide CCS with the capability to conduct selected operations in 
the Republic of Vietnam. These five US-led RT's remained at CCS until 
December 1970, when three transferred to CCC and two were relocated to 


(»T MACSOG was further authorized to conduct platoon operations in 
the SH A0 using all-indigenous assets. Without indigenous leadership, 
the six exploitation force (EF) platoons were limited to operating in 
the Republic of Vietnam, and were therefore primarily used with •'$ 
leadership for patrol base operations. . EF platoons participated in 
7 US-led and 3 ARVN-led cross-border operations and 16 in-country 
Datrol base operations. In late 1970, ARVN leadership became available 
for the Exploitation Force Companies, and by the end of December all 
leadership positions had been filled by ARVN personnel and unit training 
had been initiated. - 

In addition to the relocation of the ARVN-led assets of 
uround Studies Group (MACS0G-35), to concentrate their ooerations in 
Cambodia, the Airborne Studies Group (MACS0G-36) was also directed to 
focus its operations into the SH A0. 
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1. STRATA teams, which had been maintaining operational 
proficiency by conducting reconnaissance operations in the PF AO, 
began operating the SH AO in late June 1970. During the later months 
of the year these teams were the first to conduct raid and ambush 
operations, which were begun in SH AO in an attempt to interdict, to a 
limited extent, the extensive logistical operations being conducted by 
the enemy along major land and water IOC's. A total of 56 STRATA 
operations were conducted in Cambodia during CY 70. 

2. EARTH ANGEL teams were inserted from border Special 

Forces Camps throughout 1970. The majority of operations were conducted 
in and between Base Areas 250, 351, 352, 353, and 740: and in those 

portions of BA 701 and 702 which could be reachec^by overland infil- 
tration from the Due Co Special Forces Camp. These teams- regularly 
demonstrated their ability to travel almost at will through enemy held 
territory. A total of 40 EARTH ANGEL missions were conducted in 1970. 

3. A program of low level intelligence collection using ethnic 
Cambodian teams was initiated in June 1970 with the code name of PIKE 
HILL. Twelve missions were conducted with mixed results. The success 
of these teains has been entirely dependent upon their ability to obtain 
the support of sympathetic native Cambodians. 

(■TST On 10 Jun 70, the JCS granted authority for MACS0G teams to 
emplace sensors throughout the SH A0. The batteries of sensors emplaced* 
by allied units operating in Cambodia prior to 1 July 1970, began to 
expire in December, and MACS0G emplaced two strings of sensors on Rt 13 
and one string on Rt 131. 

CTS’} Also in June, C0MUSMACV authorized the employment of artillery 
against verified enemy targets in Cambodia. In order to fully utilize 
this new asset, KACS0G coordinated with IIFFV Artillery and fire request 
channels were established to allow MACS0G to obtain artillery fire 
against targets located by deployed teams or air observers in southern 
Zone ALPHA and northern Zone CHARLIE. 

(J5T Two authorities previously requested by MACS0G were granted in 
Dec 70. The restriction limiting 10 operations in Zone CHARLIE during 
any 30-day period was rescinded and MACS0G was authorized to emplace 
antipersonnel and-anti-vehicular mines, equipped with self-destruct 
devices, throughout Zones ALPHA, CHARLIE, and the Air Interdiction 
Zone. Specific details for the mining authorities were being coordin- 
ated with AMEMB Phnom Penh at the ej>.d of the year. 

(•T5T Overall results of operations during 1970 reveal a marked 
increase in both the number of operations conducted and in team stay 
time over similar statistics for 1969. This increase can, to a large 
extent, be attributed to the turbulence within Cambodia resulting 
from the overthrow of the Sihanouk government and the allied cross- 
border operations. The only area not seriously effected was in the 
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vicinity of BA 609. The extremely rugged terrain prevented allied 
operations in this area. 

Along the remaining common border between Cambodia and 
Vietnam, allied operations in May and June were successful in causing 
servere dislocations of enemy troop concentrations and logistics 
operations. Enemy border base areas were, for the most part, rendered 
useless and were not reoccupied until late 1970. Enemy forces driven 
from the border appear to have relocated deeper within the country, and 
have focused their efforts on Cambodian military forces to develop a 
civilian support base to provide food and labor. During November and 
December it became apparent that the enemy was reestablishing his 
border sanctuaries. Base Area 702, and later TO! became untenible for 
extended operations. Base Area 740 is being redeveloped as a logistical_ ,# 
base. It appears not to be occupied by major enemy tactical units, '** 
however, extensive logistical activity has been observed north of the 
base Area 350-351 complex. MACS0G teams operating in the SH A0 con- 
ducted 577 reconnaissance operations. Of these, 558 were cross-border 
missions with the remainder conducted in-country. Other statistics 
which reflect the results of modifications to operating authorities 
are indicated in Table III —4 . 


Training Studies Section 


CTST Throughout 1970, the Training Studies Section continued to 
monitor and issue guidance for MACS0G training programs to support 
TIMBERWORK (jef, PRAIRIE FIRE, and SALEM HOUSE requirements. In addi- 
tion to regularly scheduled US and ARVN training conducted by the 
Training Studies Group at Camp Long Thanh, representatives from MACS0G 
and STD attended specialized training conducted by other than MACSOG 
resources. These included: 

1. Sensor Training (Conducted by the U.S. Signal School. at 

Vung Tau). 

2. Sniper Training (Conducted by the 25th Infantry Division 
Advanced Marksmanship School at Cu Chi). 

3. HALO Training (One phase conducted in Okinawa). 

_4. Off-Shore Training (Conducted at various locations in 
Okinawa and CONUS). 
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A minimum of three individuals per C&C detachment were kept 
proficient in both the sensor and sniper program. HALO training was 
conducted on a trial basis for one US-led RT. The HALO mission which 
followed was successful and provided justification to continue HALO 
training for additional reconnaissance teams. 

(U) The following FY .72 Off-Shore Schooling requests were submitted 
to MACV Training Branch: 

1. Intelligence Staff Officer Course - 4 

2. Information Officer Basic Course - 2^ 

3. Psychological Operations Unit Officer's Course - 1 

4. Senior Foreign Intelligence Officer Course - 1 

5. Special Officer/Leadership Course - 4 

6. Infantry Officer Advance Course - 3 

t V 

This was an increase of 5 allocations over the 10 allocations obtained 
for FY 71. 

A primary function of the Training Studies Section was to 
advise the counterpart Training Section of the STD. Close coordination 
was effected in all areas to maintain the US and VN training require- 
ments levied on the Camp Long Thanh Training Center and to assure that 
Vietnamization would progress at the intended rate. (See Appendix XIII, 
Training Studies Group.) 
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1970 SUMMARY OF SALEM HOUSE OPERATIONS 


MISSIONS 

SH AO 

RVN 

TOTAL 

Reconnaissance Teams 

558 

19 

577 

Platoon 

16 

14 

30 

Multi-Platoon 

3 

2 

5 

TOTAL 

WT _ 

35 

612 

RESULTS 

Gunship Sorties 

1*548 

39 

1,587 

TAC AIR Sorties 

1,239 

85 

1,324 

Secondary Explosions 

221 

8 

229 

HELO Losses 

Combat 

10 

3 

13 

Operational 

1 

2 

3 

Unknown 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

12 

6 

18 

• 

Structures Destroyed/Damaged 

2,398/501 

4/0 

2,402/501 

Vechiles Destroyed/Damaged 

19/4 

0/0 

19/4 

Bunkers Destroyed/Damaged 

531/47 

4/4 

535/51 

Bridges Destroyed/Damaged 

11/12 

0/0 

11/12 

Caches Destroyed 

26 

0 

26 

Artillery Missions/Rounds 

11/120 

9/41 

20/161 

Weapons Captured 

45 

0 

45 

Antipersonnel Mines Emplaced 

53 

0 

53 

Intelligence Reports 

485 

2 

487 

Prisoners 

9 

0 

9 

Enemy KIA (Body Count 

211 

16 

227 

KIA (Estimate) 

89 

4 

93 

KBA 

463 

5 

468 

TOTAL 

763 

25 

788 

US WIA 

28 

7 

35 

KIA 

5 

0 

5 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

33 

7 

TO ' 

VN WIA 

125 

17 

142 

KIA 

19 

0 

19 

MIA 

12 

0 

12 

TOTAL 

156 

17 

173 

US/VN TOTAL CASUALTIES 

189 

24 

213 
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STUDIES AND ANALYSIS SECTION (SAS) 


General 


CS? SAS had two primary functions during 1970. The first was to 
prepare and present in-house and out-of-house briefings on the MACSOG 
mission, organization, and current operations. To support this first 
function, SAS supervised and maintained a complete briefing facility., 
The second function was concerned with Automatic Data Processing (ADP), 
and SAS insured that the necessary inputs into this* Intelligence Data 
Handling System (IDHS) were accomplished. 


Briefings 


During 1970, General Abrams, COMUSMACV, and his general staff 
were normally briefed twice monthly on current MACSOG operations. In 
October, General Abrams requested that his field commanding generals 
of IFFV, IIFFV, and XXIV Corps receive the same information. Conse- 
quently, the CG of IIFFV was briefed twice per month, and the CGs of 
IFFV and XXIV Corps received a briefing during the last week of each 
month. An exchange of up-date briefings was also started in October 
with CAS, Vientiane, and continued on a monthly basis. 

Numerous other briefings were presented to general officers 
and certain field grade officers of all services when it was determined 
that they had a definite need to know of MACSOG operations. Due to 
its extreme sensitivity, the dissemination of MACSOG information was 
closely monitored by Chief, SOG. 


Intelligence Data Handling System (IDHS) 


CTS') IDHS inputs provided a computer-retrievable data base which 
was of current operational interest to higher headquarters, targeters, 
mission planners, and conmanders. The information fed into the com- 
puter was extracted from the after action reports submitted by field 
intell igence "sections on each team that was inserted in conjunction 
with cross-border operations. Both operational and intelligence infor- 
mation from both the PRAIRIE FIRE and SALEM HOUSE programs were stored 
in the IDHS computer system so that the information could be selectively 
retrieved by subject, geographic area, time, or any combination of 
these factors. 
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(U). The format of the output is based on the users desires. The 
user may request a printout of the information desired or he may request 
ah overlay of this information which the computer will prepare for him. 
The user may also request a combination of the above. .In any case the 
format of the output is definable by the user to meet the users needs. 
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APPENDIX IV 
LOGISTICS DIVISION 


GENERAL 


CSf During 1970, the Logistics Division (MACS0G-40) continued to 
provide logistical support to all elements of MACSOG. Emphasis was 
focused on improved management practices and adherence to established 
supply procedures. 

CSJ Support encompassed forecasting, procurement, storage, issue 
and delivery of all types of equipment and supplies; construction and 
maintenance of facilities; air delivery of supplies and equipment; 
research and procurement of conventional and unconventional warfare 
material for field evaluation; and medical support as directed by 
Chief, SOG. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Operations Support Branch 

CS^T ^ MACSOG- 4.0 augmented the AGI team, and performed the logistics 
inspection of all. operational field elements and headquarters study .. 
groups. Follow-up visits to these accounts were scheduled v and.at tempts 
continue to be made to establish systems and procedures, which, when . 
implemented, should preclude many of the supply and maintenance problems 
being experienced by the accounts. In addition, a conference for all 
MACSOG S-4. officers and interested staff agencies was held on 24 April 70 
to discuss items of interest to and problems facing the units. 

To alleviate problems identified during the AGI and visits to 
staff and subordinate elements during the. year, the following directives 
were up-dated or initiated: 

1. MACSOG Directive 700-4 (Revised), Supply Procedures. This 
directive prescribes basic stock control policies and accounting procedures 
for all SOG accounts. 

2 ~ MACSOG Directive 700-X (Draft), Maintenance Procedures for 
Accounts. This directive prescribes maintenance policies and procedures 
to be used by MACSOG accounts for all vehicles and crew served weapons. 
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3. MACSOG Directive 59-4 (Revised), Airlift Support Procedures. 
This change incorporates a cargo manifesting procedure to be used in 
the MACSOG airlift system, thus providing positive control for all cargo 
shipped. 


4. Logistics Guide (Revised). This latest revision includes 
new chapters on maintenance. Class III support, construction, and medical 
procedures. 

5. MACSOG Directive 700-8, (Draft) (Revised) , Accounting for 
Lost, Damaged and Destroyed Property. This directive prescribes the 
policies and procedures to be used in accounting for lost, damaged, and/ 
or destroyed MACSOG controlled accountable property. 

(JSf Taski ng in support of other MACSOG elements varied through- _ ** V, 
out the year. 

1. Logistics Division was tasked on 11 June 1970 to develop 
a logistics plan to support reconnaissance operations in the SALEM 
HOUSE Area of Operations utilizing only ARVN and indigenous ground 
oersonnel assets. Air support was to be provided by the 219th VNAF 
Hel i copter ''Squadron . The plan was developed and tailored to meet 
specific requirements at CCS (Ban Me Thuot) and CCC (Kontum), and it 
was incorporated into Annex B of MACSOG SALEM HOUSE 0P0RD 1-70 dated 
23 June 1970. 

2. MACSOG L0I dated 24 September 1970 tasked the division to 
develop equipment packages and storage procedures to support High 
Altitude Low Opening (HALO) operations. These operations centered 
around inserting RT's in the PF A0 using HALO parachute techniques to 
reduce helicopter losses. On 28 September 1970, a total of 48 sets 

of equipment were ordered to support the training and operational 
Dhases. 

3. On 30 October 1970, MACS0G-40 was tasked by Ground Studies 
Group to Drovide certain combat support items and preposition them at 
CCC (Kontum) in support of Operation TAIL WIND. Support items totaling 
3669 pounds were rigged for airdrop from C-123. and C-130 aircraft and 
available to support the project. The operation was conducted in the 
PF AO between 11-1* September, against a transportation staging area, 
with dramatic success. 

4. The logistics Annex to MACSOG OPLAN 3-70 was developed to 
provide procedures for the Vietnamization of MACSOG' s logistical support. 

5. Logistics and personnel requirements for the Joint Uncon- 
ventional Warfare Task Force (JUWTF) were prepared in support of MACV 
OPLAN 5J22. Preparations included a recommended Organization and 
Functional Table. 
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Captured Material stocks for, several items have been depleted 
and outside sources have been contracted for additional procurement. 

1. AK-47 Magazines and Ammunition. There was a la rye turn- 
over in these SOG assets during the past year. Sufficient quantities 
were accumulated for support of SOG activities and for air drops to 
support Cambodian forces at Ba Kev and Labong Siek in June. Stocks 
from captured material have been depleted without replenishment due 
to the fighting in Cambodia. An order was placed to Army Material 
Command for 650,000 rounds of AK-47 ammunition. A contract with a 
Korean firm provided 3,000 AK-47 magazines, which is a year's supply. 

2. Web Gear. The only reliable source for NVA web gear is 
local manufacture through CAS, since sufficient-quantities have not 
been captured to support requirements. 


(J&t Several new items were added to the SOG inventory during 1970. 

• ,rn l' Canopy Penetrating Rounds, 40mm. The 40mm marking rounds 
rise 250 feet when fired, and deploy a parachute that tangles in the 
jungle canopy, while smoke is produced. The test rounds have been 
distributed, and the canopy penetrating round will become an ASP item 
when quantities are available. 


2. Mini-smoke Grenade, 35mm. The mini-smoke grenade is 
packaged in 35mm film can, and produces a large volume of smoke for 

ncn econds * has been favorable received, and is now stocked 
at the ASP. 


. M/IIDM ,/, 3 ; M ™i-ponder/Transponder. The SST-210Z mini -ponder and 
AN/UPN-34 transponders have become items of major interest. Units have 
been obtained from USARV and LWL, and additional quantities are on 
order from Motorola. The items are in short supply as they are still 
undergoing tests before being accepted into the USARV inventory. 

. .... Mark 1610 Stabilized Image Binoculars. Eight pair of 
stabilized binoculars were obtained from ARPA and have been distributed 
to subordinate units. These items are used in the FAC aircraft to 
pick-out LZ s, DZ's, etc. ; 

p . **• Piccotex. d ^iMACSOG with 130 pounds of 

riccotex, a fuel contaminent. The contaminant dissolves in fuel, 
cannot be detected by ordinary means, and causes engines to be clogged 
oy a tar-like substance after the engine has cooled off. 


6. Minigrenade (V40). A shipment of 50,000 mini-grenades was 
received, part of which was delivered to the field activities. Although 
weighing only 4.2 ounces, the serrated steel body of the V40 explodes 
into about 326 fragements, yielding 100 percent casualties within a 3 
meter radius. Five mini-granades weigh less than 2 old-type fragmen- 
tation grenades. 3 
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(JF5) The following items were developed for MACSOG use in CY 71: 

1. 60nm mortar elevation indicator. 

2. Silencer for AK-47. 

3. Silencer for 7.62mm Walther PPK and 9mm Corto/Kurz auto loadi 

pistols. 

4. Tunnel Weapon. 

5. Covert Boat Destroyer. w 


Supply Branch 

C Sfi The MACSOG Supply Branch requisitioned, received, stored, and 
issued all classes of supply and equipment required to support MACSOG 
operations. Items were primarily supplied through House-50, a supply 
warehouse and storage area located in Saigon. 

V 

If S’T Required items of supply were obtained through the use of 
Interservice Support Agreements with the Army, Navy, and Air Force 
in-country, and the Counter-Insurgency Support Office (CISO), 2d 
Logistical Command, Okinawa, out of country. Materials and equipment 
were also obtained from the PX system, local purchases, and RMJC. 
Specialized equipment not available through normal military supply 
channels was ordered through CISO. Seventeen accounts throughout 
South Vietnam and one account in Thailand were supported by the Supply 
Branch during 1970. 

. Continued emphasis has been placed on the conversion of the 
"Pile System" of random ordering and stockage to a demand oriented 
configuration. Three demands within 180 days was established as the 
stockage criteria. 

1. Beginning in the first quarter of CY 70, House-50 had 
1,730 demand supoorted lines in the ASL. At the end of the year, 
th’s figure had increased to 3,500; and total lines had increased 
from 8,293 to over 12,000. 

2. The later half year was strongly influenced by the addition 

of prescribed load lists of the major accounts, causing the number of 
total lines to move upward. Through continuous effort, House-50 
achieved a demand accomodation rate of 862 by 30 October 1970, in 
spite of the uniqueness of a large .mil itary organization operating 
virtually without any authorization documents and presenting fairly 
erratic demands. * 
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3. At the close of each quarter, all stock record cards were 
purged,' excess items with no demand in the past year were turned into 
supply channels when there was no indication their use would be required, 
and requisition objectives were recomputed. 

4. Standard inventory procedures remained in effect and 
the stock record cards were updated per each inventory. The storage 
situation has stabilized to the point where cyclical inventories by 
materiel commodity (i.e. communication-electronics) are now conducted 
on an annual basis. 

(-3 h At the close of the year total dollar inventory ammounted to 
$5.5 million. Total issues amounted to $4.5 million and total receipts 
stood at $5.4 million. Figure? below display the increase of supply 
activity at House-50 during the past calendar year as compared to the 
previous year. 


Stock Control Section. 




1969 

1970 

% INCREASE 

Requests 

17,797 

36,812 

107 

Releases 

16,662 

27,685 

66 

Recei pts 

9,866 

12,937 

32 

Warehouse Section. 

1969 

1970 

% INCREASE 

Pounds Received 
(In millions - 
All Modes) 

2.5 

7.6 

204 

Pounds Shipped 
(In millions - 
Air and Sea Only) 

3.4 

4.0 

18 


Several programs started in 1970 will continue. 

1. Extensive emphasis was placed on modernization of vehicles 
throughout SOG. Directly affected were h ton trucks, 2*j ton trucks, 5 
ton trucks, and sedans. 

2. Efforts are being made toward standardization in all 
equipment areas such as generators, consnunications-electronics, general 
items, weapons, and commercial vehicles.- 


3. With the phase down of combat activities of the 5th SFGA, 
House-50 has been very active in absorbing excesses as they become 
available. Available excesses are being matched against needs in order 
to maximize utilization, and material is transferred on a non-reimburs- 
able basis. 

4. Project REDBALL is being used to raDidly obtain Class IX 
(repair parts) supplies for deadlined major items. Response during the 
first month has been very favorable and the outlook for the coming year 
is very bright. 

5. To reduce the number of line items with zero balance, a 
new and intensive Zero Balance Management Progranfwas instituted in the 
4th quarter. All line items costing more than $10.00 are individually _ 
managed. Substitution is done where possible and all supply sources 

are cross checked to delete zero balances. 


Construction 

(&f The v construction effort was primarily devoted to maintaining 
present facilities with some expansion and improvement projects. 
Utilizing existing structures rather than new permanent construction 
was in keeping with the austerity of the urogram. 

1. At Camp Long Thanh, expansion of billeting and latrine 
facilities was accomplished in order to provide for company-strength 
training. Also, at this site, a new drainage system was completed, a 
new water well drilled, and a complete renovation of the indigenous 
mess accomplished. Several minor projects were completed to improve 
the habitation of indigenous personnel. 

2. Extensive work was done on the outside storage site at 
House-50 to eliminate the flooding problems experienced during 1969. 

Work on the pumping station was completed. The northwest comer of the 
yard was completely filled in and gravel installed in low yard areas. 

POL storage was buried underground. Compound defensive positions 

were relocated and new bunkers were constructed. 

3. At CCS, new indigenous barracks were constructed as well 
as modifications made to the mess. Other projects at- the camp were 
aimed toward improving the security of buildings within the compound 
as well as perimeter defenses. 

4. " At CCC, the new TOC was finally completed and defenses 
established for it. Improvements in other, defenses included caoping 

all bunkers with concrete, repairing perimeter fencing, and establishing 
defenses at Outpost Eagle. Also completed was a new, larger indigenous 
mess. The old mess was then converted into additional billets. At 
the oresent time, work is aimed toward improvement in perimeter lighting 
and power generation. 



5. At CCN, repairs to the perimeter fence were accomplished 
as well as the capping of bunkers. A new helo pad was constructed and 
buildings damaged by a typhoon repaired. A new radio relay site was 
established. 

* 

6. At the Naval Advisory Oetachment, Da Nang, most projects 
were repairs to living quarters and camp defenses which suffered extensive 
typhoon damage.. Improvements were accomplished for the messing and 
billeting of indigenous personnel. New construction was limited to a 
chain- link fence around the compound. 

7. Two major projects were complete^-for VOF. The first 
was the establishment of a new lOkw transmitter at Tay Ninh, RVN. This 
included moving an existing tower and building new generator facilities. •* 
The second project was the building of a new concrete sea wall around 

Con Te Island. This was accomplished prior to the rainy season and pro- 
tected the island's sand foundation. 

8. At Nha Trang, a new sewage system for Jackson Hall was 

installed. 

§ i 

9. In the Saigon area, the MACV-1 Compound was completely 
renovated to effect a decrease in the number of buildings utilized. In 
addition, as most divisions changed their location within the compound, 
internal changes were accomplished for the divisions. Also, the Airborne 
Studies Group at Pershing Field had their compound completely renovated. 

This was accomplished in the last quarter of CY 70. 

10. For all of the camps, a conversion from wood burning to 
oil burners for cooking was effected in the indigenous messes. The oil 
burners are not only cleaner, but also less expensive. 


Medical 


(iff During the year, MACSOG medical facilities provided medi.cal 
care for 3,309 inpatients and 63,215 outpatients. 

C& T The MACSOG medical capabilities improved considerably during 
1970. A surgeon was added to the Ground Studies Group in the 3rd quarter. 
Three Special Forces qualified surgeons filled heretofore vacant slots at 
the CSC's during the final quarter. An ARVN dental technician and lab 
technician were added to the staff of the Liaison Bureau, and in September, 
an ARVN medical officer was assigned to the Liaison Bureau. ARVN medics - 
are also at all launch sites for SALEM HOUSE activities and at all CSC 
dispensaries. 
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(jrf Medical facilities at the C&C's greatly improved. CCS added 
one wing to its dispensary in April and is in the process of building an 
X-ray room, operating room, and recovery room. CCC extensively renovated 
the interior of its dispensary and plans the addition of an X-ray room. 

CCN maintained the excellent dispensary built during 1969. All C&Cs 
should have X-ray capabilities in 1971. 

(j&f The Medical pre-print supply system continued to function 
effectively and allowed rapid filling of standard medical items requests. 
Two extensive revisions of material available through pre-print channels 
were made and 244 items of medical materiel are now available and stocked 
at House-50 for raoid shipment. These items include drugs, biologicals, 
official reagents, laboratory supplies, surgical dressing materials, and 
general hospital supplies. 

(*f Liaison visits between this branch and field medical facilities 
were frequent. Goals included early identification of medical problem 
areas, more frequent professional medical supervision, and improvement of 
camp sanitation. A camp Medical Inspection Outline, incorporating relevant 
medical directives and regulations, was composed to serve as guidance in 
sanitation of mess halls, barracks, and latrines and operation of a medical 
facility. 

Malaria rates among MACSOG personnel have been lower, partic- 
ularly at CCN and CCC and, for the last quarter, at CCS. This can be 
directly attributed to increased command emphasis on chemoprophylaxis. 

The use of the Wilson-Edeson test for urinary chloroquine was introduced 
as an aid in establishing whether individuals have been taking the weekly 
chloroquine-primaquine pill. 

In September, a change in reporting of morbidity statistics 
was introduced. Data is now being reported separately for US personnel, 
indigenous operational troops, and non-opera tional civilian personnel, 
including dependents. It is felt that this method of reporting gives a 
more useful indication of disease and injury incidence than the old pro- 
cedure- which lunroed together all non-US personnel for reporting purposes. 

Cef A revised first aid course for indigenous medics has been 
conducted quarterly. The course concentrates on field first aid and 
preventive medicine.* 

The indigenous immunization program, begun in 1969, was 
continued in 1970. In addition, an immunization' suspense file for all US 
headquarters personnel has been in operation since May. 


Air Delivery Branch 

CSf During 1970, the Air Delivery Branch supported 32 operational 
missions, including 18 personnel drops and 14 cargo drops. Sixty-one 
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training missions were supported including 45 personnel drops and 16 
cargo drops. A total of 97 tons of cargo were rigged and shipments 
through SOG ramp as aerial port activity totalled 526*2 tons. 

{-5? Research and development projects Undertaken by the Air 
Delivery Branch included: 

1. Final development of the LAU-59 Pod as a special air 
delivery container. 

2. Total development of the BLU-23 Napalm Pod into a 

specialized air delivery container with multi-aircraft delivery capa- 
bility. *"■ 


*3. Rehabilitation of all E&E kits. 

(5) Equipment manufactured in the Air Delivery Branch for Air- 
borne Studies Group included: 

1. 330 Personnel Lowering Lines 

0 V 

2. 1,600 HELO Lowering/Rappelling Rigs 

3. 100 Cargo Parachute Conversion Risers 

4. 24 Personnel Control Lines 

5. 2 Six-Man Pickup Lines 
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APPENDIX V 
PLANS DIVISION 


GENERAL * 


(J5f During 1970, Plans Division (MACS0G-50) continued to develop 
and prepare combined and joint long-range, intermediate, and contingency 
unconventional warfare (UW)/special operation plans for Southeast Asia. 
Chief, SOG and appropriate staff elements were kept advised on all 
matters pertaining to UW contingency plans, US apd allied forces capa- 
bilities for implementation of current UW plans, and STD capabilities 
for assumption of MACSOG responsibilities. - 

CS*) Plans for the STD improvement and modernization and for the 
transfer of MACSOG responsibilities, missions, and capabilities in 
accordance with Annex J (Special Operations) to the JCS Report, 
"Vietnamization — Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Improvement and 
Modernization (Phase III) and Related US Planning" (U) , and MACV re- 
deployment-programs received primary emphasis. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


(JS) Accomplishments and projects completed by the Plans Division 
during 1970 included: 

1. MACSOG OPLAN 1-70, "General Plan for MACSOG/STD Operations 
for FY 1971" (#f . This OPLAN was completed in April, 1970 and supported 
Annex J (Special Operations) to the JCS Report, "Vietnamization — Repub- 
lic of Vietnam Armed Forces Improvement and Modernization (Phase III) 
and Related US Planning" (U), JCSM-42-70, dated 29 January 1970. It 
provided guidance to MACSOG staff and subordinate conmanders for the 
MACSOG/STD operations during FY 71 under the assumptions that hostili- 
ties would continue throughout SEA, the Paris Peace Talks would remain 
unproductive, US redeployment would continue, and MACSOG would continue 
to function with increased STD participation. The plan included' the 
missions, objectives, concepts of operations, and tasking for MACSOG air, 
ground, and maritime operations in-country and in Laos, Cambodia, DMZ 
and North Vietnam (NVN). 

.2. AnnexN to MACV OPLAN 5J22, "Support of Internal Uprisings* 
and Revolutions" (Jfl . This annex was completed in September, 1970 and 
provides, for the US conduct of unconventional warfare and associated 
operations in support of revolutionary outbreaks in NVN. When implemented, 
control and direction of such operations is exercised 
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through the Joint Unconventional Warfare Task Force, Southeast Asia 
(JUWTF, SEASIA). MACSQG will be augmented as necessary to be converted 
into a JUWTF with Chief, SOG as CQMJUWTF (designate). This annex is 
MACSOG' s supporting clan for.MACV OPLAN 5J22 and was approved by 
CINCPAC in December 1970. 

3. MACV/SEASIA JUWTF JTD. A proposed 802-man staffing for a 
JUWTF headquarters was prepared with full justifications and submitted 
to CINCPAC on 16 June 1970 as required by CINCPAC OPLAN 5022. Upon 
review of the proposed JTD, CINCPAC stated that present plans envisioned 
MACSOG as the JUWTF HQ and that until such time as MACSQG was substan- 
tially phased down, MACV would require little, if any assistance from 
the component commanders in staffing a JUWTF HQ. fo be prepared to 
function when MACSOG is no longer capable of providing a JUV/TF, CINCPAC 
directed that the proposed JTD be reevaluated using the CINCPAC "Policy 
and D1 anning Guide for Unconventional Warfare" as a guide. Two assump- 
tions were also added; the JUWTF HO is to be collocated with the MACV/ 
SEASIA HQ, and uniservice UW operational bases are to be used as command 
and control HQ subordinate to the JUWTF H0 (CINCPAC Msg 1223172 Aug 70). 
The proposed JTD was reduced to approximately 80 personnel, reviewed, 
revised, and forwarded to CINCPAC on 9 October 1970. This JTD is 
designed only as an initial activation document for the post FY 72 
period when MACSOG will be limited in providing a complete HQ element, 
due to redeployments. It was approved by CINCPAC on 4 December 1970 
with minor changes. 

4. MACSOG OPLAN 3-70, "Strategic Technical Directorate 
Improvement and Modernization" (S). This plan was completed in 
December 1970 and addresses the conduct of special operations and 
unconventional warfare in SEASIA from the beginning of 1971 to mid- 1973. 
It provides for the smooth and orderly transfer of certain MACSOG 
programs, operations and functions to the Strategic Technical 
Directorate (STD). It also provides for the termination or transfer 

of selected activities to other agencies of the US Government or 
Government 6 * Vietnam. The plan is a detailed description of MACSOG's 
phasedown to a MAAGV advisory element and the STD's reorganization, 
improvement, and modernization. 

5. Appendix I to Annex C to COMUSMACV OPLAN J198, UW appendix 
to "Plan for the M -ilitary Assistance Advisory Group, Vietnam (MAAGV) 

(U). This appendix was completed in December 1970 and establishes the 
MAAGV 'JW advisory element to the STD. It addresses the ! JW situation 
for mid-1973 in which the STD has assumed most .of the MACSOG missions 
and responsibilities. MACSOG assumes an advisory role under the title 
Pield Adviso’ry Element, Strategic Technical Directorate, (FAESTD), 

and all significant logistical, communications, and fiscal support for 
UW operations will be provided by RVNAF. 
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6. "Guide for Helicopter Tactics and Techniques for use with 
Reconnaissance Teams," Lessons Learned No. 83, USMACV. Plans Division 
compiled and wrote this lessons learned summary which discusses tactics 
and operational techniques for infiltrating and ex filtrating long range 
reconnaissance teams (RTs) by helicopter. It provides guidance to the 
various armed forces components responsible for organizing, training, 
and employing helicopter elements in support of RT missions. The docu- 
ment received world-wide distribution to Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force 
and FWMF organizations. 

7. "MACV SEASIA Strategy Concept", and- "Strategic Objectives 
Plan for SEASIA". Director, Plans Division was assigned as a member of 
the MACV Strategic Objectives Task Force. Plans were reviewed and 
conments and recommendations for the conduct of unconventional warfare _ 
in SEASIA- were incorporated into the SEASIA Strategy Concept. 

8. Composite UW Staff Study. This staff study, "Future Uncon- 
ventional Warfare and Special Operations for RVNAF," proposed the South 
Vietnamese Armed Forces organization for the conduct of unconventional 
warfare and special operations during Phase III of the Improvement and 
Modernization Program (1973-1974 time frame). It included a discussion 
of the chronological development of the existing STD and its capabilities 
and limitations, an analysis of three organizational concepts for a 
Vietnamese JUWTF, a proposed reorganization of the STD, proposed force 
structures for the Vietnamese Army, Navy, and Air Force UW assets, 
proposed aircraft and boat requirements for the VNAF and VNN, and 
recommendations to COMUSMACV for implementing the conclusions found 

in the study. COMUSMACV approved the study on 15 May 70. 

9. STD Reorganization. Planning continued throughout 1970 
for a UW/special operations force as directed by the JCS in 1969 (JCS 
Msg 021826Z Jan 69). Recommendations for the future role of the STD 
as this force and an outline for its reorganization were approved by 
COMUSMACV on 18 January 1970. On 2 February, Plans Division presented 
these concepts to General Cao Van Vien, and he appeared receptive to 
the proposals. He stated that President Thieu considered that a UW 
capability was both desirable and necessary for RVNAF and encouraged 
its development. The "Composite UW Study" was then prepared and ap- 
proved by COMUSMACV in May. In consonance with President Thieu 's 
Decree 614a-TT/SL of 1 July, "Organization of the National Defense 
Structure," further modifications were necessary to the proposed STD 
organization. These modifications were presented to the Combined 
Committee for Organization of UW Forces chaired by VN Major General 
Trang, JGS_ Deputy for Personnel and Administration, in September. 

MACSOG’s committee representative was the Director, Plans Division. 

The proposed reorganization was studied by the JGS and then directed 
to become effective 1 November 1970 with the exception of the Special 
Mission Service (SMS) (the VN Special Forces). The effective date of 
the SMS organization was delayed until 1 January 1971. 
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10. "MACV-1 Compound Defense and Security,” MACSOG Directive 
525-1. Plans for the defense of MACV-1 compound, MACSOG Headquarters, 
were rewritten to provide a phased defensive force based on MACV alert 
conditions. It provides the necessary defensive buildup which is 
dependent on enemy activity. 

11. "MACSOG Documentation Study." Initial draft of the 
MACSOG historical documentation was completed on 10 July 1970 and 
forwarded to MACSOG for review. A comprehensive review was completed 
by Plans Division and MACV J3 and recommendations were forwarded to 
JCS and* CINCPAC on 16 Oct 70. 

12. 1969 MACSOG Historical Summary. Completed, staffed, edited 
and published the 1969 MACSOG Command History (Annex F to' MACV 1969 
Command H* story). 

13. Bangkok Conference, 29 June 1970. Prepared background 
information, made recommendations and reviewed reports concerning the 
"Conference on Cambodia and Regional Military Strategy Planning \£]" 
held in Bangkok, Thailand from 29 June to 2 July 1970. CINCPAC con- 
vened the conference to examine strategic possibilities and develop 
coordinated operational, training, and logistic plans for aid to 
Cambodia. Chief, MACSOG participated in the conference as the UW/ 
special operations representati ve of COMUSMACV. The courses of action 
and recommendations which evolved were developed within the framework 
of a regional approach directed against the common VC/NVA threat. 

These recommendations included operational plans for utilization of 
limited SEASIA military resources to block NVA/VC advances in Cambodia, 
coordination of SEASIA intelligence efforts, third country aid potential 
and logistical requirements and priorities. Participants included 
reoresentati ves of CINCPAC, COMUSMACV, COMUSMACTHAI , CAS, and American 
Embassies Saigon, Bangkok, Vientiane and Phnom Penh. 

14. Bangkok Conference, 19 October 1970. COMUSMACTHAI convened 
a "UW Planning Conference" in Bangkok on 19 October 1970 to discuss UW 
operations in’Cambodia. Conferees included representatives from COMUS- 
MACTHAI, CINCPAC, COMUSMACV, American Embassy Bangkok and American 
Embassy Phnom °enh, Director, MACSOG Plans Division, represented 
COMUSMACV. The conference dealt primarily with UW operational possi- 
bilities in the northwest and developed concepts for a modest UW program 
in the GKR provinces of Oddak Meanchey, Siem Reap, and Preah Vi hear. 

This program is primarily a RTG-GKR effort with a low US profile. 

HE Cambodian operations were considered by CINCPAC, AMEMB Phnom Penh 
and MACV representati ves only. The concept for a very small UW force 
of 2C to 25 carefully selected indigenous Cambodians that could be 
integrated into the present SALEM HOUSE program was discussed. Its 
purpose would be to further the GKR presence in NE Cambodia and to 
form the nucleus for Cambodian UW development in that area. It is 
important to ”ote that this concept led to the development of MACSOG' s 
CEDAR WALK Program. 
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15 Brigade Plan. Prepared initial plans for a brigade 
organization under US leadership with idigenous troops to conduct 
cross-border operations. The concept was proposed by Ground Studies 
Group in July 197" and envisioned the con J -?ct. nf paramilitary operations 
in company, battalion and possible multi-battal ion strength with a 
consequent revision to the current organizational structure of MACSOG 
operational forces. The plan was overtaken by events and dropped in 
August when it became obvious that the organization could not function 
within current funding and manpower levels and COMUSMACV policies 
precluded further expansions. At this same time, JCS directed that 
plans be developed to intensify exploitation operations in PF AO 
using indigenous leadership (JCS Msg 7233/121 213Z Aug 70). The planning 
for the Brigade concept was then utilized in proposing a Vietnamization 
plan for paramilitary operations that included six allrindigenous led 
company size forces capable of conducting cross-border combat operations- 
without US ground presence in either leadership or advisory roles 
(COMUSMACV Msg 130015Z Sep 70). Upon approval of this plan by JCS 
(JCS Msg 281408Z Sep 70), an ad hoc committee, with Director, Plans 
Division as chairman, was established to address the problems associated 
with the Vietnamization and expansion of the exploitation forces. 

Training of six exploitation companies began in October 1970 and will 
continue with three additional EF companies to be acquired January 1971. 
The companies should become operational with ARVN leadership by mid 
1971. 

« 

16. MACSOG Fact Book. Updated the MACSOG Fact Book to provide 
current objectives, methods of operations, authorities and summarized 
results of MACSOG programs. An updated Fact Book was presented to 

BG Blackburn, JCS (SACSA). A fact sheet on the origin and background 
of SOG was also prepared for General Rosson (Deputy COMUSMACV). 

17. VNAF UW Equipment Report. Special equipment for VNAF 

aircraft required in the conduct of UW was studied and coordinated with 
7th AF using results of the Composite UW Staff Study. Although no 
aircraft will be dedicated to the STD, some special equipment will be . 
essential for proper support of STD missions: secure voice equipment 

for 0-1 type aircraft to provide radio relay capabilities for RTs in 
the field, and special navigation radars for C-123s to enable night 
aerial deliveries. 

18. STD Joint Table of Distribution (JTD). Draft proposals 
for the STD JTD and Table of Organization and Equipment for 1971 and 
1973 were prepared, reviewed by the staff, and coordinated with the STD. 
Results should be reviewed by RVNAF, JGS in early 1971. 

19. MACSOG 01A Briefing. From January to May, Plans Division 
acted as briefers for the category 01 A briefing. This is the general 
information briefing on MACSOG' s mission and organization to include 
PRAIRIE FIRE and SALEM HOUSE. SAS, under MACSOG- 30, has been responsible 
for giving this briefing since May. 



20. Civic Action. Plans personnel undertook a civic action 
project from May through July during off-duty hours to build a.play- 
ground for the children in the downtown area of the city of Saigon. 

Two seesaws, a swing set with eight swings, a jungle qvm set, and a 
trapese set were constructed of scrap materiels and erected in the 
Chi Lang Park at the corner of Gialong and Tu-Do Streets. Colonel 
Do-Kien-Khieu, Mayor of Saigon, personally expressed his appreciation 
and those of the people of Saigori for the playground as a "worthy and 
worthwhile civic action." 

21. COMUSMACV Briefings. A series of briefings on the MACSOG/ 
STD organization and relationships with STD, the rgle of 5th SFGA 
advisors to the STD, and MACSOG ' s general improvement and moderni- 
zation plans (MACSOG OPLAN 3-70) were presented to COMUSMACV from October 
through December. As a result of these briefings, the decision was 

made to redeploy the 5th SFGA by 31 March 1971, and in the decision 
briefing presented on 8 December, COMUSMACV approved the proposed 
concept of employment for the Special Mission Service (SMS), STD, and 
the proposed 136-man US SF Advisor Element for the SMS. 

22. Special Liaison. Plans Division maintained liaison with 
the STD, MACV, and 5th SFGA and prepared Drilimi nary plans concerning 
the future relationships between 5th SFGA and MACSOG. 
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APPENDIX VI 

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION 


GENERAL 


During 1970, communications activities continued on the same 
level as the previous reporting period. Even though teletype circui- 
try was decreased by one circuit and minimize imposed for a six week 
period, message volume increased approximately five percent. Through- 
out the year emphasis was placed on improving the comnuni cations security 
posture throughout SOG and the 'Vietnamization of communication facilities 

( The Communications Division (MACS0G-60) continued to provide 
communications systems support for MACSOG; to supervise, operate, main- 
tain and control MACSOG corrmuni cations and electronics (CE); to advise 
and assist the STD on CE matters; and to maintain close liaison with 
other staff- 'and operational CE elements in Vietnam. 

Four comnuni cations conferences were held during the calendar 
year. The main purpose of these conferences was to exchange infor- 
mation of mutual interest, with the goal of improving communications 
within the conmand. Some of the subjects covered were: 

1. Conmuni cations security. 

2. Code reouirements. 

3. Vietnamization of consnuni cations. 

4. Communications equipment procurement and standardization. 

5. Frequency utilization. 

6. Logistic support. 

7. Maintenance policy and procedures. 

8. Operations policy and procedures. 

(%i Command cryptographic inspections were conducted at all MACSOG _ 
units. These inspections, required by Army Regulations, assisted in 
upgrading the quality of cryptofacilities. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Concentration on security of conmini cations continued. 

i Ac a means to this end. Automatic Secure Voice Communi- 
cations (AUTOSEVOCOM) equipment was installed to support hig pr on y 
requirements at the following activities: 

a. Air Studies Branch with an extension in the Intel- 
ligence Division. 

b. Air Studies Group, Nha Trang, RVN. 

c. C&C South, Ban Me Thout East, RVN. 

d. C&C Central, Kontum, RVN. 

e. Support Facility, Nakhon Phanom, Thailand. 

t v • 

f. Camp Fay, Da Nang, RVN, in support of NAD and Monkey 
Mountain Forward Operating Base (MMFOB). 

g . Service was requested for AUTOSEVOCOM termanal at CLT. 

2. STD was provided with five, three, and two fam l^ 1 ^® ral 

3. The MACSOG Personnel Code (USKAC-234) was revised to 

ss’js c iaj£- 

apparent fpr a cpnvenient, flexible, and easy to use ope? a -34 

700 to 800 groups and was subsequently approved. 

[*S From 11 *0 19 May a representative from the Communications 
Division assisted MAO wit J a Fast Pat. ^1 Boat (PTFl^co-unscat, , 0 ^ 

?a?iSns^from^^^bale C ^atio^a?^Da ^ang to^PTFs r along^the^Mast^of Un ' 
RVN. The PTFs ranged from Da Nang to Vung " ranae on high 

that communications could be maintained in 
frequency (Hr ) single sideband radios. 

several modifications and additions to existing equipment 
and facilities were made durinq 1970 to improve communications. 
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1. A 60 WPM half-duplex non-secure circuit ““ Trarlung Vuong 

4 January 1970, between HACSOG ComuniMttons Center ? 

Conmvni cations Center, STD, Nguyen *n alternate route to 

provided the STD counterparts of Mku^o- 60 with an aicemau 

the C&Cs. 

2. The non-secure voice circuit (hotline^be^een^CSOG and 
C&C North was no longer required and was deactiva 

3. A non-secure voice circuit was a 3 50^ Service^ 
Studies Group with the Tactical Operations Center, Liaison Serv 

Trai Nguyen Cao Vi, Cach Mang, Saigon. ^ 

4. A non-secure voice circuit was installed linking Voice 
of Freedom (VOF) studios with their transmitter site at Tay Nin . 

c Ttio Riir^/^ns teletvDe circuit changed from full~period to, 

5. The BJGS/SOo u * ides for contingency 

on-call status on 30 June 1970. Th « ' ^uit link diversion to 
reactivation on short notice while allowing circuit nmt 

other uses. 

6. The comnuni cations unit supporting the very .J£ 9 !) 

teletype circuit between from USARV 

cated in September. Two radio sets (AN/GKt luj were u . 

on a 180 day loan to provide the necessary radio- tel r-lia bil ity. . 
link. This RTT system maintained a 90 percent plus c 
Replacement equipment was ordered. 

7 A< a result of a crypto facility inspection and survey in 
February, all equipment within 

in accordance with Defense Conrnum cations Agency lULAj rea/u 
. lation criteria. 

(U) During a commercial power failure on 3 September, the 30° 

kilowatt (KM) backup generatorwasdamaged ^resuH^ng ^ th 

all communications for over two hou s - . Dower for the communi- 

was installed by Post Engineers to provide backup power for t e 
4-ations center. This generator was not stable or renacie a • 

^ce over a %lve week period. Realizing the importance of this 
critical facility, the following actions were taken. 

1 A reouest was submitted to 1st Signal Brigade through 
Svs^ em° ( I CS ) ^ 1 oca ted°wi th i n" the been . 

;s; even 

though the headquarters complex would not have backup power. 
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2 The first request was disapproved by 1st Signal Brigade, 
load on the generators. 


3. At the close of this reporting period, an approval had 
not been received. 


SURVEYS ANO INSPECTIONS 


Operations Security Survey 


U) An Onerations Security (OPSEC) Sur.eyof^CSOGoperations 
was conducted by a Commander-In-Chief Pacific (CINCPAC) OPSEC « 
during the period of 18 January through 5 February 1970. The P^P°se 
of the survey was to analyze operational techniques of MACSOG activities 
Drimarily^RAIRIE FIRE (F?) and SALEH HOUSE SH) wnhav,ewt„ward 
identifying possible sources of enemy prior knowledge and ways to deny 
the enemy these sources. 




iS) MACSOG 's procedures and associated communications were con- 
sidered more secure than any of the organizations ^ „ e ~ re 

veyed during the past three years. The majority of! S°G P^®""® 1 were 
found to have a keen awareness of operations security, the eemy 
ability to analyze and determine weakness in friendly operationa 
procedures, and^he capability to intercept and exploit reconnaissance 

team communications. 


& 


IS) The survey did note certain procedures, primarily with the 

conmuni cations field, that could possibly P r0V1 ^/^®"^ r e^e ncies 
prior warning of operations, i.e., nicknames, call signs, frequencies, 
clear-text radio transmissions and stereotyped procedures. 


The findings were reviewed by MACSOG and 7th AF staffs to 
identify those areas of OPSEC requiring improvements and to implement 

corrective actions. 


Cryptofacilitv Inspections 


(sT A cryptofacility inspection survey was conducted on ^February 
by representatives of 101st Radio Research Company. The results o 
the survey revealed that disastrously dangerous signa . ex0 i 0 i- 
emanated from the communications center. To preclude further e 
tation, minimize was imposed on all teletype traffi. C , C SS a 

22 February. Durino the period 22 February through 4 March *970, a 
Field Radiation Test team from Headquarters, US Army Security gency 
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Pacific (USASA-PAC) conducted a test to determine the presence and 
extent of intelligence-bearing emanations generated in information 
processing equipment within the facility. It was recommended that 
all equipment within the communications center be modified in accor- 
dance with OCA red/black engineering-installation criteria. 

(fS) The rehabilitation of the communications center started on 
5 April 1970. During the project installation phase, all teletype 
circuitry were terminated in two teletypewriter central office vans 
(AN/MGC-22 and AN/MGC-23). The vans were deployed from 160th Signal 
Group, Long Binh, RVN. The vans were operated from the courtyard 
of MACV-1 compound until redeployment on 8 May LS70. 

(#) MACSOG faced reduction in ability to efficiently perform 
its mission under existing conditions and sustained command emphasis 
was applied to complete this project in the earliest time frame. 
Engineers and installers were diverted from other high priority pro- 
jects in progress within the Pacific and Continental US (CONUS) areas. 
Efforts wereaccelerated to obtain CONUS procurement and shipments 
of all material to complete red/black installation. 

s V 

1. Personnel from the Pacific Field Office, USA Strategic 
Communications Conmand-Pacific (USA STRATCOM-PAC), Fort Buckner, 
Okinawa, arrived on 5 April and began the conversion of the communi- 
cations center to low level keying. 

2. All approved devices for reduction of TEMPEST problems 
were received on 9 April 1970. 

3. On 1 May i970, the installation was completed at the cost 
of about $40,000.00, and the communications center became fully opera- 
tional on 5 May 1970. 

At the request of MACSOG, a red/black inspection was conducted 
on 18 August 1970 by a technician of the 101st Radio Research Company. 
The minor discrepancies were corrected within MACSOG resources and 
those not within our capabilities were corrected by personnel from 
the Pacific Field Office of USASTRATCOM-PAC. 

i A field radiation test team from USASA-PAC conducted a survey 
during the period of 23 November to 2 December to check the effective- 
ness of this rehabilitation. This survey revealed that the two message 
preparation positions were improperly wired and emanating signals at 
a dangerous level. The MACSOG teletype repairmen, with technical 
assistance from the 509th Radio Research Communications Unit-Vietnam, 
converted the two positions to low level keying. 
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Intercommunications Systems 


{jtf on 6 August 1970, representatives of 525th Military Intelli- 
gence (MI) Grouo conducted a technical inspection of the two inter- 
communications systems within the headquarters. Thef indings.cuntained 
in that report indicated that the systems represented dangerous hazards 
to the security of information discussed within the headquarters. 

(&) In an effort to improve the security and eliminate communi- 
cations security (COMSEC) deficiencies, USASTRATCOM-PAC was requested 
to conduct a site survey and recommend a system that would eliminate 
the radiation hazards, continuous microphone connection, < exposed 
Wiring, and terminal strips which were all cited 6y 525th MI Group as 
COMSEC deficiencies. The site survey was conducted^ a r ®P^? n ^ atlve 
of the Communications Engineering and Installation Agency (CEIA) on 
23 September 1970. 


(JZ’f The survey report received on 23 November 1970, recommended 
the installation of a dial selecting intercommunications system. 

The recommended system was approved by 525th MI Group and provides: 


1. Disconnect devices. 

2. Private conversation between two parties. 

3. Prevention of inadvertant connection of a third party. 

(pT The recommended system was approved and placed on order. 

The 1st Signal Brigade was tasked to engineer and install the system. 


Signal Security Survey 

(ST During the period 18 August to 22 October 1970, a team from 
the 101st Radio Research Company conducted a COMSEC survey of MACS0G, 
including all subordinate elements, at MACSOG’s request; The team 
monitored and analyzed 9,744 transmissions on radiotelephone and 8,09/ 
transmissions over conventional telephone. In addition, 1 2 hours o 
advice, assistance and training was provided. 


The survey revealed many areas regarding COMSEC within the 
oraanization which required improvement. These areas were. 

1. The use of unauthorized codes. 


2. Codewords and unauthorized call signs. 

3. Basic emergency plans. 
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4. Cryptonetting. 

5. Secure Voice equipment. 


6. Authentication. 

7. Red/black requirements. 


( 2 ) The conmuni cations Division was responsible for corrective 
action within their jurisdiction and gave guidance to staff } 

and subordinate units. In addition, Standing ^Signal Instructions ( SSD 
were written, and, at the close of this reporting period they were i 
the process of being published. 
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APPENDIX VII 
COMPTROLLER DIVISION 


GENERAL 


(U) Calander year 1970 was the second full year of operation by the 
Comptroller Division (MACS0G-90) since it was separated from Logistics 
Division in October 1968. ** 

2 $ The Comptroller continued to act as the principal economic and _ ** 
financial 'advisor to Chief, MACSOG, and to be directly responsible for 
financial management of MACSOG. In addition to the responsibilities for . 
accounting, auditing and disbursing, the division, under the Comptroller s 
guidance, formulated financial policies and regulations and instituted 
extensive internal controls. 


FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


Unclassified Funds 

{jtf MACSOG continued to receive its unclassified funds from CINCPAC 
through MACV. These funds are utilized to support the cover story that 
MACSOG is a staff element of MACV. Unclassified funds support travel 
costs of personnel assigned to MACSOG, one US Civilian payroll, and a 
limited amount of material procurement. Authorized funding for FY 71 
was $160,000.00, representing a reduction of $240,000.00 following DOD 
budget cuts. Obligations as of 31 December 1970 were $74,927.62. 


Classified Funds 

UPST Budqet revisions in Januarv and April 1970 reduced the original 
FY 70 budget from $25,778,400.00 to $18,611,900.00. Obligations against 
FY 70 funds totaled $17,734,500.00 through 31 December 1970. 

(JS'f FY 71 introduced a new and more urgent requirement to exercise 
monetary controls and restraint. Budget reductions at the DOD level - 
were felt bv MACSOG as Chief of Naval Operations reduced the original 
FY 71 budget submission by over two million dollars. A budget of 
$22,466,500.00 was finally approved in April 1970; however, first 
quarter funding was further reduced by $384,400.00. Second quarter 
funds were allotted as reauested and Comotroller anticipates total 
funding for cv 1971 will approach 522.082,100.00. Obligations as of 
31 December were 58,758,000.00. 
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The approved and reduced budgets for FY 71 follow. 


PROGRAM 
FOOTBOY 
PRAIRIE FIRE 
SALEM HOUSE 
IGLOO WHITE 


APRIL BUDGET 
$8,461,400.00 

$3,424,100.00 

$4,730,000.00 

SS51.000.00 

$22,466,500.00 


REDUCED BUDGET 
$8,523,000.00 
$7,957,500.00 
$4,801,200.00 
$800.400.00 
$22,082,100.00 


(tf An Auqust 1970 visit by the CNO’s budget head revealed that 
MACSOG could no longer expect the budget flexibility of odious years. 
Wi*h the prospect of reduced funding. Chief, SOG, upon recorondation 
of 'the Comptroller, stressed to the field Commanders the recrement to 
reduce expenditures where possible. A program of self-imposed and 
vigorous cost-consciousness became all the more germaine as MCS 
souaht to absorb within its existinq budget, the unanticipated and unbud 
aeted costs of an increased number of strike force companies, additional 
training facilities, and increased expenses anticipated with initiating 
the Vietnamization program 1 January 1971. 

Ctf In July 1970, the Comptroller initiated an Activity Monthly 
OPTARReoort which has become an integral part of the effort to increase 
cost controls Directed at providing activities with a current picture 
of their financial position, the OPTAR Report reflected expen ditores 
aqainst budgets submitted by each activity and projected the rate of 
annual expenditures. A six month review was made in December by p- 
troller and adjustments made as warranted. 

{^sjT'ln addition to restricted funding in FY 71, new funding 
channels were established for MACS0G. 

1 Thouqh Chief of Naval Operations continued to provide 
funds, regular Navy funding channels replaced the CA S channels. ,^2™" 
priate data was assigned, and MACSOG came directly under the .unding 
supervision of CINCPAC. 

2. Naval Support Activity .(NSA) , Saigon replaced the United 
States Embassy in making cash advances to the MACSOG finance office , 
although the Embassy continued its contractual obligations of procun g. 
various foreign currencies. 

3. NSA Saigon also prepared oayment for MACSOG Jor 

logistical support previously handled by Counter Insurgency up 
Office. Okinawa. 
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The new funding procedures introduced the added requirement to 
pay accessorial charges, estimated at 400-500 thousand dollars per year, 
producing an additional unexpected burden upon the MACSOG FY 71 budget. 

Towards the end of December, Comptroller initiated several studies cover- 
ing different areas of MACSOG expenditures in an effort to determine 
possible cost reductions. These studies will be completed early in 1971. 

MACSOG Directive 37-2 and the Civilian Personnel Manual Part II, 
dealing with operational employees, were updated and revised. The Para- 
military Pay Study, though completed, was shelved and never implemented. 

A pay raise- of ten percent was granted to civilian employees following 
the lead of the US Embassy. Pay for civilian guards at Camp Long . 

Thanh was increased twenty-five to fifty percent depending on an indivi- 
duals grade. This action was taken to bring SG pay scales into line with^ H ^ 
those for other civilians employed by MACSOG. Operational personnel 
received no pay increase. 

CT5T In July 1970, MACSOG began payment of per diem and bonuses for 
cross-border operations to pilots of the 114th and 514th VNAF Squadrons 
flying in support of MACSOG operations. Mechanics of the payment proce- 
dure were cdordinated with S0G Comptroller's counterparts at the STD. 

Further steps were taken to coordinate training of finance officers 
within the STD to assume financial management duties under the Special 
Missions Service concept. 

Inflation in food prices throughout the Republic of South 
Vietnam in 1970 led the Comptroller to review contractual relations 
between field elements and local suppliers. This review was aimed at 
maintaining a stable level of ration costs throughout MACSOG. Some 
success was achieved by encouraging field elements to change contractors. 

Seasonal problems in food production as well as increasing demands 
within MACSOG point to the necessity of giving further study to the 
problem of food procurement. 
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APPENDIX VIII 


GROUND STUDIES GROUP 


GENERAL 

Ground Studies Group, MACSOG-35, continued to pi an, coordinate, 
and conduct airborne/ground operations in support of PRAIRIE FIRE, SALEM 
HOUSE, and NICKEL STEEL. The group recruited indigenous forces, equipped 
and trained combined US/RVN forces, and provided intelligence inputs for 
use by other agencies in interdiction or planning based on known enemy * 
troop movement. Coordination with the STD Liaison Service continued in 
the execution of all functions. 


ORGANIZATION 


(JSf' Headquarters, Ground Studies Group, is located v/ith Studies 
and Observations Group at the MACV-1 Compound in Saigon and exercised 
operational control over the three Command and Control Detachments, 
the Support Facility at Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, and the Liaison 
Bureau. Command relationshiDS and HQ organization are indicated in 
Figure VIII-1. 

(Sf The three Conmand and Control Detachments (South, Central , 
and North) were located at Ban Me Thuot, Kontum, and Da Nang (respectively) 
They are similarly structured, with a headquarters element, a security 
company, a reconnaissance comoany, two exploitation comoanies, and two 
mobile launch teams (Figure VIII-2). Authorized strength for each C&C 
Detachment was 244 US and 780 indigenous troops. 

(JP5T The Support Facility at Nakhon Phanom (SUPPFAC, NKP) is in- 
cluded under the TD for Command and Control North (CCN), but operated 
as a separate element to provide an added launch capability during 
adverse weather* conditions. 

The Liaison Bureau is included under the TD for Command and 
Control South (CCS), but continued to operate in Saigon and to provide 
liaison between Ground Studies Group and its STD counterpart organization, 
the Liaison Service. 

(^F&t Because of the change in the rules of engagement in Cambodia on 
1 July 1970. US personnel were no longer permitted to operate in the 
SALEM HOUSE Area of Operations (SHAO). This resulted in the majority 
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of the 95 US authorized personnel spaces in Recon Company CCS being 
deleted. Recon teams at CCC which operated in the SHAO were also 
limited to ARVN leadership. 


OPERATIONS 


The Cambodian incursion by US forces in May had a profound 
effect on Ground Studies Group operations in the. SHAO. It resulted 
in exploitation of the information obtained by Ground Studies Group 
reconnaissance teams since the inception of the®SALEM HOUSE (origin- 
ally DANIEL BOONE) program. • 

(•*57 Effective 1 July 1970 a change in SALEM HOUSE Operational 
Authorities required complete Vietnamization of the SALEM HOUSE 
reconnaissance effort. ARVN assets available -to Ground Studies Group 
were concentrated in the SHAO. This included shifting the aircraft 
of the 219th VNAF Helicopter Squadron TOY from Oa Nang to Ban Me 
Thuot, Kon.tum and Quan Loi, and expanding the number of ARVN led 
Recon Teams at these locations. 

There were no major changes in the operating authorities 
governing operations in the PFAO or NSAO and ground operations were 
executed in furtherance of the reconnaissance and exploitation missions. . 


Air Interdiction in Cambodia 

(■tSfln April of 1970 Forward Air Controllers (FAC's) flying in 
support of SALEM HOUSE operations observed large numbers of enemy 
moving south. in Cambodia. These enemy troop concentrations provided 
particularly lucrative targets for tactical air. As a result of these 
sightings, on 18 April 1970, COMUSMACV requested JCS permission to conduct 
air strikes for a 30 day period against enemy personnel and equipment 
in a specific area of Cambodia between NVA base areas 740 and 701, an 
area known to have no Cambodian military or civilian activity. 

(XSt'On 20 April 1970, JCS granted authority for the conduct of 
tactical air strikes for a thirty day period to commence at the option 
of COMUSMACV. Because of the sensitivity of this information, it was 
held on a very strict need- to- know basis. Only those personnel without 
whom it would be impossible to operate were* briefed. In order to 
insure minimum dissemination of information, MACS0G was provided with 
dedicated strike aircraft briefed on the mission and rules of engagement. 
These were six F-100's located at Phan Rang and four F-4's located at 
Phu Cat. Air interdiction was delayed until a sufficiently lucrative 
target was detected on 24 April 1970, when a FAC observed a column of 
125 enemy troops moving south on a trail in the authorized airstrike 
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zone. The column was struck with 6 sorties of F-100's resulting 
in an estimated 100 enemy killed by air~-(-KBA). 

tTSt^On 25 Aoril 1970, JCS authorized the expansion of tactical 
air strikes throughout Zone Alpha and on 29 April 1970 expanded the 
authority to use artillery and helicopter gunships in an offensive 
role. On 5 May 1970, JCS rescinded the requirement for close hold 
security on tactical airstrike reporting in Cambodia. Air strikes 
were then reported through normal SALEM HOUSE channels. 

(TST On 27 May 1970, JCS authorized expansion of the tactical 
air strike authority to what is now known as the air interdiction 
zone (AIZ) through 30 June 1970. This authority was later extended to 
1 May 1971. 


Operation TAILWIND 

(JS^Tln ^ September 1970, CCC was alerted for the reauirgment to 

conduct a company sized operation in support of a£_ ^operation 

near Chavane, Laos. Project nickname was "Operation tAILWlRD. " 

Poll owing LZ preparation by TAC AIR and the insertion of a pathfinder 
team, CCC, Company B, was inserted about 20 km SE of Chavane at 1232 
hours 11 September 1970. Four CH-53's were used for airlift and four 
AH1G Cobra's for gunshio support. Small ^rms fire was received from 
southwest of the insertion LZ. All CH-53's and AHlG's received hits, 
but all aircraft were able to return to base. 

(JfS'T'The company moved northwest 600 meters where they encountered 
a series of hootches used for the storage of 140mm rockets, 82mm mortar 
amnunition, 23mn AAA ammunition, B-40 rockets, small arms ammunition, 
and approximately 40 dismantled bicycles. Charges with delay fuses 
were placed on the 140mm rockets, and the company moved northwest 1,500 
meters. ’ The company counted 30 secondary explosions immediately following 
detonation and 75-100 during the following five hours. 

{ZZY Later the company made contact with approximately 40 enemy. 

The engagement lasted an hour and tactical air strikes were employed. 

When the enemy broke contact, the company moved south where they began 
preparation of an*LZ for the extraction of wounded. The LZ was com- 
pleted when the company again came under attack from 140-150 enemy. 

Nine US were wounded in this encounter, but extraction of wounded was 
not possible due to adverse weather. 

(-T5T Enemy contact continued throughout the night and fire support 
continued to be provided by Soectre (C-130) gunships. When enemy action 
decreased, the company moved to secure an LZ at a different location. 

A CH-53 helicopter attempted to land for medevac of wounded but was 
struck by numerous small arms and B-40 rocket rounds causing it to lose 
power- and crash. The crew was successfully extracted by ladder. The 
company was ejected to another LZ but weather prevented extraction. 
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(1^) Contact was again made with enemy units. This time they 
appeared to be defending. The company advanced on the enemy who 
withdrew beyond a battallion sized base camp containing 8,000 kilo- 
grams of rice, as well as numerous hootches and latrines. There was 
evidence that the area had been used as a truck park and maintenance 
point as some vehicle parts were found. A 120mm mortar was found and 
destroyed. 

(#) The company, still receiving small arms and B-40 rocket fire, 
then moved to an extraction HLZ. Thirty-six sets of TAC AIR were used 
during the extraction. The company was extracted using 3 CH-53's and 
returned to Dak To. Total casualties for the operation were 3 SCU 
KIA, 33 SCU WIA, 16 US WIA, 144 enemy KIA, 50 enemymiA (estimated) 
and 288 enemy KBA (estimated). . 


Parachute Insertions 


(*> Parachute insertions were started in late summer with four 
static line and one High Altitude Low Opening (HALO) insertion being 
conducted as a means of altering the method of entry into the PFA0. 

1. HALO . Chief, S0G approved the HALO insertion technique 
on 18 July 1970. A pilot training program was conducted after equipment, 
requirements were determined, personnel were selected, and coordin- 
ation was effected for 14 (7 US, 1 ARVN, and 6 SCU) personnel to receive • 
training presented by the 1st Special Forces Group, (Airborne), 1st 
Special Forces on Okinawa. The training program was completed at Camp 
Long Thanh where final mission preparation took place. A six man 
(3 US and 3 SCU) team was inserted from a C-130 at 0200 hours on 
28 November 1970 at 14,000 feet AGL. During descent the team members 
became separated because of poor visibility caused by clouds and 
drizzle, The team members remained separated and were extracted from 
four separate locations on 2 December 1970. As a method of entry 
this technique was considered proven as a means of entering the PFA0 
undetected since an active enemy search was not made to locate the 
team. 


2. Static line . The four static line insertions were proven 
as successful methods of entering the PFA0 but were marred by disper- 
sion of oersonnel and difficulty in assembly on the ground. Each of 
the missions terminated in an effort to locate and group team members. 

As an alternate method of insertion, parachute insertions have created 
a new threa.t that enemy L0C security forces must be prepared to counter. - 
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SUGARLOAF 


PF5T The SUGARLOAF Radio Relay Site was established on 11 June 1970 
as a radio relay site for reconnaissance teams and exploitation forces 
operating in the central PRAIRIE FIRE AO. It was also used as a walk- 
off point for operations in the immediate area and provided a location 
to which teams or individuals could. evade if separated from friendly 
support elements. The Radio Relay Site was manned by one platoon from 
CCN and was closed on 4 October 1970 when weather effectively prevented 
air. support in the central PFAO. It is anticipated the SUGARLOAF Radio 
Relay Site will be re-opened when weather improves sufficiently to make 
operations in that area again feasible. 


— ** fM*. 

Exploitation Force Conversion 

In late October a leadership conversion program for the 
exploitation forces was initiated. ARVN cadre were assigned leader- 
ship positions within the companies and the US personnel assumed an 
advisory role. An intensified training program at Camp Long Thanh 
after a change of command ceremony started the training. The companies 
returned to the respective C&C Detachments to enter Phase II, small 
unit training. Platoon operations were conducted to further the conversion 
program. A third and final phase of the program called for multi- 
platoon training and operations to provide a company level ARVN led 
exploitation force capability. At years end all companies were ARVN 
led and were well into Phase II of the conversion program. 
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APPENOIX IX 

AIRBORNE STUOIES GROUP 


GENERAL 


(JFSJ The Airborne Studies Group (MACSOG-36) continued to implement 
the TIMBERWORK (if portion of the F00TB0Y proqram through the de- 
ployment of agents (SINGLETON (ef and EARTH ANGEL ], dlverciowr^gents 
(BORDEN (if), and Short Term Roadwatch and Taryet Acquisition (STRATA) 
teams during 1970. In June, these four programs were augmented by a 
new program, PIKE HILL, which deployed Ethnic Khmer to establish low 
level intelligence collection nets in Cambodian villages and hamlets. 


(JST^Durina November-December 1970, plans were finalized to expand 
the PIKE HILL program in 1971 by training and deploying GKR recruited 
indigenous Khmers into Northeast Cambodia. This expansion program was 
given the '-nickname CEDAR WALK. 

(^fJ^The Airborne Studies Group maintained cadre and team capa- 
bility to resume operations in North Vietnam by conducting .missions 
in the PRAIRIE FIRE (PF) and SALEM HOUSE (SH) areas of operation; 
Cross-border operations into Laos and Cambodia included intelligence 
collection, harassing and sabotage missions, and diversionary missions 
designed to deceive enemy security forces and cause them to deploy 
their resources. 


L&f Advice and assistance to Groups 11 and 68 of the STD Special 
Mission Service, the group's Vietnamese counterparts, continued in 
order to accomplish the aforementioned tasks. 


T 


The Airborne Studies Group continued to function as a head- . 
auarters with two subordinate detachments: Alfa Detachment '^gent/ 

Agent Teams), located with Grouo 68 (ARVM) , STD near Tan Son Nhut with 
an isolation compound in Camp Long Thanh; and Bravo Detachment (5 
MMFOB), located with 11th Task Force Group (ARVN), STD in DaNang. 




• M 


ACTIVITIES 

Director, MACSOG-36, exercised coirmand supervision and operational 
control over all airborne programs. 

(Jsf^Alfa Detachment and Group 68, STD, are responsible for five 
programs. 
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1. SINGLETON (£77 Th^ SINGLETON (£7 program is under the 
RODCA reporting system and, in accordance with current security direc- 
tives, will not be discussed in this history. 

2. "ORAE FORAE is a diversionary program consisting 

of the OODLES (£7 project which portrays notional agent team operations 
in North Vietnam by means of family radio messages sent viaj^ 

T ftnd the BORDEN (£7 project which supports 
agent ooerations in PFAu through airborne resupply missions and the 
insertion of ex-North Vietnamese Army personnel on diversionary missions. 

3. EARTH ANGEL. The EARTH ANGEL program fs a low level 
intelligence collection effort using three man teams composed of Hoi 

Chanhs outfitted in NVA gear. .These teams conduct cross-border walk-in » •* ** 

roadwatch and area reconnaissance missions of six to eight days duration. 
Exfiltration is by foot. 

4. PIKE HILL. The PIKE HILL program uses ethnic Khmer three 
man teams to establish low level intelligence collection nets in the 
SH AO. T hey are capable of operation for extended periods of time and 
providing shadow leadership to the villagers. 

5. CEDAR WALK. This program is a modification of PIKE HILL 
and will integrate GKR personnel into the overall PIKE HILL program. 

These teams will be organized and equiped for missions in NE Cambodia 
for a one year period. After this period control will be returned to 
GKR for continued unconventional warfare employment. Approval has been 
granted to form five teams and training is scheduled to begin early 

in 1971. 

(JST Bravo Detachment and 11th TFG, STD, are responsible for the 
STRATA program. STRATA teams are intelligence collection teams 
capable of conducting roadwatch, riverwatch, and area and point 
reconnaissance missions. Additional capabilities of these teams 
include the installation of seismic devices, conducting ambushes, PW 
captures, bridge destruction, and sabotage. In March 1970 the civilians 
in this program were completely phased out and replaced with ARVN 
soldiers. Special characteristics include all ARVN team membership, 

CW communication capability and airborne qualification. Extensive 
demolition and special mission training was conducted in 1970. 


PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


FORAE (Jt ) 

Because of operational restrictions in North Vietnam, the 
OODLES project has been limited to sending radio messages to 14 
notional teams. An average of two messages per week were transmitted. 
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[251 BORDEN (£? has been deployed in PF AO to cause diversion of NVA 
security forces. During 1970, twenty seven ex-North Vietnamese Army 
soldiers volunteered to participate. They were given airborne and 
specialized communication or demolition training and then inserted into 
PF AO either on a sabotage or diversionary mission. Agents were given 
false information and deliberately inserted into enemy controlled areas 
where it was expected that they would either be captured or return to 
NVA control. Four of these volunteers returned to ARVN control. One 
is presently in the EARTH ANGEL (U) program. The other three were 
returned to PW status. 

Cf5”r Leaflet missions, resupply drops, self-destruct radios, and 
radio beacons were used ir. conjunction with cerso.mel drops.- 


EARTH ANGEL 

[25Y 1970 has been a year for grov/th for EARTH ANGEL teams. Through 
extensive recruiting and training programs six teams developed into 
reliable short term walk-in walk-out reconnaissance teams. They are 
capable of .moving approximately fifteen kilometers from point of 
departure to the target and observing for two to three days before, 
overland exfiltration. Unique to EARTH ANGEL teams is their method of 
insert and exfiltration as well as limited requirement for air support. 

[25) Twenty four area reconnaissance and sixteen route watch 
missions were accomplished during the year. Eight EARTH ANGEL missions 
resulted in enemy contact in which five EARTH ANGELS were KIA, four 
were captured and one defected. Teams reported detailed information 
on use of trails, roads, and movement of small enemy units. Two teams 
were active in searches for PW camps. One team reported the possible 
location of 20 Allied prisoners. 


PIKE HILL 

The PIKE HILL program was initiated during the May-June cross- 
border operations conducted by Allied Forces. The concept was to form 
three man teams of ethnic Cambodians for insertion into non-communist 
controlled villages in the SH AO. These teams would then recruit sympa- 
thizers and form low level intelligence collection nets. Planning was 
concluded in late May and recruitinq began immediately. 

(JPS'f Fourteen ethnic Cambodians were recruited on 4 June and began 
thei*- trainina. The teams were trained for long term (30-90 day) stay 
time. PIKE HILL 1 was inserted 0" 25 June and remained on target for 
nine days without making civilian contact but observed sampan traffic 
on the Ton Le Son River. On 2 July the team made contact with an NVA 
company in the vicinity of YA 088515. This contact caused no casualties 
but ^orced tne’r premature extraction from the target area. 
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CJF5) During the remainder of the year, PIKE HILL personnel partici- 
pated in eleven additional operations - seven of which resulted in enemy 
contact with the loss of two PIKE HILL men. On three occassions PIKE 
HILL teams called in air strikes on enemy locations. 

(^FST Two target areas have proven exceptionally conducive to PIKE 
HILL operations. 

1. Village of Mereuch (Target area A-77, YV 640460). 

a. On 30 June PIKE HILL 2 was inserted into Mereuch and 
was able to establish friendly contact with the JChmer/Montaanard 
villagers. This was a period of political vacuum in Mereuch as communist 
security forces were trying to re-establish their control. On 6 August 

a communist battalion moved into the Kroto Mountains about two kilo- 
meters from the team's camo. Nine days later, after SDending 47 days 
on the ground, the team was relieved in place by PIKE HILL 2A. 

b. PIKE HILL 2A continued to maintain contact with the 
villagers and relayed information of communist movements. Some villagers, 
believing that the PIKE HILL team had authorized an air strike which 

was inadvertantly placed near the village, led a communist patrol to 
the team's base camo. In the ensuing fire fight, the team leader was 
lighly wounded but the team escaoed to safety. The team was extracted 
on 2 September. 

c. On 12 November PIKE HILL 2B was reinserted. This 
team consisted of the original PIKE HILL 2 personnel and was able to 
re-establish friendly relations with the villagers. The communists, 
still trying to establish area domination, ordered the Mereuch villagers 
to prepare to move to Kaoh Khek District Headquarters. The villagers, 
under guidance of the PIKE HILL team exfiltrated to South Vietnam on 

12 December. The team remained in the Mereuch area with several 
symoathizers and were subsequently extracted on 26 December. During 
their do day stay in this area, the team relayed detailed information 
on communist movements, supply points, cadre personalities and efforts 
to move villagers to control locations. This general target area will 
be exploited by two PIKE HILL teams with recruited sympathizers in 1971. 

•2. Village of Pu Char (Target area P-72, YV 000500). Three 
insertions into the Pu Char area were accomplished by a PIKE HILL 
team for a total o f 56 days in a continuing effort to locate a reported 
PW camp. Village sympathizers reoorted several sightings of American 
POWs, and PIKE HILL teams will continue to be targeted in this area. 
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STRATA 

STRATA teams were increased from four in January 1970 to nine 
in May 1970. This resulted in a corresponding increase in the number 
of case officers, radio operators, and administrative personnel. An 
intensive training program was initiated covering all operational 
aspects to offset the sudden influx of inexperienced personnel. The 
lack of experienced reconnaissance team leaders and members resulte 
in three split teams out of four operations conducted between January 
and March. However, continuous training efforts to correct operational 
weaknesses, coupled with an increase in the confidence and tactical 
proficiency of the STRATA teams, resulted in progressive improvement 
ir the mission performance of the 18 missions conducted between 1 April 
and 30 June 1970. 


The period after 1 July 1970 was characterized by exclusive 
deployment of STRATA and ARVN reconnaissance Teams in the SH AO. .ne 
number of operations increased and STRATA capabilities expanded. A 
change in mission orientation resulted in increasing STRATA team capa- 
bilities to perform ambushes, PW capture, control airstrikes and conduct 
v/ire tap missions while maintaining airborne insertion capabilities. 


t&) LTC Tran Ba Tuan, CO, 11th TFG put maximum effort into 
qualifying as many operational and administrative personnel as possible 
to support the all ARVN SH A0 effort. During the period 1 July thru 
31 December, 53 STRATA missions were accomplished for a 1970 total of 
75 missions. Highlights of these missions are indicated below: 


1. Mission: 


Point reconnaissance of bridge; location: 
Laos YC 189571; duration: 15-25 March 1970. 


Remarks: Bridge was observed and photographed. Foot 

traffic was observed, however no vehicles used 
bridge. Team made contact with an enemy squad 
killing 5 enemy. Team then made contact with 
enemy platoon resulting in 3 team members MIA. 

2. Mission: Point reconnaissance to locate enemy battalion 

base camo; location: Laos, YB 870865; duration: 

18-27 May 70 


Remarks: Team located the enemy base camp and made two 

contacts with unknown sized force. T eam 
suffered no casualties; enemy casualties 
unknown. 


3. Mission: Point reconnaissance to locate underground 

bi vouac/storaae area; location: Laos, 

X0 603384; duration 12-19 Jun 70. 



Remarks : 


4. Mission: 
Remarks : 

5. * Mission: 

Remarks: 

6. Mission: 
Remarks: 

7. Mission: 
Remarks: 

8. Mission: 
Remarks: 


Team located abandoned battalion base camp which 
had been damaged extensively by airstrikes. Also 
found were 20 two-week-old graves. Team made one 
contact with 10 enemy resulting in no casualties 
to either side. 

Point reconnaissance to locate bivouac area; 
location: Laos, XD 555550; duration: 17-28 Jun 70. 

Team verified enemy occupation of the area in 
strength, confirmed heavy construction activity, 
and experienced enemy radio jamming from three 
separate stations. 

_ *» A*. 

.Riverwatch on Toule Kong River; location: 

Cambodia, XA 525976; duration: 21-28 Jun 70. 

Team confirmed use of the river as a line of 
communication. Team made contact with enemy 
forces on four different occasions resulting 
in 2 enemy KIA. 

Area reconnaissance of Base Area 702; location: 

Cambodia, YA 485575; duration: 8-16 Jul 70. 

Team observed 36 NVA and heard two large 
explosions in vicinity YA 475573, one of which 
was estimated to be a demolition charge in 
excess of 50 kilos. 

Riverwatch on the Tonle San River; location: 

Cambodia, YA 288549; duration: 13-28 Jul 70. 

Team confirmed use of the river as a line of 
communication and also found a railroad and 
heavy bunker complex being used as a trans- 
shipment point. 

Area reconnaissance to determine the relocation 
of enemy base areas; location: Cambodia, XU 398683; 

duration: 22 Jul - 1 Aug. 

Team heard high s Deed truck traffic moving in 
both directions on five different days. Team 
also made contact with enemy force with unknown 
results and directed an airstrike against 
another enemy force of 30 NVA with unknown 
results. 
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9. Mission: Roadwatch on Route 14; location: Cambodia, - 

XU 304626; duration: 5 Aug. 


Remarks: Insert of team was observed by enemy forces. 

Team made contact with 15 to 20 man enemy force 
and was forced to withdraw. Withdrawal was 
blocked by another force of 15 men. Extraction 
was conducted under heavy small arms fire. 

10. Mission: Roadwatch on Route 13; location: Cambodia, 

XV 217115; duration 21-28. Aug 70. 

Remarks: Team observed and heard motorcycle and cart 

traffic -of Route 13.- Contact was made with _ *• 

enemy elements on two occasions resulting in 
unknown enemy casualties. The team also 
conducted an ambush of oooortunity against 
12 enemy soldiers resulting in 3 enemy KIA and 
an unknown number WIA. . 

H-; Mission: Roadwatch of intersection of Routes 19 and 141; 

location: Cambodia, YA 094123; duration: 

10-12 Sep 70. 

Remarks: Team confirmed troop movement on the roads and 

then came in contact with a 25 man enemy force 
resulting in unknown enemy casualties. Team 
later saw 3 enemy and engaged them capturing 
the point man and causing the other two to 
withdraw. 

12. Mission: Roadwatch; location: Cambodia, YV 502322; 

duration: 21-23 Sep 70. 

Remarks: Team made contact with approximately 30 enemy 

and were pursued for six hours. The next day 
the team directed 2 A1E Skyraiders against a 
suspected base camp resulting in two secondary 
explosions. 

13. Mission: Point reconnaissance to locate and destroy a 

bridge; location: Cambodia, YV 502322; duration: 

28 Sep - 9 Oct 70. ' 

Remarks: Team destroyed all except the concrete abutments 

of the bridge. Team also captured one PW. 
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Mission: 
Remarks : 

Mission: 

Remarks: 

Mission: 

Remarks: 

Mission: 

Remarks: 

Mission: 

Remarks: 


foreecRCT 


Roadwatch on Route 141; location: Cambodia, 

YU 404993; duration: 4-9 Nov 70. 

Team confirmed the use of the road by enemy foot 
travel. Team killed 1 NVA and 1 scout dog and 
then made contact with an enemy platoon. Team 
Was extracted without casualties. 

Roadwatch on Route 13; location: Cambodia, 

XU 2080; duration: 9-18 Nov 70. 

Team watched road for fiv^ days but observed 
no military traffic. Team made contact with 
5 NVA and a scout dog resulting in 2 NVA KIA. 

Roadwatch on Route 141; location: Cambodia, 

YV 348190; duration 15-18 Nov 70. 

Team observed two groups of five enemy each 
during the operation and initiated contact with 
the second group resulting in 3 enemy KIA and 
1 WIA. The team was then taken under fire by an 
unknown sized force resulting in one team member 
lighly wounded. 

Point reconnaissance to locate and direct 
airstrikes against a bridge and cache site; 
location: Cambodia, XU 733371; duration: 

29 Nov - 1 Dec 70. 

Team located the target and directed airstrikes 
against it resulting in 1 bridge destroyed, 

1 ammunition dump destroyed, and one POL cache 
(15 barrels) destroyed. Photo coverage was 
also obtained by the team. 

Ambush of oDportunity on Route 13; location: 
Cambodia, XV 224111; duration: 6-9 Dec 70. 

Team ambushed a motorcycle/cart resulting in 
5 NVA KIA and assorted equipment and numerous 
documents captured. 
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APPEND I L X_ 

PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES GROUP 



r— 

/tc\ The psychological studies Group (MACSOG-39) is(^ 

(TS) me psycno og _) consists of , d1rec torate and subor- 

dinate elements of fiscal /Supply, research and ^ d ^ a ° P ^ 3 ° nS * 

and special operations. The organization cl oseiy paral 1 ^ s that of 
the PSYWAR Service of the STD, ARVN and conforms to the MACSOG 
submitted in November 1970. U 


(TS) Psychological Studies Group continued its[“ ^PSYOP mission 

durina 1970. It continued to provide assistance, advice, SU PP , 
to Hi counterpart organization, the PSIB&R Service of STO. and 

also provided advice and supoort to the^ * 

the psychological operations element of the ARVN General Political 

Warfare Department (SPWD). 

(isf "^psychological operations were conducted against the 

Lao DongTartyrthe regime of the DRV (NV), the enemy military and 
political structure in the RVN (SVN), and the border areas of Laos 
and Cambodia. 


L J* 


— ~J The objectives of the program re- 

mained unchanged from 1969 and continue to be lifted due to restric- 
tions imposed as a result of theJiambing halt m November 1968. 

M } continued to ^rve as the pn- 

fer y vehicle fpr dissemination of PSYOP materials i __ 
of rVCSOG. 


U 


(-Sir ~\the nickname forP "gPWD/MACSOG coord i natedC . 

PSYOP conducted in South Jfietnam un3erMACS0G' s direct responsi. i jW. 

MACSOG coordinated and financed all^ J 
^activities and furnished advice andguidance to the ARVN GPWD, the 
originator o' all f_ Joroorams. 


L 


TOP SE C RET Li M&lS- 


TOP-SECRE T 

'1 



in 


o 


o 

IS) 


c 

cc 

e? 

o 

cc 

Cl. 


UJ 

UJ 


t 



^rrnrr 



rs* 



LO 

< 

o 

Q 

< 

O 

CC 

CD 


TOTAL PROGRAM HOURS DAILY: 20 //TOTAL PROGRAM HOURS WEEKLY: 140 
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RADIO PROGRAMING 

LFST^inder current policies, radio broadcasting continued to be 
tiip principal method of reaching and influencing the target audjences 


c 

Pro 


rogrants were characterized by relatively simple themes and shorl 
broadcast periods£l_ — Ti 

Program themes were kept current and, wherever possible i reflected 
activities on a real time basis. 

C^TThe PSYWAR Serviced IpJ^pned. wrote? directed, and 

ams Tor' tr 


r' — 

prod uced the radio programs 

Wi A _t_ _ 

1 JS 


cne raaio pruyrenu, iui >•”^ 1 —, . __ , . . 

-“1 The PSYOP Branch of the GPWD planned, wro£e, directed, and 

produc ed th e radio programs for three channels: 


--J Throughout 1970, 

it emphasized prosperity for all Vietnamese, reunification of the two 
Vietnams, and termination of foreign influences in the affairs of bo t 
Vietnams. ^ also exposed corruption, mismanagement, and inefficiency 
among norttfeFn *catore members and exploited psychological vulnerabilities 
of the oarty and state in North Vietnam. 


January, for example, f"\ ~j placed emphasis oj the -TET 
holidays and General Giap's speacrf-ffn We occasion of the 25th anni- 
versary of the VPA. General Giap's speech was picked apart, and he 
was condemned for his statements which reflected a lack of concern for 
human life, such « his statement that people are instruments of the 
revolution, f J complained that the revolution does not serve the 
peoole It waTaiso reported that TET bonuses would be paid in South 
Vietnam and criticized Hanoi for not offering the same to its people. 



1 
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'Tadvocated a pro- Soviet line and argued 


/-r st<Y~ IJdavuua icu a y« 

strongly ^a^st the *»inaot4>le of the Chinese conn-nists -.n North 

Vietnamese affairs. [ 

asM«“*sa sa^srs £Sr» 

nuclear weapons stockpiles. 


| braised 
ie“1rocl€ 


i « t 


<*rrC 


□ 




advocated dissatisfaction with the deoen- 

r.%s& t M 

Vietnam. 


<*fC 


r ^ 

-=^ r~ 

(f^tr 


J 


ZD 

"USiC ajnjl 
Rad i o ; however , 


voices^* 


""^railed those ofJ- 
— A : 


iberation 
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RADIO BROADCASTING FACILITIES 


» * ; 

(tf) MACSOG-39 continued to operate the fixed transmitter station 
at Tmi Due, 10 km outside of Saigon. The station is equipped ‘with two 
20 KW SW transmitters, and, during 1970, work was completed on the 
installation and extensive modification of a 10 KW SW transmitter. 

The new transmitter is coupled with a rotatable log periodic antenna 
designed to give a strong reliable signal throughout the South Vietnam 
target- area. 

{jsf Until 1 October 1970, « 

T However, £ .l dl1 

brpadcast^of theTffur HACS0G^9 radio stations reverted exclusively 
to I Jtransmitter facilities. 

(2) Radio studies and 'production facilities] ) ^r ere ' 

completely removed from the V0F building during 1970, but they are. 
still located in the STD compound [_ 


(jrf Studios and-f^ciliti es foi l L 

tnd are located! n 


J 


jnd are locatecT in the GPWD compound^ 


RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS 


pF5T The R&A branch of MACSOG-39 assisted and advised the Vietnamese 
PSYWAR Service Studies Section in the production of reports, processing 
of intelligence input for radio and special operations PSY0P activities, 

[and the classification and storage of this 
Some of the m0st valuable benefits provided b^R&A Branch^ 


information. 


are the Radio Reaction Reports which provide feedback about' w _ u 

PSY0P programs and operations of MACSOG-39. During October 1970, the— 1 
R&A Branch began* its transition to automatic data processing and storage 
of information available to the organization. 


SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


(JBI Operations conducted by the Special Operations Branch of MACSOG-39 
1 r r f Kt»QO arose *1 1 . f* inted Media Operations, and 


^-encompassed thre e ar eas : [ 
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TABLE X-3 


C- 


t 


MOMTH 


t 


3 


T©P-SiCREI. 


TOTAL 


Jan 

6 

10 

22 

38 

Feb 

4 

14 

25 

43 






Mar 

4 

23 

20 

47 

Apr 

10 

14 

28 

52 

May 

8 

11 

16 

35 

Jun 

32 

9 

8 

49 

Jul 

1 

6 

17 

24 

Aug 

17 

11 

28 

56 

Sep 

14 

8 

23 

45 

Oct 

25 

12 

33 

70 

Nov 

25 

16 

23 

64 

Dec 

8 

2 

5 

15 

TOTAL: 

154 

136 

248 

538 

c 


"""I 



MONTH 

TOTAL 

MONTH 

TOTAL 


Jan 

8 

Jul 

9 


Feb 

4 

Aug 

20 


Mar - 

14 

Sep 

18 


Apr 

22 

Oct 

43 


May 

2 

Nov 

27 


Jun 

7 

Dec 

15 

TOTAL: 



1 
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MONTH < 

Dec 21 34 

NOTE: This program began in December 1970. 


~1 


85 




MONTH 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 


TOTAL 

MONTH 

•TOTAL 

1375 

Apr 

- 1384 

988 

May 

340 

738 

Jun 

530 

TOTAL: 

5355 



NOTE: This insertion program terminated in Jun 70. 

"H 




7.62mm 


291 
12 

TOTAL: 303 

This insertion program terminated in Feb 70. 


82mm 

108 

60 

168 


12.7mm 
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APPENDIX XI 
RADIO STUDIES GROUP 


GENERAL 


rtf) Radio Studies Group, MACS0G-70, was responsible for coordin- 
ating the fiscal, logistical, and administrative activities of the - 
Voice of Freedom (VOF) radio station and for ensuring that VOF program 
content was in accordance with US policy. Policy guidance was the ^ 
responsibility of JUSPAO. •• 

(/) A USIA officer, with foreign service rank, directed the 
activities of MACS0G-70 during 1970. He had the dual function of 
VOF manager under Chief, MACSOG and US policy coordinator under Chief, 
North Vietnam Affairs Division, JUSPAO. Serving under the Director 
was a staff of seven military and one civilian in the subordinate 
elements of administration, programming, and engineering. 

(£) VOF continued to be a US financed, Vietnamese operated, 
psychological operations radio station, with programs directed against 
North Vietnam. It purported to be the voice of the free people of 
South Vietnam and its anti -communist broadcasts sought to help bring 
the war to a successful conclusion by: 

1. Countering the propaganda of Radio Hanoi. 

2. Informing North Vietnamese listeners about life in the 
Free World and, in particular, about life in free South Vietnam. - , 

3. Presenting accurate, timely, and factual information about 
the Vietnam conflict and other events of national or international 
importance. 

4. Providing the people of North Vietnam with a basis for 
comparing life'in North Vietnam with life in free South Vietnam. 

5. Attempting to improve North and South Vietnamese attitudes 
toward each other by selective programming. 

’ There are about twenty-five Vietnamese military and about 
two hundred ten Vietnamese civilian personnel regularly engaged in 
VOF activities (not including security personnel). A large percentage 
of these personnel are former North Vietnamese who migrated to South 
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FIGURE'S!- 1 


GROWTH OF PRODUCTION 


1 964 VIETNAMESE 

1965 VIETNAMESE 

f VIE ™ MESE 

i_ CANTONESE 

1“ VIETNAMESE 
^ b ‘ •_ CANTONESE 

i 2.107 Hrs. I 
i 3,102.5 Hrs. 1 

\ 3.706 Hrs. I 

^ f* 

1 

5 54 Hrs. 

1 5.711 Hrs. 

| ! 1.164 Hrs. 



{“ VIETNAMESE 

I 7,144 Hrs. ” 

...... J 


j CANTONESE 

1 2.196 Hrs. I 


1968 < 

; MANDARIN 

Q 122 Hrs. 



j FRENCH 

| 23.5 Hrs. 



L ENGLISH 

| 23.5 Hrs. 



r~ VIETNAMESE 

I 7.300 Hrs. 

.. : . 


| CANTONESE 

1 : 2.190 Hrs. | 


1969 < 

I * MANDARIN 

! | 730 Hrs. 



FRENCH 

j] 182.5 Hrs. 


L. ENGLISH 

0 182.5 Hrs. 

* 


r VIETNAMESE 

1 7.575 Hrs. 



.CANTONESE 

I 2.190 Hrs. | 


1970 

MANDARIN 

! | 730 Hrs. 


1 

i 

★ FRENCH 

5 45 Hrs. 


I 

_ ★ ENGLISH 

j] 45 Hrs. 



★ DISCONTINUED AS OF I MARCH 1970 ; VIETNAMESE INCREASED BY ONE 
HOUR DAILY STARTING I MARCH 1970. 
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Vietnam in 1954. They form much of the linguistic and cultural 
foundation upon which VOF programming is based. 


PROGRAMMING 


(gf VOF programming continued its high level of technical and 
artistic quality. Fifteen orginal hours of programming were pro- 
duced daily; 12 hours/day in Vietnamese, 2 hours/day in Cantonese, and 
1 hour/day in Mandarin. French and English programs were discontinued 
in March 1970, and then Vietnamese programming increased. by one hour 
at that time*. Total hours of production remained unchanged from 1969 
(Figure XI— 1 ) . 


FACILITIES 


Saigon 

[Q’f VOF studio and office space was expanded when facilities 
previously occupied by Psychological Studies Group were vacated. The 
musical library now has over 4,000 comnercial recordings and approxi- 
mately 5,400 music tapes. The political and research library has 
increased to 3,698 volumes. 


Con-Te 

Broadcasting operations continued with no major difficulties. 
Construction of a retaining wall around the island to prevent portions 
of it from being washed away began in 1970 and was approximately 80% 
completed in December. 

The 200 KW medium wave transmitter began operating with 100 KW 
output in March 1970. The American Trading Company (AMTRAC0) in Saigon 
conducted a feasibility study in August 1970 to determine if the trans- 
mitter was capable of reaching 200 KW. Study results were positive, 
and MACS0G commenced contract negotiations with AMTRAC0 to bring the 
power plant _and transmitters to full power. . 


Thanh-Lam 

(£f Broadcasting operations continued with no major problems. 
Completion of the bunker renovation project has considerably enhanced 
the security of the station. 
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Tay-Ninh 

($Y' Construction of a new 10 KW transmitter site at Tay-Ninh ended 
on 17 November 1970. Broadcasting operations began on 18 November 1970 
with 6 hours of programming each evening targeted at NVA cadre and 
troops and VC infrastructure in the Parrot's Beak and Fish Hook area 
of Cambodia. No major problems were encountered in this expansion. 


BROADCAST HOURS 


As a result of the Tay-Ninh expansion, the total VOF broadcast 
time increased to 50 hours daily at the end of 1970 as indicated below: 


BROADCAST HOURS/DAY 


j 1 M ! i Ju 

FREQUENCY 


1969 

IW 

Thanh Lam/Con-Te 

9,670 KHZ 


16 

16 

# V 

655 KHZ* 

- 

21 

21 

Thu-Duc 

9,580 KHZ 


6 

7 


7,235 KHZ 


2 

0 

Tay-Ninh 

1,360 KHZ 


_0 

_6 



TOTAL: 

45 

50 


* The medium wave programming is being transferred. to the 200 KW 
transmitter site at Con-Te as it becomes operational. 
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APPENDIX XII 


RECOVERY STUDIES DIVISION 


GENERAL 


The Recovery Studies Division is the Joint Personnel Recovery 
Center (JPRC) and continued throughout 1970 to function as the Southeast 
Asia (SEA) focal point for information and activities related to US and 
Free World Military Assistance Forces (FWMAF) missing and captured 
oersonnel rn Southeast Asia. 

(#) The JPRC acted as the staff agency and joint coordinating 
authority within MACV for post search and rescue (SAR) personnel re- 
covery operations. In this capacity, it continued to: 

1. Develop requirements for collection of intelligence and 
other data -Concerning detained and missing personnel. 

2. Coordinate and maintain liaison with US and Allied 
entities to insure maximum utilization of available resources and to 
achieve minimum reaction time for launch of rescue/recovery operations. 

• 3. Maintain complete files on missing and detained personnel. 

4. Monitor and coordinate rescue operations with participating 
agencies during planning and execution. 

5. Assist in debriefing of recovered personnel. 

6. Supervise Evasion and Escaoe Kit maintenance and develop- 

s ment. 

7. Recomnend enoloyment of Fulton Recovery System as required. 

(«f Within MACSOG, the JPRC is known as the Recovery Studies 
Division or MACS0G-80, and consequently utilized the basic MACSOG cover 
, for status. Outside Of MACSOG, the JPRC is a separate staff section 
under MACV. JPRC’s relationship with MACSOG is classified SECRET. 


RECOVERY OPERATIONS 


(-TS7 During 1970, there were 24 PW recovery operations in Southeast 
Asia in which the JPRC either planned and co-ordinated the ooeration or 
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monitored the efforts of subordinate US and ARVN commands. Eighteen of 
the recovery operations provided negative results and six of the recovery 
operations resulted in 100 ARVN/RVN PW's recovered. In addition, fifteen 
remains of US personnel were recovered by bright Light Teams or brought 
in for rewards, one evadee was recovered, and one US PW was released 
by North Vietnam. 

1. The evadee was 1LT Larry D. Parsons USMCR; he evaded for 
19 days after surviving a helicopter crash and was recovered after SAR 
efforts terminated. 


2. The US PW released by North Vietnam Wd’s SGT Jon M. Sweeney, 
USMC, who was flown from Hanoi to Sweden upon release. 

Ih-country PW recovery operations were the responsibility of 
the respective Mil itary Region Tactical Zone commander. COMUSMACV 
OPlAN <-201, nicknamed SRIGHT LIGHT, provides guidance for local commanders 
in planning PW recovery operations. It was written by JPRC and published 
on 22 October 1970. 


(•*5") Out-of-country recovery operations required coordination at 
the highest military, government and diplomatic levels. 

1. Cambodian operations are coordinated by COMUSMACV with the 
JCS, CINCPAC, American Embassy (AMEMB) Saigon, and AMEMB Phnom Penh. 
CINCPAC Msg DTG 060647Z Nov 70 authorized the use of US led recovery 
forces and US air assets for PW recovery operations in Cambodia until 
1 May 1971 wnh the direct approval of COMUSMACV. The only PW related 
operations in Cambodia in 1970 were reconnaissance teams and photography 
missions targeted against suspected PW camp locations. Precise results 
were not obtained from the reconnaissance teams and operational planning 
■ f ° r r escue attempts in Cambodia continues into 1971. 


2. "o conduct recovery operations in Laos, JPRC is required 
to coordinate with American Embassy Vietiane and CINC D AC due to a 
special Joint v emorandum of Agreement of November 1069 Recovery 

'an' 55 lr MACS ° G BRIGHT LIGHT Teams wit A in the MCSOG'area of operation 

' j . «J There were no JPRC operations 

conducted in Laos in 1970. 


3. Jo o-PRC sponsored operations have been authorized or 
attempted in North Vietnam since the bombing halt of 1968. JPRC was 
neither consulted nor advised about the 21 November PW recovery 
opsrat’on conducted against the Son Tav Prison Camp, approximately 
20 miles west of Hanoi. The operation was planned in the United States 

■ai;u CO u *u ec w ' th °* r sonnel selected from forces outside South Vietnam. 
Although t h e operation was executed with precision, the attempted 

recovery was unsuccessful because there were no prisoners in the camp. 


S— XI 1-2 

I I | >LT 


TOP SD5 RE T- 


(2&T An example of a successfully coordinated PW recovery was an 
operation conducted by US Navy SEALs on 22 August 1970 in the vicinity 
of Vi Thanh. Information concerning a VC PW camp was received by the 
SEALs at approximately 1800H 21 August 1970 from an escapee. Coordina- 
tion was immediately effected with the Province Headquarters for support 
to include: gunfire support from a US destroyer; bombing support from the 
Australian Air Force B-57's; gunships and RF/PF forces. The ground 
units were inserted along a beach line to the east of the reported 
camp at 0910H 22 August 1970. The B-57‘s bombed to the south. Rocket 
and minigun fire was applied north and west of camp. Naval gunfire 
and gunships were directed to the south of the camp when it was dis- 
covered that the VC camp personnel and PW's wereJbeing evacuated to 
the south. The intent was to apply sufficient pressure so that the 
VC guards would abandon the PW’s. The operation was successful and — ** 
resulted in the recovery oF 28 ARVN. There were no friendly casualties 
and three VC were KIA. No US PWs had been in this camp. The success 
of the operation is attributable primarily, to the quick reaction and 
coordination effected between all commands. 

A brief synopsis of the JPRC missions conducted during 1970 
follows: (..Figure XII-1 indicates the mission locations within SEA; 

locations correspond to mission number below.) 


MISSION DATE UNIT 

1. BS 540040 17 Feb 4th Inf Div 

2. AT 997005 22 Feb Americal Div 

3. XS 625127 22 Feb 3rd Bn, 

9th Inf Div 


RESULTS 


Operation conducted; area found 
to be probable base camp with no 
evidence of PW facilities. 

Operation conducted; buildings 
located but no evidence indicating 
PWs were held there. ~~ 

Operation conducted; negative 
results. 


AT 935087 22 Feb 5/5 ARVN 


PW camp located; 3 ARVN PWs 
recovered, no US PWs in camp. 


5. AT 839090 29 May XXIV Corps and 

Americal Div 


Ground reconaissance teams were 
inserted with Exploitation Company 
backup; negative results 


6. XR 810950 30 May IV CTZ Navy 

SEALs 


SEAL team inserted; negative result's. 


7. WT 905776 18 May S0G RT RT inserted and located bunker 

complex; however, it had been 
vacated and there were no signs 
o f D Ws in the area. 
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MISSION 

DATE 

UNIT 

RESULTS 

8. AT 987508 

26 May 

3d Bn, 

7th Marines 

Negative results. 

9. XR 305370 

16 Jul 

Navy SEAL Team 

Operation conducted; one VN 
recovered. 

10. YU 042525 

20 Jul 

SOG EARTH 
ANGEL/RT 

Reconnaissance made; negative 
results. 

11. YU 055480 

31 Jul 

SOG EARTH 
ANGEL/RT 

RT was shot out of target area. 

12. XR 770880 

31 Jul 

SEAL Team and 
7/lst Cav 

Operation conducted; negative 
results. 

13. AT 839090 

1 Aug 

SOG RT 

Reconnaissance teams inserted; 
negative results. 

Id. WR 905836 

18 Aug 

44th ARVN 
Rangers 

Operation conducted; negative 
resul ts . 

15. WR 440928 

22 Aug 

Navy SEALS 

Operation conducted; 28 ARVN 
recovered, no US were in the camp.* 

16. BN 445823 

27 Aug 

I FFV 

RT inserted; operation terminated 
as no PW camp or PWs were located. 

17. WR 916725 

5 Sep 

Navy SEALS 

Operation conducted; 1 VN liberated. 

18. XT 7929 

15 Sep 

11th ACR 
w/2 RF 
Companies 
SuDPOrti ng 

6 US PWs reoorted; operation conducted 
with negative results. 

19; XT 808371 

19 See 

Uth ACR 
w/RF forces 

4 US PWs reported; operation conducted 
with negative results. 

20. XU 2818 

3- Oct 

SOG RT 

RT inserted; negative results. 

21. Y'j 095364 

19 Oct 

SOG PIKE HILL 
Team 

RT was inserted; found sympathizer 
who had seen US PWs. Further intel- 
ligence was sought with negative - 
results. 

22. VQ 880632 

22 Nov 

Navy SEALS 

Operation conducted; 19 ARVN PWs 
liberated. 
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MISSION PATE UNIT 

23. YT 386556 9 Nov 1st ACD 


RESULTS 

2 US PWs reported; operation conducted 
with negative results. 


24. XR 7073 17 Dec 247th and Operation conducted; 39 VN PWs 

342nd RF Co liberated, 13 VC KIA, 2 VC KBA, 

2 VC captured. 

W In addition to actual recovery operations conducted during 1970, 
the JPRC became involved in negotiations for the return of several US 
PWs by ransoming them from the enemy. To date, these efforts have met 
with negative results. The possibility of fabrication by low level 
contracts does exist; however, negotiations are continuing with the 
hoDe that concrete evidence will be Droduced. 

Results for JPRC „ .nsored programs follow: 


Free World PWs Recovered 

Vietnamese p Ws Recovered 

Free World Evadees Recovered 

Remai ns Recovered 

Rewards Paid 

Leaflets Dropped 

Free World PWs Released 

f 


1970 CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

0 9 


90 

483 

1 

10 

15 

88 

$1,990.00 

$12,149.00 

56 mil lion 

224 million 

1 

1 

62 




PROBLEM AREAS/LESSONS LEARNED 


Problems 'continued in several areas including rapid receipt, reaction 
to, and analysis of PW information reports and determination of source 
validity. Receipt of PW information became somewhat more timely following 
the increased emphasis placed on the JPRC briefing program. Periodic JPRC 
briefings were conducted throughout Southeast Asia to insure that all 
commands were cognizant to the mission, organization, function, and 
requirements of JPRC. In addition, briefings were given at the 525th MI 
Group orientation course on a bi-month 1 y basis. 
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{Sff Intelligence collectors and all major commands were made aware 
of the JPRC SICR (D-7CX-49018) which replaced SICR (I-CX-2000) on 
20 July 1970. This SICR outlines specific Essential Elements of 
Information required by JPRC and required all major commands, down to 
division level (or equivalent), to furnish a JPRC contact officer. 

These contact officers became responsible for forwarding to the JPRC 
any and all PW related information that originated at their echelon. 

(Sf Reaction times in planning and conducting a PW recovery 
operation continued to present problems. Planning usually began with 
the evaluation of a single PW information report or with the comparison 
of two or more recent PW information reports. However, obtaining 
current and accurate information on PW camp location continued to be 
a major problem, since the enemy constantly moved his camps to preclude 
compromise. COMUSMACV OPLAN J201, BRIGHT LIGHT, should help shorten 
reaction times by placing more initiative on field commanders. 

l&f Source validity presented an ever increasing problem to the 
JPRC. In the past year, numerous sources offered information on US 
PWs. Unfortunately, very little information proved useful in the 
planning of.^PW recovery operations. Some information was valid but 
was up to five years old; other information was completely fabricated 
in hopes of obtaining a monetary reward. 

(*f In 1970, the primary sources of information on the treatment 
of US Pws came from captured documents, and ralliers who had contact 
with US PWs. Again, the information usually was not current and in 
some cases may have been fabricated. 


REWARD PROGRAM 


The program for immediate monetary rewards to indigenous 
civilians who helped US captured or missing personnel return to 
friendly control, provided information, returned equipment or other 
evidence which revealed the status of US personnel, or returned 
remains of US personnel was continued. A total of $1,690.00 was 
paid for returning remains or supplying information leading to the 
return of seven deceased US personnel, and $300.00 wa-s paid for aiding 
evadees or accompanying recovery forces on PW recovery operations. 

J^T^JPRC briefings, leaflets, and other PSYOPS media continued to 
be used to apprise the target audience of the reward program. Approx- 
imately fifty-six million leaflets were dropped over South Vietnam and 
Cambodia in 1970 to advertise the rewards program. Additionally, a 
new series of reward leaflets were designed and approved for use in 
Laos. These leaflets are printed in two languages, Lao and Vietnamese 
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(northern dialetic) as well as in "pointee-talkee" picture for non 
readers. This new program was coordinated and approved by the AMEMB 
Vientiane, Laos, and the first leaflets were scheduled to be dropped 
in Laos in early 1971. The monetary rewards to be paid are approximately 
half of those paid in South Vietnam, corresponding to the desires of 
the Royal Laotian Government. 

(# f A JPRC proposal to issue a plastic reward card to all military 
personnel in Southeast Asia is presently being staffed through MACV 
command elements and major service component commands. This card would 
provide the same aid to all military personnel that the “blood chit" 
provides aviators. The card will list those rewards approved under 
the JPRC Reward Program. 

(U) The following monetary rewards were authorized to indigenous 
civilians who helped US POWs or MIAs during 1970: 


1. S5,000 US - For Returning US personnel to FW Forces Control . 

2. S500 US - For Information Leading to the Return of US 

Personnel to FW Forces Control . 

3 . $400 US - For Return of a Body to FW Forces Control . 

4. $150 US - For Authenticated Information on Status or 

Location. 


PRISONER OF WAR REPATRIATION PLAN 


CSI COMUSMACV OP LAN J190 (EGRESS RECAP), dated 13 January 1970, 
was developed by JPRC and delineated the procedures to be followed in 
the reception, processing, and evacuation of recovered US prisoners 
of war. In addition, it provided guidance to US military forces in 
Vietnam concerning their responsibilities during the repatriation of 
GVN/fw Dersonnel and third country nationals. The JPRC v/as tasked to 
monitor debriefings to insure MACV and higher HO were appraised of 
information pertaining to the status of PWs who remained in enemy 
custody, and to maintain current PW/MIA dossiers. 

PW/MIA statistics for SEA follow: 


1 . Captured Personnel 


1970 CUMULATIVE TOTAL 


US Military 


3 


470 


US Civilians 


0 


34 
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Captured Personnel 1970 

3rd National Military 0 

3rd National Civilians 0 

TOTALS: 3 

2 . Missing Personnel 1970 

US Military 124 

US Civilians Z 

3rd Rational Military 2 

3rd National Civilians 5 

TOTALS: 133 


CUMULATIVE TOTfll 
1 

6 

'511 

CUMULATIVE T 0 TA 1 
1,128 


8 

6 

9 

1,151 


EVASION AND ESCAPE PROGRAM 


Code Letters 

backS^J^n f R E C S T T en 5 1y . publishes a yearly listing of primary and 
anf?s nJti^fn ? ynb °] s . t ? be “ sed b y aircrew members in a downed status 
nrptlrc f 2 1 "mediately of any code symbol sighting. Photo inter- 
preters throughout Southeast Asia were made aware of this program and 

oVsS* ir- the alert f T poss<b,e «* «*•!** ^umerous^ possible 
2 sightings were made during 1970. However, on further 

™ r 93t10n V1sua1 reconnaissance and aerial photography, the 
sightings proved negative. J 

C 8 ^ Beginning in October 1970, a new set of E&E code symbols 

Thesfnew s^mbolsf USl ’ V USed letterS ° f th * alphabet ( pi 9 ure XII- 2 ). 

make them unique to the E&E program. Previously, regular letters 

lettli\r^k d diif 0f a ? bigui1 * because other organizations also used 
different ground areas. This resulted in confusion 

E&E status ° r 00 3 519 ^ l6tter had beenjnade b y someone in an 


Evasion and Escape/Survival Kits 

™K P ?^ maintains EiE survival k its with low and high speed delivery 
capability at Nakhom Phanom, Thailand and Da Nang, RVN. In addition^ 
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* 

"Expedite Kits" are maintained at: Da Nang, Kontum, Ban Me Thout, and 

Bien Hoa in SVN; Nakhom Phanom, in Thailand. 

CST The "Expedite Kit" was developed by JPRC in July 1970 for 
immediate deployment on probable code letter sightings by Forward Air 
Controllers. The component parts list for the E&E Kit offers complete 
E&E aids such as radio, food and water, weapon and anmunition, clothing, 
signal devices, and medical supplies; whereas, the "Expedite Kit" 
contains the primary aids of radio, food and water, and signaling 
devices. The JPRC will continue to monitor E&E code letter sightings 
and determine the feasibility of E&E kit deployment on a case-by-case 
basis. 


Aircrew Briefings 

JPRC representatives continued to present briefings on the JPRC 
mission, organization, and personnel recovery capabilities to aircrew 
members of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, and E&E personnel in Southeast 
Asia. In addition, several live demonstrations of the Fulton Recovery 
System (Skyhook) were made in the Republic of Vietnam, Thailand, and 
the Philippines. 
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E a E CODE SYMBOLS 

(OCTOBER 1970— SEPTEMBER 1971) 


MONTH 

E8E 

CODE 

SYMBOL IDENTIFIER 

OCTOBER 

~~~ - 


2. NOVEMBER 

3. DECEMBER 

4. JANUARY 

5. FEBRUARY 

6. MARCH 

7. APRIL 

8. MAY 

9. JUNE 

10. JULY 

I I . AUGUST 
12. SEPTEMBER 


BACK UP 


UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS PAGE NOT USED 
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APPENDIX XIII 
TRAINING STUDIES GROUP 


GENERAL 


The Training Studies Group, MACSOG-38, continued to administer 
MACSOG training programs and to advise and assistjts STD counterpart 
organization, the Airborne Operations Training Center. Improvement and 
Modernization { I&M) as well as increased requirements for MACSOG operations* 
required expansion of the group's operational and training activities. ~ 
Training courses involving combat exercises were expanded to include 
exploitation company training. This automatically increased the number 
of combat operations and associated command, control, and support 
requirements. 

ig) Instruction was conducted at Camp Long Thanh (CLT), which is the 
MACSOG designation for the training facilities. The ARVN designation is 
Airborne Operations Training Center, Camp Quyet Thang. The camp is lo- 
cated approximately 15 miles east of Saigon and utilizes the following 
cover story: 

"Camp Quyet Thang is an Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(ARVN) Training Center operated by the Joint General Staff 
to train selected military and paramilitary units and/or 
individuals in counterinsurgency operations to include 
parachute and helicopter infiltration into remote unprepared 
areas, demolitions, booby-trap and ambush techniques, sur- 
vival, and psychological operations against Viet Cong base 
areas and lines of communication within their areas of 
responsibility." 

(#f Combat operations were conducted as part of the training curric- 
ulum in three operational areas in MR III. These areas are designated War 
Zone "D" located approximately 25 miles north of CLT, SILVER WING located 
approximately 20 -miles southeast of CLT, and SIGMA, located approximately 
30 miles east of CLT. Night combat parachute jumps were made on an individ- 
ually required basis in War Zone "D". The drop zones, designated SALLY and 
ALICE are located in the inmediate vicinity of CLT and were used to support 
normal airborne training. (Figure XIII— 1 ) 


Toracn e p 

ORGANIZATION 


(-TST MACSOG-38 consisted of Detachment B-53 (Special Operations 
Augmentation), 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces 
with an authorized strength of eight officers and 28 enlisted men. 

Two additional instructors who are combat experienced in cross-border 
operations were assigned by each C&C detachment for approximately four 
months attached duty. One combat experienced training officer was also 
attached on the same basis. 

(■S') Until October 1970, MACS0Gr38 was directly subordinate to 
Chief, MACSOG. On 23 Oct 70, the corranand relationship was realigned, 
and MACSOG-38 was placed under the operational control of the Director, ^ 
Operations and Training Division (MACS0G-30). 

(#) Since CLT is nominally ARVN and is an excluded area, the 
detachment maintains a post engineer (for R&U, construction, electri- 
cal power, sewage lines, etc), a post transportation (maintaining 33 
vehicles varying from road graders and earth moving equipment to Is ton 
trucks), and. v a civilian work force of 153 authorized personnel (involving 
an average monthly payroll of approximately 2,100,000 $VN). 


CONSTRUCTION 


tsf Thirteen construction projects were carried out by the 
detachment engineer section at an estimated cost of $18,500. This 
included the hiring of properly cleared laborers, their pay, housing 
and mess, and the production of cement building blocks in the CLT 
brick factory. 


TRAINING PROGRAMS 


Mobile Training Teams 


Mobile Training Teams (MTT) are composed of CLT personnel and 
utilized to present special on-site instruction in new subjects, selected 
areas of resident courses, or refresher training in specific subjects. 


Isolation Compound 


C#f An inner isolation compound inside CLT is administered and 
supported by MACSOG-38 for MACSOG- 36. This compound is self-sufficient. 
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and agent personnel never leave the compound except for combat training 
or launching. It houses and trains BORDEN EARTH ANGEL, and PIKE 
HILL personnel, and serves as the launching and recovery isolation area 
for these personnel. 


Exploitation Forces 

In support of MACSOG Letter of Instruction, dated 2 Oct 70, 

CLT designed and conducted a three week program supporting the imple- 
mentation of the "Improvement and Modernization" of the two Exploitation 
Force (EF) companies assigned to each C&C. This was a US JCS priority 
action. The concept of execution at CLT was in three stages: 

1. Seven days training at CLT for designated new ARVN leaders 
concurrent with C&C conducted training of the respective EF unit at the 
C&C. 


2. Arrival of the EF unit and its US personnel, and a change 
of command ceremony, followed by seven days of platoon level training 
at CLT. k 

3. Four days of platoon level combat operations in the SIGMA 
AO. 

M The program began on 8 November 1970 with the training of the 
first EF company's ARVN leaders. The first change of command took place 
on 16 November, and the sixth and final company on 21 December 1970. The 
final EF company returned from the SIGMA AO on 31 December 1970. Reports 
were provided throughout this initial conversion effort in order that the 
ARVN capability and performance could be compared with future STD Improve 
ment and .Modernization programs. Following this training at CLT, sixty 
day platoon and tnirty day company training phases began at the C&Cs. 


Reconnaissance Team Leader Training 

±2) US Amy Institute for Military Assistance, Fort Bragg, N.C. 
instituted a reconnaissance team (RT) leaders course; however, all 
personnel utilized in MACSOG proarams are still required to attend 
the regular CLT USRT course because the course provides the following 
essential features: 

1. Vietnam terrain appreciation and' familiarization. 

2. Familiarization with the varying weather conditions 
unique to this theater of operation. 
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3. Individual acclimatization concurrent with a progressive 
training program. 

4. Thorough qrounding in MACSOG and theater SOPs throughout 
the training process. 

5. Habitual training with actual mission equipment, many 
items of which are not available elsewhere. 

6. Continual application of lessons learned concerning the 
enemy through combat experienced instructors and team monitors. 

7. A thorough and individual evaluation concerning RT potential 
for each student. 

8. Combat operation graduation exercise. 


CIDG Teams (BRIGHT LIGHT) 

C CLT trained and maintained two squads of assigned CIDG personnel, 
nominally AS led, for securing and/or rescuing downed aircraft and person- 
nel engaged in CLT operations. They were also used as a reserve force for 
any CLT element overengaged in a combat operation. A recurring training 
program was developed and carried out for these specially selected teams. 


US Prisoner Recovery Team 

l%f CLT developed a training program and organization for a US-led 
PW Recovery Team for use in recovering US or designated allied personnel 
from in-country PW confines. 


Training Support 

(•£/ Army and Air Force assets were required for most of the resident 
courses of instruction. Desired air support for CLT courses during 1970 
was computed in aircraft (A/C) days. An A/C day is one plane/helicopter 
with five hours.. flying time and nine hours on station. 


COURSE 
US/VN RT - 
US/VN PW 


A/C 

UH1D & UH1B 
UH1D & UH1B 


NUMBER OF A/C DAYS 
REQUIRED PER CLASS 

32 

32 


TOTAL DAYS 
REQUIRED 

800 

256 




NUMBER OF A/C DAYS 

TOTAL DAYS 

COURSE 

A/C 

REQUIRED PER CLASS 

REQUIRED 

VN BAC 

C-123 & C-130 

3 

15 

STRATA 

UH10 & UH1B 

32 

96 

AR 

C-123 & C-130 

3 

27 

AT 

UH1D, C-123 & C-130 

Varies 

15 


TOTAL: 

102 

1,209 




CLT received the following 
operations during CY 1970: 


air support for training/ combat 


TYPE A/C 


TOTAL A/C DAYS 
PROVIDED/REQUIRED 


UH1H (SLICK), UH1B & AH1G 759/800 

0 V 

0V2 17/17 

C-130 & C— 123 48/57 

TOTAL: 824/874 


{sf Shortfalls were due to steadily decreasing MACSOG air assets 
in the 4th quarter. 


Courses of Instruction 

(gf Additional courses of instruction Were designed to meet 
increased demands for US and Vietnamese trained personnel. The 
following courses were added to the curriculum during 1970: 

1. Airborne Refresher (AR). To train operational teams in 
airborne infiltration under combat conditions. Teams undergoing 
training have been assigned a mission which requires special refresher 
training. Training is climaxed with a night combat jump into heavily 
forrested areas of D Zone. 

2. " Advance Airborne Techniques (AT) . To train US and Viet- 
namese personnel in high altitude, low opening (HALO) parachute in- 
sertion techniques and operations. This instruction was conducted by 
•■ITTs on an as required basis during 1970. The instruction will be 
conducted as part of the CLT resident curriculum in 1971. 
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3. Hand-Held Low Level Photography (US LLP). To train 
personnel in hand-held photography techniques to be utilized from low 
flying aircraft. Low-level, hand-held airborne photography is utilized 
to gather intelligence. 

4. 'JS/VN Prisoner Capture (US PW/VN PW). To train Dersonnel 
in the techniques of successful prisoner capture. Course of instruction 
includes an actual combat operation. 


TRAINING STATISTICS 

CLT GRADUATES 


t Si During 1970, over 2,500 personnel graduated from the courses 
conducted at CLT, as compared to 1,835 in 1969 and 353 in 1968. 


COURSE 

9 V 

1st Otr 

2d Otr 

3d Otr 

4th Otr 

TOTAL 

STRATA 

44 

0 

0 

8 

52 

VN BAC 

50 

42 

52 

66 

210 

US RT 

86 

61 

79 

45 

271 

VN RT 

57 

55 

28 

50 

190 

AR 

111 

82 

47 

46 

286 

AT 

0 

0 

10 

0 

10 

VN COMMO 

0 

21 

17 

0 

38 

CIDG BCT 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

US DEMO 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

VN DEMO 

* 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SCU BCT 

237 

74 

100 

0 

411 

VN MEDIC- 

0 

35 

7 

8 

50 

US EF 

10 

0 

0 

0 

10 

US COVEY 

17 

0 

0 

0 

17 

VH COVEY 

9 

5 

0 

0 

14 


SE CR ET 


COURSE 

1st Qtr 

2d Qtr 

3d Qtr 

4th Qtr 

TOTAL 

US LLP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

US PW 

0 

46 

20 

0 

66 

VN PW 

25 

25 

34 

35 

.119 

VN EF 

0 

0 

0 

789 

789 

TOTAL: 

646 

446 

394 

1,047 

2,535 


MTTs 

(#f An additional 408 oersons were instructed by MTTs at the C&C's 


MTT 

SUBJECT US 

TRAINEES VN 

& SCU TRAINEES 

CLT MAN DAYS OF 
EFFORT IN THE MTT 

1-70 

Demo,. 

80 


103 


10 days 

2-70 

Wire Tao 
Comsec 

45 


42 


8 days 

2-70 

Comsec 
Wire Tao 

20 


58 


3 days 

3-70 

PW 

12 


48 


7 days 

TOTAL INSTRUCTED: 

157 


251 



Airborne Proficiency 






CLT conducted the following 
maintain the airborne oroficiency of 

airborne operations designed to 
MACSOG/STD personnel . 

DATE 

ACFT 

*US 

fVN 

TOTAL 

NOTES: 

17 Jan 

C-123 

13 

24 

37 



7 Feb 

C-130 

21 

26 

47 



10 Mar 

-C-123 

16 

36 

52 



28 Mar 

C-123 

11 

39 

50 



11 Apr 

C-130 

14 

44 

58 

One In.iurv (VN) 
(Broken Leg) 
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DATE ACFT 

#US 

#VN 

TOTAL 

NOTES: 

1 May C-130 

31 

106 

137 


4 May C-130 

14 

74 

88 


23 May UH-1H 

12 

32 

44 


27 May UH-1H 

17 

43 

60 


9 Jun C-123 

17 

45 

62 


27 Jun UH-1H 

23 

39 

62 


11 Jul ' C-123 

15 

23 

38 


18 Jul C-123 

18 

22 

40 


28 Aug C-123 

36 

50 

86 

One Fatality (V! 

13 Sep " v UH-1H 

43 

10 

53 

(Broken Neck) 

24 Oct C-123 

23 

3 

26 


25 Mov UH-1D 

37 

28 

65 


30 Nov UH-1D 

40 

27 

67 

One Injury (VN) 

13 Dec C-123 

16 

0 

16 

(Broken Hip) 

TOTALS: 

417 

671 

1,088 


Exploitation Forces 

EF training was 

conducted as 

scheduled. 

however, initial 

planning was based on ARVN ability to 

provide 20 

leaders for each 

EF company to replace USSF personnel. 

CSC CLT TNG DATES i 

WEEK ONE 

(\RVN CADRE TRAINED 

CCS 8 

Nov - 

28 Nov 

EF 1-70 - 

17 

CCC 15 

Nov - 

5 Dec 

EF 2-70 - 

14 

CCS 22 

Nov - 

12 Dec 

EF 3-70 - 

11 

CCN 29 

Nov - 

19 Dec 

EF 4-70 - 

10 


B— XI I 1—9 



WEEK ONE 


C&C 

CLT TNG DATES 

ARVN CADRE TRAINED 

CCC 

6 Dec - 26 Dec 

EF 5-70 - 17 

CCN 

13 Dec - 2 Jan 71 

EF 6-70 - 16 



TOTAL: 85 SHORTFALL: 


Combat Operations 

4CB* 

LSI During 1970, combat operations conducted in conjunction with 
training courses involved 462 combat days. A combat day is defined 
as one element on one combat operation for one day. 

US Team or detachment Combat Days: 165 

VN Team or detachment Combat Days: 212 

US Platoon Combat Days: 4 

VN Platoon Combat Days: 81 

TOTAL CY 70: 


462 


■TOP S£ €RCT LIMDIS 

APPENDIX XIV 
AIR STUDIES GROUP 


GENERAL 


CTS 1 ) Air Studies Group, MACSOG-75, continued to provide the 
necessary air assets* required by MACSOG and other agencies in con- 
ducting clandestine air operations in support of Unconventional war- 
fare operations in Southeast Asia. 

On 28 October 1967, a 7th Air Force/MACSOG Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed by the Chief of Staff, 7th Air Force and 
Chief, SOG which created the position of the Deputy Commander for 
Special Air Operations (DCSO) under the Commander, 14th Special 
Operations Wing. In MACSOG, the position of DCSO is Director, Air 
Studies Group. Three special Air Force operating units, each employ- 
ing specially modified aircraft were assigned: First Flight Detachment 

and the 15th and 20th Special Operations Squadrons. The 15th Special 
Operations Squadron was redesignated the 90th Special Operations 
Squadron on 31 October 1970. 

Specific operational directives and guidelines were established . 
in a subsequent 7th Air Force/MACSOG Memorandum of Agreement, dated 
1 September 1968. Under this Joint Service Agreement, the Director, 

Air Studies Group was tasked to provide direct supervision and opera- 
tional control of his assigned Air Force assets supporting MACSOG 
activities. The agreement also assigned a staff agency, MACSOG-32, 
to schedule and task First Flight Detachment and 90th Special Operations 
Squadron fixed wing air assets and a specified number of 20th Soecial 
Operations Squadron helicopter air assets, as necessary, to suooort 
MACSOG. 

Urf To further define and delineate command and control respon- 
sibilities of the Director, Air Studies Group, a change to the Memoran- 
dum of Agreement was issued on 12 December 1970 which placed the 
DCSO directly under the Commander, 7th Air Force. The DCSO became 
responsible directly to 7th Air Force Headquarters for supervision 
of personnel, flying safety, mission accomplishment, and other areas 
not under administrative or logistic support. ' Conmander, 14th Special _ 
Operations - Wing at Phan Rang AB, RVN was still responsible to 7th. 

Air Force Headquarters for providing administrative and logistics 
support to the Director, Air Studies Group. 

The new structure for command and control relationships 
with higher headquarters and subordinate units is shown in Figure XIV-1. 
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FIGURE xm-l 


AIR STUDIES GROUP — COMMAND AND CONTROL 



FORMALLY !5tti SOS 









FIRST FLIGHT DETACHMENT 


General 

First Flight Detachment is located at Da Nang and consists 
of four specially-configured C-123K's, nicknamed HEAVY HOOK. 


Operations 


Combat Missions 


(W During 1970, combat missions were flown in Laos or Cambodia 
and were limited to: 

1. * Aerial delivery of agents and agent teams in Laos. 

2. PSYOPS Leaflet drops in Laos. 

3. Aerial resupply missions in Cambodia. 

4. Rehearsal drop missions within South Vietnam for teams 
scheduled for insertion. 

(JCSt" Drop missions in Laos were flown by American crews due to 
diplomatic agreements between the Governments of Laos and the Republic 
of China preventing Chinese crews from flying tactical missions in 
that country. Both Chinese and American crews flew missions in Cambodia. 
Additionally, during May and June of 1970, the Chinese Air Force (CAF) 
crews were tasked with aerial resupply in Cambodia. 

{&T One highly classified 7th AF project was nicknamed CHINESE 
LADY, required one C-123 to be equipped with a special type radio 
beacon. Calibration flights were completed in March, and the aircraft 
remains equipped* with the beacon to resume operations at any time. 

Program objectives are unknown. 

tTS) Twenty-seven combat missions were completed successfully 
and there were no mission aborts as indicated in Table XIV-1 
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TABLE XIV-1 

1970 C-123K COMBAT MISSION SUMMARY 


MONTH 

AGENT 

DROPS 

PSYOPS 

RESUPPLY /TEAM DROP TNG 



SCHED 

COMP 

SCHED 

COMP 

SCHED 

COMP 


JAN 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 


FEB 

1 

1 

0 

0 

o- 

0 


MAR 

X 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 


APR 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


MAY 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 


JUN 

0 
t V 

0 

0 

0 

11 

11 


JUL 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


AUG 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• 

SEP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 


OCT 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


NOV 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


DEC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 


TOTALS 

3 

3 

3 

3 

21 

21 



Support Missions • 

CST The amount of cargo, number of passengers, number of sorties 
and -Hying hours flown during 1970 increased significantly in comparison 
to 1968 and 1969. This is partially explained 'by the increase in number - 
of oossesseB aircraft throughout the year and by the high in-contnission 
rate throughout the first eleven months of 1970. One aircraft was usually 
in phase maintenance inspection at Taipei, however on a few occasions 
there were fou^ - aircraft on station, ^abl e XIV-2 is a statistical 
summary of support missions. 
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TABLE XIV-2 

1970 C-123K SUPPORT MISSION SUMMARY 


MONTH 

CARGO (lbs) 

PASSENGERS 

SORTIES 

HOURS 

JAN 

212,564 

2,665 

280 

315.5 

FEB 

275,597 

1,530 

296 

305.9 

MAR 

303,778 

1,703 

273 

321.6 

APR 

234,016 

1,431 

261 

306.0 

MAY 

285,538 

1,603 

285 

321.4 

JUN 

402,084 

1,827 

293 

322.8 

JUL 

296,374 

1,677 

308 

313.0 

AUG 

225,011 

2,561 

313 

319.1 

SEP 

343,723 

2,329 

323 

328.3 

OCT 

245,001 

2,229 

300 

317.7 

NOV 

304,080 

2,758 

276 

303.5 

DEC 

130,931 

1,747 

212 

274.6 

TOTALS 

3,258,697 

22,460 

3,420 

3, 749. A 


Training 

There were a few new Chinese aircrew members introduced into 
the C-123 program, including some who had previously been assigned to 
First Flight. *It is noteworthy that the Chinese aircrew members are 
among the most highly qualified in the CAF and they a-re very experi- 
enced in the tyoe of flying conducted by this unit. Language diffi- 
culty is the greatest problem encountered during flying activities 
and mission accomplishment, therefore special attention must be oiven 
to mission preparation and planning. 

Due to the limited number of combat missions and training 
missions which are flown by Chinese crews in Vietnam, provisions were 
made for flying training sessions at Hsin-Chu A/D, Taiwan. This train 
ing was devoted to maintaining the CAF crews' tactical proficiency and 
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was scheduled in conjunction with aircraft inputs to China Air Lines 
for phase maintenance. Day and night training missions included 
pilot transition, low level navigation, air drop training and ECM 
training. This training was successful in maintaining the tactical 
proficiency as well as overall flight proficiency for the crews at 
Hsin-Chu who previously had not flown for 50-60 day periods. 

.fsT A continuing problem is an adequate and comprehensive ECM 
training program. Availability of fighters for Airborne Interceptor 
(AI) training is the main problem. Coordination with the Taiwan Air 
Defense Command was one avenue which was pursued to obtain one fighter 
intercept mission in December, and appears to be the best opportunity 
for continued AI training. Some AAA fire control Tadar training is 
available near CCK A/D, Taiwan, and is used on a continuing basis. 

There were 193.1 hours of training accomplished with 142 
sorties at Hsin-Chu- during 1970. 


Safety 

Flying safety suffered a setback on 21 December 1970 when 
First Flight experienced an accident during takeoff from Tan Son Nhut 
AB, RVN, causing damage to both wings. The cause was wake turbulence 
left by a jet transport taking-off prior to the C-123 taking the 
active runway. Wind conditions held the trubulence on the runway 
longer than would normally be expected. The fact that only minor damage 
was sustained by the First Flight aircraft is a credit to the skill 
of the aircrew. 

C&f' One aircraft experienced small arms hits in the right wing 
while on an approach to one of the forward ooerating locations ( FOL ) . 

■No injuries or complications were encountered. 


SucDort c unctions 


Maintenance 

C&f There were two Time Compliance Technical Order (TCTO) proorams 
which had a major impact on the overall Operational Readiness rate. 

The first was a series of TCTO’s concerning the' flap hinge brackets. 
This was due to a 315tH Air Division C-123K crash which was caused by 
failure of one bracket. The other major TCTO effort involved the 
inspection of the vertical and horizontal stabilizers attach-point 
fittings. 



'SE CRET * 

C8f Light phase inspections (Phases 1, 2, 4 and 5) were conducted 
at Nha Trang AB by First Flight maintenance personnel, and heavy phase 
inspections (Phases 3 and 6) were conducted at Taipei by China Air 
Lines. This has resulted in significant savings to the government and 
aligns First p light with the standard USAF phase concept. One air- 
craft was usually in Taipei undergoing maintenance at all times. Mainte 
nance status during the year is indicated in Table XIV-3. 

TABLE XIV-3 

C-123K MAINTENANCE STAfUS 


MONTH 

AIRCRAFT 
POSSESSED (1) 

PERCENT 

OPERATIONALLY 

READY 

PERCENT 
NORM (2) 

PERCENT 
NORSG (3) 

JAN 

3.29 

89.20 

10.80 

00.00 

FEB 

3.10 

88.79 

9.79 

01.42 

MAR 

3.32 

85.88 

13.33 

00.79 

APR 

3.29 

86.30 

13.70 

00.00 . 

MAY 

3.10 

87.33 

11.60 

01.07 

JUN 

3.33 

87.83 

11.43 

00.73 

JUL 

3.10 

87.43 

10.00 

02.57 

AUG 

3.10 

85.70 

8.29 

06.10 

SEP 

3.10 

88.49 

7.89 

03.62 ' 

OCT 

3.30 

89.49 

10.51 

00.00 

NOV 

'3.03 

93.56 

5.83 

00.61 

DEC 

3.32 

80.33 

14.93 

04.74 

ANNUAL 

AVERAGE 3.28 

87.60 

10.70 

01.79 


NOTE: (1) POSSESSED - Aircraft on-station at Nha Trang, RVN 

(2) NORM - Not operationally ready maintenance 

(3) NORSG - Not operationally ready supply grounded 


Administration 


(U) Administrative support was provided by the 483rd Tactical 
Airlift Wing at Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN when the 12th Tactical Fighter 
Wing departed Cam Ranh Bay in March 1970. 

(U) First Flight continued to receive personnel without a mandatory 
TOP SECRET security clearance. This limited their utilization and 
placed an additional workload on those personnel with the proper clear- 
ance until the required clearances were obtained. Some flying person- 
nel arrived without instructor qualifications, though this problem is 
minimal since the instructor checkout can be completed concurrently 
with the 30-day in-country indoctrination period.*" 


Logistics 

CS^ Logistical support was provided by the MACSOG Logistics 
Division (MACS0G-40) and the 483rd Air Base Group, Cam Ranh Bay. 

CS< Sor^e confusion developed between S0G-40 and First Flight as 
to responsibilities regarding the support agreement made with First 
Flight early in the year. This was coordinated between the two agencies 
and resulted in an understanding that the Air Force will provide 
weapons system support, and S0G-40 will support other phases of the 
First Flight program and mission. Rationale supporting this philosophy 
was based on the fact that First Flight exists to support the MACSOG 
mission. 


90TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON 


General 


T he 90th Special Operations Squadron is stationed at Nha 
Trana AB, RVN and flys four specially equipped C-130E's, nicknamed 
COMBAT SPEAR. 

j '£) Prior to October 31, 1970 the unit was the 15th Special 
Operations.Squadron; therefore, all references' to the squadron as 
the 90th SOS contained herein; will in fact be referring to the 15th 
SOS through October 31st, and to the 90th SOS from that date on. 


Operations 


Combat Missions 


(JS^All combat missions were flown over Laos except four re-supply 
and two infiltration- training missions flown in-country. A total of 
21 combat missions were flown; 18 were complete and three missions 
were incomplete due to weather obscuring the target area. One infil- 
tration mission was reflown and carried as complete. 

(£) One combat mission was a successful higK^altitude (HALO) in- 
filtration. This was the first time a mission of this nature was 
attempted -in Southeast Asia. 

(•^ST A total of 65 teams/agents, 12,238 pounds of resupplies, and 
19,525 pounds of leaflets were dropped during the combat missions. A 
summary of these missions 1970 is given in Table XIV-4. 


TABLE XIV-4 

1970 C-130E COMBAT MISSION SUMMARY 


MONTH 

MISSION 

SCHEDULED 

FLOWN 

COMPLETE 

INCOMPLETE 

REMARKS 

JAN 

RESUPPLY 

1 

1 

1 

0 


FEB 

RESUPPLY 

1 

0 

0 

0 

CX by MACS0G-32 

MAR 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

1 

1 

1 

0 



RESUPPLY 

1 

1 

1 

0 

’ , 

APR 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

1 

1 

1 

0 



RESUPPLY 

3 

3 

1 

2 

DZ Obscured 


PSYOPS 

1 

1 

1 

0 

by Weather 

MAY 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

2 

2 

2 

0 


JUN 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

1 

1 

1 

0 


JUL 



wriMr co 

Arrrn 


- 



I1LN1C rrwooLl/ 



AUG 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

1 

l 

l 

0 

(1 CX by MACS0G- 


infiltration 

4 

3 

2 

1 

(1 Air Abort -Wx) 

SEP 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

1 

1 

1 

0 
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MONTH 

MISSION 

SCHEDULED 

FLOWN 

COMPLETE 

INCOMPLETE REMARKS 

OCT 

HALO/INFIL 

1 

1 

1 

0 

NOV 

INFILTRATION 

1 

1 

1 

0 


INFIL/RESUPPLY 

1 

1 

1 

0 

DEC • 

INFILTRATION 

2 

2 

2 

0 


INFILTRATION 

7 

/ ANNUAL 
6 

TOTALS 

5 

** 1 

INFIL/RESUPPLY 

1 

1 

1 

0 

INFIL/PSYOPS 

7 

7 

7 

0 

RESUPPLY 

6 

5 

3 

2 

PSYOPS, 

1 

1 

1 

0 

HALO/INFIL 

1 

1 

1 

0 




Support Missions 

(-S') There were 432 in-country logistic missions, with a total of 
2,739.2 hours ^lown in support of MACSOG activities. Table XIV-5 gives 
a breakdown of logistic support flown in 1970. 


TABLE XIV-5 

C-130E COMBAT SUPPORT SUMMARY 


MONTH 

MISSIONS 
FRAGGED/ r LDWN 

CARGO (TONS) 

PERSONNEL 

HOURS 

FLOWN 

OPS READY 
RATE t 

JAN 

38/3a 

234.9 

1,736 

223.7 

82.0 

FES 

43/43 

205.2 

2,042 

238.1 

79.3 

MAR 

30/30 

224.3 

1,989 

233.6 

83.2 

APR 

45/45 

232.9 

1,638 

206.7 

85.0 

MAY 

37/36 

287.7 

2,443 

234.8 

78.0 

J'JN 

39/37 

236.0 

1,942 

244.0 

86.0 
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MONTH 

MISSIONS 

FRAGGED/FLOWN 

CARGO (TONS) 

JUL 

36/36 

279.1 

AUG 

33/33 

143.7 

SEP 

34/34 

219.5 

OCT 

34/34 

80.1 

NOV 

30/30 

136.8 

DEC 

36/36 

157.1 

TOTALS: 

435/432 

2,437.3 


HOURS OPS READY 


PERSONNEL 

FLOWN 

RATE % 

2,105 

236.7 

84.2 

1,832 

213 .'9 

79.0 

1,691 

234.7 

83.5 

1,459 

229.0 

76.7 

1,858* 

214.2 

74.1 

2,780 

229.8 

89.6 * " & 

23,515 

2,739.2 

81.7 (Average) 


Training 

(-5f Most of the training in the use of the aircraft specialist 
equipment, Fulton Recovery System, and low level radar was performed 
at. Clark AB, P.I.. A constant problem has been a lack of time, dic- 
tated by mission requirements, to satisfy all training requirements. 
Weather has also been a big factor. There were nine (9) live pick-up 
demonstrations with the Fulton Recovery System during the year. 

A summary of all training time and live recoveries is given 
in Tables XIV-6 and XIV-7 respectively. 



TABLE XIV-6 
C-130E TRAINING TIME 


TRAINING TIME 

FULTON SYSTEM 

JAN 

19.6 

1st Quarter 

10.7 hrs 

FEB 

23.6 

2nd Quarter 

•10.2 hrs 

MAR 

25.8 

3rd Quarter 

7.2 hrs 

APR 

5.6 

4th Quarter 

10.2 hrs 

MAY 

25.9 


JUN 

29.4 



JUL 

22.0 



AUG 

18.7 



SEP 

24.1 



OCT 

49.3 



NOV 

44.5 



DEC 

30.3 
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FULTON 

RECOVERY LIVE PICK-UPS 



DATE 


PLACE 

'VOLUNTEER 

PILOT 

25 Feb 

70 

Nha Trang AB 

MAJ Gordon Booth, USMC 

MAJ 

E. Pope joy 

25 Feb 

70 

Lop Buri, Thai. 

Classified 

CPT 

J. E. McReynold 

14 Mar 

70 

Clark AB, P.I. 

SSgt C. W. Arnold, USAF 

MAJ 

K. P. Henderson 

23 May 

70 . 

Clark AB, P.I. 

LCDR Ronald Earle, USN 

MAJ 

Glen Bentz- '* 

10 Oct 

70 

Clark AB, P.!. 

MAO Fred Hopewell, USAF 
( JPRC) 

MAJ 

R. E. Hite Jr 

30 Oct 

70 

Udorn RTAB 

MAJ Robert E. Hite Jr, USAF 

MAJ 

R. E. Clinton 

31 Oct 

70 

Ubon RTAB 

TSgt Raymond L. Hughes, USAF 

MAJ 

Ri E. Clinton 

14 Nov 

70 

Clark AB, P.I. 

Capt C. J. Kraft, USAF 
(JPRC) 

CPT 

0. L. Green 

5 Dec 

70 

Clark AB, P.I. 

SSgt James E. Everman, USAF 

MAJ 

C. McClellan 


(PJSS) 


Support Functions 


Maintenance 

(*&) Since the movement of the 14th SOW from Nha Trang AB to Phan 
Ranc AB in October of 1969, maintenance support has been provided by 
SDecialists assigned to the Squadron Phase inspections and heavy 
maintenance continues to be performed at Ching Chuan Kang AB, Taiwan, 
by the 314th FMS 

(-S') Maintenance remained satisfactory throughout the year, although 
the time reauired to complete phase maintenance lengthened by a con- 
siderable amount. Abort, NORM and NORS rates are sunmarized in Table Xl\-8. 
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TABLE XIV-8 


ABORT, NORM AND NORS RATE 

TYPE ABORT 


MONTH 

AIR/GND 

ABORT RATE % 

NORM RATE % 

NORS RATE 

JAN 

0/0 

0.0 

10.3 

9.4 

FEB 

1/0 

0.4 

10.0 

0.0 




Mi- 


MAR 

0/0 

0.0 

10. 3 

0.4 

APR 

0/0 

0.0 

15.0 

0.0 

MAY 

1/0 

2.2 

21.0 

1.0 

JUN 

1/1 

8.2 

10.0 

4.0 

JUL 

1/2 

5.6 

12.5 

3.3 

AUG 

0/1 

2.2 

16.2 

4.8 

SEP 

1/1 

3.8 

14.9 

1.6 

OCT 

0/3 

6.1 

19.7 

3.6 

NOV 

0/0 

0.0 

10.5 

5.4 

DEC 

0/3 

5.9 

7.3 

3.2 


Supply 

(U) Supply support is provided by a Forward Supply Point operated 
by the 483rd Supply Squadron at Cam Ranh Bay AB. 

(U) The major problem areas have been overlong delays in getting 
vital aircraft parts and frequent breakdowns in communication leading 
to the wrong parts being sent. In addition, with the supply point being 
15 miles from Nha Trang, transportation of parts has been a problem. 

With the F5P making only a weekly run to Cam Ranh Bay, pilot pick-ups 
continue to be the only sure way of receiving parts in a timely manner. 



UNCLASSIFIED 


Personnel 

(U) All personnel and finance actions were controlled by the 483rd 
Combat Support Group at Cam Ranh Bay AB. The only problems encountered 
were due to the time and distance between bases. This was partially 
solved by scheduling squadron aircraft through Cam Ranh Bay twice a 
week to provide transportation for those having business there. 

(U) The 327th Combat Support Squadron at Nha Trang provided the 
necessary housekeeping functions, but did not provide direct support 
for the unit's administrative or operational needs. 


Civic Action 


(U) Members of the 90th SOS have been exceptionally active in 
civic action projects. One continuing project has been the moderni- 
zation and improvement of living conditions at the Bing Cang Convent. 
Security conditions and weather severely hampered the efforts at the 
convent this year so more emphasis was put on the Mau Tam and Ba Long 
Day Care Centers. 

1. Furniture, fixtures, and food supplies were purchased 
and donated throughout the year. 

2. Arrangements were made for medical and dental services 
through the combined efforts of Air Force and Navy medical personnel. 

3. A cistern water supply and a new kitchen facility were 
installed at Mau Tan. 

4. Baby chicks and fertilized eggs were provided to the 
Ba Long Center after they lost their first hatch. 

5. At Christmas, candy, clothes, and gifts were provided 

for the children of both orphanages from the 90th SOS and several other 
units in the area. 

(U) As the only large Air Force unit in the Nha Trang area, the 
90th SOS intends to continue its efforts in the Civic Actions Program. 
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TWENTIETH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON 


General . 


( The Main Operating Base (MOB) of the 20th SOS was relocated 
from Tuy Hoa to Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN on 25 September. Combat opera- 
tions continued to be conducted out of the Forward Operating Location 
(FOL) at Ban Me Thuot and the Sub Forward Operating Locations (Sub FOL) 
at Due Co, Due Lap, Ban Oon or Tieu Atar. Due *So was released in 
mid-year to other uses. Due to the location at Cam Ranh Bay, extensive 
logistic-supnort is afforded the squadron in accordance with letters * 
of agreement. 

CWT Three evolutions greatly affected operations during 1970: 

1. The President's decision to ban US ground forces from 
Cambodia after 30 June and allow only tac AIR as needed. 

2. The move of the 20th SOS from Tuy Hoa AFB to Cam Ranh 
Bay AB, RVN. 

3. The advent of the UH-1N. 

.Ur The losses of experienced personnel and aircraft due to 
engine failures and hostile action were eased considerably in 1970. 

The extensive IRAN program and severe in-house maintenance procedures, 
initiated by Major Frank Walls, appear to have solved the engine 
failure problems, as no aircraft losses were attributed to. maintenance. 
Enemy fire in the hostile areas gradually decreased throughout the year. 


Operations 


(JST The 20th SOS continued to provide helicopter support for coun- 
terinsurgency and reconnaissance teams, base defense, psychological war- 
fare, special air warfare training of the US Special Forces, and logis- 
tic support of USAF units and US sponsored activities. 

(JS’j Operational statistics for 1970 are indicated in Table XIV-9. 




Gunships 

CJS") The year began with the 20th SOS providing gunship cover for 
US Army UH-1H "xlicks" which were inserting and extracting reconnais- 
sance teams (RTs) in Cambodia. These RTs included American advisors. 
When the President banned US ground forces from Cambodia and restric- 
ted US air coverage to TAC AIR after 30 June, the Army helicopters 
were replaced by Vietnamese H-34 aircraft (King Bees) and American 
advisors were no longer included in the RTs. Language differences 
then created a significant problem. As a result, emphasis had to be 
shifted to understanding and accurate communication with Vietnamese 
personnel, and changes in operational procedures resulted. 

«»- 

1. Tactics changed. 

2. Smoke was used to mark the Landing Zone (LZ). 

3. An overhead spiraling approach was instituted. 

4. Letter call signs were used instead of numbers for 
identification. 

t V 

5. An additional UH-1P aircraft was used to provide a 
rescue capability due to performance limitations of the H-34. 


Cambat Losses 

tSf During the year 1970, the 20th SOS UH-1B "Green Hornets," lost 
4 aircraft in combat, none of which was attributed to mechanical 
failure as a primary cause. The losses are summarized in the following 
table: 


TABLE XIV- 10 
20th $0S LOSSES 


MONTH 

A/C No. 

KILLED 

INJURED 

REASON 

MAR 

64-15491 

Capt Dilley 

Capt Loper 
SSgt Thorburn 
A1C Carpenter 

Possible hostile action 

MAR 

65-7944 

Capt Enderle 
Capt Estrada 
TSgt Greenwood 

A1C Visnesky 

Hostile action 





MONTH 

1 A/C No. 

KILLED 

INJURED 

REASON 

JUL 

65-7930 


Capt Clapper 

Possible hostile 




lLt Messenger 
SSgt Farmer 
Sgt Clark 
A1C McGregor 

action 

SEP 

64-15484 

Capt Heil 

Capt Carrington 

Operational 



MSgt Cooper 

SSgt Galvan 


Tv/o 

incidents of 

engine failure 

occured in 1970. «Jhe 

aircraft landed 


successfully and were returned to service in both cases. A third 

aircraft experienced engine problems and made a precautionary landing. _ ft* * 

(U) On 25 September, the 20th SOS moved to Cam Ranh Bay AB. 

Problems associated with moving were aggravated by maintaining a 
classification of Secret on the movement until completed. This was 
particularly true in the supply area. 

f 'v 

(U) During the tour at Tuy Hoa all support areas continually 0 

improved due to increased appreciation of the squadron mission and 
the emphasis placed on it by 7th Air Force. With the move to Cam 
Ranh Bay, the educational process was repeated. Two factors which 
contributed to the problem of the move were the usual problems of 
the new tenant with unfamiliar requirements and the unique nature 
of the 20th SOS in that it is the only USAF helicopter unit using 
UH-1 aircraft in South Vietnam. Supply problems were not alleviated 
by the receipt of a new model UH-1 with the requirement for additional 
supplies peculiar to it. 

(U) The physical separation of squadron facilities and the location 
of the operations building away from the main part of the base and 
the scheduled base bus routes were factors which increased transpor- 
tation difficulties after the relocation at Cam Ranh Bay. Some of 
these problems were alleviated by the loan of three vehicles from 
the Base Motor Pool. However, the problem of operation of old vehicles 
with the high level of maintenance still remained. 

(U) December 31st saw the Squadron still in temporary operations 
^d maintenance facilities with low priority on the completion of 
jermanent structures. The mission at the FOL continued to be supported 
in an uninterrupted manner with no decrease in the requirements. 

(U) The OJT program was effective and worthwhile. On 20 June 1970, 

Base CBPO rated it excellent and this level of performance was maintained 
throughout the year. 
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(U) Pilot inputs from the Phase II training at Hurlburt AFB, 
Florida continued to arrive with limited training. Limitations on 
the direction of fire and altitudes flown have not permitted realistic 
training. Pilots must be retrained in Vietnam. 

(#T At the end of the year, the 20th SOS had 4 FE's 10 IP's 
10 AC's (Combat Capable), and 26 First Pilots. The Latter 26 are 
in various stages of upgrade training. Adequate personnel inputs 
have been arriving to fulfill the requirements of the increased UMD 
and normal rotation. Five new training areas for gun work and one 
new transition training area were approved near Cam Ranh but coordin- 
ation with the controlling agencies continued to be a problem. This 
had to be done on a daily basis and there were some 4nstances of dual 
usage. Training at Ban Me Thuot was suspended. 


Lessons Learned 

(U) Lessons learned during 1970 included: 

1. Units should be free to develop tactics as the circum- 
stances demand':* - 

2. Experienced personnel departing the theatre should be 
encouraged to make an end-of-tour report. Lessons learned and tactics 
developed in this one-of-a-kind unit may be of value in future operations 

3. The language difference is increasing in importance as 
Vietnamization grows. 

4. More lead time is needed to move a unit of this type. 

If this is not possible, a restudy of the sauadron organization to 
permit greater mobility is required. 

5. Where possible, the Main Operating Base of the squadron 
should be colocated with the next higher command echelon. 

6. That operational trainino conducted at Hurlburt AFB 
should be more closely aligned with tactical experience to minimize 
the requirement for. conducting training in the combat area. 


Maintenance 


(-Sf Two maintenance officers were required due to the maintenance 
functions at the FOL and MOB. Toward mid-year, shortage of gunner and 
helicopter mechanic inputs began to reflect the impending arrival of 
the L’H-IN. However, of the first 37, only three had previous experience 
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•SE CRET ■ 

in the UH-1. The procedure of assigning twin engine helicopter 
mechanics who were not familiar with the UH-1 required retraining on 
the older UH-1P aircraft, particularly since only eight of the pro- 
posed 23 UH-1N (Twin Engine Bell Aircraft) were received. 

(U) The significant maintenance problem at the end of 1969 was 
engine failure. The primary cause appeared to be Foreign Object 
Damage (FOD). An extensive IRAN program, still in effect at the close 
of 1970, and a procedure for water washing the engines every night 
was instituted. Surfacing of the sub-FOL's was completed and a rust 
lick program was implemented. These actions corrected the problem. 

The 20th SOS received the 31st TFW FOD Prevention«Award for the month 
of June at Tuy Hoa. 


Special Projects 


Field Tests 

11 ' " — f V 

(U) Several field projects were undertaken to improve operations 
during the year. 

1. The XM-174 hand-held grenade launcher was tested and accep 
tance was recommended. Action is still pending. 

2. Field testing of the UH-1N for Category III began in 

December. 

3. A new logistics system to supply FOL aircraft from Cam 
Ranh Bay AB was attempted, but it proved unsuccessful and was dis- 
continued in November. The support aircraft did not always fly direct 
to the FOLs, and parts were sometimes delayed for several days. 


Construction 


(-■) Construction of a permanent maintenance facility at Ban Me 
Thuot was completed in 1970. New revetments were constructed and 
AM-2 matting was installed which permitted Blue Card -inspections to 
be performed. Existing billets were completely renovated and painted 
to house the TDY personnel . 


Civic Action 


(U) Work continued on the three room addition to the one room 
schoolhouse at Buon Ea Niach, near the FOL. The supplies distributed 
by 20th personnel to the local populace near the FOL included dental 
care kits, laundry soap, and food. Numerous haircuts, clothing and 
baths were given to the children. 



APPENDIX XV 


MARITIME STUDIES GROUP 


GENERAL 


CIS-)' Maritime Studies Group, MACSOG-37, in conjunction with the 
Coastal Security Service (CSS) of the Strategic Technical Directorate, 
continued to execute covert maritime interdiction, intelligence, psycho- 
logical and cross-beach operations under the cover ffame US Naval Advisory 
Detachment (NAD), Da Nang. Operations were conducted in the coastal 
areas and inland waterways of South Vietnam and the DMZ to harass the 
VC/VCI/NVA and to maintain proficiency for possible operations in North 
Vietnam. 

(2&J There were several "firsts" during 1970. 

1. Fpur Patrol Torpedo Boats (fast)(Nasty class PTF), and two 
Sea Commando Teams (SCTs) were used in a united, covert operation into 
the DMZ. 


2. Forward operating bases (FOBS ) were established at Cua 
Viet and Qui Nhon when high surf conditions hampered normal DODGE 
MARK missions. This procedure accounted for the increased number 
of total missions launched during 1970. 

3. CSS, NAD’s counterpart organization, was reorganized 
and actually acquired a fully operational status. They are now lo- 
cating targets, planning missions, writing operation orders, obtaining 
clearances, and launching highly successful missions with minimal 

US support. This greatly assisted NAD in moving toward a complete 
advisory capacity. 


FACILITIES 


CSTj NAD is located in East Da Nang, RVN, with the main operating 
base (Lower Base) adjacent to the VN Naval Base (ref Vietnam 1:50,000, 
sheet 6641 III series L7014, coordinates BT 035837). Living, messing 
and support facilities are located at Camp Fay which is 3.2 miles 
east of Lower Base and adjacent to Camp Tien Sha, a US Naval Support 
Facility. 





1- Lower Base . Lower Base is the operational base of NAD 
d*'d CSS. It has a total of 12 buildings with a gross area of 
3i,573 sq ft. This site includes a water distribution system, an 
electrical generation and distribution system, personnel bunkers, 
and defensive positions, four piers, boat fuel stroage and distribu- 
tion system, and approximately 600 sq yds of oil gravel roadway. 

2. Camp Fay . Camp Fay is the principal berthing and suooort 
area for all US personnel assigned to NAD and Monkey Mountain Forward 
Operating Base (MMF0B)(MACS0G-36). There are 22 buildings and the 
c'mid area is 71.332 sq ft. 

3. L'pper Base . This is the principal berthing .area for 
the CSS, the STD/VNN counterpart organization. It is located across 
the road from Lower Base, consists of 26 buildings and has a gross 
area of *4,923 so ft. 

4. Camp Black Rock . Camp Black Rock houses members of 
M?rOB s Vietnamese organization (STRATA), CSS training teams, and 
civilian irregular defense guards (CIDG). It is located approximately 
1 mile east 'of Camp Fay, and has a total of 37 buildings and a gross 
area of 58,048 sq ft. 

5. Nunq Camp . Nung Camp is another living area for CIDG 
and CSS guard personnel and is located close to Lower Base. It has 
8 buildings and a gross area of 12,774 sq ft. 

6. Beaches . In addition to the above camps there are two 
beaches reserved for NAD/CSS use. 

a. Coral Beach contains a pistol range, rifle range, 

’ n^i 1 trat’ on trai^ino area and nr enaci o a^ea. 

b. Spanish Beach contains three magazines for stowage 
of demolitions, explosives, and PTF ammunition as well as. a small 
pavillion for recreational use. 


DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Public Works 


( fhe NAD Public Works Department consisted of the Public 

Works Officer, a Navy civil engineer corps lieutenant; one Senior 
Lhier Util if*®' -nan, the Public Works Chief; five Filipino supervisors, 
and a work force varying between 130 and 160 Vietnamese workers. 


«* **. 

• '•* 


* 
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It was responsible for the physical assets of NAD which included the 
five camps, a motor maintenance facility, an automotive warehouse, 
storage facilities for PW material, and shops for electrical repair, 
air condi ti oner/ ref rigerati on repair, carpentry, upholstry, painting 
and metalwork. 

t During 1970, the department: 

1. Rewired 10 barracks, the Camp Fay BOQ, and administrative 
buildings at Upper Base to remove faulty and inadequate wiring. 

2. Painted the outside of 97 buildings and the inside of 32 
and established a rotational painting schedule. 

3. - Constructed a barracks for the CIDG personnel manning the 
highway check point. 

4. Improved the perimeter fence and installed an eight foot 
inner oeri meter cyclone chain link fence at Camp Fay. 

5. Remodeled living quarters for the VN Maritime Training 
Team (MTT) at" the Lower Base. 

6. Constructed quarters for the Commander, CSS. 

7. Constructed a seawall at Spanish Beach to preserve the 
training area and protect the ammo dump road. 


Supply 


(U) The Supply Department was headed by a Navy Supply Corps 
Lieutenant Junior Grade, and was assisted by a Chief Storekeeper, 
a Storekeeper First Class, one Filipino technician, and fifteen. 
Vietnamese Nationals filling billets of clerks, clerk typists and 
filing clerks. 

(U) The supply officer also served as the civilian personnel 
officer and was responsible for administration of some 210 Vietnamese 
nationals employed by NAD in jobs such as guards, laborers, mechanics, 
carpenters, clerks, etc. The 1970 payroll for these personnel amounted 
to over $300,000.00. Although there was a reduction of 40 civilian 
personnel from 1969, a 10% pay increase effective in June, 1970 kept 
the annual payroll approximately the same. 

On 30 June, the Naval Support Activity, Da Nang, reduced to 
become Naval Support Facility, Da Nang, thus transferring material 
suDDort from the Da Nang area to the Army's 80th Support Group. 
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COMriDD ITIAL 

There was a large cutback in the availibility of material and services; 
however, NAD supply received over S40.000.00 worth of material from 
the US Army depot, consisting mostly of POL and ammunition. 

Over 1.2 million pounds of supplies, mostly construction 
material, were shipped to other S0G units by NAD. $48,000 worth was 
transferred to MMF0B and $50,000 worth to CSS. A large amount of 
material was also procured at no cost to SOG from the 32nd Naval 
Construction Regiment from listings of excess material. 


Administration 


(U) The Administration Department was headed by a USN limited 
duty Administration Lieutenant and assisted by one yeoman (E-6) 
and two hospitalmen (E-7 and E-6). The department provided personnel 
and administrative support to all other departments and advised and 
assisted the CSS in matters pertaining to administration. The medical 
section provided medical support of US personnel, emergency first aid 
to indigenous personnel, and advised Vietnamese military personnel 
in medical procedures. 

(U) In February, a new joint table of distribution was placed 
into effect and the unit reorganized without loss of mission efficiency. 
NAD's authorized strength decreased from 14 officers and 44 enlisted 
personnel to 13 officers and 34 enlisted. Average on board strength 
during the year was eleven (11) officers and thirty-five (35) enlisted. 

(U) When the Naval Support Activity phased out, the department 
assumed responsibility for maintainina all Navy enlisted records and 
personnel related actions for NAD personnel and the Mobile Support 
Team. Navy officer service records were also maintained. These tasks 
were accomplished even though the strength of the branch was decreased 
by one yeoman (E-6). 


Security 


(U) The Security Section was headed by a Captain, USMC, with one 
SSgt, 'JSMC, -and the following Vietnamese nationals: one translator/ 

secretary, four interpreter/translators , one armorer, three matrons, 
one guard chief, four guard team chiefs, and thirty three guards. 



(<ef ai 1 aspects of the security effort were covered, however 
primary emphasis was applied to the improvement of Camp Fay's physical 
security defenses and the upgrading of the performance of the civilian 
guard force. 

1. Improvements included the installation of weapons on 
a permanent basis and the establishment of an alternate method of 
conmuni cations. 

2. Ineffective members of the guard were replaced by fomer 
Vietnamese military personnel who had been wounded and exempted from 
further military service. This also reduced the a^grage age of the 
guard force and improved its performance. 

I #1 Dur4nq 1970, the Security Section: 

1. In coordination with the CSS security office, participated 
in 62 search and clear operations within that organization's area of 
respond ibility. 

2. Initiated a new pass system jointly operated by NAD and 


3. Permanently emplaced stanchions in pillboxes for M-60 
machine guns for interlocking fire at all Doints in front of the 
perimeter. 

4. Mounted a .50 caliber machine gun in tower #3 to counter 
fire from the direction of Monkey Mountain. 


Operations and Training 


Counterintel liqence 

(U) The Counterintelligence Section was headed by a USMC CW0-2 
(0210) who was assisted by a USMC GySgt (0211) both of whom were 
specially trained in the counterintelligence field. In February 1970, 
the security officer was transferred without relief, consequently, 
the Cl Officer was assigned duty as NAD Security Officer with collateral 
duties of Cl. Upon being relieved as security officer, and during the 
last six months of 1970, operational requirements required the Cl 
officer be assigned to NAD operations section. During this entire 
period, the counterintelligence section was under the coanizance of 
the security officer. 

(U) During the period July through November 1970, 136 personnel 
security investigations (background ’nvestiqations) were completed on 
civilian employees who are employed at Camp* Fay and Lower Base. 



"vl O 


{&} CSS counterintelligence controlled three paid informants. 

1. One agent was executed by the VC when he was discovered 
to be working for the GVN. NAD received a letter of appreciation 
•rom the Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force for the 
accuracy of this informants early warning of rocket/mortar attacks. 
Sixteen of eighteen attacks were known in advance. The paid informants 
widow received a gratuity of 12,000 $VN from C&CI funds. 

, ic A se 9° nd paid 1nfonnant revealed the location of a booby 
(.rapped 105mm artillery round in October 1970. The round was buried 

'inti iiS entrar,ce °J th ? 2d Battalion, 1st Narine-Regimental Command 
ost and was rigged with a command detonator. The round itself was 
booby trapped with four hand grenades. 

2 * I!? e third informant and several casual sources resulted 
level 6 VCl' UtrallZatl0n of one VC cel1 and the capture of several low 

Intelligence 1 - 

(^51 In February of 1970 the CSS and the NAD intelligence personnel 
moved into the same office space at Lower Base. This move enabfed th* 
two units to coordinate and work together with maximum efficiency. 

*•. Intelligence was gathered for over one hundred and sixty 
potential missions and filed by priority in a target bank. Of these 
sixty were chosen and missions planned. 

. ' 2 * Dedicated air support became available in July which im- 

proved the operational photography in quality as well as quantity, 
ho .ography was provided for over fifty percent of planned missions. 

. , ;?• Liaison was established and maintained with other units 

m ^he I Corps area. Intelligence provided by these units led to the 
capture of documents which were translated and further exoloitated. 
n.ormation was sent to the Combined Document Exploitation Center for 
evaluation, publication and dissemination. 

4. Over 20 targets in North Vietnam were evaluated in 
oooeration with MACS0G-20. The targets were photographed by the 
cn a. and JSN. After careful scrutiny and evaluation, seven of 
•.hose targets were submitted to Chief, S0G for approval. 

T, . Twenty-eight areas were cleared for pending operations. 

$ deluded setting up communications, medevac, artillery and air 
support -for the operations. 
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The intelligence officer also assisted on over twenty-five 
operations by serving as OTC liaison in the boats and debriefing missions 
upon their return to base. 


Sea Commando Training Section 

During 1970, the NAD training section conducted two complete 
classes for action team replacement personnel. Each class ran for 
twelve weeks and consisted of lectures and practical work in small 
boat operations and a rigorous physical training program coupled with 
extensive swimming instruction. Class 1/70 was convened on 25 May 
with 24 personnel and was graduated on 12 Augu^ with 17 personnel 
(4 officers, 13 enlisted). A-l graduates were immediately incorporated 
into the four existing action teams. Class 2/70 began on 7 October - 
with 24 men and was graduated on 18 December with 14 enlisted men. 

m0Vln 9 dir ectly into the action teams, personnel from class 
Z/70 will proceed to Cam Ranh Bay in January, 1971 for open circuit 
aiving training to be conducted by advisors from NAD. 

~ jfl. In addition to performing the primary duty of conducting courses 
for action^ team replacements, the training section was tasked to organize 

° f 2n r nc h J! te juraps . frorn 18 ApH1 t0 23 May. In six separate 
operations, 60 US Navy, Marine Corps and Army personnel and 85 Vietnamese 

^ ta r y /r s ° nne L ex ? cuted over 300 par *achute jumps. All jumps were * 
conducted during the day from a CH-46 helicopter using the standard 
static line rig without serious injury to any participating individual. 

? per f5 10n ? wer ® conducted within the Red Beach drop zone located 
outside the city of Da Nang. 

(U) On 24 November two advisors from the training section conducted 
a class on riverine warfare for elements of the 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Marine Regiment. Over 400 USMC personnel attended this lecture and 
demonstration and their enthusiastic response has led other units in 
the I Corps area to request similar classes. 

(^ST An underwater demolition class was conducted for C4C riverwatch 
■personnel from 16 to 19 November. Six Vietnamese were trained to use 
comnand detonated mines to counter and interdict NVA motorized fiver 
ln , the AIZ and SH A 0. Unfortunately, the 37 pound mines were 
too heavy for the team members, and the missions were never conducted. 


MOBILE SUPPORT TEAM 


Mobile Support Team (MST) was composed of three officers 
n sixteen enlisted men. They were assigned on TAD orders from their 
parent corrmand. Boat Support Unit One in Coronado, California, to the 
^ 1 f er 0 1n ^ ar 9 e » Naval Advisory Detachment for operational control 
and to Boat Support Unit One and Naval Special Warfare Group, Vietnam 
for administrative control. 




(tSrf MST supported NAD/CSS operations through the supervision of 
training and maintenance efforts of indigenous personnel in the operation, 
maintenance, and repair of high speed patrol craft (PTFs and PCFs) and 
their associated base support facilities, and by providing logistic 
support for the boats through liaison with the Navy Special Program Office 
in Subic Bay. During 1970, MST's mission evolved from a maintenance, 
repair, and training effort to an advisory effort with the large cut- 
back in personnel strength early in the year. Responsibility for upkeep 
and basic maintenance passed to the Vietnamese Maritime Training Team 
(MTT). 

(U) Though listed as advisors, MST personnel continued 
many of the more complicated tasks beyond the capabilities of the 
Vietnamese. However, all work was coordinated “through the Vietnamese, 
to enable them to participate for training purposes. Some of the — " 
major tasks performed by MST and MTT personnel included: 

1. Changing 6 PTF, 3 PCF and 3 LCM engines. 

2. Changing 7 PTF generators. 

3- Changing 4 PTF/PCF shafts, screws, and rudders. 

4. Repairing 2 PTF air compressors and 1 V-drive. 

5. Making major repairs of typhoon damage on the floating 

drydock. 

(£) Prior to the cutback, MST scheduled and conducted all boat 
crew training with MTT assistance. At the end of the year, scheduling 
was done by the CSS Operations Department and MTT conducted the 
majority of the training with assistance as necessary from MST person- 
nel. Training was divided into two general phases. 

1. The classroom or lecture phase covered all areas of PTF 
operating procedures, basic boat maintenance, equipment familiarization, 
theory, and operating procedures. Approximately 363 hours were devoted 
to classroom work. Each class was approximately one hour in length and 
was attended by an average of five men per class. In December an 
English language course was initiated by the boat training officer for 
Vietnamese programmed to attend the Naval Ship Repair Facility School 
on PTF engineering, electrical, and electronics systems in Subic Bay. 

Four classes a week were scheduled; each class lasted approximately one 
hour. 

’ 2 . Underway training included gunshoots, night transit and 
navigation problems, multi-boat tactics (formation steaming, maneuvering, 
etc), damage control drills, man overboard drills, piloting, precision 
anchoring, radar navigation, searching of junks and other small craft, 
mooring to a buoy, and going alongside a boat or pier. 



TOWCCRCT. 


During the past year, approximately 528 hours were devoted to underway 
training. This figure was based on an average of two boats participat- 
ing in each underway exercise with an average time of three hours per 
exercise. 


OPERATIONS 


DODGE MARK 

DODGE MARK missions were cross-beach covert landings in South 
Vietnam. They were conducted under actual combat conditions in VC-con- _ •* a* 
trolled of influenced areas to maintain proficiency for operations in 
North Vietnam and to prepare for subsequent operations. A total of 
65 DODGE MARK missions were launched and recovered from Da Nang in 1970. 

Forty-two missions were launched from six separate forward operatinq 
bases as indicated below: 3 

1. ..from 1 January to 15 February at Qui Nhon, SVN (12 missions). 

_ /« 2 '. From ? 4 Janua ry to 17 February at Sea Float in the Mekong 

Delta (9 missions). 

3. From 25 August to 8 September at Cua Viet, SVN (7 missions). 

4. From 20 September to 24 October at Qui Nhon, SVN (8 missions). 

5. From 23 October to 15 November at Cua Viet, SVN (3 missions). 

6. From 3 November to 7 November at Coastal Group 13. Phu Loc 
SVN (3 missions). 

(<87 Results for the 107 DODGE MARK missions were as follows: 


1 . 

Number of friendly casualties: 

KIA 1 



WIA 1 

2. 

Number of enemy casualties: 

KIA 29 



WIA 3 



Captured 16 

3. 

Kilos of documents captured: 

35 

4. 

Weapons captured: 

AK-47 13 
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SKS 12 


US Carbine 2 
CHICOM Grenade 2 

5. Rice/vegetables captured/destroyed: 3,240 lbs 

6. Clothing captured/destroyed: Pajamas 40 pr 

Uniforms 20 pr 

WEATHER 


(U) On 3 October, typhoon Joan with sustained winds of 75 knots 
and gusts over 85 knots hit the Da Nang area. Of the 105 buildings 
in the NAD/CSS complex, 21 sustained damage, 9 were completely de- 
roofed and 12 others sustained minor damage. Before jamor repairs 
could be completed, typhoon Kate with winds up to 50 knots raced by 
off shore on 24 Oct bringing a deluge and more flooding. Seven days 
later on 31 October, tropical storm Louise came ashore 50 miles south 
bringing more rain and flooding into the area. 

(U) On 31 October, five MAD SEALS and US.MC Reconnaissance advisors 
participated in the rescue of Vietnamese civilians in the flooded MR 
I area southwest of Da Nang. Over 600 civilians, including nearly 
200 children, were rescued by NAD personnel in rubber boats during 
those operations. 


12 ?) High winds and high surf conditions hamoered cross-beach 
missions, especially during the northeast monsoon season which com- 
menced in mid-October and continued throughout the remainder of the 
calender year. With the long unprotected sea reaches, ground swells 
built-up and crashed on the beaches causing up to 16 feet plus surf. 


(•8^ During these monsoon oeriods, usually accomoanied by cloudy, 
moonless nights and torrential rains, conditions were ideal for con- 
ducting missions in the rivers and flooded areas where normal troop 
activities were restricted. As a result, NAD operational areas were 
expanded to include rivers and waterways to a depth of 5000 meters 
from the. coast and 5000 meters on either side of the water passages. 
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APPENDIX XVI 


STRATEGIC TECHNICAL DIRECTORATE 


GENERAL 


The 1970 mission of the Strategic Technical Directorate (STD) was: 

To exercise operational control over forces and per- 
sonnel assigned or attached to execute special opera- 
tions or conduct unconventional warfare (UW) as di- _ 

rected by the Joint General Staff/RVNAF or other com- 
petent authority. 

CST At the beginning of the year, the STD had made a promising start 
in its development of ground reconnaissance elements to conduct special 
operations; however it did not have a UW capability, and its activities 
were inhibited by deficiencies in command and staff and a lack of ade- 
quate RVNAF support. Manning levels were approximately 75 percent of the 
authorized strength, but even this did not adequately reflect the "short- 
falls." Experienced command and staff personnel, both in quality and 
quantity, were required, and this constituted the STD's weakest point. • 

The organization of the STD headquarters was, however, conducive to the 
development of a Joint Service JUWTF which could exercise operational 
control over all RVNAF operations and UW assets. 

C In consonance with the Improvement and Modernization Program for 
RVNAF forces, and in accordance with the desires of the Director of STD, 
MACSOG assisted in realligning the assets of the STD along more functional 
lines. This reorganization was designed to centralize all UW and special 
operations assets of the RVNAF component services under the command and/ 
or control of the STD and, in effect, established a JUWTF. The composi- 
tion of the assigned forces was based on the existing STD organization. and 
placed the most experienced and capable personnel in critical positions. 
Extensive coordination between the STD, RVNAF JGS, MACSOG and other, elements 
of MACV eventually resulted in a reorganization which was to be fully im- 
pl emented on 1 January 1 971 . 


ORGANIZATION 


C#? Until 1 November 1970, the STD was structured in accordance with 
the Table of Organization and Equipment (TO&E) 40-201C approved by MACV 
for programing and budgeting on 4 June 1969. On 1 November, the STD be- 
gan its transformation to the proposed reorganization effective in 1971. 
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f OP SEC RE T 


~ a ‘ , ]J.“ r 9 a " i2a ‘ ion included a Headquarters and five operational elements- 
I s ' a °". Se [ V,Ce 'T the Special Task Force ' Coastal Security Service 
Service™ 6 ^ ir “ orne ^ rainln 9 Center, and the Psychological Warfare (PSYWAR) 

l&T The STD headquarters was authorized 107 personnel dIus a 14 man 
of°the n STD°" a " d 1a,so " detachment. It directed the overall activities 

autho^ed T strennJh°^ S p5; iCe ,r aS th ?u STD r econnaissance element with an 
r of 250. It was the counterpart organization of SOG's 

Ground Studies Group, and three Task Forces, one at each of the C & C's 

Effect?Je i e ji?y N £hen°no e n ^ reconna j ssance and exploitation operations. 
h«H 4 » • • c U ‘ S ‘- P ers onnel were allowed- on the ground in Gam- 

assistance of Social T“ conducted f' 1 SH operations with the advice and 
assistance of Special Forces personnel 0PC0N to MACSOG. 

fS") The Special Task Force was the agent operations element of the std 

and operated in two groups. Group 11 at MMFOB, Da Nang and Group 68 in 

Studies Group? S aUth ° nzed 199 P ersonnel a " d was assisted by the' A^rbSrne 

{-St The CSS was a naval UW element capable of performing special mari- 
time and cross-beach operations along the coast of Vietnam It was authnr 
ized 412 Vietnamese Navy and 184 ARVN personnel. The CSS was locat-d 
Da Nang, and it was advised by Maritime Studies Group. #t 

wac Tf ? e Airborne Training Center was located at Camp Long Thanh and 

wa authorized 72 personnel to conduct airborne and reconnaissance type 
counterpart organization was the Training Studies Group 
consisting of advisors from a Special Forces B detachment, 5th SFGA. 

(■5T The PSYWAR Service was authorized 91 personnel for the conduct of 

Psychological^™ - 

tion^ r1 ^rwS e irr^Lr?:nr?^iJg°Shu thin the sto or9aniza - 


£ 


POSITION 
Headquarters 
Director 
Deputy Director 


TABLE XVI-1 
STD KEY PERSONNEL 

DATES INCUMBENT 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 

» 
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POSITION 

Secretariat 

InsDector General 

Director of Security 

Chief Personnel and 
Logistic Service 

Personnel Branch 

Log Branch 

Finance Branch 

Chief Intelligence and 
Ooerations Service 

Intelligence Branch 

Operations and Training 
Branch 

PSYWAR Staff Officer 
Communications Officer 
Plans Officer 
Liaison Service 
Director 

CO, TF1, Da Nang 

CO, TF2, Kontum 

CO, TF3, Ban Me Thuot 

Special Task Force 
Director 

CO, 11th Task T orce Group 
(MMFOB) 


qjnriDDfflAL- 

- OATES 
1 Oan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dee 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 
29 Dec - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 10 Sep 
10 Sep - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 10 Sep 
10 Sep - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 10 Sep 
10 Sep - 31 Dec 

1 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 


27 Mar - 31 Dec j 
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INCUMBENT 



«f/T=- 


$ 

V 

«* 

ft 


a 


POSITION 

CO, 68th Task Force Group 
Coastal Security Service 
Comnander 

Airborne Training Service 
Commander 

PSVWAR Service 
Chief 

Plans and Research Branch 
Operations Branch 
Broadcast Branch 


^ -.DATES' 
1 Jan - 


INCUMBENT 


1 Jan - 
1 Jan - 

1 May - 31 Dec 

1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Jan - 31 Dec 
1 Mar - 31 Dec 



i*v 




-I*. ^ 


REORGANIZATION 


Composite Staff Study 


1(%T In January, a Composite Staff Study was initiated to assess future 
unconventional warfare and special operations for RVNAF. This was one of 
the initial steps in the process of reorganizing RVNAF unconventional and 
special operations assets into a more functional unit. The most signifi- 
cant recommended change was that the Vietnamese Soecial Forces should come 
under the cornnand of the STD in order to provide the required UW capabili- 
ty. With the special operations capability of its Liaison Service, the STD 
could then fulfill its mission requirements. 

(5T The study also included a discussion of the chronological develop- 
ment of the existing STD force structure with its capabilities and limita- 
tions, an analysis of three organizational concepts for a Vietnamese JUWTT, 
proposed force structures for the VN Army, Navy, and Air Force UW assets, 
and requirements for aircraft and boats to conduct the reauired operations. 
COMUSMACV approved the study on 15 May 1970. 
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Modifications 


Further modifications to the recommendations proposed in the UW 
study were necessary after President Thieu's Decree 614 a TT/SL of 1 July 
19 7 °, "Organization of the National Defense Structure." The Decree tasked 
the Ministry of Defense to fix the details concerning the JGS/RVNAF orqani- 
zation and management. On 8 July 1970 the VN Ministry of Defense issued 
Arrete 812/QP/NP, "Reorganization of the JGS/RVNAF" in which the STD be- 

STq ™/d?^ 6 ?«fn ni Hn ti0n - Ministr y of Defense Memorandum 

2419-TIM/P312/K of 11 July 1970, Reorganization of the JGS/RVNAF," 

t U ^J pecified that the STD would b ® directly Subordinate to the Chief, 
JuS/RVNAF. 


In consonance with these directives, the proposed STD structure 
was modified and then presented jointly by MACSOG and the STD to the "Com- 
bined Coimnttee for Organization of UW Forces," chaired by Major General 
Nguyen Xuan Trang, JGS Deputy for Personnel. This reorganization was studied 
by the committee, approved by the JGS, and then directed to be implemented. 


fc*. 

• •••. 


(■S’) On 24 October, General Cao Van Vien, Comnanding General, JGS, is- 
sued letter order number 3963, "Reorganization of STD and Subordinate Units - 
Transformation of Special Forces." This order directed that the STD tempora- 
rily implement the new organization effective 1 November 1970 with the ex- 
ception that the Special Forces element would not change over and become an 
integral part of the STD until 1 January 1971. In Memorandum 3963/TTM/P372/ 
omn^ ed 29 October 1970, the organization portion of the revised TO&E (40- 
201 D) was approved. The memorandum also reaffirmed that all STD units would 
be reorganized or newly activated effective 1 January 1971. The equipment 
portion of the TO&E was still being coordinated at the end of the year. 


(T&t The STD was charged as the sole RVNAF force responsible for 
carrying out special operations and directing UW activities. It was direct- 
ed to coordinate with MACSOG as its counterpart in organizing these activj- 
5 les ™ accordance with instructions from the JGS. The sphere of operations 
for the STD units was designated as the area outside the borders* on the ter- 
ritory of third countries along the RVN border (as agreed upon by the GVN 
and the countries concerned), enemy rear areas, or areas within RVN tempo- 
rarily occupied by the enemy. Chief JGS was designated as the only authority 
who could determine utilization of the STD units. 


w 


Headquarters • 

STD headquarters was reorganized along the lines of a JUWTF 
The overall personnel authorization increased from 107 to 227, but this 
figure also included the 91 personnel previously assigned to the PSYWAR 

^c!7,«n e ;. The PS X WAR Service was incorporated into the headquarters as the 
PSYWAR Divisiqn. j In addition to these 227 personnel, a 139-man Service 
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Company was established to provide administrative and supply support to 
° f the STD headquarters. A 192-man Signal C omoinJ w« also add 
ed to bolster the STD's communication capabilities A 107-man Moairai 
Company was formed to provide required medical support. 


Liaison Serv i ce 


by an increase of authorized personnel rVo^^'siz.' 63 " 13 ^ acc0mpanied 


Coastal Security Service 


ma ndo ^eamsf °a nd ^her e^we re ^ o train^VNN pers^nneriva^^bl^to^iir' 

ssrs g£ 2S~ 


Special Mission Service 


Servicf^KM^f v ^ na l? ese forces, redesignated the Special Mission 

rSrrrT” s “ “ S-swaas sste-S* 

the^oecfal^Task F^e'lL™™' a™™ ANGEL ^ so. l^” 

effo^ ,a !h^ k „S^ e d:stetr a ^ ^ e ; e “ d IZ&s !: *«■" 

actwIt^Soi Decemberf" P1Cl<ed me " , ‘ >erS ° f the VKSF ' and the was'Se- 


tn JfL T r a " si J :i " on . to the SMS organization delayed until 1 January 1971 
ias a?s2 °^oH C 6 w l n recruitin 9- Training for employment as UW forces 

5VJ2 SSTtfS SSSIhld^SP ^ 0 ; ran ?h?s d ^ e a spjces 

- Snec1a ' M1S51 °" 

borne) r0rces personnel frow 5th Special Forces Group (Air- 


tec 
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Airborne Training Center 

f*) The "Combined Comnittee" also determined that the STD could have 

?E e K ain1n 9 c , enter : t0 su Pt>ort its operations. Camp Ouyet Thanq (Camo 
Long Thanh) was selected as the training site, and the Airborne TraiSiin P 
Center continued with its mission of conducting training proJ?ImI ?o? Jhe 

200 oerfonnel h SS ’ d the authorized strength was increased from 72 to 
Air support Service ^ 

a^r SS“*f 55.' 

operational °“ 1 t t “'’' borne ’ a,r support, and air reconnaissance for the STO 

special Jeli^oTS "Sgtf.ir 

?”«' * fe. requested by the STD for the Air Support Se^vice Thesf assets 

included an augmented helicopter squadron, observation ^d fiqhter souad“ 

The VNAF repr«enLtive^ e Co^el' t Nguyen n Huu r Tan, r stated'that C existing m Air' 
decision S .5L25T S.H 

operations^' 0 " hdWavar > to Provid'e s^rtlor’M’' 


EXPLOITATION FORCES 


1 5-«sa s'^sj-a 

a SSrS??- &?£ - 

logistical sLon waTavanfbl t e° Perati0nS eUher A °’ pr0 ' 1dad air a " d 

‘OD ^r.^ ACSO c i " telll ? ence gathering activities would continue to have 
• y. Exploitation operations were to be directed against targets. 
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developed by RTs or by aerial visual and photo reconnaissance. Forces in 
strength, not to exceed three platoon equivalents, would be launched from 
existing MACSOG support sites to interdict, harass, and disrupt the VC/NVA 
LOCs within the AOs. Ambushes, mining, sniping, and raids on way stations, 
cache sites, truck parks, POL storage sites, communications centers, trans- 
shipment points, and river posts were to be emphasized. Operations were to 
be planned as short term (up to five days), but the actual length would be 
determined by the operational situation. 

('S'T' The Plan was scheduled to be implemented in four phases. Phase I 
involved the reorganization of six existing companies, selection of VN 
leaders to replace US personnel .and assignment au£i retraining of the newly 
organized VN platoon size elements. Although the STD had difficulty in ob- 
taining leaders for the companies. Phase I was completed in December aftEY*. 
(See Appendix XIV.) Platoon operations were to be conducted from the C&C’s 
durinq Phase II. Phase III involved advanced training and company operations. 
Phase IV expanded the interdiction operations and increased the number of 
exploitation companies. 

Eight additional exploitation companies were scheduled to be train- 
ed and equipped for Phase IV and were supposed to be recruited and ready to 
start training at the completion of Phase I. The STD however, continued to 
experience difficulty in obtaining capable ARVN leaders. Although there 
were sufficient troops available to form five additional companies, no more 
than three companies could be provided ARVN leadership (five officers and 15 
NCO's per company). The number of additional companies was subsequently, re- 
duced to three. 

Personnel for the three additional companies were primarily Monta- 
gnards and were to be transferred from the 5th Special Forces Group Mobile 
Strike Force assets on 1 January 1971. Two companies would. then be organi- 
ed at Kontum and one at Ban Me Thuot, and the training cycle was scheduled 
to start later in January. ARVN leaders for these companies were to be pro- 
vided by the STD and would commence training at CLT with their assigned com- 
panies. Although the potential areas of employment of the Montagnards was 
restricted, the Director, STD, was of the opinion that they would be very 
effective in the Kontum, Ban Me Thuot area inparticular and the Highlands 
areas in general. • 


SPECIAL MISSION SERVICE 


On 8 December, COMUSMACV approved the concept of employment for the 
SMS and the proposed US Special Forces Advisory Element for the SMS, SMAG. 

The SMS was to be organized with a Headquarters, a Support/Service Company, 
and five Special Mission Detachments. A Signal Platoon and a Medical Platoon 
was to be provided on an as required basis from STD Headquarters. Each Special 
Mission Detachment was to command and control nine subordinate 12-man Special 
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GLOSSARY 

CODE WORDS, SO'G "WORDS, PHASES 
and COMMON CALL SIGNS 


ABCCC 

ABLE MABEL 
AIZ 

ALLEY CAT 
ANGRY TALKER 
ARC LIGHT 

gsIZOE • : 

-BARREL ROLL 


BLACKBEARD 
BLUE BOOK 

BLut chip ; 
BLUE TREE ^ 
BORDEN (C) 


BRIGHAM 

^ - ~ 

“V 

BRIGHT LIGHT 
BUGS 

BUFFALO HUNTER 


Airborne Conma nd and Control fpnf o»> /i .... 

Tactical Reconnaissance in So^Vi'etnam* * BARR£L R ° LL Area) 

A~»r I nterdiction Zone 
lnu Pur (SOG-33-y 

Secu record for Golf-S^di^Relay’site" BARREL R0LL Area 
- Lamhfwi la - ( SQQ-'AT TI 

nprthwes . l Ar^ nr Uj os (S0G-3£i ‘ - - _ 

-*rrfc L..j. f '. r ! ? er -rj aisc ° nt1in ^ d ~ auo 701 ^n^T7 ) 

and XXIV Corps in°the IFFV/I Coros area 

NAD (now DODGE MARK) (SOG-33) FPS area * Originates from 

5Iigii B yjL« y f r oaniel boo « obsolete) 

7tn^Ah L°r«uaiiu /-use (S0G-60) 

lactical Reconnaissance over NVN (SOS-?nl 

Group design- 

-JO^L ^unteer^ j ountenn telligence apparatus using 

jra^ersonne! Recover Center) recovery mission 

Drone'Xiojraphy flown by Slider mu’ ^"PPines (S0G-60) 
.BUMPY ACTION (S0G-20) NVN » also known as 

^SOfr^T? 1nCel Ilgenci * ps ^°P s » a °d cross-b each missions^ 

" S1a (discontinued; (SOG worril I 


Indigenous LambodiSTT intellioence fn n„*. 

^^re tap operations run by SOG 35/36 ctlon teams (SOG- 36) 

ngnfir Snnnnd ^C enter - Vietnam (SQG -60) 

_ “Hf ycl:is w tenal(i5?Te5: gin ms. radios .F 

7rh* 1 flr^ C1al ^ perd - 1 °ns Squadron, C-130E's fSDG 7? i 
Ac f0 c r a?^ 9 : ntertic «°" ^ 

Ca11 S ’ 9n for ^0°° in BARREL ROLL Area 
( Coasta^SecuH ty P Servi °^ anl 2atlon of Maritime Studies Group 
Now known as SALEM HOUSE 
Defense Communications Planning Group 


xm 
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DEWEY RIFLE 

DIAMOND HEAD 
DODGE MARK 
DORSAL FIN 

DOUBLE CROSS 
DUEL BLADE 

OUEL SPEAR . 
DUFFLE BAG 

DUMP TRUCK 

DUST COVER - 


FLAMING ARROW 


FLYING HORSE 
FOOTBOY (C) 
FORAE (C) 

FORD DRUM 


FOUNTAIN PEN 
FRANTIC GOAT 


FULL CRY 


GAME WARDEN 
GIANT NAIL 
GIANT SCALE 
GOLDEN EARRING 

HAILSTONES 
HATCHET FORCE 
HAVOC FORCE 
HAYMAKER FORCE 
HEAVY HOOK 


Nickname referring to cross-beach missions conducted in- 
country (SOG-3I) - 

Use of people sniffers 

Cress-beach operations in-country (SOG-31) 

Tactical reconnaissance photography over Cambodia run by 
7th AF (now FACE VALUE) (S0G-20) 

RT operations into DMZ under control of 3d MAF 
Replaced nickname DYE MARKER. Ground obstacle system to 
pede infiltration into RVN. Compatible with IGLOO WHITE 
A ground obstacle to infiltration 

Employment of DCPG resources in SEA for purposes other 
than to impede infiltration from NVN to SVN 
Air supported antipersonnel sub-system of IGLOO-WHITE 
program _ 

Modular transportable* sensor data collection and procesT- 
ing system 


im- 


k-EGGS' * _ _ 

Gift kits (SOG-33) (discontinued) ( 



JL 3 

kelatiliy to-ni'Lr'UUlll'ClUM uf^. 
enemy hands. Also known as£ 

J andC 

3j 

EL PASO 

* 

COMUSMACV OPLAN tor overg^DUHU UpUf'dl 
in Laos 

rcms" across" "Vxt 

rt— 

FACE VALUE 

Tactical recon in Cambodia 


— > 


5th SFGA under the control of Senior Corps Advisors using 
assets (teams, etc) programmed for SALEM HOUSE (discontinued) 

Now known as SALEM HOUSE 

SOG covert operations against NVN 

Diversionary operations against NVN. Active sub-programs 
are BORDEN (C) and OODLES (C) under FOOTBOY (C) program 
Low level, hand held aerial photography over the SALEM 
HOUSE aod ppatrtf ftrf AO's ■ 


High altitude leaflet drop along RICE RIVER, Cambodian- 
SVN borders 

High altitude leaflet drop along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
1 aos , Cambodia - _ 


Unci as name for MACV plan to conduct large-scale mi 
-operations in S. Laos 



Inland waterways pafrois Interdicting VC shipping 
High altitude photography (U-2) over SEA 
High altitude photography over SEA (other than U-2) 

Unclas name for TAC AIR missions (strikes) in support of. 

RT' s 

M4A resupply containers 

OP-35 platoon size exploitation force. No longer used 
OP-35 Multi-platoon size exploitation force. No longer used 
Battalion-size force. No longer used 
SOG C-123's 



xi v . 


fer sccrct limdis 


HICKORY 
HILLSBORO 
HORNET FORCE 


ClMs - 
I5L06 whiT£ 


IGLOO WHITE/ . 
DUFFLE BAG 

IGlOO WHITE/ 
COMMANDO HUNT 
INSISTENSE (S) 


OP-35 Hill 950 Radio Relay Site 

Call word for. ABCCC during the day (STEEL TIGER) 

■£■1 a toon-*; ire force 

Psvon*; an al nst NVN under FOUlli OYlgi "I 
Leaflets (S0G-33)j^ 


GC's 



jET 

LEAPING LENA 
LIAISON SERVICE 
LEGHORN 
LOKI 

MARKET TIME 

MIDRIFF (C) 

MINT 


MOON BEAM 
MUD RIVER 



NAD 

NASTY PTF's 


NICKEL STEEL 
OODLES (C) 
PANAMA 

Paradise 
parboil (0 

PARFAIT (C) 
PATIO fc) 


"Senior piACfed 6ri 
IGLOO WHITE in-country 

IGLOO WHITE operations in(Laos~or.)OMZ and NVN 
SOG MAROPS in coordi nati on wTfnMARKET TIME (NAVFORV) tn 
prevent infiltration by... into mT : . 1KA VF0RV > to 

■Call wnrri of GCI rad ar at NPN. RTAPR Ifcllasd 

" .! pnC TtdlicooriSd? ^ HandS ’ 

Tnr^niiFirstaff, rvnaf 
Superseded nickname for cros^-border operations in Laos 
Counterpart to SOG- 35 Subordinate element of the STD 

Call sign for Golf-5 Radio Relay Site 
SOG Naval recon activities aoainst NVN 

into t the P De!tl ° f ™ t0 1nterdl ' ct infiltration 

Compromised code word replaced by SHEDDER (C) 

A MAROPS interdiction boat mission where 2 or 3 PTF's ‘are 
sent to one of six specific OP areas of the coast of NVN 
to destroy shipping and take prisoners 
Call sign of ABCCC at night (STEEL TIGER) 

ported anti -vehicular sub-system of the IGLOO. WHITE 


Jinto LaosTj 

nava. Advisory 'Detachment. Operates base for MAROPS 

~,.. af ^ efnP ^° Ved b ^..? 1A ? nP<; 00 m1ssi °ns north of 17.00N 
_ 506-33 worfl tor NVN j 

SOG operations in the DM2 


Notional agent teams in NVN; under FORAE (C) program 
Call sign for GCI radar at- Da Nang AFB 
CU LAO CHAM Island (closed down) 

MAROPS in support of F00TB0Y (C) operations in NVN. 
Formerly PLOWMAN (C) 

Tnr L /i?n eud0 . 0r9ani2at10n in NVN * u °der F00TB0Y (C) 
1AL_AIR strikpc in support of SALEM HOUSE 



various r 
nserted into NVA/VC of Cambodia: 

p^^TTCwn as and 

Feb 70) 


xv 


* 0P CCCRCT LlMDfS 



POLLACK (C) 




PRACTICE NINE 

PRAIRIE FIRE 
PROJECT ATHENS 
PROJECT BUFFAI 0 
Bifca JENNY 
KtU ROCKET 
ROLLING THUNDER 
RUB DOWN 


SALEM HOUSE 
SCU 

SEA DRAGON 
SEALS 

SHEDDER (C) 
SHOT GUN 

SINGLETON 

SLAM 

SNOW FLAKES' 
«g50AP BUBBLES, 

^ oPlKt TEam 


T 



STEa TIGER 
STRATA 

STRAW HATS 
STRAYJSOOSE 
SWltT POPS 

TALLY HO 


TAR HEELS 

task force alpha 
tear drops 

TIGER HOUND 
TIMBERWORK (c) 
TOTEM POLE 
TRAFFIC COP 


rrujeci ro incriminate North ViPfn^ca ^ . 

S^ t ii r j£St« , “ <d " t e,eTCnts; »*•? «** '<CK 

ass^SHT ted by 

*° “« “ZASaLlllltoy 

Spec laT aTerHng III uMl? . , °j eratl0na ^ 1 

Area in NVN north of TALLY HO Area Qt OW> l6Vet 

into a LS f r 0r HACV P,a " S t0 «"*«« large-scale operations 

s^TJLZ r ^r int0 “ a 

OSN interdiction of NVN cnac+ai • 

Sea Air Land - tile tern foolif] ^' PP ' n ? 9 -°°N to 18.00N 
Naval personnel PP 6S t0 s P ecia ^y qualified 

Airdrops in support of FOOTBOY (C) 

s imu 1 a t^prepa ra tory^cti n^ eC6 f ^ 1 ° n plan (June 66 ) to 
Jorce in the area rorth of"the Ocz ampnibious ' “Oil'S 
An agent ope^tion of Airborne Studies Groun 

SPCC1al miSSi °‘ nS 

, j. ora ror MA6 containers a 

Indigenous RT nv.mh. rt (j| 

== ~ UP^J^IwmJ ~3 i nUos a nd Cam too?ia^|n 

short rSSt 5 S “ Sed/ **»«! to 

uation concept to exploit an identified sit- 

r* — 

SOG^! 


*~opecia! Securi ty Office 
Panhandle of Southern Laos 

J^i“ and “ r9et ac O u isition tea TO 

US RT members 

Now known as COMBAT SPEAR 

Incapaci tating^ga^ 65 ^^'”^^* 1 ^^^* Hvri nortf>ern border 

Matlrials 2 ^' 0 * that oparates IGLOO WHITE 
r , . ? in NVN in support of FOfjTRnv lc\ 

Des t rover^De" ° f tap e9u?p -"t Pr ° 9ra " 

!7 '° 0,< "> 18 . OOil 'a Uo a ?nown t as°s!A a ORAGOH» ’ " 9 ° f " VN 
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TROJAN HORSE 
WACO CITY 

WATERBOY 
WILD WEASEL 

YANKEE STATION 


YANKEE TEAM 
YOUNG TIGERS 


? pmJTography , ndl 5n 


-PSYOPS-in- SyN <?f 

Hign lewl ll-i photography, noU known as .GIANT NAIL 
Reaction; teams inserted at sites of enemy contact or 
downed a/c to recover bodies or survivors 
Call sign for~GCI at Dong Ha, SVN 

Aircraft employment electronic detection equipment used 
to detect and destroy SAM sites 

Term to describe TASK FORCE 77; that unit of 7th Fleet 

??;? UCt 5 ai> °P e :^ i ° ns again st NVN. Team is made 
of 3 CVAs and associated destroyers providing screening 
support and SAR support and also protection to MAROPS ' 
when requested ~ 

Tactical recon over Laos 

SAC program for re-locating KC-135s to Taiwan in support 
of an increased B-52 effort 


cfc. 


Addendum 

c SC 
ccc ; 

CCN 

CCS:" 

T • 


SCT 


Command and Control Detachment (SOG-35) 

CSC Central located at Kontum 
CSC North located at 9a Nana 
C S C South located at Ban Me Thuot 
J^ongjh ar ih , KACSQ G-^38 training HO 
-^aj chon' Phariom, Thai 1 an3j 

Sea Lonmando Team^TSS special operations team (SOG-37) 
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FACT SI {.vis 7 


*Su^-jSC.L ' l P^r r. I’,* -j l ij-jv"’ a i* 

'' c .„ p 

C'j?.rf.?:t status “‘ 

?®?? r *P tr CIKCPAC . -?«» «i*.rotchsd » 

TO leaders for'm^x? 5S& 1 ?**?* 

-C .-] “ pna>JJ - n S at Tab 3 .) 

i - : i the ecko’v n n .-- ,r. , -J a coordinated ir)-o>H-;, a. • 

iiivo.l. vino r-orV-*--T.. 1 ‘ s *f ‘ :on - Eiv *c-r Valieva On~rs*' •~ 1 ° r) erf>or t 
111 Sc-pcfcMbsr. -• ^°~ 0 croops which bsr an iTf’^ 

••*;> ° «■»*«. terminated 

£ W * C t0nte '| i^llos^Msf Ration (fAXL jfT^) 

Primary 

'-•ith a secondary was reconn^ttrL}? 70 - Ti ',e. 

: on® production T ” ls?L PWldin ‘' diversionary o e J? fo £ ce 
operation at Tab 4 \ ln £i? e area. *' or • 

operations in so,-Vr Adc ^tional£ traits or this 

SOLth LSGS ara Panned in the future. I?MCS0g 

*“ JCS effort n t a 

reservation- n + f:: ; : P an d the ppp.o hsvp m - + ... 
downed ‘ T. ^ c *! ,:e Que to recent ne ? v; - Lr ‘ Vl some 

po.;ley posed no ’obii^-? he P5?A0 * *- | o»c-v£?? 4 . con cerntn s 

^ niiies v;es^ of ^hp^ 1,3011 to the use of f el V nonV lw!i:,llst> 
personnel east u ch ^ound L^menf of 

••■■' i0i c : .-erarions . Ln - 

t-i ~ c Seotenber c. _ 

iAfpt.°iy a ^ n iS!)*rV P' J operetions''shoul1 rSeCS ^ ate that 

^^ tion - To continu“ r p^ SOnS J but sll ®uid be a politt tai '‘ mir —ted 
would result ^ an nr= P-r °- Dera tions without n^r 1 ^' lca l deter- 
unrnediateiy • h u+ l unacceptable droo in S r °und support 

being Init°^4 4' ainin « P^grajfo? t4afv4? eSS if ^ 

4 A _ l, S u st 1970 r 1 ‘ 1 acc °rdance with the VSAG ^cUio^of^ 

L . ^ - - j£-z 

\ ' : j y ~9?~-f r - p V/ p * 

; ” 9? -ts— • 

r::: r j 




~ p n ^Optc V'J( 0 } the A t: tin;; . c iC:C: i'C t ?li V of State 

.in u iii! r.j ii*;* l'f> 'Jiii O-C: Da f Stated t ! ! t he U!':d (;)•;; tOGC: ^ 

■Uiirii. decision had been j ■ i : ii e rt Lo C; is continue t'V- n-f. o J ' 

exploitation opei-atikAs and 

Xc. c that tli.LS. prodic-u should i..e place 0 before the highest 
autuc>r:i *cy for resolution. w 

, . ' . As *' s >*aau3 t O- the. .10 v.’SAfl, .. a reouost fov- 

ofeo.tsit.on on US part i.einai Ion in iwa;<*u: FlfdK exploitation 

,r c ^f rc:l1, 10 authority. On 33 October 

1!J L ' : ' ;i 1 e.u liic :■■:• v.y authorized thereon i ir.u cd use of pn * 

fnv S S”l-.-' , | ‘.f X’XJ.JJ: opera t iortr; 

Satheyin - »P«>™iionS 

BACK C‘f: 01 'h ?' 

# % 

- Subject operations have-: been, under discussion bv 

cri "?r C -vESV? S m ° “ rK5 ^subject of. State, 

„ 1 *•- j .c*.x, “i<d i-..»Cv ’nr s s 2 go traxi re since 2 June 1270. 

- , ~C *] expanding its operations on the 

^^ Vr f )lS . P at " au . Rnd in the Sc 'kong River Valley in i,so s as . - 
•ell as introducing small teams into northeastern Cambodia. 

'~J he J ? 5 have* .proposed intensifying and expanding PF 
opci « t cions to the Seiiong Fiver; however, State obiects to tho 
use of US-advised (led) PF forces in populated ar^as of Laos! 

Prepared by: 

Lt Col J. Seay III. USA 
J.~3 

Special Operations Division 
Ext: 72602 

Attachments 

(Laos) and 
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19 November 1970 


FACT SHEET 

Subject: Expansion and" Intensification of 

PRAIRIE FIRE OPERATIONS 


CURRENT STATUS 


?P eration s are small reconnaissance 
ow J x P lo J ta JJ on operations conducted into South Laos from 
RVN .0 a depu, of approximately 20 kilometers under the 
omrnand and control of the Military Assistance Command 
tudies and Observations Group (MACSOG) . 

- PF assets consist of reconnaissance teams (RT) 
exploitation platoons and exploitation companies . 

- MftCSOO is presently conducting an acce lerated training 
p) ogram 1:0 tram Vietn amese leaders to repla ce US ad visors 
i n exploitation (pi a toor. and company) operations ( PHASE~l7) . 

- Immediate goal - train 6 all Vietnamese-led 
exploitation companies. 

-..•Time phasing. 

at"camp°Long 3 platOSn *1'™* begins training 

trainin^° V ~ first 3 platoon element completes 
training 80 ~ laSt ^ P latoon element completes 

training" ?1 " flrSt company elemen t begins company 

-13 Feb 71 - first company element completes 
raining and is prepared for employment as an all- 
mdigenous unit. . 

. ~ . 2 ? Mar I 1 ." last company element completes 
training and is prepared for employment as an all- 
indigenous unit. • xx 

' ~ Long Range goal-train 8 additional ARVN-led 
f* p *°^ atlon c ? m P anie s. Personnel to be provided by 
companies not committed to tlie Border Base * 
Defense Program. 

‘3 . gate's ;:: j 

701* LI* THD* ! 
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- Anticipated by MACV that ARVN inputs will be 
available to permit start ^pf training for this 'group 
on 1 Jan 71- 

- MACSOG plans to intensify RT operations (Phase I) , 

- Dependent on weather., enemy troop concentrations 
and air support. 

- More Phase I RT insertions using night low-level 
parachute drops. 

- Increase high altitude - low opening parachute 
'. insertion techniques. 

- 4Ctb 

- Train more Vietnamese in this technique. 

- Increase overland infiltration missions. 

- Expand number of helo landing zones. 

- A 5 KM insertion zone -- beyond existing PF 
boundary -- coordinated with CAS and Vientiane. 

- Increase number of false inserts to provide * 
deceptive cover. 

- Presently have - 55 US-led reconnaissance teams 

, 7 ARVN-led reconnaissance .teams 

- Plans to intensify Exploitation Operations (PHASE II) . 

- Exploitation operations launch overland or by helo. 

- Conduct operations to interdict, harass, and disrupt 

VC/NVA LOC . ' . 


- Focus on LOC and will not normally be directed against 
enemy troops. 

- Emphasize ambushes, mining, sniping. ’ 

- Conduct raids on way stations, cache sites;, truck 
parks, POL sites, communication centers, transshipment 
points, river ports. 

- Short duration operations (up to 5 days). 

BACKGROUND 

- Subject operations have been under discussion by 
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C?f r 5ci nC Cll?PA? S a nH n ™^f y 1970 and the s u t>ject . of State. 

' JCS * CINCPAC and MACV message traffic since 2 June 19 70. 

-c D expanding its operations in South Laos.' 

operations^o^the expa " dln 6 ?? 

operations 5 ^ South Laol P (Mtt”wiND d - C GAramET). C? ° rdinated 

Prepared by: 

LTC Jeff Seay III, USA 
Special Operations Division, J-3 
Ext: 72602/72650 . 



V 5 


X 


V 

VN 


>5 




J»5 

TT 


Tsr 

cmT 


jsr 

TcsaT 


|T«r."''rr 


1 

rat 


Ji l 

Stilt* 


Cffif 


I0 1C 

'\02~yz a n . 
fcar^ Barl 

BflF i 


PRIORITY 
27 SEP 78 

P 2717522 ZFF-6 ~ 

FU ADMIRAL MCCAIN, CINCPAC 
TO GENERAL ABRAMS, COMUSUACV 
INTO ADMIRAL MOORER, CJCS 
ZEN/LT GAN CORCORAN, AOMIN CIKCPAC 
2EM 

■ TOP 0 C- e RET L I MP IP CVCC OH_V 
GOLF S FOR AOMIN CINCPAC 
OPN TAILtllND 

A. COMUSUACV 2009192 SEP 79 

B. COMUSUACV 2511J0Z SEP 70 

1 CU) REFS A AM) B PROVIDED SUMMARY INFORMATION ON OPN 
TaILWIPO. * * 

2. CF «T I WAS PLEASED TO LEARN OF TIC IMPRESSIVE RESULTS 
OF OPN TAIWIND. WHILE TIE HELQ LOSSES ARE REGRETTABLE TIC 
TANGIBLE REStLTS, AS HIC PLIGHT EO IN ENEMY PERSONNEL AIO 
EQU IPlCNT LOSSES; AND TIE VALUABLE INTELLIGENCE OBTAIICO, • 
SHOLLO PROVE OF SIGNIFICANT BEPEFIT TO THE OVERALL INTER- 
DICTION EFFORT. TIC PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT UPON THE EICMY 
OF KNOWING THAT |£ POSSESSES VERY 'FEW SANCTUARIES, OTHER 
THAN HIS HOUELAtO, IS A VALUABLE ANCILLARY WHICH MAY PROVE 
OF EVEN (31EATER VALUE THAN THE PHYSICAL RESULTS OF THIS 
MISSION. 

5» CU) PLEASE PASS MY HI G PE ST COMMENDATIONS TO THD MEN INVOLVED 
IN OPN TAILWIND AND TO THEM A SINCERE "WELL DONE". 

4. CU) WARM REGARDS. DECLASSIFIED 

B Y JCS 
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ft S ' STANT TT 

CHa,r Mans STAir7 ' — (| 

- SPEe »AL a..,- g «oorJ 

cHA, "*^riS; r CB #!2 -| 

ouT i 

cha,* mans ^4 

**VY MB* GROUrT 

- marine mb r crour 

chairmans ""4 

abmv mbo orour 

military .T 0, g > 

.ur u ‘ ! ""‘" 

ABMiN '^r 

. ASSI stawt 


1. Attached “ 23 Septenber 1970 

“P of operf?f d ne ”» provide. 

»H. WTOD 1 ^ T«1 “ «i« al ^ 

“-«• and !"«-,?? P^iouafy ° ^° ss « to 1 
“.this time There aJe Porte<1 (2 

Pri ° r to *m£?t** °panat“* ^^icatio 

2. The final “* *“»* ar^f^ro^, 

or ahn„i ^-mai rennw. .... . . 


ADm 'n aide 
A,R p o»ce Aioe 


05 


or 


— wie target *>.1 w ^prom 
2 * Ti ie final » et area, 

about 27 c ^ * e P°rt win k 

7 September. 11 be f °rwarded on 
Very res Pectfully / 
bA^xs 


r 
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I No. 
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THt JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON. O.C 30301 


STAFF 


DJSM 1382-70 
22 September 2970 


Operation ^ Z . 

o?^e P o .pfrSSnFSl^S"^-' '’■SSe’Sr “ e tateri " 

"* “ alysed •« ^ ms Ia?e! a haVS n?t ^en cl ffl mfj exity 

conduct^a^re'eonnsff i0n of Operation larr *rr»n 

lX“g ™,— 

ssss •« 3»“s:.s affi fsw- •.. 

, *• (W) mere ar» Operation S E w^. 

s? i s s^sss-sSs t°r^ »* 

omuctei on ly ta ^SSt. ' 

icr ne ed-to-toiow 
° f OAS /Vientiane to On. v 

transmitted 25 lei 


a. To Colonel Sadler, Chief SOG, f* ^ 

QUOTE: *“ 

(1) I wish to express our thanks and admiration 
for the manner in which your assets have assisted 
Operation GAUNTLET with aggressive activities in 
Operation TAIL WIND * 

(2) Note that ygu have had a rather rough time 

\ south of Chavane but we are con- 

fident that had it not been for your efforts, P J 
losses would have been even higher. We cannot help 
but believe that our combined efforts are greatly 
confusing the enemy as to friendly intentions and 
are effectively handicapping his ongoing logistical 
efforts . 

(3) Once again thanks for a job well done and 
please accept our appreciation for the high degree 
of professionalism shown by you and your staff. 

UNQUOTE. 

b. To General Abrams, from Ambassador Godley. QUOTE: 

(1) Greatly appreciate the assistance your MACVSOG 
forces have rendered Operation GAUNTLET. Operation 
TAIL WIND seems to be running into tough sledding 
even as are the forces of Operation GAUNTLET south 

of Chavane. 

(2) The aggressiveness of the forces under your 
command as exemplified by Col Sadler's men partici- 
pating in Operation TAIL WIND is certainly contributing, 
to our relatively successful infiltration into, the 
Chavane area. 

(3) I wish to extend my personal thanks to you 
and all your officers who have contributed to this 
joint effort and hope that in the future we may 
successfully enter into other operations of this 
nature which contribute to the accomplishment of 
our objectives in the Panhandle. All the best. As 
ever. UNQUOTE. 
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two ( 2 ^^H-sl^helicopt ers S des-troved era ^ i0n TAIL WIND we ^e 
helicopter gunshlp destroyel y d and ° ne (1) ^10 

been ‘ co^et ejy^orrela^ed 0 !^?^ ^ J AIL WIND have not 
following is an extract of a how «ver, the 

COMUSMACV by J -2 dSinc th* u* £? fl ? s Presented to - 
Update on 19 Sept ember 5 1970 ™' kly Inte Higence Evaluation 

25 KM east of Chavane^etw^ £? ree operati ng 

large volume of documents whiehl^ Sep 70 * capt ured a* 
significant collateral intellio-^n? Pe ? r to be the most 
Transportation Group tS*w” 9th 

of “101 pages evaluated y as°CateIop d ? c ?“ ents consisting 
Doounent Exploitation Centerville* t°a T£ll 

info^SJon^uoh^f ° f theSe *»“•»*• revealed 

\ 

trMspo«Itiw P bI«al?£r °t b J ttle of the 

Tram 4 if . talion subordinate to Binh 

vehi!les hat th * transportation battalion had 145 

during A uT 7 °o Rly 17 ° f these vehicles were used 

quota ) fo?“o^ing b sipSes d* 11 ? reaohed 50* of its 
shortage of fue? anfsp^e^f . Jul 70 due »» 

eon«rn^“l^g e the n Jast a ? ew 1 ^ 5 have shora sreat 
guerrilla activity in ° nths over increasing 

support personnel are Jelnv £f? s -„ Co,nba t servl?f 
tactics; fortifications e &pf Jf? ined ln infantry 
counterattack plans a?l Sh™ ±n f prepar ed; and 
threat from guerrillas b 1 S made to counter the 
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8. C2?S3 A final wrap-up and summary will be forwarded 
on or about 27 Sep 70 when the after action reports are 
evaluated by MACV. 



Director, Joint Staff 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON; O.C. 30301 

OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR 
COUNTERINSURGENCY AND SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

l6 September 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR LT GEN KNOWLES 

Subject: Operation TAIL WIND 


A* . 

I 1 ' 


Per your request, the attached correspondence and 
messages pertain to Operation TAIL WIND, a 3 platoon 
PRAIRIE FIRE exploitation force operating in Laos in 
support off* j Operation GAUNTIET: 


Memo to CJCS (l6 Sep) 

TAB A 

Memo to CJCS (15 Sep) 

TAB . B 

Memo to CJCS (14 Sep) 

TAB C 

PRAIRIE FIRE Progress 
Rpt No. 13^6 

TAB D 

PRAIRIE FIRE Progress 
Rpt No. 13^5 

TAB E 

PRAIRIE FIRE Progress 
Rpt No. 13W- 

TAB F 

PRAIRIE FEIE Progress 
Rpt No. 13^3 

TAB G 

PRAIRIE FIRE Progress 
Rpt No. 13^2 

TAB H 

SECSTATE to VTN 15 Sep 70 

TAB I 

VTN to SECSTATE 13 Sep 70 

TAB : J 

VTN to SECSTATE 27 Aug 70 

TAB K 

COMUSMACV to CINCPAC 

TAB L 

r Operation GAUNTLET 

TAB M 
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memosambdm for THE chairman, joint CHB _ g ■ 

, •» CHIEFS OF STAFF 

ject: Operation TAIL WIND (u) 

Operation 

' L J Operation MOmSt £, ££J . 0peratin S 
traotlon^z^the 1 ^?? Se ? 70 » *Ule enroute to *k 

“SatSS*«M f®°«S “« 

“ hfch subsequently° 1 Iestroyeii? ne 

at the 

helicopter ta??^ sma:u arms firl £“??? “ 141421H 
^ ter * tail number vw tp • One (1) 

rs3'ultinr'fn Cti0n / and subsequentXy a cra d h e j tansive damage 
WlA. af ^0^ I 1 ) Scu KM and^ijj ?f \ e , d re at 6 52921 * 

to RVN without further S incident? re “^d'SJ ^Id 

“ »7?>s~«*is; s'sr^f; a •-«- *» ™ 

GAirai?\f ttach ^ Hj“ interim report on Operation " ' 




fm jot m TTAft 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON. D.C 30301 


T i ; . Cr 


DJSM 1356-70 
15 September 1970 


MEHOHAaDUM FOR THE CHAIR1.1M,, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Subject: Operation IAH, WIND 

Operation 

m .upport oC Jpe^fj^i^^^operating 

that therT '••aa t hea^ r 2etlvitF 1 | r omd 7 th 1 £ P W8S r ' port ' d 
perimeter. Th# ,,,, 4 * +w AVlt y around the PF forced 

to an LZ. llg* r “he go?-?? 84 f J oa ROH portion 
f ne (1) CH-53 helicopter tU? n ° f w suppressive fires. 

Jhg to extract the force* hi ^ l nPQber XH-lh, while atteoot- 
hlade and aborted thflMdg? £** wlth lts rotor P 

■oreaent bads to Its base bSf 'was hi , th ' n began 
*nd crashed at YB ^500nS hit by a B-4o rocket 

clear injuries and were re»g?* Cr8w ® e °hers suffered 
helicopter. The dcr«ed 8 *«°° d CH-53 

des uroyed by iac atr tk*. copter was subsequently 
nuaber YH-a?, “S, tg^-d extlnsw ? ellc0 P t «» taif 

?£ - “S 

“ •“* “■«« ■— ^sg^jgjg rag. .. 

p^^d^^t\fI C |SndS^tld P by t me X /f? C TO'? Unded from th « 

tall nuaber 560, but reef* TO -M helicopter/ 

the vicinity of the L2 (?c ^loSI^/S* 11 J^ 8 fire 1x1 
dtoage. One ( 1 ) AH-ir >Sl?4 X ? 42 ' 8X1(1 sustained minor 

6^0, sustained extensive daSI?e e whf? nShlp, tal1 'number 

t^the?^^ 5 the extraction attempt 1 * B^h’ 1 ^ 5 suppressive 
to their base without further incidintf^ alrcraft *• turned 





ff&StoK /«s 


esnOS 


and it e3tabIished^a^defensive°po3ltlon r £rd C1 ' OVed K 73 1,37033 

enemy activity es of 132400. P ^ ar5d ^P^ed no further 

9 

that'tifkg JISS'SLSUgSA, 1 * SSP 72 ' t!A «00 ^dlcated 

by heii — • ™ ?s u ^ 

eaeajr gr^d'fire^diLinr an P att# °*% CH * 53D vas hit by ' 
end crashed. The crew wa 3 recovSea d » e e t 5' aCtlon °P er ®tion 
was destroyed by friendly aircraft to prl^cap^e^ 0 ^ 4 

ground ^«re°on lb'sep^O, ^iVautlcS^^i 341 ' 076 ' 5 by enecy 
of the A SEAU Valiev All f««S U ^ Ca ^ n-k J e8 west -southwest 
but ve re. slightly wounded ThL'If' members were rescued 
of PRAIRIE FIRE operations . aircraft was ^ support 

of - the { f Orel . ar (As°of n i4ll00 r sep f 70) e StatUS ° f * rtr * etl <». _ 


JOHN w. veer 
Lieutenant General, USAF 
D.rectcr, Joint Staff 


1 Attachment — Map 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


WASHINGTON. O.C. 30301 


DJSI! 13ft 3-70 
1ft September 1570 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Subject: Operation TAIL WIND 

1. (as^-On 11 September 1970. thr ee FRATRT^ pttjtt 

is s e i™ s sr^c^ s ^ o 5 iss ^"s " 

?«45eTii?lrfSn W to h fcpp,^? perati0n andVlu" 5 

«“ f' ? »lS3y*5iLltlM 

unknown ♦ The team then established an RON nasltinn mn* 
reported negative eneay activity. position and 

3. (JSjTSie following aircraft daaaae*was ' 

H Septeaoer 1S70 during the lnsertSSVSllOo!!? °° 

% 


>e Aircraft 


Tail Ko„ 


2 CH-53 (USMC) ‘ 12, 13 


(us?) 1Gj 0111181115 081 

* ^ 

Gun3hlp “ ^ S5 ' 


Damage Remarks 

Light damage Returned to 
from small KONTUM 

arms fire 


1 hit in 
canopy 


Returned to 
DAS TO 


Light damage Returned to 
from small KONTUM 
arms fire 





1 AH-1G, Gunshlp C5 
(USMC) * 


Moderate Returned to 

d 2 ~r. 2 S from HOIJTUl! 
saall eras 
fire 


4. (JSf On 12 September 1970, the force was moving vest 
and heard tracked vehicles to the north. A short time later, 
the force sade contact with an estimated ten (1C) nan eneny 
squad resulting in one (1) US VIA and . one SCU VIA. Eneay 
casualties are unknown. Several hours later, the unit aade 
contact with an estimated thirty (30) man eneay platoon. 
Later, the eneay platoon had been reinforced to an estimated 
coapany size element (ICC- 150 oersocnel). Total friendly 
casualties were one (1) SCU KIA end fifteen (15) SCU VIA; 
enemy casualties are unknown. ZAC AIR strikes were directed 
against eneay positions end the enemy broke contact. 

5* (TS*)* During an attempted aedevas mission, the follow- 
ing aircraft damage was sustained from heavy ground fire in 
the vicinity of YC 433-79: 
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base 
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6. ( 23 ) On the night of 12 September 1570, the unit 
reported in-cooing snail arms, B-4C rocket and aortar fire 
but sustained no further casualties. A C-130 gunshlp was 
directed against suspected eneay positions with unkn own 
results. 

7. test Additional Information: AMEMBASST, Vientiane, 
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reported as having occurred in "the South Vie tnanese/Laot ian 
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3 teST Total casualties' for Operation TAIL VElD as of 
12 SjjSS.rUrq are as follows: 
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SUBJECT: =RaIR!E F!R=/NICK=L STEEl PROGRESS REPORT 1342 fU). 

A. CCK’-'SVICV 1338 (SOS! DTG 291132 -: SEE 72 <«7 

1, t^TT Intents: 

a. INTEND TO INSERT ONE Cl) RECONNAISSANCE team CRT) INTO EACH 
C~ THE FOLLOWING TARGET AREAS ON 12 SEE 70 : 

} A H I S H a v — 3 ( y S 63^272 ) W I R a T A - 
: JLLIETT -9 £ Y 2 440353 ; AREA RECONNAISSANCE 

) A 3 H A'J -4 CYC 46 - 4721 ) RIVERNATCK 

(4) TANGO-3 CYC ’95020) R I V ER W AT CM 

(5) a C H 0 — o ; Y D 0^1047) R 0 A D A A i C H 

( 6 ) INDIA -4 ( XD 553515 ) POINT RECONNAISSANCE 

S. THE REO'JjRSD 43 HOUR INTENT IS PROVIDED TOR THE FOLLOWING 
target: gcl - -5 ers 60 * 55 ) area sconna issancs 

C; SEE PARA 5 - OPERATION TAjL'AInD 

2 . :«*? status of targets intended for ii see 73 : targets listed 

IN papa 1 a ( 1 - 6 ) WERE INTENDED FOR 11 SEP 73 . S’J T HAV? NOT SEEN 
CO“ = _="ED PRIOR TC THIS REPORTING PERIOD DUE TO UNFAVORABLE WEaTHER 

RAGE 1 «£ P — £ D I J i T 03131013 . 
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CONDI T 1 OK'S OR other operational priorities 

3. UWT STATUS OF SUEKEHTS CORRErfTLy C J' AREAS and C 0W INUE 

?m E T 5 E re 0 spec°twe Milsrls ^ve reported negat we enemy acuity 

Or SIGHTINGS- F _ (Yy 6 «< 3 S 5) RADIO RELAY SITE 

( 1 ) ONE 1, R'- “?{j F * ‘ 375 AK 0 ) RADIO RELAY SITE <RVN> 

(2) ONE (a. !jn t43AD3 RADIO RELAY SITE (RVNjl* 

(3) ONE ;V„T U ,'-?C’a M?SS10N or ar°a reconnaissance in' the 

8 . ONE Cl) RT H.Th A MISSION Or AR_ g 0 N 7 SEP 70. ON 10 

BRAVO-9 <YC TaRC T A,, .t aj RgLAY sjtE , at Y C 375^00. 

SEP 7 f ; TK” .='••' Rc ‘^ r. 1 . c I? n ., ..m REPORTED NEGATIVE enemy ACTIVITY. 
UPON COMPLETION or ITS /;JSSIO.«. and RtPORlE^ cG g (x0 7 i41 99 > 

C OME (l; RT ' ”*!”«r-ed '5 K=UCO=TER WITHOUT INCIDENT ON 100138Z 
TARGET A.^;a. W.,S i.^--R-ED SCHEDULED FOR 10 SEP 7®. 

SE P 70. AT XD 57838:,, NO RO, POSI - JO^ J» c0 ^ aissamce , n JHS DElTA -6 

n. ONE (i: rt I /R -:il a rea* S was' i°sErt*p by helicopter without incident 

iSto' a r!dIO BEUY SHE .T YB »•*»». »» 

ON Al 'n ’VjFILTRATION INTO THE TARGET AREA ON 11 SEP 70. 

SUBSSOUrN. OVsHuAUD .NF |TRATIO. RECONNAISSANCE IN THE 

E. o::= C.: RT. Wi.H * ° r KA s inserted BY PARACHUTE on 

;0«S- S | sll 7 fl?'yc 37R265. NO ROM POSITION WAS SCHEDULED. 

4 (U 1 SPOT REPORTS: NOME 

rlTrm •»> iri^U aSSe? T Sr"5i«“i2SIoS , ». 

; i; OK 3130.-2 > 7 "; 5 T SHC1 ; E0 S |0NS OF HECENY USE BY ' 

THAT WAS S.t> .^lER^ i* TA ROOTS AND HEADING SOUTH. 

AH estimate; ebeky souab eak ko bata ;o»’| s ‘« ob . 

(2) ON 31*13*2 AUG 7 % THE TE 492574 ON 310B00Z AUG 70* THE. 

TEAlf DIRECTED A N T ACT ICAL AIR Y STRIKE ON^THE SUSPECTED COMPANY POSITION 
wl 7 H UMKNOX, RESULTS. _ <02579 , THE TEAM MADE CONTACT MITH AN 

■ 

UNKNOWN S.Zs = VE,,, _ r,25- f ^T 5 ct'-«*Y uii TH= ENEMY K 1 A WAS WEARING A 

^JS^s'.ssshs; .T„“r , ai“»s»f;.air 
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WAV? p e-N IN GOOD HEALTH AND HAD A NEATLY TRIMHED HAIRCUT. NO 
IDENTIFICATION OR DOCUMENTS WERE FOND ON THE BODY, 
o ocr p ROS R?T l33 e (Uj COMUSM ACV 1631 (SOG) DTG 061005Z SEP 70. 
twr? PaS! 4 CGOLF-l) . DURING THE .CONDUCT OF THIS MISSION 1-6 SEP 70 
T uc rni LOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED. . 

THE ;°-5322a3Z SEP 70. AT Y9 598335. THE TEAM OBSERVED ONE <1> 82MM 
MORT/R PIT AND TWO (2) ADJOINING BUNKERS. IN A NEARBY THE TEAM 

FOUND SEVEN ( 7) GaS INF!) AND TWO (2) H.E. 82HH ROUJjQS THAT HAD 
f!rED TO FIRE. THE TEAM ESTIMATED THAT THE POSITION HAD NOT BEEN 

*(i^ D ON I 05’3"SZ S SEP 70^« J AT ? Y3^58031B^» THE TEAK 03 SERVED AN ABANDONED 
' 0 WT WAS 235 METERS BY 280 METERS IN SIZE. THE TEAM 

ESTIMATED THAT THERE WERE 25S-33S ONE (1) AND TWO (2) MAN FOX HOLES 
IN THE AREA ALL OF WHICH WERE TWO (2) TO THREE ( J) MEEKS OLD. 
a COMMENTS*. A, ON 09 SEP 7« AT XD 593507# A PILOT# FLYING IN 

SUPPORT OF MACSOG OPERATIONS* OBSERVED A FERRY CROSSING SITE THAT 
iwci UD = D A CAMOUFLAGED RAFT AND A ROPE GUIDE LINE (NFI). 

JdSrI-G THE WE^K 21-27 SEP 70. EMPHASIS ON MONITORING ENEMY 
!ct»VIT Y IN AND W B ST OF THE DKB HILL CONTINUE. RECONNAISSANCE 
tfUwS ARE PLANNED WEST OF BASE AREA 607 AND NORTH OF BASE AREA 
*11 -n*PH AS IS will ALSO CONTINUE ON MONITORING ENEMY INFILTRATION 

'uos 1«to «Kecc?i im south vietn.m in the tni-eorder .»ea. 


7. STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

A. MISSIONS (RT/PLT/CO) 

B. PRISONERS 

C. US Wl A/KI A/MI A 

D. VN W I A /K 1 A/M 1 A 

E. ENEMY KI A CBC) 

F. ENEMY KI A JEST) 

G GUNSHIP SORT IES6 
H. TAC AIR SORTIES 
l . secondary EXVLOSIONS 
J. STURCTURES (DES7/DAMAGED) 
K • C 

CHES <DEST/DAKAGED>«8 0 

L. ARTY (MSN/RD3) 

M. BRIDGES (DEST/DAMAGED) 

N. PER/V H/MINES EM PL 

O. VEH (DEST/DAMAGED) 

P. EN WPN CAPTURED 


PFAO 
WEEKLY 
6/#/0 
0 

3/0/0 

2 / 2/0 


10 

15 

0 

0/0 


152 


0/0 

0/0 

0/0 


TOTAL 

1241/186/1 

40 

444/85/38 

715/234/145 

1559 

3008 

1546 

6504 

2143 

1037/597 


440/4559 

9/9 

1785/69 
136/152 
117 


M COUNTRY 
MEEKLY TOTAL 
UNCHANGED 
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T. K/.CSOG I NF ORNS US THIS MORNING THAT IT INTENDS INSERT 

s-RT£.>; 2 ;b_ 5 , three platocns (approximately Tea neni 

I "' 0 '• r ‘ tA •' ^ottv. reconnaissance in rn^*-: TN 

THE V ICIN ITY CP C HAN UN [ Y3 3615691/ APPROX I 1-IaTEL Y TEN 
KILGNcTETrS WEST o F CURRENT PRAIRIE FIRE LINE. THIS 
HAS SEEN CAREFULLY COORDINATED WITH CCAS VIENTIANE, 
v.'E DO N OT KNOW SPECIFICALLY WHETHER AMERICAN F PR SOWN? ■ 
WILL PaRTICIPa i~; hLH l UNDERSTAND THAT ABOUT ThREE 
AMERICANS AS- NOR MALLY aTTaCkTd TO £ ACM ^LATP Cn. T H«!llKr 
S ACSa In waShINS;qn is tnfcr-ej c f TH T S~ n t vr.?<j VflNi py 

action and can indicate if any ansrican personnel are 

INVOLVED. — 

i • i ... . > . 

? * f s 1 H « v » ALREADY INDICATED IN VIENTIANE 59**' 

I MENTIONED "GAUNTLET" TO THE WINS AUGUST 3J. 

I ALSO T OLD HIm w£ W~Rr STUOYTN'G Tu~ PRiijjfa !i tty 
21 A s»A< I ‘"TTDN PAST n r chavanE 

* ?;p SAID _ThaT IF THIS ACTION OCCURRED IT WOULD SE 
:Su " S0JT * VIETNAM. TJKE Kf\G SAID THIS was EXCELLENT. 
< a-*l: !>0 _i 53s ^ IHA7 ,, SCU.r”VTi , 'iNA.nc.iw _ AMBASSADOR HaO 

IPwn&n to him In general TERNS OF POSSIBLE HARASSING 


.CTICNS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM (SEE. PaP.A 2 VIENTIANE S7S71. 

;ii N j ^^TSlO ~H U Y That H5.WSULP HAVE NO S EJECTION !r Tury 
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cosra gumship was shot down in lao 
VN BORDER while SUPPORTING 
LWIMD WHICH is A DIVERSIONARY 
TIOM GAUNTLET. since helicopter 
D If! SUPPORT OF GROUND FORCES. I 
LOSS OF THIS GUNSHIP AS QUOT^ 

T= WILL ATTRACT 

PAIR IE FIRE OPERATIONS IN LAOS. • 
HAT THE LOSS BE REPORTED AS ‘ ‘ 
HE South VIETNAMESE/LAOTIAN 
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} wo i^cat^s ^'mow^preoccijp crossed with reptel- 

TREATMENT op PR^iri-^, 1 !? SOUVANNA IS WITH press 
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. 3. X aSSUKE TKAT^HSCiClENTS OF_fHi?..KESSAQ^.A«e AWAR? 

OF OPERATION "GAUNTLET'* «/fN*COHNECT ION WITH "OaUNTLET" 
i am endeavoring to arrange for macsog to conduct ah 

OPERATION JUST CAST OF Ch'AVANE SO THAT A DIVERSION. 

-WOULD "EXIST t 'FACIL I*T/.TInG* THE INSERTION -PROVIDED . - 
FOR IN "GaUNTLET" IN THE CHAVAKE AREA* THlS.TTpE OF . . 

COORDINATION AND JOINT EFFORT IS WHAT I BELIEVE 
WE SHOULD SEEK TO ACHIEVE AND- WHAT* I BELIEVE 1 WE HAVE 
ACHIEVED THANKS TO -THE EXCELLENT’ WORKMANLIKE *’ 

arrangements that have: BEEN established WITH hacsog 
personnel. • 

i*.. ANOTHER POINT t BELIEVE THAT SHOULD BE . BROUGHT ‘TO 
THE ATTENTION OF DEPT PERSONNEL STUDYING . THIS PROBLEM. 

{S THE CURRENT STATE OF HACSOG ASSETS;*AS I UNDERSTAND . 
IT# HACSOG CURRENTCY HAS AT ITS DISPOSAL ONLY SIX REPEAT 
SIX COMPANIES OF PERSONNEL' TRAlNEO FOR CROSS- DOROEffV 
OPERATIONS* three OF THESE COMPANIES ARE CURRENTLY 
OPERATING iN^CWlBODlOlHtCH LEAVES: ONLY_THREE TO. 

OPERATE IN SOUTHERN LAOS. OPERATION "GAUNTLET" ALONE 
WILL ENTaJL SOME TEN REPEAT TEN . BATTALIONS .REPEAT 
BATTALIONS. HACSOG MAY BE ABLE TO EXPAND ITS PERSONNEL* 
BUUPRESENi^PLANS PROVIDE. FOR AN IMPORTANT EXPANSION . 

pF f Assets which i 0ELiEve*wiLL prodably be ready 

TOtTKE the? field- prior TO an effective .EXPANSION of. 
HACSOG ASSETS. 

. . . . . . ■ 

s. ANOTHER factor IN hY RELUCTANCE TO SEE PRAIRIE 
FIRE 1 FORMALLY EXPANDED WES'TWaRO IS that i PRAKKlrY/ 

DO NOV HAVE COMF1 DZNCE |M MaCV STAFF DEJN6 AS SENSITIVE* 
TO LAC 'POLITICAL REALISES AS 1 AM. THE RECENT FRACAS* 
OVER PUBLIC DISCLOSURE POLicY IS A STRIKING EXAMPLE OF 
WHAT I HAVE IN MIND* !»H FULLY PREPARED AND LOOK 
FORWARD TO COLLABORATING IN A- MOST* CONSTRUCTIVE- 
AND HELPFUL MANNER WjTH MACSOG AND I WILL ON A CASE* . 
CY-CASE BASIS AUTHORIZE OPERATIONS WEST OF ThE' EXjSTlNO 
PRAIRIE FIRE LINE. HOWEVER/ I THINK IT WOULD BE MOST 
UNWISE AND I WOULD STRONGLY OPPOSE - FOR MALLY EST ABO- 
LISHING THE line as suggested in pjCUagRath 6, 


' s* IT BTGHT* WELL BC *AROUEO THAT PRAIRIE FIRE-XiMS* BE -MOygB 
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operat:o>: gauntlet 


Operation GAUNTLET was planned rh mid-August 1970 by the 
EL the initial step in the South Laos interdiction 

Program. The objective was harassment and interdiction o£ enemy 
LCC. coupled with efforts to clear the eastern rim of the Bolovens 
Plateau of enemy in order to secure friendly launch bases. More 
than o, 000 existing irregulars were to be used in the operation, 
which was designed to attack Route 23 from Muong Sen south to 


Toumlaae by mining and ambushing the road, to attack #teay traffic 
on Route 96 north and south of Chavane and on Route 165 to the east, 
and to interdict Routes 13 and 16 and the Se Kong River north and 
south ot Attcpeu. Action teams were to be employed in the areas of 
Ban 3ac, Lao Ngam, Faksong. and in the Mekong Valley south' of 
Pakse to ambush and harass LOC or to call in air strikes on suitable 
targets. Operation GAUNTLET was designed to pull together in a 
single coordinated effort an offensive which would have greater impact 
than a number of similar activities conducie<£ jin the above 
mentioned areas in the past. 



SECRET/SENSITIVE 







Ahhough r-ral ar.:: 3 -yen ar in =iov e - c - : :3wa - d 

tae operational arsa a: :h e time Cperation GAUNT LZT was being 
considered asd approved. the£_ ~ settled oa 

2/ August 1970 a3 the begiaaiag date ox the operation. Since that 
tune are SGC battalions have been committed against enemy UGC or 
positions arstsnd the Bolovens. and five more SCU battalions against 
Xoute 23 in tie. central 2. aos panhandle. 

Action teams consisting cf a total of 230 mea were air lifted 

oegmmng 11 September into the Chavaae area, with 163 men targetted 

aorta of Chavaae oa Route 96. aad 112 on Route 96 southTad Route 

•163 east of Chavaae. Another 42 men are awaiting infiltration to 

HL2s south cf Caavaae. These teams nade contact with the enemy 

soon afte. infiltration aad have lost 4 killed aad 7 wounded with - * 

unknown enemy casualties. They mined Route 96 about 30 kilometers 

south a£ Caavaae and destroyed the lead truck in an enemy convoy. 

They have also called in air strikes aaaiast --r.n-.-j 

aga— st .eported enemy positions 

with results unknown thus far. 


Four Commando/Raider 


teams were infiltrated into the Ban 


Bac area on 3 September aad have established a base camp east of 

taat location. Two teams reported on 11 September that they were 

SECRZT/SZNSITIVZ 
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Operatic.-. 2A7N7LZ7 was planned :a mid- August I9T0 by :h« 
C :ae initial stjp in the South Laos Interdiction 

Program. The objective was harassment and interdiction of enemv 
LCC, coupled with efforts to clear the eastern rim of the Boiovens 
Plateau of enemy in order to secure friendly launch bases. More 
taan = ,000 existing irregulars were to be used in the operation, 
which was designed to attack Acute 23 from Muong Sen south to 
Toumlane by mining and ambushing the road, to attack enemy traffic 

«SSI * 

on Route 96 north and south of Chavane and on Route 165 to the east, 
and to interdict Routes 13 and 16 and the Se Kong River north and 
south oi Attoaeu. Action teams were to be employed in the areas of 
Baa Bac. Lao N'gam, Faksong. and in the Mekong Valley' south' of 
Fakse to ambush and harass LOC or to call in air strikes on suitable 
targets. Operation CACX7L2T was designed to pull together in a 
stagle coordinated effort an offensive which would have greater impac 
taan a number of similar activities conducte<£ Jin the above 
mentioned areas in the nasi. 
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Allno uir * . . . _ . * . , , 

. - - .. -- -r. T.over.or.: :swa:i 

Op€*lllO*li* 1" 22 1 * • *1 •» ‘ ■ aw „ ,*«, . ^ • l«>w a MW • 

a * wp-t :4..wn uA w ^. • _Z? waj being 

consider ed a^d aaorav^d * -*-.1" , 

*. »??.3vec t ^Jnaj *«:Ied ca 

2, August i~T5 as the beginning date o; the operation. Sir.ce that 

tiiae five SCC hattalicas have beer, committed against enemy ICC cr 

positicas armmd the 2ol 3 ver. S ; and five more SCC battalions against 

Route 33 ir. tite.eer.tral iaos panhandle. 

Action teams consisting cf a tstai of 230 men were air lifted 
oegmmng 11 September into the Chavaae area, with 163 mea targetted 
aorta of Chavaae oa Route 96. aad U2 oa Route 96 southed .Route 
loo east of Ckavaae. Aacther 42 mea are awaiting iafiltratioa to 

KLZ 3 SOUth ** Chi ' /U=e - T “ ea « sea =» contact with the enemy 

soon aier ia«3tratioa aad have lost 4 killed aad 7 wounded wirh‘ * 

unknown enemy casualties. They mined Route 96 about 30 kilometers 
south cf Chavaae aad destroyed the lead truck in an enemy convoy. 

They have al*o called in air strikes against reported enemy positions 
■with results unknown thus far. 


Four Commando/ Raider teams 


were infiltrated into the Baa 
S.c „ S Sepceab.; idd . h... „ =p „„ „ f 

localoa T.o ,„a. r ^ 0 _. d „ u S . pt . =b .- t!a . ti . y 

' m lj T/C 3T 1 r ZZ^ZJS^ma 
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depart!.-.’ to commence their mi isizr.i, 
*• • • 

reported yet. 


'o rejults have been 


la the Bolov-ns area, or.e S3" battalion (from Sava nnak hct) 
moved from PS-21 to Haute la aad the 5e Kang, ther. south ta a pair. 
west of Attopeu. A second SO" (which eames from Luang Prabang) 
moved from Phou Tapak on the scuta edge of the plateau to Haute 13 
and the Se Kong, from which it moved north ta link uo with the 
arst.SGU. The first SOU clashed with two NVA companies on 
3 September, killing five enemy and wounding ten while losing two 
killed and five wounded- The second SOU clashed three'different 
times between 4 and 6 September, killing 2S enemy, wounding 23. 
and sinking four boats while calling in air strikes that killed 30 
enemy and wounded 10 more. The two battalions linked up on 
9 September and turned west on 10 September, moving to attack 
enemy-held PS-26 from the rear. On 11 September the sec ond SGU 


clashed with an NVA unit, killing 11 enemy while losing 2 killed =»-»d 
la wounded in a mine field. At last report, the battalion.was 
positioned two kilometers southwest of PS-26. On 12 September, 
the first SGU clashed with enemy troops dug in along a hill one 
kilometer north of PS-26. The irregulars were repulsed during three 

CBeZLjjT/GSNGITiys 


3 


assaults losing e.ght friendly wounded: The SGU was last reported 
in positions two kilometers northeast of PS-26. 

A third SGU battalion of Meo from MR II was launched against 
Phou Nong Tao, a hill overlooking the Attopeu area. They captured 
the hill with little trouble and on 10 September dispatched one company 
along the rim of the plateau to capture Phou Khoumphouk, five 
kilometers northeast of PS-26. On 13 September they clashed with an 
enemy company before reaching the objective and were held up while 
directing air strikes into enemy positions. ^ 

. A fourth SGU battalion, also from Savannakhet. was assigned 
to attack PS-26 from PS-38. The unit has been tied down by heavy 

enemy resistance and nightly heavy weapons fire. It has not advanced 
•ignificantly. 

The fifth SGU, a Pakse unit, was assigned to move on PS-38 

from PS-166. The enemy hit them first, on 29 August, and seined 

* . 

PS-166 with 20 friendly killed and 41 wounded. Although PS-166 was 
reoccupied on 5 September, the SGU has not moved out since that time. 


C S GHIiT/GISf3I T fVE 





A third SGU is moving east along the south side of the Se Bang 
Hiang River with no contact until 12 September when they clashed 

with a Fathet Lao battalion, killing 14 enemy and wounding 20 while 

# * 

suffering 7 wounded. 


The fourth and fifth SCUs in MR m are moving east .from Houey 

M«n toward Toumlane on Route 23. They are hindered by i»avy. 

\ 

rains, mud and high waters, as are the SGU moving along the Se Bang 
Hiang. The units advancing on Toumlane have reported only light 
clashes in the past few days with Fathet Lao reconnaissance units. 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 30301 


DJSM 1365-70 
16 September 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Subject: Operation TAIL WIND (U) 


in support off, J Operation GAUNTLET in Laos. P S 

Se s 70 > while e^oute to the ex- 
traction LZ, the unit made contact with an unknown s±tr 

lalSlwK'and ” 4 )?? 37 ' resulting in n“f3S£ ^ 
SJSSSnSi I«??J one t 1 ) enemy KIA. The unit also captured 
Sh?^k « military documents and one (1) 120mm mortar 
which was subsequently destroyed. v 1 

3» (Wr On 141300H Sep 70, the unit arrived at the 

Se^TO^der 2 *!^ Y ° ^? 36 and was extracted at 141421H 
Sep 70 under heavy small arms fire. One (1) CH-53 

du^^extr*^ 1 num J er p I “ 18 sustained extensivedamage 
* t ? action /*^ d subse quently crashed at 652921 
in one C 1 ) scu KIA and six (6) US crew members 

J nd P as sengers were extracted and returned 
to RVN without further incident. 

is airc raft loss for Operation TAIL WIND 

is three (3) CH-53s , one (1) AH-1G and one (1) AH-1H. 

GAUNTLET^ AttaChed 1 j an interim re P ort on Operation 



JOHN W. 
Lieut en: 
Director^ 



eneral, USAF 
oint Staff 
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OPERATION GAUNTT.rT 


Operation GAUNTLET was planned in mid- August 1970, by the 
C. Jas the initial step in the South Laos Inter diction 

Program. The objective was harassment and interdiction of enemy 
LOC. coupled with efforts to dear, the eastern rim of the Bolovens 
Plateau of enemy in order to ..cure friendly launch bases. More 
than 5, 000 etdsting irregulars were to be used in the operation. 

Which was designed to attack Rout. 23 from Muong Sen south to 

Toumlan. by mining and ambushing the road, to attack enemy traffic 
ou Rout. 96 north and south of Chavane and on Route 165 to ,h. east, 
and to interdict Route. 18 and 16 and ,h. S. Kong River north and 
south of Attopeu. Action team, were to be employed in the area, ol 
Ban Bae, Lao Ngam, Paksong. and in the Mekong Valley south of 
Paks. to ambush and haras. LOC or to call in air s. • . on suitable 
•argets. Operation GAUNTLET -a. designed to pull together in a 
.fugle coordinated effort an offensive which would have greater impac 
than a number of similar activities conduct.^ Jin the above 

mentioned areas in the past. 


<ggGitcT/5rrraiiui l . 
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Although eeveral unit, weri in pUc. or in movement toward 
the operational area at the time Operation GAUNTLET was being 

considered and approved^thet Jhas settled on 

27 Auguet 1970 a, the beginning date of the operation. Since that 
time five SGU battalions have been committed against enemy LOC or 


positions around the Bolovens, and five 
Route 23 in the central Laos panhandle. 


more SGU battalions against 


Action .teams consisting of a total of 280 men were air lifted 
beginning 11 September into the Chavane 


area, with 168 men targetted 
on Route 96 south and Route 


nor& of Chavane on Route 96, and 112 

165 east of Chavane. Another 42 men at. awaiting infiltration to 
HLZs south of Chavane. These teams nade contact with the enemy 
soon after infiltration and have lost 4 killed and 7 wounded with 
«kno»n enemy casualties. They mined Rout. ,6 abou. 50 kilometer, 
south of Chavane and destroyed the lead truck in an enemy convoy. 

Thor have also called in air .mike, against reported enemy position, 
with results unknown thus far. ! 


Four Commando/Raider teams 
Bac area 


were infiltrated into the R«n 
on 8 September and have established, has. camp east of 
that location. Two teams reported on U September t 


that they were 


2 



departing to commence their missions, but no results have been 
reported yet. 

In the Bolovens area, one SGU battalion (from Savannakhet) 
moved from PS- 22 to Route 16 and the Se Kong, then south to a point 
west of Attopeu. A second SGU (which comes from Luang Frabang) 
moved from Phou Tapak on the south edge of the plateau to Route 18 
and the Se Kong, from which it moved north to link up with the • 
first SGU. The first SGU clashed with two NVA companies on 
3 September, killing five enemy and wounding.ten while losing two 
killed and five wounded. The second SGU clashed three different 
times between 4 and 6 September, killing 25 enemy, wounding 23, 
and sinking four boats while calling in air strikes that killed 30 
enemy and wounded 10 more. The two battalions linked up on 

9 September and turned west on 10 September, moving to attack 
enemy-held PS-26 from the rear. On 11 September the second SGU 
clashed with an NVA unit, killing 11 enemy while losing 2 killed and 

10 wounded in a mine field. At last report, the battalion was 
positioned two kilometers southwest of PS-26. On 12 September, 
the first SGU clashed with enemy troops dug in along a hill one 
kilometer north of .PS-26. Theirregulars were repulsed during three 

6BG2, ET/SSNSIHVC ' 
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CBGIUZT/OBMlTIVi: > 

assaults losing eight friendly wounded. The SGU was last reported 
in positions two kilometers northeast of PS-26. 

A third SGU battalion of Meo from MR II was launched against 
Phou Nong Tao, a hill overlooking the Attopeu area. They captured 
the hill with little trouble and on 10 September dispatched one company 
along the rim of the plateau to capture Phcr* Khoumphouk, five 
kilometers northeast of PS-26. On 13 September they clashed with an 
enemy company before reaching the objective and were held up while 

directing air strikes into enemy positions. 

% 

% 

A fourth SGU battalion, also from Savannakhet, waa assigned 
to attack PS-26 from PS-38. The unit ha. been tied down by heavy 

enemy resistance and nightly heavy weapon, fire. It ha. not advanced 
significantly. 

The fifth SGU. a Pakse unit, was assigned to move on PS-38 

from PS- 166 . The enemy hit them first, on 89 August, and seised :. 

PS-166 with 80 friendly killed and 41 wounded. Although PS-166 was 
reoccupied on 5 September, the SGU ha. not moved out .ince that time. 

• SBGRET/GENOITIVE • 

•4 





•a ccRg T /sagai t i v 

In central Laos, two SGU battalions are moving east along Route 
9 toward Muong Phine. One is north of Route 9 and about 16 kilometers 
west of Muong Phine. the other is south of Route 9 and about'is 

kilometers west of Muong Sine. Their objectives are Route 23 north 

and south of Muong Phine. BothT "1 

w Jsources 

have indicated two NVA battalions moving out to counter their 
»d*w.ce, but no contact ha. been reported yet. The SOW north of 
the road ha. encountered .poradie hara.ement from .mall enemy 4 

unit, and 12. 7mm fir. that ha. hindered air r..upply and medical 

evacuation. 

# % 

% * • 

A third SOT i. moving eatt along the couth .id. of the S. Bang 

Hi»ng River with no contact until 12 September when they darted 

with a Pathet Lao battalion, hilling 14 enemy and wounding 20 while 
suffering 7 wounded. 


The fourth and fifth SGUs in MR 1C 


are moving east from Houey 


Mun toward Toumlan. on Rout. 23. They are hindered by heavy 

d and high water., a. are the SGU moving along the Se Bang 
Hiang. The unit, advancing on Toumlan. have reported only fight 
=la.he. in the pa.t few day. with Pathat Lao reconmti..ance unite. 4 
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1. Attached is the latest «rv 9 =«- 
Operation TAID* WIND The ia+? Pd f te ° n 
downed helos in thil i atest <=°unt of 

(one AH-ls, 2 ch-53di P w i on ls “>«>« 

helos , was a part of the tatt 

™ o5St2S. lfc - ‘St&g'ottSSS 
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memorandum for the chairman, joint chiefs of staff 
S ubject: Operation TAIL WIND 
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IAtt ‘wmn h l Operation 

“ SUpport of t ^Operation GAUWELET^ In^Laos . operatin S 

that’tS was t hL^ r "^f,;?J 13 Se P 70, it was reported 
perimeter? The ?nl? ? S'” 3 the » force's 

to an LZ. Und?r“he proSectl™ S°? ltS R0H P osition 
one (l) CH-53 helicon?*? of suppressive fires, 

ing to extract ?£e tml* h?t a"SSl P H; 1 ?' While attempt- 
blade and aborted the lan 3 £ ee ? ith its rotor 

movement back to its base but’was hit^v^w J£ en began 

minor injuries and were l membe rs suffered 

helicopter. ttfSoSaH EJlSSSeST* see °?«CH-53 
destroyed by TAC AIR Th?^ef° Pt ? r was subsequently 

number YH -20 s»«r»V;^ The * Second helicopter, tail 

W base 
that he shot one^f^.^I«Lf«sMf la 

gro™d ( ^\p C °Snd?^?? P Sy t o n ? X (n 0 TO V '^ I ’h?lico°? 

damage. One (1) AF 1G h*viL« * 811(3 sus tained minor 

640, sustained extend tail number 
fires during the extraction atto^ 6 Providing suppressive 
th their base wlthout ^rtheflncid^nt alrcraft ™turne< 



and^estab^.shed^a^defensive°position r and m ° Ved 437038 

enemy activity as of 132400. P ^ re P°**ted no further 

tha?'thfma WIBD r emlc«If?on°?n^ Sep 70. MACS0G indicated 
by helicopter. ^e?«^ 0 f° s ~ p e ?§“£ JSs^S^.) 

enemy g^^fJre^iLiSe ff p 7 ?> °J e CH-53D was hit by 

and crashed. The crew was recove^e^slfel^an^th* 06 ^ 100 
was destroyed by friendly aircraft, to p^n^caX-tf"^ 

ground ^fire°on lt'sep"™ S ?fi t n l°?? a ? d ? estro yeb by enemy 
of the A SHAU Valiev^ All fnnJ UtiCal “^les west-southwest 
but were sHghtlv woundt^ cr f w oembers were rescued 
of PRAIRIE fire operations . Th aircraft was in support 

of : L^orll . ^A^f "^oTIep^ <* extraction 





JOHN W. V0G2 

Lieutenant o-efteral, USAP 
Director, Joint Staff 
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!• # Attached memo provides an update of 
Operation TAILWIND being conducted by MACSOG 
as a diversionary operation in support of 
Operation GAUNTLET in Southern Laos. 


2. The helicopter loss referred to by 
Ambassador Godley in paragraph 7 of the 
attached memo is the AH-lG gunship downed 
on 12 September. 
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'• 3 * ** regards the Marine CH-53D loss in 

W f S also covered in the morning 
oriet, this loss occurred some 19 hours 
after the earlier AH-lG loss and some 10 
mxles East and North of the TAILWIND 
area of operation. The primary field 
report did not connect" it with the TAILWIND 
Operation; however , subsequent follow-up 
reports received this afternoon state that 
one of the TAILWIND units have moved North- 
east to a landing zone in order to be 

SSSrSn* Ma f^ e hel ° was hit and downe 
during this attempted extraction. 


4. ' The Joint Staff will continue' to 
forward you updated reports as they are 
received. * 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Washington, o.c. so sot 


DJSM 13^8-70 
14 September 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Subject: Operation TAIL WIND 


1. (^TOn 11 September 1970, three PRAIRIE FIRE platoons 
were inserted in the TANGO-2 target area (YB 430980) with a 
mission of reconnaissance in forcer The operation is being 
run in conjunction withL .1 Operation GAUNTLET and will 
provide a diversion in support of l J forces. 

2. (JSSy During the insertion, moderate to heavy small 

arms fire was received from SW of the LZ. Friendly casualties 
were two (2) SCU WIA. Later on 11 September 1970, the force 
discovered an ammo supply dump that contained an unknown 
number of rockets, large caliber artillery rounds, small 
arms ammo, and bicycles. The supply dump was destroyed. 

The force then made contact with an unknown size enemy 
force resulting in two (2) US WIA; enemy casualties are 
unknown. The team then established an RON position and 
reported negative enemy activity. 

3. (TSfy"" The following aircraft damage was sustained on 
11 September 1970 during the insertion on TANGO-2: 


Type Aircraft 

Tail No. 

Damage 

Remarks 


2 CH-53 (USMC) 

12, 18 

Light damage 
from small 
arms fire 

Returned 

KONTUM 

to 

1 AH-1G, GunshiD 
(USA) 

081 

1 hit in 
canopy 

Returned 
DAK TO 

to 

3 AH-1G, Gunships 
(USMC) 

in 

C\J 

n 

H cn 
CM H 

Light damage 
from small 
arms fire 

Returned 

KONTUM 

to 










Returned to 
KONTUM 


(USM^) 0 ' Gunship 06 Moderate 

' ' damage from 

small arms 
fire 

and^heSd^t^ackfd 3 ®^!?!^ ti 7 the t £ort£ rC *« Wa h movin S west • 
the force made contact with an estimated tenpin? time later * 
squad resulting in one (1) US \nd ^ne *5™ vta ma 2 enemy 
casualties are unknown/ Severafh^rs lltfr ?? emy 

contact with an estimated thirtv (to) the , niade 

Later, the enemy platoon had been e !? e !!? y Platoon. 

company size element (100-150 personnel? ToJoi ^ ? st J mated 
casualties were one m SCU kta T ??S friend ly 

enemy casualties ^a?e uitoSSn ^®?> (15) SCU ^ 

against eneoy positions^rihe^neof b^on^ct , dlr6Cted 

ing^lrS^dimfgrwSrsust^nerr 40 ? iSSi0n ‘ the f°Uow- 
the. vicinity of ?! 435079? from heav y pound' fire in 

Aircraft 


1 AH-1G, Gunship 
(suspected USA) 


1 AH-1G, GunshiD 
(suspected USA)’ 


Tail No. 

Damage 

Remarks 

8A9 

Shot down 
and de- 
stroyed 

Two pilots 
rescued and 
sustained only 
minor injuries 

571 

Minor damage 

Returned to 
■base 

135, 153, 
^87, 55^ 

Minor damage 

Returned to 
base 


^ UH-1H 


reportl? B ln^omSg n s£u 0 Lmf S £ P 4n” ber „ 1970 ’ the unlt 

tut sustained no further casualties r °f lc ! t 1 “ d morta r fire 
directed against su^p^i-oh sualties. A C-130 gunship was 
results. S suspected enemy positions with unknown 

Sill 


2 


n 



border area". The Ambassador feels that reporting the loss 
of this gunship in the Lao Panhandle will attract unnecessary- 
attention to PRAIRIE FIRE operations in Laos since helicopter 
gunships are primarily used in support of ground forces. 

8. Total casualties for Operation TAIL WIND as of 

12 September 1970 are as follows: 


US 

KIA MIA WIA 

003 

Aircraft 
Damaged Loss 

11 1 


VN EN 

KIA MIA WIA Unknown 

l 0 18 




OHN W. VOC 

Lieutenant General, USAF 
Director, Joint Staff 
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WASHINGTON. O.C 10301 


J3M 1 6 6 1 1970 

14 SEP 1370 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF 
Subject: Operation TAIL WIND 

Recommend the attached memorandum be approved, signed 
and forwarded to the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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TM JOINT STMT 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Washington, o.c. aoaoi 


DJSM 1332-70 
11 September 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN,. JOINT C HIEF S OF STAFF 
Subject: Operation TAIL WIND 

The three (3) MACSOG PRAIRIE FIRE platoons originally 
intended for insertion into Laos fvicinity YB 361969) on 
5 September 1970, in support of t j Operation 

GAUNTLET, have not yet entered LAOS due to adverse weather 

conditions. The force has been rescheduled for 11 September 
1970. 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 30301 




ojs:; 13C1-70 
5 Sep 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
Subject: Paramilitary Operations (U) 

References: a. State 1435C3 

b. Vientiane 5937 

c . Vientiane 3350 


1. (U) Reference « was forwar Sed for Director, Joint 
Scaff cogent. Reference b is tae Vientiane response to 
reference's. Eotli messages concern an operation discussed 
in reference c. 


?• (&T In reference c, Ambassador Godley mentions his 
endeavors lo arrange for an operation jy MACSOO east of 
Chavane. This operation is to provide a diversion during 
L J Operation Gauntlet* 1 . 


3 • (JKr KACSOG intentions are to insert two recon- 
naissance te rites tnd three platoons, by helicopter on & 
lending zone at Y3 4309^0 on 5 September 19 70. These 
platoons will then conduct a reconnaissance in-force 
in the vicinity of Cuanur (Y3 3bl9^9). Tnis- .operation 
has been fully coordinated withf J 

4. (U) In that CINCPAC end COMUSMACV ere not in receipt 
of referenced and ore vises STATE/VIENTIANE message traffic 
referring to PRAIRIE FIRE operations, recommend dispatch 
of the draft rre3snge at TAB A. 



r 3AI7E F. CLAY 
.Major General , USA 
deputy Director, Joint Staff 


Prepared by: 

lcoi r.. Little, usaf . 
J-39 (SACS A) 

Lxt; 726C2/72G50 
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I pko H z Admiral T. Moorer, CJCS ? 

T0 * Admiral McCain, CINCPAC, Hawaii 

INFO: General Abrams, COMUSMACV, Saigon' z 

TOD -S ECDET - -BYES OtfLY - CJCS/ SEp ?0 

SUBJ: Paramilitary Operations(U) ’ D‘ 

REF: CJCS 11139/1123022 Aug JO ' 

1. (SJ Referenced message noted that expansion of the ] 

present PRAIRIE FIRE Area of Operations (PFAO) would J 

continue tp.be a subject of discussion at the Washington 
level and that a decision o n> continued US participation 

| in Phase II Exploitation operations was expected soon. 

2. (-£8-) In regard to PFAO expansion. STATE first 
queried Ambassador Godley as to possible- expansion ter 
the Sekong using Vietnamese irregulars. The Ambassador's 
initial response stated_ Souvanna Phouma's objections to 
Vietnamese operations in populated areas. Ambassador 

Godley later amended his initial response as too restricted 
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“1 

and discussed Lao concurrence with lightning attacks 
against clearly identifiable enemy territory in southern 
Laos providing the operations would be of short duration 
and not cause too much international publicity.. Notwith- 
standing, the Ambassador felt the PP boundary should not 
be moved, however, ARVN operations to the west of the 

PFAO would be considered by Vientiane on a case— by— case 
basis. 

3 * C-SS - ) STATE then queried the Ambassador for comments 

I , * * 

on moving' 'the PF boundary westward to a line generally 
i 200 meters west of Route 92 and Route 96, south to 
• Route 110 to the Cambodian border in the vicinity of 
the Sekong River, thus restricting operations from 
population .centers . The Ambassador responded stating 
continued objection to PFAO expansion but that he was 
prepared to study favorably any proposals for specific 
incursions west of the existing line. The Ambassador 
also stated that on 2 6 Aug 70, he had informed the 
Commanding Officer of MACSOG that he had no objections 
to the use. of LZs up to 5 miles west of the PFAO for 

_l 
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subsequent eastward movement of inserted personnel. 
Additionally, Ambassador Godley mentioned his endeavors, 
to arrange a MACSOG operation east of Chavane as a diversion 
during Operation "GAUNTLET” as an example of the coordination ' 
and Joint effort that can be achieved due to excellent 
workmanlike arrangements established with MACSOG 
personnel. 

- 4 . STATE then requested information on the' 
operation east of Chavane to include the number and 
capacity o t f US personnel participating. The Ambassador 
responded stating MACSOG intended to insert three 
j platoons at YB 430980 for a reconnaissance in-force 
and that the operation had been fully coordinated with 

C- 2 American participation .was assumed to 

be three per platoon. 

5. (^Although the PPAO has not ^in fact been expanded, 
the working relationship between Vientiane and MACSOG 
appears excellent and effective for coordination of 
paramilitary actions within present capabilities. 

Current daily PF reports should be adequate to keep us 
abreast of the Chavane operation. 
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o. (^S^In regard to continued US participation in PF 

Exploitation operations, the SECDEF forwarded a letter “ 

to State on 2 September stating his intention to continue 

PF operations with US personnel at this-time.. The 

SECDEF added, however, that a training program was being 

initiated which would result in eventual' Ydetnamization 

of the Program. This response does not preclude 

continued State pressure for termination of US 

participation or appeal by State to higher authority 

for resolution of this State/DOD disagreement. 

» Warm regards. GP-1 










Gist of CINCPAC Message to CJCS, 022229Z June 1970 
Interdiction of North Vietnam ese Supplies (U) 

G In the near time frame there appears to be no cheap innovative method 
for improving effectiveness of interdiction programs while simultaneously 
reducing costs. The most promising interdiction improvement is not the 
gunship; but rather the gunship-fighter team. CINCPAC Scientific Advisory 
Group reports that laser kits and utilization of single mission airframes might 
produce savings, but the time span involved is probably not compatible with 
the requirement. The B-57G (TROPIC MOON Illf is due in SEA on 1 Oct 70 
and holds promise of enhancing effectiveness. Riot-control agents should be 
authorized in Cambodia and Laos as now authorized in RVN. Recommend 
that current programs be continued until evaluation of the Commando Hunt 
III results (intensified interdiction in the Laos during the monsoon 
sked for mid-June). Cambodia offers new vistas for Chieu Hoi nnd informant 
program revealing supply caches. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 
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CM-44-70 ’ 

16 July 1*97 0 


MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger 

Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 

The Honorable U. Alexis Johnson 
Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs 

The Honorable David Packard 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 

» The Honorable Richard Helms 

Director, Central Intelligence Agency 

The attached paper regarding paramilitary actions is 
circulated to WSAG principals as a matter for discussion 
during the meeting scheduled for 17 July 1970. 

This proposal has not yet been cleared with the 
Secretary of Defense but will be addressed at the first 
opportunity on 17 July. 
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H-. M00RER 
Chairman 
Chiefs of Staff 
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16 July 19 70 


.CH.CRET 


MEMORANDUM FOR the WASHINGTON SPECIAL ACTION. GROUP 
SUBJECT: Paramilitary Actions 

! The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the 
principals of the Washington Special Action Group (WSAG) 
with information as to the current status of mill 
proposals for intensifying and expanding paramilitary 
operations to interdict and/or harass enemy Imes o 

2 During the last WSAO discussion on this subject the 
Chairmin, doint Chiefs of Staff stated that he intended to as* 
CINCPAC and COMUSMACV to examine the feasibility of developmg 
a plan to conduct expanded paramilitary operations rn sout ern 

Laos in the area east of the SeRong River to the RVN bolder 
using US-led paramilitary forces. CINCPAC and COMUSMA 
have responded and there is general agreement that an rntensr 
fi ed paramilitary campaign in south Laos is feasible : ho W eve 
there are detailed problems of personnel and resources yet 
be tesolv,. These include the provision of additi =nal^ 
military forces to PRAIRIE FIRE, possible additional helrcopt 

and fund adjustments. • . 

3 m order to complete these plansQhe following specrfr 

authorities are needed fr^ the Washington Special Action Group: 

^ K o Cl / 

Tnr fiFC-BBT-g SENSITIVE- 


Vl A / ./ 


)/ 





a. Authority to operate in an expanded area, i.e., 
from the intersection of the present PRAIRIE FIRE boundary 
and route 92, south, along route 92 to the Sekong River, 
south along the Sekong River to Attopeu,. due south to the 
Cambodian border. 

b. Authority to employ up to company size US- led 
exploitation forces operating from battalion size mobile 
base areas xn Laos-. 

c. Authority to use CS/CN agents. 

4. In recent weeks, enemy activity north of the DMZ along 
route 1039, south to the Cambodian border, has increased 
appreciably. The enemy's expansion of his southern Laos LOC 
to offset his losses in Cambodia offers a unique and fleeting 
opportunity to any allied harassment arid interdiction efforts. 
In order to exploit this opportunity and since any increase in 
the effectiveness of interdiction operations in southern Laos 
would be complementary to the Vietnamization program and 
security efforts in the Republic of Vietnam, CINCPAC has been 


tasked to continue the development of his plan for a modest 

» 

paramilitary interdiction program in Laos. This plan will be 
based on the assumption of Washington area acceptance of the 


authorities requested in paragraph 3 above and can be executed 
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Extract of Minutes of Washington Special Actions Group (WSAG) 

Meeting on July 17. 1970 


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 


2. Interdiction in Southern Laos and Northeast Camhnrfifl The 
WSAG was informed of plans already under way to recruit, train, and 
equip additional Lao special guerrilla units. The WSAG approved 
going ahead with a program to set up four battalions of Cambodian 
irregulars for use in interdiction operations in Southern Laos. The 
State Department will sound out Souvanna about increasing the 
strength and depth ofinterdiction operations in Laos involving South 
Viet nam ese and Cambodian personnel, and the JCS will obtain 
General Abrams’ views on the feasibility of conducting expanded 
interdiction operations with largely Vietnamese personnel and without 
US personnel. The WSAG agreed that Defense and CIA should work 
out arrangements to upgrade weapons for existing special guerrilla 
units. 


[DISCUSSION] 

Dr. Henry Kissinger INSAl : (to Moorer) What have you done about 
developing a coordinated plan on this? 

Mr ITT. Alexis! Johnson [DOS1 : The plan has not been coordinated 
with State. 

Adm. fThomas H.l Moorer TCJCSl : We currently conducting platoon 
size operations to points up to 20 kilometers inside Laos. General Vogt 
can explain what we are now proposing. 

Gen TJohnl Vogt fPJSl: The enemy is now operating in the area of the 
Bolovens Plateau and has started swinging west making atta cks 
toward Routes 23 and 13. This would provide him control of a good 
dry weather supply route, and in the rainy season he could send 
supplies down the Se Kong to the Mekong. There are indications tha t 
the enemy may move west of the Mekong into the area next to the Thai 
border. 
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We are proposing a change in the ground rules to permit 
expansion of our operations by expanding the limit for penetration 
into Lao territory and increasing the qita of fho 



Our present operations are too dispersed and serve principally 
for intelligence gathering. The additional assets for an gr panHad 
program would come from other programs such as the CTDG in II 
Corps. We will be sending a draft message to th&Cincs possibly 
tomorrow asking them for their views about doing this 


A CH-47 squadron could be brought in September and would 
help with moving the units in. We would be adding 2200 assets to 
the 200 presently there. 

We would like to obtain authority to use riot gas when required 
for extracting our people, to expand the area of operations in Laos 

and to increase the size of the units involved. 

Mr. Johnson: What about the use of US personnel? 

Gen Vogt: They are being used now. 

Mr. Johnson! Bn fch*» nnmU r is being increased. 

Dr. Kissinger: Alex, what are your views? 


Mr Johnson: Introducing Vietnamese personnel in Laos creates 
problems with Souvanna. Involving additional US personnel in 
combat operations in Laos puts us on shaky ground both because of 

the Church Amendment — the old C hurch amendment and the 

President’s previous statements. 


We have been impressed^ 
assets in that area. 


Lao 


M r. [Marshall! Gr^en fDOS): The si nkings of enemy vessels on the 
oe Kong show what can be achieved. Sixteen new special guerrilla 
units (SGUs) are being trained in that area. — — ~ 
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Mr. rWilli aml NaI soii TCIAl : 




Mr. Green : Having Lao groups do the job in their own country 
makes sense. 


Mr. Johnson : We would have to check with Souvanna before 
expa n d ing out interdiction operations. This morning I wrote Dave 
Packard about this. 


Dr. Kissinger : What are Ambassador Godle/s views? 

Mr. Johnson r He knows about the proposal and feels about the 
same way as we do. 


Mr. [G. Warrenl Nutter TOSPl: Remember that we are now 
reporting losses from these operations as occurring in Laos. 

Dr. Kissinger: The President thinks that Prairie Fire is considered 
part of the Vietnam operations. 


Sfin_Vogt: The press guidance on reporting losses was changed, so 
we are not anno uncing Praine Fire casualties as occurring in Laos. 

Dr. Kissinger: (to Johnson) Do you believe an American presence 
would be di ffi cult to defend? If we extend the range of operations, 
the problem is compounded. We should clear with Souvanna before 
putting additional Vietnamese personnel deeper into Laos. If 
Souvanna approves and there are no U.S. personnel involved, do 
you object? 


Mr. Johnson: More in the case of combat than intelligence 
operations.. 

Dr. Kissin ger (to Moorer) Then Generat Abrams ought to be asked 
if it would be feasible to conduct the operations with largely 
Vietnamese personnel, while having Americans involved only in an 
intelligence role. 
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Aflm. Mnnrpr- We Can discuss it with him - 

Mr. Johnson : Abrams will say it would be less effective. 

Dr, Kissinger : (to Moorer) Will you ask him? 

AHm Mnnrpr Yes. 

Mr. Nelson: 



Mr. fCordl Mever TCIA1 : This is all in train. 
Dr. Kissinger What do the options mean? 
Mr. Nelson: 



Mr. Mever: $4.8 million is required. 

Dr. Kissinger: Where does the money come from? 
Mr. Mever : 1 



Mr. Nelson: That should present no problems. 



Mr.. fDenmsl Doolin TO S Pl: How much pressure has the North 
Vietnamese Army put on the interdiction teams? If we increase the 
scope of operations in Southern Laos, what will happen? 


Mr- Meyer: Probably the NVA will attack the Boloven Plateau. 
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Mr. Nelson : Can 2,000 
Vietnamese battalions? 


do anything against 32 North 


Dr. Kissinger : What are the possibilities for funding? 

SL' offi!l h ^ KBnBedy ^ We checked this out with 
the Office of Management and Budget. Funding can be arranged if 
the project is approved. ^ 

Dr. Kissinger: All right, let’s do it. 

mth 

Mr. Johnson. Adm M oorer. and Mr. Nutter : I agree. 

^ Meyer : Do we wait to get the President’s okay? 

Dr . Kissigner : He will go along. What about your Option 3? 

Mr. Nelson : This is a much iffier proposition. 

M UAsser . These are things we might do later on. 

Dr. Kissinger- 


SGuf° have 4116 ,uesti0n 0fUpgradin S wea PO“ for 

DrJSssoggr; I don’t have any opinion on that Alex, am I r ight 
priIjritlesT 1 ’’ CODS,deration here is weapons availability and 

Mr. Johnspn : Yes. I have no objection to the upgrading. 

C t Kisginggr In that case, let Defense and CIA work it out 

^^^^toJ^sraJCan you query the Lao government 
■BV^^^^HPTYou could also ask about the South 
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been observed. The' specific date -each exploitation company 
attains Jan acceptable leyel of combat proficiency to execute 
cross-border operations' without US presence depends entirely 
on the command ability of 'the leaders of each unit. Phase XX 
and Phase III time-frames may be reduced materially for 
specific companies if* the ARVN leadership warrants such a 
reduction. However, based on the above timing, both 
CINCPAC and COMUSMACV state that, if US leadership of 
exploitation operations is withdrawn on 16 December 1970 ,' 
exploitation operations of any consequence would be' sus- 
pended for a minimum of 60' days. . 


3. The need for PRAIRIE FIRE exploitation operations 

has been enhanced since the loss &£ Kompong Som eliminated 
the enemy's southern Cambodian LOC and greatly increased 
his reliance on the Laos LOC, which has now become his 
lifeline. For that reason, any friendly -operations in the . 
Laos Panhandle -can be expected to meet with ever-increasing 
enemy- security forces, especially during the coming dry 
season. Operation TAIL WIND was the first of a planned 
series of PRAIRIE-'FIRE US- led company- size exploitation 
operations to be conducted by. MACV 
(■■^interdiction operations in South Laos. The significant 
results attained during Operation TAIL WIND attest to -the . 
importance of US lteadership during PRAIRIE FIRE exploitation.;- 
operations. (A summary of TAIL WIND results is attached at 
Enclosure (1).) Premature termination of US le ader ship would 
seriously degrade the planned, coordinated MACV^Hfe inter- 
diction operations in South Laos at this most- critical time. . 
Additionally, the other opportunities to impede the expected 
massive enemy; dry seasorr^logistics effort in the PRAIRIE FIRE 
Area of Operations will for all practical purposes be lost 
for at least 60 days. 


4. fcl In view" of the above time requirements to accomplish 
the Vietnamization of PRAIRIE FIRE exploitation operations, it 
is strongly recommended that US leadership of these exploita- 
tion operations be continued until 1 April 1971. Accordingly, 
it is also recommended the message at Enclosure (2) , which 
authorizes this extension, be approved. 
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ISgd) T. H, MOORER 

T. H. MOORER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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ENCLOSURE' 

Operation TAIL WIND Evaluation 


1. This memo, contains an evaluation, of the results of Opera- 
tion TAIL WIND , which was conducted in the. southern Laotian 
panhandle from 11-14 September 1970. The primary purpose of 
the mission was to conduct reconnaissance in force to collect 
intelligence information. A secondary objective was to con- 
duct a diversionary action in support of “ 

Operation GAUNTLET. 


2. Three exploitation platoons consisting of a total of 16 
US and 120 indigenous were inserted by helicopter into the 
Chavane area of southern Laos. Contact with enemy forces 
was almost continuous during the 72-hour operation, and the 
force relied heavily on close ai-r support to sustain its 
momentum and integrity. Enemy casualties were 432 killed 
and wounded. Approximately 288 of the killed were as a 
result of air support, while an estimated 144 were killed 
as a result of ground action. In addition to the enemy 
killed, the .following enemy materiel was destroyed 


500 - 140 mm rockets 

300 — 82 mm rounds 

300 — B— 40 rounds . <*«**»v, .*•» 

.* 2,000 - 23 mm rounds 

12,500 - rounds of small arms ammunition 


A large volume of documents was captured by the TAIL WIND 
forces and represents the most significant collateral intel- 
ligence found on the 559th Transportation Group since the 
beginning of the war. This unit directs the enemy logistic 
and infiltration flow through the Lao Panhandle and is a high 

?o^ ri ^nn lntelligence collect ion target. As of 25 September 
' ® pages of ^e ®^1 P a 9 e s of captured enemy documents 

have been, classified as Category A— the highest rating for 
inteliigence value. Exploitation of these captured documents 
also affords 7th Air Force an ideal opportunity to evaluate 
the validity of reports derived from sensor systems. 


3. Friendly losses from this operation were 3 killed (all 
indigenous), 50 wounded (17 US, 33 indigenous). Of the 
wounded, only 5 required hospitalization. Three helos were 
lost — 2CH-53s and 1 UH-1G. 
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4. This operation achieved" the objectives set forth. It not 
only collected valuable intelligence information/ it also 
provided a diversion for the GAUNTLET forces. The operation 
also bears out the fact that in order to obtain^..firsthand / 
detailed information concerning the enemy - in the heavily 
canopied jungle, ground reconnaissance teams are required. 
While photo reconnaissance and sensor systems provide some 
information, the coverage is not complete. Reconnaissance 

in force operations , such as TAIL WIND and other PRAIRIE FIRE 
operations, directed against specific target areas, represent 
the most effective means for obtaining specific items of 
information. Even though the primary purpose of these opera- 
tions is to collect Information for«fche development of intel- 
ligence, the collateral effects are often of equal benefit. 

The enemy must divert an ever-increasing number of troops and 
critical assets to a rear area security role, and when these 
enemy forces react to the friendly forces ' intrusion into 
sensitive areas, the enemy becomes more susceptible to allied 
tactical air operations. The success of the secondary mission 
has been attested t^b^Ambassador Godley and, as reported in 
daily sitreps from%|0H^^^^^ GAUNTLET forces have been 
relatively successful without encountering stiff enemy resist- 
ance. 

5. Reconnaissance in force operations, directed against 
specific target areas, which are properly planned, coordinated 
and executed, represent one of the most effective means for 
obtaining enemy intelligence in southern Laos, .as well as pro- 
viding the collateral effect of diverting NVA troops and 
service forces from enemy LOC. 
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JCS 

CINCPAC 

DISTR CJCS DJS J3 SECDEF CSA CNO CSAF CMC 
TOPSECRET SENSITIVE LIMDIS 
SUB J: PRAIRIE FIRE 

REFS: COMUSMACV 01123¥Z NOV 70, CINCPAC 0I2200Z BSJNOVB 70 

1. REFERENCES PROVIDED LATEST TIME PHASING REQUIRED TO PROVIDE 
TRAINED VIETNAMESE LEADERS FOR EXPLOITATION PHASE OF PRAIRIE FIRE 
OPERATIONS. REFERENCES ALSO PROVIDED IMPACT STATEMENTS IF US 
LEADERS ARE WITHDRAWN FROM PRAIRIE FIRE OPERATIONS EFFECTIVE* lb 
DECEMBER IR70. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE ADVERSE IMPACT ON INTERDICTION OPERATIONS IN 
SOUTHERN LAOS CAUSED BY PREMATURE TERMINATION OF US LEADERSHIP OF 
THESE OPERATIONS t AUTHORIZATION DTO USE US PERSONNEL IN THE 
EXPLOITATION BPHASE OF PRAIRIE FIRE OPERATIONS IS EXTENDED UNTIL 

I APRIL 1*172. GP I 
777 




